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1. Name of Property

historic name Lower Roxbury Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Properties on Columbus Ave., Cunard St., Tremont St., and Walpole St. N/A not for publication
city or town Boston N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk code 025  zip code 02119

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presen/ation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
-*'meets « does not meet*the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

» nationally « statewide Cl™ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Siffiature of certifying official(Tile JuditvviB. McDonough, Executive Director Deile
Massachusetts Histoncal Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
A

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

fonal Parl< Service Certification

I, her”y certify that this property is: -i- Clio Date of Action
entered in the National Register ional Regiger io . A 1 N
» See continuation sheet.

» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Lower Roxbury Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownersfiip of Properl|66) j S Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private building(s)
public-local X district
public-State site
public-Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: apartment buildings

COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty stores,
restaurant, warehouse

RELIGION: religious facility.

church-related residence

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Renaissance
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:

Classical Revival, Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Suffolk County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
36 0 buildings
sites
structures
_ objects
36 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: apartment buildings
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty stores, restaurants
RELIGION: religious facility,

church-related residence

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone
walls Brick

roof Tar and Gravel, Synthetics
other Cornices: Metal, Brick

Angled Bays: Metal

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commendorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
ca. 1850-1944

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

See continuation sheets

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_. previously listed in the National Register

I<_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register (See continuation sheet)

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:



Lower Roxbury Historic District Suffolk County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property  Approximately 3.2 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 327960 4689020 3.19 328160 4689120
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.19 328120 4689140 4. 19 328120 4689080
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By
Dianne L. Siergiej, Principal, Commonweal Collaborative, for Boston Landmarks Commission
nameftitle with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1994
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city ortown Boston state MA zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Multiple
street & number telephone

city or town state zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management

and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRI PTI ON

The Lower Roxbury Historic District, Boston, is a 32 acre, well-
preserved, turn-of-the-twentieth-century apartment and m xed
commercial/residential neighborhood in an area of flat terrain
traversed by broad avenues. Roxbury, once a separate conmunity, is
now a neighborhood at the geographical center of the City of Boston to
which i twas incorporated in 1868 during a period of
metropolitanization in the second half of the nineteenth century

The district encompasses several blocks and is bounded by Trenont
Street on the south, Colunmbus Avenue on the north, and the western
boundaries of west side lots on Walpole Street on the west. The
eastern bound is less regular. |t runs to Burke Street at Trenont
Street and to 748 Col unmbus Avenue, but excludes property fronting
Burke Street as well the vacant lots and a couple of nodern buildings

along Coventry Street. Streets in Lower Roxbury Historic District
forma grid of rectangular city blocks. Trenmont Street and Colianbus
Avenue are wide, straight, major thoroughfares. Coventry, Cunard and

Wal pol e Street (aka St. Cyprian's Place) are short, straight streets
connecting these two boul evards.

The Lower Roxbury Historic District is densely built-up and entirely
urban in character. The architecture of the Lower Roxbury Historic
District is characteristicof the larger Lower Roxbury/South Boston
nei ghborhood as i t devel oped along Tremont Street and Col unmbus Avenue
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Existing as a
sizeable cluster of closely-built, historic structures, the district's
strength is itscollectionwithout intrusionof multi-story, turn-of-
the-century, brick. Revival style, residential and m xed
commercial/residential buildings. Most were designed by local
architects of varying notoriety, but experienced inmulti-family
residential design.

The district is distinguished fromits immediate surroundings by its
intact historic appearance and by its comparative density of
construction. The district represents an early attempt at wurban
renewal in which earlier, principally-frame structures were cleared
and replaced with masonry construction during a period of rapid

popul ation growth, progressing suburbanization, intense residential
construction, increased capital inprovements and advancing regulation
including the institution of health, fire and safety codes.

The level landscape of the vicinity results inpart fromits formation
as filled land fromearlier md flats and bays north and south of "the
Neck," a narrow strip of land, originally the only connector between
the City of Boston and the mainland. This filled area was laid out
with broad avenues and short, interconnecting streets beginning in the
third decade of the nineteenth century. The area within the district

(continued)
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itself appears to span both dry ground and filled marshland with the
' predom nance |ikely the latter inthe easternand southern parts of
" the district.

| mproved transportation inthe early nineteenth century ushered in a
| period of progress i neastern Roxbury transformmng i tfroma rural
village to a m xed-use area closely tied to the economc, physical and
{ social development of City of Boston. The area of Lower Roxbury
Historic District remained unsettled until the middle of the
nineteenth century when i t sstreets were laid out.

Dense settlement awaited the filling of marshes which surrounded the
area. Lower Roxbury developed into a m xed industrial and residential
area. Worker housing for those enployed locally or who walked to
plants i n Boston was constructed near factories. Frame barracks and
tenements were erected along with tiny, detached houses of the nore
prosperous. M xed-use, commercial-residential buildings were

constructed along the main thoroughfare, Tremont Street. Side streets
filled with sonme factories and 2 1/2 to 3 1/2-story, worker housing
built by mill owners. Despite some remai ni ng open space along side

streets, by the third quarter of the nineteenth century. Lower Roxbury
Historic District was crowded with such buildings

Suburbani zation, nade possible by expansion i nthe mddle of the
nineteenth century of the street railway system also impacted on
Lower Roxbury. The second wave of this process began the 1880's when
construction resumed after the Depression of 1873 and was acconpanied
by major public investments and new, residential construction
Infrastructure improvements to the drainage system renoved the annua
threat of flooding which plagued the vicinity. Fire regulations
introduced i n 1885 required brick construction i nthe area below
Ruggl es and Ward Street where Lower Roxbury Historic District is
located. Beginning inthe 1890's, i n combinationwith the widening
and extension of Colionbus Avenue, al | frame construction within

the district was demolished and replacedwith the masonry buildings
now standing.

Today the district is largely isolated by open space, public housing
and transportation projects created during urban renewal efforts begun

. inthe md twentieth century and continuing to date. Directly across
Trenont street fromthe district isa long, multi-story, modern (c.
1970"s), brutalist style, public housing, apartment block with
commercial space at ground level.

