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1. Name

For NPS use only 

received -JAN I 

date entered

historic Skillern, John, House

and/or common N/A

2. Location

street & number
T of - neaE~tbe^con< for publication

city, town

state Idaho code ° 16 county Camas code ° 25

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
_JL_ building(s) JC__ private 

•structure both
site Public Acquisition
object N/A_ in process

N/A being considered

Status
X _ occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

X yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
agriculture

__ commercial 
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum

park

x private residence
religious
scientific
transportation

other:

4. Owner of Property

name parlene ]

street & number 4800 Bfond Street

city, town N/A vicinity of state Idaho 83706

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Camas County Courthouse

street & number Center Street

city, town Fairfield stele Idaho 83327

6. Representation in Existing Surveys __________
title Idaho State Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? __ yes _X_ no

date federal .JL state county local

depository for survey records Idaho State Historical Society

city, town Boise state Idaho 83702



7. Description

Condition
excellent ...

x .^iirtrt i Mat
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

_X_ altered

Check one
X original site

moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

The Skillern house is a simple one-and-one-half-story log building with a plain 
gable roof. The house sits in the expansive, -rolling valley floor of a mountain 
meadow in south central Idaho. Originally a .single-room structure, the building 
has a main section formed by a rectangular crib, and covered by a gable roof, 
square in proportions, providing a large porch under the eaves and across half the 
lateral front of the structure. The logs are locally cut lodgepole pine with 
simple lap notching, sitting on a stone pier foundation. Subsequent attempts to 
reduce sill-log decay by the addition of concrete have covered portions of the 
foundation. The logs of the main crib body are chinked with split poles and 
covered with a daubing of lime, sand, and either well-chopped straw or manure.

The large roof is framed of 2" x 6" rough-cut milled lumber, spaced 30" off center 
at a 1:1 pitch. A dimensional wall plate is notched and nailed into the top log 
for bearing. Log poles form the bottom chord of the truss, acting as ceiling 
joists for a loft space inside the crib and creating the porch ceiling across the 
front of the building. In the porch section, upright logs provide bearing for a 
plate and the log joists. Rafters have a l"-x-8" collar beam and dwarf pole studs 
for additional support. The gable ends of the roof are covered with vertical 
board and batten. Rough cut l"-x-2" boards were used for sheathing over the 
rafters. These are covered with split cedar shakes for the roof surface.

The interior of the crib is a single room with a central atrium space* There is 
access to floored sleeping lofts at each end of the atrium. Small log poles are 
used for loft railing. A stone chimney, located at the north gable end, was in 
stalled the year following construction of the cabin.

There are a pair of single-pane hinged windows, symmetrically located on the north 
elevation. A single non-operable, nine-pane window is centrally placed on the 
south elevation. Originally there were a small pair of multi-paned windows on the 
front side, but one has been removed. The original window was reused in an addi 
tion. A log wing has been added, extending outward in the original porch area to 
the north side. It is constructed of logs originally cut for the building and 
stored for future expansion* This addition was made in 1948 by the present owner. 
The original wooden porch floor was replaced with concrete in 1951. Shutters and 
slab windowq trim were added in the 1950's. These few changes are all the known 
alterations to the building.

The property also includes a 1970 T s frame and sheet rock outhouse, not included in 
the nomination.
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Owners of Property:

Darlene I. Wilcox 
4800 Bond Street 
Boise, ID 83706

and U.S. Forest Service 
1525 Addison Avenue East 
Twin Falls, ID 83301



8. Significance

Period
__ prehistoric 

1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799
1800-1899

X 1900-

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community nlannino

archeology-historic
x agriculture
X architecture

art
commerce
communications

conservation

economics
eduction

engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture

social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1921-1922 Builder/Architect john Skillern (builder)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Skillern house represents an early example of the Rustic Style summer resi 
dence. Though based on the romantic image of the pioneer cabin, it differs in 
plan and detail from traditional folk cabins. The design of the cabin is attrib 
uted to Mrs. John Skillern. She, in turn, credited the influence of the log hotel 
at Yellowstone Park, built in 1904. Of course, the cabin is a minute reflection 
of the massive Old Faithful Inn, but the high pitched roof and the lateral front 
eave porch do bear a resemblance to it. The porch provided a suitable setting in 
the mountain environment for social occasions and a protected refuge for reflec 
ting on nature. On the inside, the building continued the rustic ideal with the 
simple detailing of pole railings for the two loft sleeping areas. Other features 
representative of the Rustic Style include horizontal log construction, a steep 
roof pitch, the fieldstone chimney, cedar shingles, exposed logs on the interior 
walls, and the open plan with lofts.



