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Tcwn Wakefield 

Address 7 Salem S t ree t 

Historic Name NA 

Use: Present dw^i U n g 

Original riwgllins 

DESCRIPTIC»^ 

Date 1855-1857 

Source Map of l857 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric Ahpstrp ShinpiQ 

Outbuildings ^nnp 

Major Alterations (with dates) Porch 

r a i l rep lag?d, new clffor. (c. 1.9 20) 

Condition Fa i r 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage Less than_one acre 

Setting on a r t i f i c i a l r i s e , faces 

south 

um REFERENCE ] Q / ^ 2 Q 8 2 0 / ^ 7 0 8 O 8 0 

USGS QaADRANGLE Hppiriing, MA 

SCALE 1•^5 ^ nnn 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preservat ion 
A S 5 0 0 ! L & ^ 6 3 

Organization WaKf;f1f?1d HlRt.nr1nRl 
Commission 

Date Mar-Ph I Q 8 ^ 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
Although the t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek R e v l v i a l / I t a l l a n a t e form of t h i s house Is 
common enough i n Wakefield, I t contains several elements-noteably the fr o n t 
door surround and t a l l f i r s t f l o o r wlndpws-whlch are unusual and may Indicate 
a source outside l o c a l design standards. The building retains I n t e g r i t y of 
locat i o n , design, s e t t i n g , workmanship, f e e l i n g and association and meets 
c r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHIIECrURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features' and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comrmmity. 
The form of t h i s Greek Revival/Itallanate t r a n s i t i o n a l house Is common to 
Wakefield: 2h stories high with cross gables and a side h a l l plan. However, 
t h e e a r r e d a r c h i t r a v e s u r r o u n d o f t h e f r o n t d o o r , and t h e l o n g f i r s t f l o o r 
windows are rare i n the town. Indicating that thlsliouse may have been b u i l t 
by a non-local builder, copied from a pattern book, or taken from an example 
in another town. The arched gable window and paired brackets supporting the 
gable roof are common I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e elements, while the earred surrounds 
are Greek Revival features. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
John S. Eaton, who liv e d here i n 1857, was the t i c k e t agent f o r the Boston and 
Maine Railroad. The opening of r a i l t r a v e l In l8i»4 slowly transformed the 
town from a r u r a l a g r i c u l t u r a l community with a minor industry In boots and 
shoes, to that of a manufacturing center with several Important f a c t o r i e s , among 
them the Wakefield Rattan Co., which by l87^ was employing about 1,000 hands. 
In the l a s t decades of the 19th century the town gained new I d e n t i t y as a 
commuter suburb, made possible by the frequent, s w i f t , and r e l a t i v e l y cheap ... 
r a i l t r a v e l . _ . .. 

Three separate r a i l l i n e s , 1844, I850, and 185^, converged i n Wakefield 
before they passed through the h i l l s above Greenwood. By I885 there were 
seven stations w i t h i n the borders, making the town a r a i l r o a d center. 

Salem Street was the home of several Eaton f a m i l i e s , the most Important of 
which was the L i l l e y Eaton branch, whose I805 mansion and store at the northeast 
corner of Salem and Main Street served as the social center of the town. 
L i l l e y Eaton, Jr. was one of th§ town's foremost citizens and i t s f i r s t 
comprehensive h i s t o r i a n . „ _ 
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