The view east of the district along rectilinear Tremont Street sweeps
past the nearby, former Chickering Piano Factory through the South
Boston neighborhood of late nineteenth-century buildings and

cul mnates with Boston's skyscrapers i nthe far distance

(continued)
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West of the district along Tremont Street the urban character of the
area is interruptedby the wide intersectionof Melnea Cass Boul evard.
Tremont Street thereafter becomes less straight and [ess-densely

devel oped. Although construction of a 10-story, office building on
the north side of the street has been recently completed, open lots
and scattered buildings such as the canpus of Roxbury Community

Coll ege on the south side of the street, typify the area

Opposite the district along Columbus Avenue is a vast, open area
consisting of several, paved parking lots and a multistory, cement and
glass, parking garage. The parking lots are well maintained and
surrounded by clean, well designed, but comparatively stark
contemporary buildings (ca. 1980's). The expanse of the parking |lots
is somewhat confined by a row of trees along the street.

Nevertheless, this emptiness combined with the wide, open street
contrasts strongly with the highly-articulated, urban character of the
buildings in the historic district across from it

Looking east of the historic district along Columbus Avenue provides a
long, straight and distinctly urban view past a mixture of |ate,
nineteenth-century apartments, a few factory buildings and several
post-modern apartment blocks which line both sides of the street to
Boston skyscrapers in the distance. Buil dings west of the historic
district along Colunmbus Avenue are of recent, |ess-dense construction

Lower Roxbury Historic District contains 36 contributinghbuildings and
3 vacant lots, I n each block, buildings stand shoulder to shoul der
sharing party walls. In almost al | cases, buildings are structured to
occupy nearly their entire lots except set backs and step backs to
rear elevations allow light infiltration. No service alleys exist
Wth rare exception, no space is allowed for vehicle entrances between
buildings. Open space on Burke and Coventry Streets has been excluded
fromthe district. Nearly all of these vacant |ots have remained
undevel oped since the turn-of-the century reconstruction of the area
Three unimproved lots have similarly persisted on Wal pole Street.

Wth few exceptions, buildings in the district are three to
five-story, apartment buildings of red, buff, or yellow brick. Built
within the span of a few years, nost are Classical Revival in style or
bear Classical Revival elements. Conmonly repeatedarchitectural
features include prom nent. Classical cornices which enphasize the
nearly universal, flat roof lines and multi-story, pressed metal-clad,
angl ed- prow, bay windows. Apartment buildings facing Tremont Street
and Col umbus Avenue house commercial space on the ground floor.
Buildings on the side streets are entirely residential. The few
storefronts found on side streets are part of buildings fronting
either of the two major thoroughfares

(continued)
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The earliest building in the district appears to be the Greek
Revival/ltalianate 1011-1019 Tremont Street which likely dates from
the 1850's. The largest nvimber of buildings in the district were
erected between 1894 and 1900. A few 764-768 Col umbus Avenue (1914)
788 Col i ombus Avenue (1912) and St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church (1075
Tremont Street; between 1915 and 1938) were built during the early
years of the 20th century.

Most buildings in the area have Classical Revival features. Not abl e
exceptions are the previously-mentioned 1011-1019 Tremont Street (pre
1868), the Neo-Gothic St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church (1075 Trenont
Street; between 1915 and 1938); the Renaissance Revival apartment
buildings at 32-38 Cunard Street (1898) and at 37-41 Cunard
Street/772-776 Coliambus Avenue and the Federal Revival apartment block
at 748 Colijmbus Avenue (1899, Federal Revival, Mp N. 32) .

Despite this general uniformity of style, few buildings look alike.
Variety of building size, shape, color, materials, and differing
expressions of Classical-inspired detail generate a diversity of
appearance. Although visually singular, apartment blocks in rmany
cases actually consist of two to three, identical, adjoining buildings
separated by fire walls.

Architectural design in the district is sophisticatedly expressed
Most buildings were devised by Boston-area architects with extensive

experience in conceiving multi-famly, urban dwellings. Both color
and trim elements are skillfully employed to both add variety and
ensure overall compatibility in the district. Construction is of red,

yellow, or buff-colored brick. Although color is randomy
distributed, a relative concentration of buff or yellow brick exists
on Cunard Street. Counteracting sharp contrasts between adjacent,
darker red brick and lighter buff or yellow brick buildings is the
combi nation of contrasting colored brick or stone work on each
building. Another trim element characteristic of the district is the
use of pressed metal sheathing on roof cornices, storefronts and bay

* | windows. Sone copper, aged to itsnaturally-oxidized green, is
present, but nost pressed-metal trim consists of painted, galvanized
iron. A minor anount of cement or cast stone is found on latter-date
structures.

Two exceptions to the uniformity of flat roof lines are St. Cyprian's
¥ Epi scopal Church with itspitched roof and the apartment blocks at
772-778 Colimbus Avenue (1899) with apparently recently-added mansard
roofs. Although nost of the pronounced. Classical and Classica

Revival cornices are executed in pressed metal, a few, such as
1011-1019 Trenmont Street (pre-1868) and 764-768 Col unbus Avenue (1914)
are nmade of wood. O sone properties: 772-778 Colionbus Avenue (1899)
37-41 Cunard Street (1899), 1021 Tremont Street (1894), 1023 Trenont
Street (1894), 1025-1027 Trenont Street (1894), 1029 Trenont Street

(continued)
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(1894) , 1031-1033 Tremont Street (1894),

(Suffolk County)
usetts

750- 752 Col unbus Avenue

(1899), the frieze as well as the cornice are covered with pressed

metal. Fire danage has resulted in the

loss of all or most of the

pressed-metal cornices at 1035-1039 Trenont Street (between 1890 and
1897) and 1041-1043 Trenont Street (1895). Several buildings in the

district have less-prominent, simple, co

rbeled-brick cornices: 1053-

1055 Tremont Street (between 1890 and 1897), 1057-1063 Trenmont Street
(1895) , 22-24 Wal pole Street (between 1899 and 1914) and 788 Col unbus

Avenue. Sone structures have corbeled b

rick friezes below pressed-

metal cornices: 32-38 Cunard Street, 1898).

