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Historic Kane John Brown |V House

Phao (3-x3" or 3'x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Wse:  Present resi dence
property an back of photo. o
Staple to left side of form. Original farnst ead
DESCR PTI ON
Dat e ca. 1752
Sour ce will of John Brown, 1752
Style Geor gi an
Architect unknown
Sketch Magp: Draw oap showing property's location . _
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior \Wall Fabric clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings o
betwean inventoried property and nearest Qut bui | di ngs garage (ca. 1950)

inter section(s).
Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates)

(see attached) entry portico, triple window, Sbhay (ca.
Condi tion excel | ent
Moved no Dat e

Acr eaae approxi mtely 1.84 acres
Setting  Seaside |ocation with sweeping
view of Cole's River. Surroinmding
residential construction primarily
late 19th/early 20th century.
UMRHEENE 19 314580 4521740 Recorded by Gof f/ K. Flynn/ K. Brooner

uses g AMXX GE Fall River, MR 1967/ 1979 Organi zation Swaansea Historical Conmm ssion
SCAE 1: 25000 Dat e 1978/ February 1986/ Novenber 1989



NATI ONAL REG STER CRHER A STATBEMMENT (i f applicable)

The John Brown House, 703 Pearse Road, retains integrity of location, design, materials,
wor kmanshi p, and association and nmeets Criteria A and Con the local level. An excellent
Ceorgian style house located i nthe Touisset section of South Saansea, the structure isa
wel | -preserved exanpl e of the dispersedfarmsteads that characterized settlement at Toui sset
and other shoreline areas intown prior torapid sunmer resort devel opnent and

subur bani zation at the tum of the 20th century.

ARCH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interras of
other buildings within the comunity.

This 2"-story, 5-bay Georgian house with center-chi mey, double-pile plan i s an excellent
exanpl e of its type i n Snansea, representing the high-style structures built by the area's
nore prosperous famlies of the 18th century. Distinguishing features include a dentil
com ce, conerboards, nolded heads on w ndows containing 12/12 sash, and two pedi mented
dormers containing 88 sash. The Colonial Revival style is displayed by the sem -enclosed
entry portico, triple w ndow above, and square bay w ndow on the south side, all ca. 1932
addi tions.

HSTAR CAL SIGaFl CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.

A fine exanple of the fashionable hones bhuilt by prosperous residents i n dd Saansea,

703 Pearse Road i s situated along the Cole's River and roughly one-half mle fromthe
eastern border of Warren, FRhode Island. Deed researchhas shown that the property bel onged
to John Brown 1V (1575-1752), a nenber of the promnent Brown famly of Plymouth Colony and
Rhode Island. Brown was "a man of inportance i npublic affairs and one of the |eading

men of the [Plynouth] Colony." [Wight, 200] I ti s unclear whether Brown and his wife
Abigail lived inthis house or another Georgian house at 793 Pearse Road t o the south.

Bot h houses were owned by the famly. The original farmof 56 acres extended west from
the Cole River, with a dilapidated famly cemetery at the western end of the property.

The present house | ot of alnost two acres consists of open lawns and woodl ot .

Maintaining a sweeping view of the Cole's River and Gardner's Neck beyond, the Brown House

at Toui sset presents a striking contrast to the other extant md- tolate 18th-century
farnmhouses on Gardner's Neck, which are nodest single-story capes. Both areas were
characterized by w despread farms until the second half of the 19th century, when construction
of the Fall River & Providence Railroad spurred sunmer resort and |ater suburban devel opnent
here. The Brown House today i s surrounded by this |ater residential construction, and

di splays cosmetic alterations executed ca. 1932

BLI G3RAPHY and/ or FREHFEHENES

-Deed Research: W Il of John Brown (1675-1752) to his son Jeremah (1710-1776), Book 13,
p. 134, Probate Court of Taunton. Jeremah left no will but his son Jarvis (1733-1809)
describes the property inhiswill, Book 45 pp.95-97. O 1/13/1911 George P Brown sold
the homestead to Job L. Davis, Fall River Registry of (see continuation sheet)
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INVENTORY FORM CONTI.NUATION SHEET Gonnuni ty: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCYWSION MA
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: jo*n Brown | V House

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below.

Bi bl i ography and/or References (continued)

Deeds, Book 162, p. 543, who i n 10/7/1925 deeded i t t oRobert L. Anthony, Book 348, p. 54,
from whomthe present owner Richard Bowen i n 1951 bought the property.

- Wight, 0.0., History of Swansea, 1917, p. 200.

- Maps
Ms. Helen Pierce, Saansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89.

Staple to Inventory form at botr.mn
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1. Anthony, David M , House Nat i onal 8a«l et «r Keeper "M3A-ydMN..-<.-N'fresd ,, NANY
Attest

2. Anthony, Harold H, House
Attest

3. Bark Sreet <chool aatloDAl  Seglfl*** [Teeper  NYV\BAM Y -A3SjM AN ATt /96
Attest ]
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5. Bend of t helane e /\\/! . N\NN\
Attest

A, Brown, John, |V, House National Eegl st at Keeper
Attest
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Attest

8. Church of Christ, Swansea jntered i n tn«
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Attest

9. Cole, Benjamin, House Bntered In tlie /[INeper "NMNMAPYMAMA =N 0NN

Hatlonal Heglrter

10/

Colony HistoricDistrictftfAT*9Bli' gaAavi ar

Attest
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Attest '



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR

NATI ONAL  PARK

SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGI STER G HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NCM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Brown, John, |V, House
NAME:

MULTI PLE Swansea MRA
NAME:

STATE & GOUNTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Bristol
DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 02/ 90 DATE
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 2/0X/90 DATE
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 90000064

NCM NATGR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE:
OrHER N PDI L: N PERI OD:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT:
GOMENT WA VER N

t "CCEPT RETURN REJECT

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS:

RECOM / CRI TER A_
REVI EVEER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

CF PENDI NG LI ST: 1/17/90
OF 45TH DAY 2/ 16/ 90

N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
N  NATI ONAL: N

cTVv/ ~1 ~~ DATE Aol iA

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comrents YN see attached SLR Y/ N

|_/\f



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATH FECERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

. .y AN

architectural classification

materials

descriptive text
SI GN FI CANCE
Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui l der/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance t o theresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity tosignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CECRAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOOUMENTATI AN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ographs presentation

OHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nay bedirectedt o

Phone

Si gned Dat e
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PROPERTY MAP

TOWN OF SWANSEA I

BRISTOL COUNTY . MASSACHUSETTS (“Msel lo/"z

JAMES W. SEWALL COMPANY OLD TOWN. MAINE
SCALE 1 INCH = 100+ FEET  FOU ARSHSAIUJO PURPOSKS omy A\ |



Please refer to the map Iin the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000296