9. Major Bibliographical References ____
Idaho Daily Statesman (Boise). February 21, 1937, Section II, p. 1, c* 1 .

Hawley, James. History of Idaho. Volume 3. Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1920, 
pp. 810-811.

f!Qnve.rsal:- fTi rflnrLctnn nf .TrVhn Sk i 1 1 ^ r-n .

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property Ift&o"t'h«flr"01^ 

Quadrangle name Sydney Butte 

UMT References
Quadrangle scale .7.5

* LLJ I6 F
Zone Easting Northing Northing

El i I I I i [ 

Gl . I 11,1 I I i I i I
Fl , I 11,1,1 1,1,1

Hi l I I I , I . i I 1,1,1

, ,

Verbal boundary description and justification

The nomin^ioX includes the John Skillern House located in SW % of SW % of Section 1, 
T3N, Rl3E.;^ise Meridian. '

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state N/A code county code

1 1 • Form Prepared By

name/title Frederick L. Walters, historic preservation consultant

organization Thurber & Associates date

street& number ^23 Hays Street telephone 345-4698

city or town Boise state Idaho 83705

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

—— national ^_ state ^ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665)* I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

*'*le IDAHO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
date

; For NFS use only
I hereby certify ihat this property is included in the National Register

/UA
ional Regi

if
Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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The Skillern house is historically significant for its association with the Idaho 
sheep industry. An important element in the development of the sheep-raising 
industry of the western United States was the summer grazing allotments leased on 
government land: the meadows and open range of the high mountains, acessible only 
in the summer. Sheep ranchers wintered their stock in the warmer low valleys, 
where food was supplied to the animals and a close watch could be kept during the 
early spring lambing period. After the adult sheep were sheared in the late 
spring, large trail drives were undertaken to move the sheep onto the leased 
mountain land for summer grazing. During the fall, the herd was reassembled, a 
portion sold to the livestock market, and the rest trailed back to winter 
quarters.

John Skillern entered the sheep business in 1901 and within ten years had devel 
oped a herd of 16,000 and established an allotment of 40,000 acres on government 
land in south-central Idaho. During the summer grazing months, sheep wagons and 
tents were used as headquarters, while Basque sheepherders from Spain were em 
ployed to take small bands across the allotment and return them in the fall. The 
headquarters camp was the basis of supply pack trains and field organization. By 
the end of World War 1, the Seven H-L Sheep Company of John Skillern had grown 
upwards of 80-90,000 head of sheep. The Skillern house was built in 1921-1922 as 
a small headquarters cabin on the southern edge of the allotment land across Big 
Smokey Creek from a U.S. Forest Service station. Here a better organization and 
supply headquarters was established. Skillern could close his residence in Boise 
and move his family into the mountains for the summer season. Amidst the work of 
the ranching operation, entertainment of friends and visiting businessmen grew 
rapidly with the newly constructed cabin. Coining in by car from the town of 
Fairfield, 25 miles to the south, representatives from Chicago, Omaha, and the 
West Coast could discuss business transactions in a relaxed atmosphere while being 
provided with comfortable lodging.

A combination of the Depression and allotment reduction began the demise of the 
Skillern sheep operation. By 1936, the Forest Service had reduced the allotment 
to only enough land to handle 5000 animals. In 1940, the Skillern family began 
negotiations to sell the cabin and allotment rights. The cabin was purchased by 
the father of the current owner. The sale was the end of one of the largest sheep 
ranching operations in Idaho.
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Acreage: 10 acres

Verbal Boundary Description: The nomination includes the John Skillern 
House and the property on which it stands, the SW 1/4 SW 1/4 SW 1/4 
Section 1, T3N, R13E, Boise Meridian.