The projections of multi-story, angled-p
design element of the district, add an i

row bays, the other conmon
mportant, three-dimensiona

aspect to the streetscape. Repeating bay windows add scul ptura

variety and rhythmto relieve the solid

protracted, rectilinear nature of these

feature is particularly important on Tre
on Colionbus Avenue.

Most angl ed bays are three-faceted in fo
paired on an individual facade, spring f
roof line to comprise a major ornamenta

Like many cornices in the district, nost
pre-fabricated pressed metal. Copper is
painted, galvanized iron is mst conmon.
panel ed ornament ranging from simple, re

massing and anonymty of the
streetscape. This typica
mont Street. Fewer are present

rm and, whether single or

rom the second story to the
feature of the building.
angl ed bays are sheathed with
occasionally found, but
Most angled bays have

ctangular designs as found at

1023 Tremont Street (1894) to highly- decorative features as exist on
1025-1027, 1029, 1031-1033, 1049-1051, 1053-1055, 1057-1063 Trenont

Street, 31 and 33 Cunard Street. At fir
Street, the single bay with a remant of
highly detailed rectangular paneling and
di amond and triangular-shaped panels and
swag. DistinctivelyClassical-inspired,

e- danaged 1035-1039 Trenont
original sheathing reveals
hal f-timber effects with
a Classical, bell flower
decorative elements

consisting of floral swags, dentil ranges, and Classical moldings, are

found on the angled bays at 1050-1052 Co
Street.

O the upper levels of twin buildings at
1029 Trenmont Street, the entire facade i
angl ed bays sheathed in pressed metal

separates each building fromits neighbo

| umbus Avenue and 1021 Trenont

1025- 1027 Trenmont Street and
s absorbed into two-story
Only a narrow strip of brick
r. Exceptional to the

district is the brick, full-height, bow-front structure at 22-24

Wal pol e Street.

Two, major apartment forms are common to

the district. A narrow

building form only two or three bays wide, conmbines one or two

regul arly-spaced bays with a multi-story
fromthe second floor to the roof line.
residential or commercial space with a s

, angl ed-prow bay that rises
The street level consists of
eparate, residential entrance

(continued)
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The latter is typically centered under the flat section of the facade.
Exanmpl es of this building formare found at 1021, 1023, 1041-1043, and
1053- 1055 Trenmont Street and 31 Cunard Street, in the paired, mirror-
i mge buildings at 1045-1047 and 1049-1051 Tremont Street and at 33
and 35 Cunard Street.

The second popular apartment building formis five or six bays wide,
with a multi-bay, flush, central section separating multi-story,
angl ed bays on each end of the facade. The ground floor is devoted to
residential or commercial or space with an individual, residential
entrance in the center bay.

Exanmpl es of this type are 1035-1039 Trenont Street (between 1890 and
1897), 19 Wal pole Street (between 1890 and 1897) and 23 Wal pole
Street/ 42-44 Cunard Street (1897). (we exception is 22-24 Wl pole
Street (between 1899 and 1914) where two, full-height, brick, bow
front bays sit at either extreme of the facade.

Anot her building formin the district mmcs three-and-a-half-story
town houses. None, however, has such a plan. Each unit contains
separate apartments on each floor. Exanples are located at 37, 39 and
41 Cunard Street (all 1899) 32, 34, 36 and 38 Cunard Street (all 1898)
and 748 Col unmbus Avenue (1899) . Unlike most other buildings in the
district, these adjacent, apartment blocks have no bay w ndows or
other projections along their facades.

> A remant of the industrial mixture which once characterized the
vicinity, is the large, commercial warehouse (now an auto parts store)
at 788 Col umbus Avenue (1912). This four-story property extends
sixteen bays to span the width of the block and is six bays deep with
| oading docks on side elevations. Classical Revival features,
including an imposing, segmental-arch, center entrance, are utilized
to enhance itscompatibilitywith the neighborhood.

—

‘. The sole, entirely commercial property is the one-story building at

" * 1065-1069 Tremont Street (1900). Historically, i thas served several
purposes. |t initially housed auction rooms, but by 1938 was occupied
by United Holiness Church. |t became a woodworking shop before 1960
and apparently remained such for the next thirty years. The one
institutional structure in the district is St. Cyprian's Episcopal
Chur ch.

Properties in the district are generally in good to excellent
condition. All storefronts except 1065-1069 Trenmont Street are
| eased. Nearly al | buildings are occupied and relatively well
mai nt ai ned. The several, fire-damaged buildings between 1035-1055

t Tremont Street are scheduled for certified rehabilitation. Some
original material, features and detailing in the form of pressed metal

V- (continued)
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cornices and sheathing on angled bays has been lost. Wndow sash has
al so been renoved.

Alterations within thedistrict arelargely limited tothewidespread
installation of replacement sash and relatively m nor changes t o
individual buildings. Ornamental, pressed-metal sheathing has been
removed frommulti-story, angled bays on theadjoining buildings at 19

s../  Walpole Street and 23 Walpole Street/42-44 Cunard Street. Wod
Texture 111 siding had been applied toenclose display wi ndows and

* encase t heroof cornice of thecommercial block at 1065-1069 Trenont
Street. The extent of original fabric remaining beneath thesheathing

' i sundeterm ned. _

Al t hough most storefronts i nthedistrict have been altered, existing

NN treatments generally consist of sympathetic designs with paneled kick
N plates and transom lights. Original iron or pressed-metal storefront
o ( cornices largely remain intact. Several original storefronts survive

i ntheproperties at 1021-1029 of Trenont Street.

Wth fewexceptions throughout thedistrict, original wi ndow sash has "

been supplanted by modern, metal, 1/1, double-hung, replacement sash.

», In a few instances (1011-1019 Trenont Street) vinyl replacenent sash

has been installed. One notable exanple where original sash largely

i/ survives is at the comercial warehouse at 788 Col unbus Avenue where
| arge, 8/8, double-hung, wood sash remains.

Especially well-preserved buildings exist between 1021 and 1033
Tremont Street, along Colunmbus Avenue and on Cunard Street.
Descriptions of significant or representative buildings follow.  Given
the generally narrow range i ndates of construction and limited
diversity of building type, properties arediscussed by selections of
distinctive properties along each street i nthe district.

