


•KATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

St. P e t e r ' 3 Church/St. Mary's School i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n u i t h t h e toun's i n d u s t r i a l e xpansion a t Globe V i l l a g e , t h e 
growth o f t h e immigrant I r i s h community, and th e e l a b o r a t i o n and 
d i v e r s i t y of p u b l i c b u i l d i n g S a t mid-iQji^ c&nkru. I t n ^ e t s N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e f and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t v o f 
l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g ^ and a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d 
on t h e a t t a c h e d assessors map a r e those o f c u r r e n t ownership. 

Resembling a Federal period New England meeting house i n i t s form, St. Peter's/St. Mary's has 
a rectangular h a l l and a projecting facade tower. Otherwise Greek Revival i n s t y l e , the 
structure bears elements such as a matchboard facade pediment, paneled cornerboards'and a 
Classical frieze and cornice. 

Alterations were made to the building i n 1939. The enlarging of windows along the sides of t l 
building, the addition of the present doorframe and the application of a stucco f i n i s h were 
apparently done at th i s time. This same "improvement" project also seems to have included the 
removal of the o r i g i n a l rectangular be l f r y and i t s replacement with the present faceted cupol: 
l i k e b e l f r y and a surrounding balustrade. Despite these a l t e r a t i o n s , the building s t i l l reta: 
much of i t s o r i g i n a l Greek Revival character. 

St. Peter's i s one of two existing Greek Revival churches which were b u i l t about the same timt 
^The^other i s . the Universalist Church on Main Street i n the Centre Village 

Historic D i s t r i c t . Although i t has lo s t i t s o r i g i n a l steeple, the Universalist Church his 
suffered few altnsrations to other parts of the building, l e t , tne present aiterec ap­
pearance of St. Peter's Church/St. Mary's School i s nonetheless s i g n i f i c a n t as the result 
of i t s continuous use by the same congregation f o r over 130 years. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the -
building relates to the development of the community. 
The f i r s t . Catholic mass said i n Southbridge took place i n the home of a Mr. Leery on High 
Street.in Globe Village i n 1840. With Rev. James Fi t t o n o f f i c i a t i n g , only twelve persons 
attended. Seven were I r i s h . The rest were French Canadians and Germans. Over the following 
years from time to time, other priests also came to say mass i n Southbridge to a growing 
Catholic population. By 1845 the number of Catholics i n town had grown to f o r t y . Within 
only another year the number had reached 100. This rapid increase was due largely to the 
growing success and expansion of the Hamilton Woolen M i l l which attracted I r i s h and French 
Canadian immigrants to Southbridge. 

As the managers of the Hamilton M i l l were anxious to have a steady work force, they encouragec 
the establishment of a Catholic church. In 1852 the town's f i r s t Catholic parish was organize 
Land on Hamilton Street for a church building was donated by William Edwards a fervent Baptist 
Tne present building, then known as St. Peter's Church, was completed and dedicated i n 1853. 
During the remaining years of the 1850's the town's Catholic population continued to grow. 
Within only f i v e years the church congregation numbered 1653. By 1869 the number of French 
Canadian Catholics had become s u f f i c i e n t to allow them to form t h e i r own French language 
parish. The French l e f t St. Peter's, I n 1870 t h e i r own church was completed around the co: 
ner on Pine Street on land given to them by the Hamilton M i l l . The old parish then decided t( 
build a new building. The o r i g i n a l church was moved to i t s present s i t e and i n 1872 a new c l ; 
board Gothic Revival church s t i l l standing but altered by synthetic siding was b u i l t on the 

. o r i g i n a l s i t e . Along with the new church building came a new name for the parish, St. Mary's 
, (See Continuation Sheet) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Burns, Brian, ed. Footsteps Through History. Southbridge: Worcester County Newspapers, 
1980, p. 46 

Gatineau, Felix, Histoire des Franco-Americains de Southbridge, Framingham: 
Lakeview Press, 1919, pp. 32-41 

. Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Society Leaflets, Vol. I I , #13, p. 113. 

: - \ 8/85 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CGKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccxmunity: M R A 

Southbridge 

Form No: 
A-113 

Property Name: . St. Peter's-R.C. Church/— 
St. Mary's School 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^id i is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

The old church was adapted as a parish school and s t i l l serves i n that capacity today. 
The f i r s t structure b u i l t by a Roman Catholic congregation i n Southbridge, t h i s building 
has been i n constant use by i t s o r i g i n a l parish since i t s construction. 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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