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Visible features of the Rood's Landing Site include eight pyramidal mounds four 
large and four relatively small, and two ditches surrounding the land side of the 
site. The site is bounded by water on three sides, as it is located at the 
junction of Rood Creek, a small stream, and the Chattahoochee River. The site 
is located at the full pool level of Lake Walter F. George. Hence large 
portions of the village area and the edges of three mounds are either actively 
eroding into the lake or may be subject to erosion in the near future.

The eight pyramidal mounds are rectalinear platform mounds. Seven of these 
are either rectangular or square; the eighth (Mound A) may be pentagonal. 
It is possible that there is a Ninth mound on the site, Mound G. Because 
the area has been heavily plowed, it is not certain whether this round 
hillock is actually a mound or merely a material feature. It has not been 
tested a clarify this point.

Since the site is now a Corps of Engineers Access Area, it is no longer plowed. 
The plaza areas are heavily overgrown with weeds; the mounds and adjoining 
areas are heavily weeded.

Clearing and mapping the site during the summer of 1968 clarified understanding 
of the site, yielding much new information. For instance, clearing demonstrated 
that not only does the ramp on mound A face mound E, A actually points toward 
an unsuspected ramp which was found on the southeast side of mound E. Also in 
reference to mound E, it was discovered that this mound is almost exactly square 
and the corners of the mound are oriented toward the cardinal points. Another 
point which had been suspected was that mound E is located within a square of 
mounds consisting of mounds B, C. H, and I, with mound F possibly being on an 
extension beyond mound B. It is now certain that the intersection point of a 
line drawn from mound B to mound F and a line drawn from mound C to mound I is 
somewhere on the top of mound E. Clearing and surveying was not sufficient to 
determine exactly where this intersection would be.

All of the mounds on the site except mound I have been at least briefly examined 
in the past. Mound I was so densely covered with vegetation that most visitors 
to the site either were not aware of its existence or had not seen it. Mound I 
is apparently the least disturbed mound on the site, probably due to its previous 
inaccessibility. It is now, and possibly was in the past, the third largest mound 
on the site (A, E, and then I). This is not certain, however, due to the plowed 
down condition of Mound C. There is some indication that before being disturbed, 
mound C may have been approximately the same size as mound I.

Mound I is rectangular rather than square, as are mounds D, E and F. Mound I 
rather than having its corners or sides oriented toward the cardinal points, is 
oriented between them. Rough surveying does indicate that the orientation of 
mounds I and D are the same. It may be that some or all of the other peripheral 
mounds are similarly oriented. It will be difficult to determine this until ex­ 
cavations can be carried out on the sides of these mounds to locate their original 
slopes. Finally the moats should be mentioned. They are indicated on the sketch
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rood's Landing Site is an extremely importantxa'rchaeological site, known 
primarily for its occupation during Mississippian times about 700 or 800 years 
ago. It was the people living in the village at the site at that time who 
constructed the eight pyramidal mounds and in all proability, the two moats that 
are visible on the site today. The site is such a desirable location that there 
is much evidence that earlier peoples made extensive use of it as well. The 
earliest occupation may have been at the very beginning of the Archaic period, as 
evidenced by the late Paleo Indian-Early Archaic points that have been-fioctnd here. 
Projectile points of the type found date from as early as 7,000 to 8,000 B. C. The 
presence of steatite and fiber tempered bowleragments indicates that the site was 
also used by people living more than 3,000 years ago. All dates given for this site 
are estimates, since no carbon 14 samples have been tested.

^ 
Cartersville Check Stamped pottery indicates that the site contained a Middle
Woodland component. Rood's Phase and Bull Creek Phase pottery remain as evidence 
of Mississippian and Lamar occupations. During 1955 Joseph R. Caldwell excavated 
on top of Mound A, uncovering evidence of several structures and an encircling 
rampart. He did not excavate in the village area. In many places this rich village 
is now eroding into Lake Walter F. George.

The Rood's Landing site occupies a choice position in the south central Chattahoochee 
River valley. It is evident that this was appreciated by aboriginal peoples at 
many points in time, both before and after the introduction of agriculture to the 
area. Because of this, the site has a great potential for yielding important 
information concerning man's prehistoric occupation of this region. Since at least 
two separate occupations are in evidence dating from the time in which the platform 
mounds were in use, the site could contribute greatly to our understanding of 
the yet imperfectly understood Mississippian development in this region. We do not 
know why the people who first built platform mounds there left, nor do we know where 
they went. Likewise, when the site was reoccupied as not known or what were the 
circumstances of reoccupation. Such questions are only a fraction of those that could 
possibly be answered through further excavation, excavation that cannot take place 
without preservation.
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