As a prominent, cross-town thoroughfare, Tremont Street i sthenpst
h

highly visible section of thelLower Roxbury Historic District. One of
the most highly decorated and intact buildings i nthedistrict i s the
4-story, 3-bay, yellow-brick. Classical Revival, commercial/apartment

block at 1021 Tremont Street (1894, William Whitney Lewis, architect;
Map No. 3. Photo No. 1) . Designed by W W Lewis, a successful,

architect i nturn-of-the-century Boston, i ti sdetailed with pudding
stone wi ndow trim and coursing;, a heavy, prom nent, pressed- metal.
Classical cornice with modillions; elegant paneled andpilastered,

pressed-metal, angled bays trimmed with florets and floral swags and
terra cotta wall plaques with a foliate motif i nrelief above each
upper story window. | ti sone of thefewbuildings toretain
original, 2/2, double-hung sash and i t soriginal storefront. The
latter includes brick piers, pressed-metal cornice and wooden, w ndow
fittings including paneled kick plate, transomed display sash, and
panel ed wood door with glazed top.

(continued)
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Similar inprofile and massing, but rmuch plainer indesign and

contrasting i ncolor isthe adjacent, four-story, red brick. Classica

Revival, commercial/apartment block at 1023 Tremont Street (1894, D
D Kearns, architect; Mp No. 4, Photo No. 1) was designed by D D
Kearns of the Boston firm Kearns & Walsh, which had offices at 4
Exchange Place. Nothing i s known of their other work. On this
property, brownstone window sills and lintels contrast with the red
brick and light-green, three-story, three-bay wide, paneled, pressed-
metal bay wi ndows and dentiled, bracketed, pressed-metal roof cornice

and frieze. Fenestration of 1/1, double-hung, wood sash remains. The

* storefront is comprised of brick and metal piers, dentiled, pressed-
metal cornice and wood store fittings, including paneled kick plate
transomed display wi ndows, and panel ed wooden door with glazed top.
The residential entrance i s marked by a nmodern, replacement door.

Twin, 3-story, red-brick. Classical Revival, commercial/apartment

buildings with mirror-image storefronts are found at 1025-1027 Trenont
Street and 1029 Tremont Street (1894; Myp No.'s 5 and 6, Photo No. 1).

In each case, upper levels of the facade are occupied by a wide, 2-
story, 3-faceted, angle-prow bay, sheathed i n paneled, pressed metal,
sided by a brick fire wall and surmounted by a pressed- metal,

dentiled. Classical, roof cornice. Original sash have been suppl anted
by modern, vinyl, 1/1, replacement sash. Storefronts have brick piers

and narrow, metal cornices. Display windows at 1027 Trenont are
sympat hetic, modern, wooden replacements with transomed |ights and
panel ed kick plates. Wboden display fittings at 1029 Trenont Street
appear to retain original paneled kick plates and transomed wi ndows.
Commercial entries have glazed, wooden doors. Residential entrances
on both buildings have modern replacements doors.

The final building inthis block, 1031-1033 Trenont Street (1894,

James E Dooley, architect; Myp No. 7, Photo No. 1) isa similar

4-story, Classical Revival, red-brick, commercial/apartment block.

this case, a narrow, 3-story, 3-faceted, angled-bay, sheathed in
< pressed-metal, solely defines the upper levels of the main facade

[dentical, multi-story, angled

bays occupy 2 of the 4 bays along the deep, Coventry Street elevation

Repl acement, 1/1, double-hung, vinyl have been introduced. The flat
roof line is denoted by a corbeled-brick cornice. A nodern,

storefront with substantial in-fill occupies the street level, but the

metal storefront remains in tact.

Anot her significant Tremont Street building that makes an important
contribution to the area's architectural integrity is the four-story
Classical Revival, commercial/apartment block at 1055 Trenmont Street
(Between 1890 and 1897; Mwp No. 12, Photo No.'s 1, 3 and 4). This 2-
bay, yellow-brick with stone trim structure has 3-story, pressed-
metal, angled-prow bays that term nate below the corbeled brick

i ‘I ‘ (continued)
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cornice. Other design elements include a paneled-brick chimey
treatment supported by a floral-motif, carved-stone bracket and
Classical stone keystones, springers and sills on second and third
floor windows. The modified, oblique-corner, storefront has an
altered cornice and iron post support, but possibly retains original
wooden display fittings with paneled kick plates, transomed wi ndows
and gl azed, wooden door. The residential entrance i s recessed within
a |limestone-sheathed, Ronman arch.

The large, b5-story, red-brick with brownstone trim Classical Revival
Burlingame at 1057-1063 Trenmont Street (1895, Tristram Griffin,
architect. Mp No. 13) addresses the corner with 5-bay, Tremont Street
- and Cunard Street elevations meeting in a rounded bay. The ends of
each elevation are occupied by 4-story bays, sheathed i n paneled,
pressed metal, which mmc the shape of the bowed corner. A 4-story,
panel ed, pressed metal, angled-prow bay sits near the intersection of
the Cunard Street elevation. Al | the metal bays si tbeneath the
corbeled-brick, stone-capped cornice. Part of the latter has been
lost at the end of the Cunard Street elevation. Other fenestration
consists of regularly-spaced, 1/1, double-hung, nodern, replacement
sash i n openings denoted with brownstone keystones. Top floor
, fenestration is distinguished by round-arched openings. Other wall
detail includes brick pilasters extending fromthe third level through
the parapet and a blank wall bay between the angled bay and the
corner. Compatible, wooden display fittings with paneled kick plates
and transomed display windows have been installed in storefronts which
retain their cast iron cornice and piers.

Al ong Col umbus Avenue, the other principal thoroughfarein the
district, commercial/residential blocks, apartment buildings and a
commerci al warehouse create a m xed-use streetscape. Buildings range
between 3 and 4 stories inheight. Most are between 12 and 16 bays
wi de, although sonme 3 and 4-bay facades are found on the eastern end.
A strong sense of uniformty results fromsimilarity inbuilding

hei ghts, comron materials such as the predom nant use of red brick
and the absence of sculptural articulation inthe flat facades
unrelieved by the protruding bays that are so common i n the rest of
the district.

