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OWNER'S NAME:

Norman B. Mears Investment
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St. Paul Minnesota
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Ramsey County Courthouse
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TITLE OF SURVEY:
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Minnesota Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

Building 25, Fort Snelling
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D ORI GI N Al_ (if known) ~PH[YSI C AL. APPEAR AN C E

The Merchant's National Bank is a four story, combination stone 
bearing wall and steel frame commercial structure. Built in 1892; the 
first floor was designed as a banking facility with office space avail-, 
able on the top three floors and accessible from the staircase leading 
from the first floor lobby.

Architecturally, the building is a well articulated example of 
Romanesque design. The front (west) and side (south) elevation, which 
are the only two elevations with any architectural detailing, are well 
organized complimentation of glass and stone masonry surfaces. Each 

CverticJJLi>ank of windows is divided by a turret extending above the roof 
line. The windows are of arched design at the bottom and top levels, 
with the bottom window being designed in such a mariner as to make the 
first two floors appear as one. The overall effect is to. create the 
appearance of an extremely well proportioned._three story building.

The most distinctive feature of the exterior is its ornate appearance 
characterized by the careful utilization of rough, carved and polished 
stone. Built on a granite base, local rusticated red sandstone faces 
the exterior with polished stone columns and carved stone lintels 
detailing the window openings. Carved stone is also utilized along the 
upper cornice line. Consequently, the overall result is the creation 
of an extremely attractive and highly textured exterior facade«

The building is presently used almost entirely as an office 
structure. The entry lobby along with the exterior elevations have 
undergone very little alteration and the only major change being the 
recent^remodeling,of the.basement,into a restaurant.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McGoll Building, located at Fifth and Jackson Streets in St. Paul, 
was built in 1892 according to the design of Edward P.^lTassford. 
Originally, this building housed the old Merchants National Bank Building 
and law offices. The history of the r bank dates back to 1872 when it 
opened for business in the old St. Paul Press building.

The financial institution was founded by some of the most prestigious 
business and industrial leaders in St. Paul. The name of the institution 
symbolized the majority of those gentlemen who represented the city's 
wholesale and retail mercantiling industry; this industry was responsible 
for the growth of St. Paul into one of the major urban centers in 19th 
century upper midwest America.

By 1880 the Merchants National Bank had doubled its capital to one 
million dollars, and had two hundred thousand dollars of surplus. The 
space that the bank occupied in 1890 was no longer adequate, and the 
directors decided to erect a suitable building.' A site" convenient to the 
wholesale district on the northeast corner of Fifth and Jackson Streets 
was purchased for seventy thousand dollars. There the bank erected this 
building, costing approximately one hundred seventy thousand dollars. 
The bank building was the center of some of the major financial trans­ 
actions of the Northwest's development at the turn of the century.

The law offices of many nationally eminent legal figures who 
practiced in the era when St. Paul was playing an important national role 
in the law were located in the McColl Building. It was here that Cushman 
Kellogg Davis, governor, United States Senator, chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and scholar practiced in partnership with 
Cordenio A. Severance, one time president of the American Bar Association, 
and with Frank B. Kellogg, later United States Senator, ambassador to 
Great Britain, Secretary of State and Justice of the World Court. Here 
also practiced the firm of Butler and Mitchell. Pierce Butler went on 
to the United States Supreme Court and William D. Mitchell to the 
solicitor generalship of the United States.

In the spring of 1967 the McColl Building was threatened by demoli­ 
tion. Threatened demolition was due to a proposed plan to widen the 
east side of Jackson Street by twelve feet and the north side of Fifth 
Street by fifteen feet, to accommodate the desired number of traffic and

turning lanes at the intersection where the McColl Building stands. 
At this time architects and historians presented a strong defense to 
preserve the building. They considered the four story red sandstone

(see continuation sheet)
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8. Significance

structure, at the lower end of the lo.op where St. Paul history began, to 
be a prime example of what the city was like in the late 19th century. 
Weighing downtown traffic needs against St. Paul's historical values, the 
St. Paul City Council members decided to save the building.

The McColl Building J^ one of the last remaining examples of those mas­ 
sive red stone Romanesque structures which so typified the prosperous, 
growing St. Paul in its great era of expansion following the completion of 
the Northern Pacific to the Coast in the 1880s. It is the only structure 
to remind generations' to"come of old Jackson Street, once one of the busier 
arteries in' downtown St. Paul, and it is truly one of the most beautiful 
of St. Paul's old business houses.
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