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Tomn Wakefield
Address 7 Salem Street
Historic Nane NA

Usss Present dw"i Ung
Original riwgllins

DESCRIPTIC»

Dae 1855-1857

Source Mep of 1857

Style Italianate

Architect NA
Exterior Wall Fabric Ahpstrp ShinpiQ

Outbuildings "“nnp

Magor Alterations (with dates) Porch

rail replag?d, new clffor. (c. 19 20)

Condition Fair

Moed NA Date NA

Acreege Less than_one acre

Setting on artificial rise, faces

south

Recorded by Architectural Preservation
A S500!L&"63

Organization WaKf;f1f?1d HIRt.nrinRlI
Commission
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NATI NN REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (i f appl i cabl e)

Al'though thetransitional GeekRevlvial/ltallanate form of this housel s
common enough i nWakefield, |t contains several elements-noteably thefront
door surround andtall first floor wi ndpws-whlch areunusual and nay |[ndicate
a source outside local design standards. The building retains Integrity of

| ocation, design, setting, workmanship, feeling and associationand neets
criterion Cof theNRP on thelocal level.

ARHIETURAL SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features' and eval uate i nterns of
other buildings within the comrmn'nt?/.

The form of this Geek Revival/ltallanate transitional house | scommont o
Wakefield: 2h stories high with cross gables and a side hall plan. However,
the earred architrave surround of thefront door, and thelong first floor
wi ndows arerare i nthetow. Indicating that thisliouse may have been built
by a non-local builder, copied from a pattern book, or taken from an exanple
in another town. The arched gable w ndow and paired brackets supporting the
gable roof arecommon |talianate style elements, while theearred surrounds
are Greek Revival features.

HSTGHCAL. SAGNHCANE Explainthe role owners played i nlocal or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the community.

John S Eaton, who lived here i n1857, was t heticket agent for theBoston and
Mai ne Railroad. The opening of rail travel I nl8»4 slowly transformedt he

town from a rural agricultural community with a mnor industry | nboots and
shoes, tothat of a manufacturing center with several |mportant factories, anong
them t he Wakefield Rattan Co., which by | 87" was enploying about 1,000 hands.

In thelast decades of the_19thcentur}/ t he town gained new Identity as a
co.rrlrruter sluburb, nmade possible by t hefrequent, swift, andrelatively cheap..
rail travel. : .

Three separate rail lines, 1844, 1850, and 185", converged i n Wakefield

before they passed through thehills above G eenwood. By 1885 there were
seven stations within the borders, making thetown arailroad center.

Salem Street was t he hone of several Eaton families, thenost I|mportant of

which was thelilley Eaton branch, whose 1805 mansion and store at t henortheast
corner of Salem and Main Street served as t hesocial center of the town.

Lilley Eaton, Jr. was one of th§ town's foremost citizens andits first
conprehensive historian. ”

B Bl G3AHY and/ or REFHRENES L

Myp 1857, J. S Eaton
Directory, 1869 _
Eat on, |l E Handbook of Wakefield, Wakefield, 1885
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