N The 3 1/2-story, 3-bay, red brick. Federal Revival apartment building
at 748 Coliunbus Avenue (1899, Edwin J. Lewis, Jr., architect; Mp No.
32) sits on an English basement. | tsstyle is expressed mainly inthe
main entrance with fanlight and sidelights. Wall detail includes
strong reveals with stone trim at wi ndow and door openings and

I horizontal, raised-brick panels between floors and below the strongly-
projecting, bracketed, pressed-metal, roof cornice. Fenestration
consists of modern, 1/1, double-hung, replacement sash set i n 2 bays
of regularly spaced windows and a third bay with tri-part w ndows.

(continued)
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Adj acent at 750-752 Col unbus Avenue (1899, Cornelius A Russell,
architect; Mp MN.'s 32 and 33, Photo No. 5) is 3-story, red brick.
Classical Revival apartment building with English basement. Set at
the intersectionof Coventry Street, the property addresses the corner
with a 2-story, rounded bay sheathed in pressed-metal, ornamented with
paneling and a floral swag motif. Similarly-detailed, 3-faceted, 2-
story, angled-prow bays are located in the eastern-most bay of the
facade and in the center of Coventry Street elevation. All are
incorporated into the pressed-metal. Classical, roof cornice with
dentil range. The main entrance is recessed behind a |low segmental
arch with stone enframenment of piers supporting a dentiled. Classical
cornice. Oval wi ndows, denoted with keystones at cardinal points,
side the entry. Remaining fenestration consists of single and paired,
rectangular 1/1, double-hung, metal, replacement sash trimmed with
stone lintels and keystones.

Anmong the newest buildings in the district is the large, 4 1/2-story,
unassum ng. Classical Revival, red brick, m xed-use

> commerci al /apartment block at 764-768 Col unmbus Avenue (1914, Charles
A Halstrom architect; Mp N. 35 Photo No. 6). The 12-bay facade
is treated in 2 sections creating the impression of separate

% structures. The eastern, 7-bay section includes commercial space at
street level along with a separate, residential entry recessed behind
a limestone enframement of pilasters and architrave/cornice.

A Storefronts have brick piers and a pressed-metal cornice;

&« store wi ndows have been reduced by the insertionof wooden panels.

v The 5-bay, western section of the facade is entirely residential with
a recessed entry set beneath a |inestone architrave/cornice. O nanent
al so includes linestone sills, lintels and quoins at the corner of
Coventry Street and a proninent, bracketed, gal vani zed-iron roof
cornice.

The newest building in the district, St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church
1075 Tremont Street (between 1915 and 1938, Mp N. 15), is a modest,
red-brick, Neo-Gothic church with simple, cast stone trim slate roof,
and | eaded-glass wi ndows. The gable-end facade has 3, Gothic-arched
entrances below a pair of enormous, elongated, lancet wi ndows
surmounted by a cast stone cross positioned at the roof peak and
false-front, tower bases at each side. Buttresses with cast stone
coping separate bays on the side elevations with the transept at the
north end. An attached one-story parish hall fronts Wal pole Street
(St. Cyprian's Place).

Properties along Cunard Street largely exhibit the finest architecture
and best preservation in the historic district. Wth the exception of
storefronts on the side elevations of buildings fronting Tremont
Street and Col unmbus Avenue, edifices are entirely residential.
Buildings range in height from three to five stories. Although roof
lines are irregular and floor levels vary, the relative uniformity of

(continued)
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\ massing, scale andwell-executed, architectural detail lends an
LAY/ enhanced sense of intimacy, individuality andplace to the
streetscape.

Compatibly paired aretheadjacent, 5-story, yellow-brick. Classical
Revival apartment blocks ontheeast side of thestreet between 31 and
35 Cunard Street. The apartment block at 31 Cunard Street (1895,
James Murray, architect; Map No. 21, Photo No. 4) combines brownstone
and redbrick trim  Stone coursing at window level divides the facade
i/ horizontally torelieve thenarrow proportions of the2-bay structure.
Pressed copper sheaths both the4-story, 3-faceted, angled-prow,
panel ed bays andt hepedimented cornice below t heroof parapet.
Fenestration consists of 1/ 1, double-hung, replacement sash surmounted -
by flat arches of red-brick voussoirs. Themain entrance i s recessed
behind a brownstone surround of pilasters supportingan
architrave/cornice.

The mrror-image apartment buildings at 33 and 35 Cunard Street
(1895; Edwin P. Morse, architect; Map No.'s 23 and 25, Photo No. 4)
. present theimpression of a single facade. Each i s 2-bays wide ,
combining 4-story, 3-faceted, angled-prow, paneled, pressed metal bays
and a single, rectangular window with 1/1, double-hung, metal
replacement sash andbrownstone, keystone trim  Ronman arches
surrounding therecessed, main entrances have brownstone springers and
keystone. Theroof line i sdenoted by a corbeled brick parapet with
stone coping.

Another noteworthy series of buildings stands between 32-38 Cunard
Street (all 1898; al | Charles A Halstrom architect; Map No.'s 22,
24, 26 and?28). These 2 pairs of mrror-image, 3 1/2-story, 3-bay,
mottled yellow-brick. Renaissance Revival apartment blocks combinet o

. create theimge of a Renaissance palace. Individual facades are
mar ked by 2-story pilasters (extending fromthesecond floor tothird
floors) with carved-1limestone capitals andarehorizontally divided

‘ into 3 sections by limestone coursing at t hewi ndow sill level of the
second and third floors. Each building sits on an English basenent,
but has an entrance opening to street level at either the first orthe
third bay. Gey-brick, repeated-arch, corbeling sits bel ow t he heavy,
hi ghl y-decorated, pressed-netal, roof cornice detailed with repeating,
CGot hic arches. Roman arches are also a nmajor decorative elenent.
They surmount the main entrances in the formof carved door caps with
acroterion and detail top level windows with heavy, |inmestone
surrounds that incorporate keystones and quoins. Lower |evel w ndows
have |inmestone architrave/cornice caps. Fenestration consists of
nodern 1/1, doubl e-hung, netal, replacenment sash. f-, -

Anot her large combination of buildings presenting theimpression of a

single structure extends from 37-41Cunard Street and772-776 Col unbus
Avenue (all 1899, Charles A Halstrom architect; Map No.'s 27, 29,

A -'s (continued)
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30, 36, 37 and 38, Photo No. 4). These large, 3 1/2-story, buff-
colored, brick buildings with [imestone trim, incorporate commercial
space along Col xmbus Avenue where 3, individual units are each 4 bays
wi de. The Cunard Street formation is comprised of 3-bay units
Designed by the same architect as 32-2 8 Cunard Street, Charles A

Hal strom, these properties similarly represent a restrained
interpretation of a Renaissance palace.

