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Town Waltham, >LA 

Address 265 Beaver Street 

Historic Name Ephraim Hammond House 

Use: Present property of Mass. G i r l Scouts 

Original Farm house 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c.1775 

Source Mariorie W. Childs—Some Historic 
Waltham House  

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clanboard 

Outbuildings Large bam on premises-C 

others excluded from nominati i":" 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

restored during the 1920's 

Condition good 

from (west on same property)  
Moved Pidgeon H i l l Date la t e 19th c. 

Acreage less than one 

Setting situated on rise facing lov rubble­

stone retaining, wall and semicircular drive 

part of extensive wooden t r a c t 

OTM REFERENCE /q IVI 7qoN/^'f^520 

BSGS QUADRANGLE i^V/A17yDAI 

SCALE !: Z5y.no 

Recorded by Ed Gordor 

Organization 'ivaltham E l s t o r l c a l Comm. 

Date July, 1986 

revised C. Jenkins 2/8S 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT { i f applicable) -

The Ephriam Hammond House has a long and i l l u s t r i o u s history associated with several facets 
Waltham's development. I t was constructed c 1775 on farm land i n northern Waltham that had 
been owned by the Hammond family since the mid-17th ceatury. I n the mid-19th century, the farm 
was purchased by the family of Cornelia Otis Warren, noted philanthropist, and joined the ranks 
of Waltham's estates. In the 1920s, Ms. Warren beauethed the estate, then known as Cedar . ^ i l l , 
to a charitable corporation. The G i r l Scouts of America who were the eventual recipients re­
stored the house and have owned i t ever since. The Ephriam Hammond House possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
location (since late-19th), design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 
I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of a handful of mid-18th century dwellings i n the community, and for 

CONT 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
The Emphraim Hammond House i s the only example of a side h a l l plan Georgian period house i n 
Ivaltham. This house consints of a 2-story main block with three bay main facade and e l l s which 
project from the east and west walls. I n general, windows are f u l l y enframed with t h i n , 
raised moldings and contain 6/6 wood sash. The fro n t door opens on to a small open fr o n t 
porch w i t h square porch posts. The west e l l exhibits a d i s t i n c t i v e lean to p r o f i l e . The 
building's rear wall exhibits an L-shaped I t a l i a n a t e porch with champfered posts. 
The house i s sheathed with clapboards and enclosed by an end gable roof with chimney stack 
aligned with the entry. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
According to Marjorie W. Child's^ t h i s farm house was probably b u i l t by Ephraim Hammond 
son of Deacon Thomas Hammond Jr, I t may date to the time of Ephraim's f i r s t marriage i n 1775. 
Or i g i n a l l y t h i s house stood on Pidgeon K i l l but was moved at some point during the l a t e 19th c. 

• The f i r s t Thomas Hammond i n Waltham purchased 67 acres of land i n the Beaver/Linden St's 
• area from John Stowers as early as 1650 (with an additional 140 acres i n many other scattered 

l o t s ) . Ephraim Hammond was born i n 1745 and died i n 1802. 
During the early 19th c. struggling Waltham lawyer Daniel Webster i s said to have 

been a frequent v i s i t o r to the house, stopping here for tea on his way to go fis h i n g . The 
old Hammond lands were greatly Improved a f t e r t h e i r purchase by Cornelia Otis Warren's father, 
during the mid 19th c. The Emphraim Hammond House served the Warren family as a house for 
their coachman. The Warren family's Waltham estate was called Cedar K i l l . The main house was 
an Italiante/Mansard mansion which was demolished i n 1950. The Warren estate (north side of 
Beaver St.) encompassed 145 acres of land, divided between pasture, woodland, and cultivated 
land. On the Smith side of Beaver St. were acres of corn and rye. Cedar K i l l was known for 
i t s v a r i e t y of trees, Many brought from abroad. Miss Warren's father owned the Congin 
Paper M i l l i n Westbrook, Maine (beginning i n 1854). This plant was l a t e r known as 
Cumberland M i l l s . Throughout her l i f e . Miss Warren was engaged i n social work—she was a 
trustee of the Home for Incurables, a Director of the Dennison Settlement House i n Boston, 
and Treasurer of the College Settlement Association. The Girls Clubs of Waltham and 
Westbrook, as well as the Boy Scouts, received her interest and f i n a n c i a l support. Overtime 

