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Historic Nane Ephrai m Hanmmond House

Use: Present property of Mass. Girl Scouts
Original Farm house

CESR PTTON

Dat e c. 1775

Source Mariorie W Childs—Some Historic
Wal t ham House
Style Ceorgi an

Architect unknown
Exterior V| Fabric @ anboard

Qut buil dings Large bam on prem ses-C
others excluded from nomnati i":"
Myor Aterations (wth dates)
restored during the1920's

Qndition  good

from (west on sane property)
Moved Pidgeon Hill Date late 19th c.
Acreage |ess than one
Setting situated onrise facing | ovrubble-
stone retaining, wall and semicircular drive

part of extensive wooden tract

Recorded by Ed Gordor

Organi zation ‘ivaltham Elstorlcal Conm

Dat e July, 1986
revised C Jenkins 2/8S



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRITER A STATEMENT {if applicable) -
The Ephriam Hanmond House has a long andillustrious history associated with several facets

Wl t haml s devel opment. |t was constructed ¢ 1775 onfarm land in northern \Waltham that had

been owned by the Hanmond family since the md-17th ceatury. | nthe md-19th century, the farm
was purchased by the famly of Cornelia Otis Warren, noted philanthropist, andjoined the ranks
of Walthanmls estates. | nthe 1920s, Ms. Warren beauethed the estate, then known as Cedar .'ill,

to acharitable corporation. TheGirl Scouts of Anerica whowere the eventual recipientsre-
stored the house and have owned i t ever since. TheEphriam Hanmond House possesses integrity of
location (since |ate-19th), design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation.
It is significant as one of a handful of md-18th century dwellings in the comunity, andfor

GONT
ARHTECTURL. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The Enphrai m Hanmond House i s the only exanple of a side hall plan Georgian period house i n
[valtham  This house consints of a 2-story main block with three bay main facade andells which
project from the east andwest walls. [In general, windows are fully enframed with thin,

raised mol dings and contain 6/6wod sash. Thefront door opens ontoa smll open front

porch with square porch posts. Thewest el |l exhibits adistinctive lean toprofile. The
building's rear wall exhibits anL-shaped Italianate porch with chanpfered posts.

The house i s sheathed with clapboards and encl osed by an end gable roof with chimey stack
aligned with the entry.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

According to Marjorie W Child s®this farm house was probably built by Ephrai m Hammond

son of Deacon Thormas Harmond Jr, |t may date tothe time of Ephraims first marriage in 1775.
Originally this house stood onPidgeon Kill but wasnoved at sone point during the late 19th c.
* The first Thomas Harmond i n Wal t ham purchased 67 acres of land in the Beaver/Linden St's
« area from John Stowers asearly as 1650 (with anadditional 140 acres in many other scattered
lots). Ephraim Humond was born in 1745 and died in 1802

During the early 19th c. struggling Waltham | awyer Daniel Webster is said t ohave

been a frequent visitor tothe house, stopping here for tea onhis way togofishing. The

old Hammond |ands were greatly Inproved after their purchase by Cornelia Otis Warren's father,
during the m d19th c. The Enphrai m Hanmond House served the Warren fami |y as a house for
their coachman. The Warren family's Walthamestate was called Cedar Kill. The main housewas
an Italiante/Mansard mansion which was denolished in 1950. The Warren estate (north sideof
Beaver St.) enconpassed 145 acres of land, divided between pasture, woodl and, and cultivated
land. Qnthe Smith side of Beaver St. were acres of corn andrye. Cedar Kill was known for
its variety of trees, Many brought from abroad. M ss Warren's father owned the Congin

Paper Mill in Westbrook, Maine (beginning in 1854). This plant was |ater knownas

Cumberland Mills. Throughout her life. Mss Warren was engaged i n soci al work—she was a
trustee of the Hone for Incurables, aDirector of the Dennison Settlement House in Boston,

and Treasurer of the College Settlement Association. TheGirls Clubs of Walthamand

West brook, aswell as the Boy Scouts, received her interest andfinancial support. Overtine
the Warren's Cedar Hill estate became fanous for itsnaze.- |t was "designed for the pleasure of

B BU A3 and/ or  FHHRENES

Marjorie W Childs, "Some Historic \Waltham Houses", 1962, WP L.
Dorothy M Prescott, "Cornelia Otis Warren andthe Story of Cedar Hill", 1958, WP L.
EL  Sanderson, \Waltham 1630-1884
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children and was based on t hemaze at Hanpton Court. The Cedar Hill Dairy became fanous
for theexcellent quality of itsmlk and for thenodern sanitary methods used. o "

M ss Warren nade a provision i n herwill, that her home—he Cedar Hill mansion
House—and about 200 acres of land comprising theestate, be given t oany corporations,
legally charitable, tobe mintained as a rest home or similar use. The estate was .
eventually awarded t ot heMassachusetts Girl Scout Council. Cedar Hill openedits
gates tovisitors on My 11, 1923 for t heoccasion of theAnnual Meeting of the Mss.
Girl Scout Council. From 1923 until thelate 1940's, Ms. Janes Storrow played akey
role i ntheadmnistration of Cedar Hill. |t was under her |eadership that t heEphraim
Harmond House or "ol d white farm house” was restored.

According to Marjorie Childs, Ms. Storrow obtained theservices of EIi Coneau, a
French Canadi an craftsman and builder. This project was assisted through the cooperation
of amateurs, collectors of ol dfurniture, and experts on their refurnishing, particularly
Edward C \Wheeler, Jr. and Mss ME Noyes. According toMarjorie Childs "the old fire
places with their brick ovens had been walled up and stoves stood i nthem ddle of the
rooms. Qne wing had not been used for years and was moul dy, theroof |eaked and pillar?®
and sills were rotten." Interestingearly feature i nthis house includes old hinges,
the kitchen's substantial hand-cut beans and large fireplace, narrow front stairs and
the sheathing of 20 inch pine discovered under mi x layers of wall papers i none of the
bedr ooms.

The property also encompasses a substantial mid 19t hc. wooden barn with nultipane
transom over itslarge double doors. This barn's broad gable roof exhibits a | owstage
at theridge's center which probably once supported a cupol a. .

Criteria Statenment

its associations with theagricultural, and estate history of Waltham as well asits
connections with t he Massachusetts Girl Scouts Council. |t meets criteria A and Cof
the National Register of Historic.Places.; ,

Verbal Boundary Description & Justificaiton

The nomination i sconfined totheHnond House, thelarge barn with cupola that i s located
directly behind, and t heland extending 25" from t heperimeter of thebuildings. The
nom nation i sconfined tothese two buildings because t heother buildings on thelarge

lot do not contribute tothesignificance of the Ephriam Hammond House, nor do they date
fromitsperiod of significance. They arecontenporary office and residential struc-
tures used bv theGirl Scouts.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Nvimber: 89001490 Dat.e List:ed: 09/28/89
Hammond, Ephraim, House M ddl esex MA
Prop>erty Naune County State
Wal t ham MRA 'y

Mul tipl e Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with t heattached nom nation docunmentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or eunendnents,
notwi thstanding t heNational Park Service certification included
in thenom nation docunmentation.

Date of Action

Amrended Items i nNom nation:

Statement of significance: Criteria

Criterion Aisjustified i n thetext forsocial history, although
not explicitly stated as such, for theproperty's historic
associations with theGirl Scouts of America.

This information was confirmed with Ann Tait, Acting National
Regi ster Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wi thout nom nation attachment)
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