Tri-part, horizontal divisions are created by limestone coursing at
wi ndow sill level. Two-story, brick pilasters extending from the
second floor to the heavy, projecting, pressed-metal, roof cornice
designate individual structures. The elaborate roof line treatment
combining a repeated-arch motif in the frieze with a heavy, bracketed
cornice, remains unaltered on Cunard Street. A sympathetically-
designed mansard roof adds a floor level to 772-778 Colijmbus Avenue
Fenestration consists of 1/1, double-hung, metal, replacement sash
with Iimestone trim of architrave/cornice caps on upper floors and
corniced surrounds at the ground floor. Entrances, alternating in
location between end bays at either side of the buildings, are
surmounted by a cornice treatment similar to that of first-floor

wi ndows. Additional wall detail includes |imestone quoins and
rusticated brickwork in the first level to suggest rusticated stone
patterning. The storefront occupying the corner of Columbus Avenue
and Cunard Street retains itsoriginal, modillioned, pressed-metal
cornice, but has been renovated into conmon space without exterior
access. The treatment includes paneled kick plates and transomed
wi ndows reflective of a section on Cunard Street which my be

original
The 3 1/2-story, red-brick. Classical Revival buildingat 22-24

>t Wal pole Street (St. Cyprian's Wy) is the one, true "dunb bell"
apartment block in the district. The property rises from an English
basement and incorporates 4-bays with full-height, bowed bays at both
ends. Wall detail includes rock-faced, stone coursing above the

basement and first floor levels and quoins around the main entrance. ,
Fenestration consists of 1/1, double-hung sash trimmed with rock-
faced, pudding stone lintels with keystones. Eaves detail includes
corbeled brick surmounted by a nodest. Classical, pressed-metal
cornice. A likely recessed, original, center entry has been modified
to include a paneled enclosure.

There are no intrusions in the Lower Roxbury Historic District. Three
vacant lots, which have remained vacant since reconstruction of the
area around the turn of the century, are found on the west side of

Wal pol e Street. Some original fabric remains exposed on the 1-story,
turn-of-the-century, commercial block at 1065-1069 Tremont Street
(1900, Map No. 14) where storefronts and cornice are largely hidden
behi nd wooden sheathing. Constructed within the period of
significance of the district, i thas been included as acontributing

ir A (continued)
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structure until closer examination should prove architectural '
integrity has been lost. K

Archaeol ogi cal Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently located i nthedistrict orin
the general area (within one mile), it ispossible that sites are
present. The district area includes land that was originallydry
ground or terrestrial and marshlands/ mudflats both of which were
filled i nthenineteenth century. The close proximty of dry ground
to a tidal estuary indicates thepotential for numerous types of
prehistoric habitation and special activity sites. The potential also
exists forsites which were originally submerged all or part of the

y o time. This site type includes prehistoric to Contact Period fish
weirs which have been identified elsewhere i nthefilled coastal areas
of downtown Boston. A moderate to high potential exists for
significant prehistoric survivals inthefilled areas of the district

A moderate to high potential also exists forhistoric archaeologica
remains within thedistrict. Mst of thedistrict remained unsettled
during the first half of the 19thcentury. By them d 1880's the
district was filled with small wood framed residential structures

none of which are extant. Structural remains may survive from these
dwellings as well as related outbuildings and occupational related
features (trash areas, privies, wells). Masonry buildings beganto
replace wood framed residential structures i nthe 1890's. By 1915 the
transformation was conpleted.

71 (end)

8. STATEMENT OF Sl GNI FI CANCE

The Lower Roxbury Historic District, Boston, possesses integrity of

t location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and
association and meets Criteria A and C on the local level for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places. Historically, the area
is significant as representative of turn-of-the-century, multi-tenant,
masonry, residential and m xed-use commercial/residential construction
built ina transitional area between the inner city and early suburban
areas. Architecturally, thedistrict issignificant forits
assenbl age of well-executed. Revival-style properties, designed by
local architects. These buildings replaced earlier, principally frame
structures deened outmoded and unsafe and cleared during a period of
increasing growth, capital improvements, and advancing health and
safety standards including the expanding institution of fire
regul ations. o !

(continued)
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Roxbury (originally Rocksborough or Rocksbury, named forits uneven
rocky natural surface) was founded i n 1630 by nenbers of the conpany

of John W nthrop under the |eadership of one of his assistants or

magi strates, W lliam Pynchon, who [ater noved on to found Springfield

on the Connecticut River. The first settlers were a relatively

honogeneous group. WMany were people of substance, farmers skilled i n

sone handicraft.

Original settlement focused on Elliot Square and spread along Roxbury

> or Towne Street. Due to fear of Indian attack, all citizens were

required to live within a half mile of the meeting house. The closest

Indian villages, however, were sone distance from the town's border

and i n 1686, Charles Josiah, grandson of Chickatabut the Sachem of the
territory, deeded native rights to the area of Roxbury for 10 pounds.

By 1654, the approximately 700 inhabitants of Roxbury included 90
| andowners with between 70 and 80 honesteads.”

For more than 150 years, Roxbury was connected to Boston on the east
only by a narrowstrip of land known as the Neck, the only connection

bet ween the mai nl and and Boston. The other border communities of
Roxbury consisted of Muddy River (now Brookline) and Newton tothe

north, Dedhamto the west and Dorchester to the south. Alterations in

the Roxbury/Boston boundary were nade i n 1836, 1838, and 1859.

