INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Plhmopisez

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Delaware
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Sussex
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) ™ 18 7

C OMMON:

Pagan Creek Dike

AND/OR HISTORIC:

MBER:

On Pagan Creek near New Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Lewes
STATE CODE |COUNTY: coDE
Delaware 10 Sussex 005
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) SHI v TO THE PUBLIC
[ Distriet [ Building ] Public Public Acquisition: [J Occupied Yes:
[ Site Structure Private {3 In Process Unoccupied Restricted
] Object ] Both [ Being Considered [ Preservation work [0 Unrestricted
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[] Agricultural [] Government [ Park [C] Transportation [J Comments
[} Commercial [ Industrial ] Private Residence Other (Specity)
(] Educational 3 Military [J Religious Abandoned
[C] Entertainment

1 Museum

[] Scientific

S NAME:

Mr., Samuel Russell

STREET AND NUMBER:

:31VLS

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Lewes

Delaware

Sussex County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

The Circle

TALNNOD

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Georgetown

Delaware

TITLE OF SURVEY %5 m
e

. . -

Sussex Society of Archaeology and Histoxry recoxds # 3

DATE OF SURVEY: [[}] Federal ] State County [} Local Ll

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: o0 g

-
. Go
Published %
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

ILva

ATINO 3SN SdN 304




(Check One)

] Excellent [] Good ] Fair f<1 Deteriorated [ Ruins [ Unexposed
CONDITION pr——— {Check One)
(R Altered [ Unaltered ] Moved ¥ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\

long, nine to fen feet wide at the top, constructed of clay and
loam piled atop a sand fboting, whiéh rests on marsh mud.
main channel of Pagan Creek intéisects the dike at its south end,
where a timber=-crib bridge abutment has been found by archaeological
investigators. Near the northern terminus of the dike, the fill

was partially removed by construction of the Queen Anne's Railroad

in 1896,

A northern extension of the center line of the dike intersects
an early house site, situated on the West India Fort tract.

In some places, the dike sti{i\rises about two feet above

the level of the adjacent marsh.

Although the structure has always been known as a dike, it
should more properly be called a causeway; during the seventeenth
century, the two terms were used interchangeably to describe an

earthwork built for drainage or transportation, or both.

The Pagan Creek Dike is a causeway or road, about 700 feet
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STATEMEQT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pagan Creek dike is one of the oldest surviéiﬁé road
structures in Delaware. Because it has been abandoned since
Colonial times, it has remained virtually unchanged. The dike
was apparently built by the Dutch settlers to connect the West
India Company fort with the hinterland beyond Pagan Creek.
Archaeological sectioning has revealed that the causeway is bﬁilt
in the Dutch, rather than the English, fashion, with a sand
fo1.1nc1a1:ion.‘a‘ts

- The fort had been granted under Dutch rule to Peter Alrichs,

who was authorized by the Dutch West India Company to exercise
its trading monopoly with the Indians at Zwaanendael. After the
Dutch government fell, Alrichs lost his monopoly and Helmanus

Wl%Ebanck moved to obtain title to the fort land. Because Lewes
lay in the zone disputed by the Maryland Colony and the Duke of
York's government, Wiltbanck filed a Maryland claim for the fort
site in 1670. The Duke's government confirmed Wiltbanck's claim
in 1672. Wiltbanck once owned the land on both ends of the dike,
for he eventually obtained titlk to the Tower Hill tract on the
opposite bank.

By 1773, the dike was already an old landmark and was no

L longexr used as a road



Marine, David.

The Archeolog, vol. VII,

Marine, David.

"Duke of York Patents on Pilot Town Road."
no.2 (September 1955), pp. 1-4,
"Further Work on the Pagan Creek Dike(Near Lewes)."

The Archeolog, vol. X, no. 1 (April 1958), pp. 1-8.
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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DUTCH SETTLEMENT PATTERN AT LEWES

Based on an original map by David Marine
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