. the Warren's Cedar H i l l estate became famous for i t s maze.- I t was "designed for the pleasure of 
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children and was based on the maze at Hampton Court. The Cedar H i l l Dairy became famous 
for the excellent quality of i t s milk and for the modern sanitary methods used. • " 

Miss Warren made a provision i n her w i l l , that her home—the Cedar H i l l mansion 
House—and about 200 acres of land comprising the estate, be given to any corporations, 
l e g a l l y charitable, to be maintained as a rest home or similar use. The estate was • ''' 
eventually awarded to the Massachusetts G i r l Scout Council. Cedar H i l l opened i t s 
gates to v i s i t o r s on May 11, 1923 for the occasion of the Annual Meeting of the Mass. 
G i r l Scout Council. From 1923 u n t i l the l a t e 1940's, Mrs. James Storrow played a key 
role i n the administration of Cedar H i l l . I t was under her leadership that the Ephraim 
Hammond House or "old white farm house" was restored. 

According to Marjorie Childs, Mrs. Storrow obtained the services of E l i Comeau, a 
French Canadian craftsman and builder. This project was assisted through the cooperation 
of amateurs, collectors of old f u r n i t u r e , and experts on t h e i r refurnishing, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Edward C. Wheeler, Jr. and Miss M.E. Noyes. According to Marjorie Childs "the old f i r e 
places with t h e i r brick ovens had been walled up and stoves stood i n the middle of the 
rooms. One wing had not been used for years and was mouldy, the roof leaked and p i l l a r ^ 
and s i l l s were r o t t e n . " Interesting early feature i n t h i s house includes old hinges, 
the kitchen's substantial hand-cut beams and large f i r e p l a c e , narrow front s t a i r s and 
the sheathing of 20 inch pine discovered under mix layers of wall papers i n one of the 
bedrooms. 

The property also encompasses a substantial mid 19th c. wooden barn with multipane 
transom over i t s large double doors. This barn's broad gable roof exhibits a low stage 
at the ridge's center which probably once supported a cupola. • • 

C r i t e r i a Statement 
i t s associations with the a g r i c u l t u r a l , and estate history of Waltham, as well as i t s 
connections with the Massachusetts G i r l Scouts Council. I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of 
the National Register of Historic .Places.; , 

Verbal Boundary Description & J u s t i f i c a i t o n 

The nomination i s confined to the Hamond House, the large barn with cupola that i s located 
d i r e c t l y behind, and the land extending 25' from the perimeter of the buildings. The 
nomination i s confined to these two buildings because the other buildings on the large 
l o t do not contribute to the significance of the Ephriam Hammond House, nor do they date 
from i t s period of significance. They are contemporary o f f i c e and re s i d e n t i a l struc­
tures used bv the G i r l Scouts. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Hammond, Ephraim, House 
Prop>erty Neune 

Waltham MRA 

Middlesex 
County 

MA 
State 

'y 
Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of Hi s t o r i c 
Places i n accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
i n the nomination documentation. 

Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

Statement of significance: C r i t e r i a 

C r i t e r i o n A i s j u s t i f i e d i n the t e x t f o r s o c i a l h i s t o r y , although 
not e x p l i c i t l y s tated as such, f o r the property's h i s t o r i c 
associations w i t h the G i r l Scouts o f America. 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed w i t h Ann T a i t , Acting National 
Register D i r e c t o r , MASHPO, by telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL: N 
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 
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DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/|̂  see attached SLR ̂ N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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