In 1857, the Suprenme Court of Massachusetts awarded to the State 71
acres of Roxbury land nost of which | ay underwater i nthe Back Bay.

When filled, the area becane the choice neighborhoodof Boston, also

called Back Bay (NR 1973).

Adjustments i nthe boundaries between Roxbury and Newton, Brookline
and Dedham were made i n 1838, 1844, and 1852 respectively. The

eastern area of town was increased slightly with thefilling of the
ilt 1795) and the extension of Swett Street

50" wi de Roxbury Canal (b

(bu
and of East-Chester Park (now Massachusetts Avenue) .

Throughout its history, Roxbury's development was primarily influenced

by its contiguity to Boston. The proximty of a ready market i n
Boston added inmpetus to population growth and material wealth in
Roxbury. Most early settlers located i nthe eastern part of town
adjacent to Boston. Benefitting fromrich, productive soil and
abundant water, Roxbury remained primarily agricultural through the

Colonial period. Hides and skins that were the town's chief products

other than farm produce, however, becane the raw material forthe

| eather, gloves and shoes whose fabrication becane Roxbury's primary
manufactures. By the close of the era, tanning, cloth manufacture and

other industries servicing the needs of Boston had becone important
activities.,

The census of 1765 enumerated a population of 1467, approxi mately

double that of a century earlier, but the eastern part of town was
nearly depopul ated during the siege of Boston.” The popul ation of

; (continued) .
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Roxbury at the time of the Revolution remained under 2,000 individuals

; living in 213 dwellings. Included in the town were 18 tanneries and
slaughterhouses, 1 chocolate mill, 2 gristmills, 3 meetinghouses, 1
grammar school, and 4 other schools.”

I mproved transportationfurther integratedthe development of the two

communities. The road along the Neck, first known as Town Street or

Roxbury Street (renamed Washington Street after the President's visit

in 1789), was often covered with water in the spring and nearly
i mpassable at high tide. The road and |and becaneconsistently

useable only with improvements nmade after the Revolution. A dike was
ne built on the south and a sea wall on the north.* The Dedham Turnpike

was constructed i n 1805. Still, in the half century after the
Revol utionary War, Roxbury remained a rural village with a single

street; a town dotted with farms, many retained by descendants of the

original proprietors.

An era of progress began i n Roxbury during the second decade of the
nineteenth century. The mill dam across Back Bay opened in 1821 and
carried the first of several, artificial roads providing additional
connections between the mainland and the Boston peninsula. Known as
Western Avenue, the road along the dam followed the line of present-
day Beacon Street. In 1826, hourly coach service was initiated

bet ween the town house i n Roxbury and O d South Church in Boston.
Boston and Providence Railroad traversed Roxbury in 1834

The damm ng of Back Bay induced filling along the western shore of
Neck. Tremont Street, one of twenty highways i n Roxbury staked out
1663, was extended from Boston to Roxbury in 1832 During the 1820s
and 183 0s, a nunber of ol d estates near the commercial center of

Roxbury were purchased by speculators and subdivided. As streets were

laid out and graded, buildings were soon constructed. The business
center expanded and the population rapidly increased.® By the end of
the 1830's, there were four, parallel highways connecting Roxbury to

. N Boston: Tremont Street, Shawnut Avenue, Washington Street and Front
Street (later Harrison Avenue).

Li ke other peripheral comrunities of Boston, the adjacent sections of

Roxbury began to develop rapidly between 1830 and 1850 as Boston's
industrial prosperity advanced. The econony of nineteenth-century

Boston was fueled by merchant capital, industrialization and
i mmi gration. As one of the most active harbors in the country, Boston
al so becane a port of entry for European immigrants. Farmers,
artisans, and mill workers from the British Isles and Germany as well

as backcountrymen from the Maritime Provinces of Canada were the first
to arrive. Largely similar to original setters, most were relatively

easily assimilated. Beginning with the potato fam nes of the 1840s,
their numbers were increasinglysupplanted by the |arge amount of
unskilled and indigent immgrants from Ireland. Around the turn of

(continued)
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the century, Irish immgration slackened and new waves of people from

Central, Eastern and Southern Europe began toarrive. Boston becane a

great labor pool. This mass of cheep l|abor available t o operate

machi nes and factories combined with thetechnological inprovementsto

the steam engine generated an era of industrial prosperity beginning
A i nthe 1840s.

Prior totheintroduction of thestreet railroad, confinement ofthe
City of Boston by its harbor onto t he Shawnut peninsula nmade existing
land dear and filled Iland expensive. Speculators early on |ooked just
beyond t hepeninsula for cheap land. As business interests expanded

in theeastern part of Roxbury, thearea substantially merged \ M«

economi cally and physically into the adjacent netropolis of Boston. "At

East of Dudley Street and south of Washington Street (the Dedham
Turnpi ke), development was already evident i n1832. The area ofthe
Lower Roxbury Historic District, however, remained unsettled. Part of
the dryland east of Stoney Brook, it was nearly surroundedby

mar shes.

The population of Roxbury doubled during the 1840s (9,089 i n 1840;

18,373 i n1850). | n 1845, manufacturing i nRoxbury had a production

val ue of $2,247,684 and enployed 1,668. The |argest establishments :

were 4 cordage factories, 16 tanneries, 3 rolling, slitting and nail

mlls, 1 carpet factory, 9 bakeries, 3 chem cal works, 3 starch mills,

I 1 distillery, 5 soap and tallow factories and 1 lead factory. Also

v i mportant was t hemanufacture of boots and shoes.” '
Roxbury becanme a city i n1846. A nunber of public inprovements were
rapidly introduced including thelaying of sidewalks, construction of
storm drains and sewers, creation of public parks, establishment of a
cemetery (Forrest Hills, 1846), introduction of gas service (1850),
street improvements such as thewidening of Washington Street (1855)
and initiation of a horse railroad (1856).

