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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (if known) PHYSICAL 'APPEARANCE

This house is a large two story brick structure, 
as^ymftrical in plan, Italianate in style, and crowned by 
hipped roofs. A long one story porch projects from the 
facade on the east side of the house. The above description 
applies to the house as originally built as well as to the 
present house. Although the interior has been modernized 
to some extent over the years, few alterations appear to have 
been made to the exterior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

General George Crook (1829-1890) was a distinguished Civil 
War officer and Indian fighter. He was stationed at Fort Omaha 
as head of the U.S. Army's Department of the Platte from 1875-82 
and again from 1886-88. In this capacity, Crook played a significant 
role in disarming hostile Indians in the northern Great Plains 
and opening this area to white settlement. He moved into what is 
commonly known as the Crook House following its completion early 
in 1879. General and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant were purportedly 
entertained here in November, 1879. Although the building has 
been used for various purposes in intervening years, it is 
currently used, just as it was originally, as the commanding officer's 
quarters at Fort Omaha.

Established as "Sherman Barracks 11 in 1868 and renamed "Fort 
Omaha" in 1878, the fort is now operated by the U.S. Navy and 
used by several branches of the U.S. armed forces as a recruiting, 
training, and administrative facility. The Crook House is one of 
the oldest buildings at Fort Omaha and is viewed as the most 
historically important structure located here. Now under study 
by the Nebraska State Historical Society is a proposal to nominate 
the entire 82% acre Fort Omaha property to the National Register. 
An official Nebraska Historical Marker was recently erected at Fort 
Omaha.
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