As i nmany Massachusetts communities, subdivision had long been an
issue i nRoxbury. The debate becanme a vehenent as divergencethe

level of devel opment between t heeastern and western sections of town
became nmore pronounced and expenditures on public inmprovements
increased. Residents of agricultural, western Roxbury objected to the
di sbursement of general revenues for projects al most entirely located
in theeastern part of town. Four-fifths of theoriginal township was
set of f and incorporated as West Roxbury i n1851. The new Town of
Roxbury, reduced to 2,100 acres, had a population of 15,000.

As revealed on t heWitney Map of 1843/1849 devel opment i neastern
Roxbury sharply intensified and expanded farther west and south. The
area became part of thedense settlement i nthearea of metropolitan
Boston by being within the2-mleradius of City Hall, the walking
city as defined by Sam Bass Warner, Jr.”" Inprovement had begun i n the

(continued)
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Lower Roxbury Historic District. Franklin Place (later Wal pole
Street, now sometimes St. Cyprian's Place), Coventry, Cunard and Burke
Streets were i nplace and partially settled as part of a parallel
series of streets laid out on thehigh ground east of Ruggles Street
between Trenont and Grinnell Streets. Development i nthis section
apparently proceeded west t o east.

Unlike modern bedroom suburbs of them ddle class, these fringe areas
becane m xed settlements of comuters and local workers. Roxbury
became a manufacturingcenter. Lower Roxbury, theintown |owl ands
stretching fromthe South End t o Dudl ey Street, developed as a m xed,
industrial and residential area. Between 1830 and 1860, |arge nunbers
of mll-worker, rowhouses were bhuilt near thefactories. Promoters,
modeling t hearea on t hedense scale of Boston, considered residences
and factories compatible.

Wor ker housing, barracks and tenements often adjoined the residences
of thewell off. The major difference between theperipheral areas
and t hecenter city was t hepredomnance i ntheformer of detached,
frame houses descendant of American, eighteenth-century, wood .
construction. Those who were nore prosperous lived i ntiny, classic .
revival, wooden, single and double houses and i nbrick, m xed-use

commercial and tenement buildings constructed along t he busy

t horoughfare of Trenont Street. Side streets, were filled with 2 1/2- A

story and 3 1/2-story, worker housing constructed by nill owners.” [

Maj or capital investments, affordable toan increasingly-prosperous V# ™
Boston, prompted initiatives favoring annexati onanong those within X'
adjacent communities eager for infrastructure improvements. ' Ay
Annexation t o Boston of Roxbury, now only one-fifth of its original

size, remained controversial and was delayed by t hestrenuous

opposition generated by serious divisions of opinion anongthe

popul ace. Finally nmoved by those who saw t henecessity of creating a
comon infrastructure with themetropolis as a resolution to the
persistent need for expensive public works, a majority of residents

came t o favor union with Boston. Roxbury was annexed t o Bostoni n

1868. Si xyears later (January, 1874), West Roxbury also joined

Bost on.

The i mmedi ate advance was connection t o Boston's Cochituate water
system and compl ete coverage by water, sewer, and gas service.

These investments gave rise toa steep increase i nthevalue of real
estate and a new inmpetus t ogrowth and prosperity. City row houses
continued tobe built during theindustrial and building boomprior to
the Depression of 1873, and i npart various social classes remained
juxtaposed.

In 1870, however, rmuch of |ower Roxbury sat underwater as unfilled
mar shes of t he Back and South Bays. The entire area north ofthe

(continued)

I AN



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Lower Roxbury Historic District
Boston (Suffolk County)
Section number § Page 2 Massachusetts

u.. Boston and Providence Railroad, itself just north of Lower Roxbury
Historic District, remained marshlands. Shanty towns of the poor
devel oped along the edges of these marches. Many of the inhabitants
were Irish imm grants drawn by the availability of cheap land andi t s
proximty to local manufacturingplants and other Boston work places

- within walking distance. By 1870, the inner section of Lower Roxbury
had principally become a working class, even an impoverished, slum

area. A drab section comprised of cheap, little, two and three-story
wooden houses and barracks similar to those found i n many New England >
m |l towns. Although open space remained on the side streets and gaps

existed at 1045-1063 Tremont Street and 1059 Trenmont Street, the Lower
Roxbury Historic District was already crowded with such buildings

The north side of Berlin Street (first referenced i n 1858;
incorporated into Col unmbus Avenue i n 1895) was also crowded with tiny
frame structures. | t formed the fringe of residential construction
south of the open space occupied by the Boston Baseball Grounds which
stood adjacent to the Boston and Providence Railroad

The low topography of inner Roxbury also made nmuch of the area subject
to periodic inundation by stormtides and floods of Stoney Brook
Over the twenty years subsequent to annexation, Boston engineers
established adequate sanitary facilities i n Lower Roxbury and
controlled flooding of Stoney Brook. The latter threat was not
removed until construction of the Back Bay Fens Park, primarily
engineered to be a huge bowl acting as a storage basin to solve the

* flood drainage problem

The remainder of the | ow ands was shared by a variety of users, a
large, concentration of industrial activity supported by water and
power from Stoney Brook and Back Bay and docking facilities of South
Bay. Foundries, textile mills, rope walks, piano factories, clock

compani es, lumber and stone yards inhabited the area. By the 1880s, .

the most notable establishments included L. Prang & Co., a
chromolithographic factory established i n 1856, the Roxbury Carpet

- Conmpany, the Howard Watch and Clock Conpany and seven, |arge
breweries.

By the mid 1880's, the Lower Roxbury Historic District was entirely
filled with small, frame, residential buildings and one industrial
structure, the Patterson and Lavenders Desk Manufactory. East of the
district, on Tremont Street between Benton and Davenport Streets,
stood S E Chubbuck & Sons Machine Shop. Between Davenport and

A Carmden Streets, were located the yards of the Metropolitan Railroad
Company and a gas holder of the Boston Gas Light Conpany. Just across
the line i n South Boston was the huge piano forte factory of

Chickering and Sons. Northeast of the district, along the tracks of
the Boston and Providence Railroad (which had beconme a division of the
O0d Colony Railroad), stood the round house, the Standard Cordage

Wor ks, both erected between 1890 and 1899, and the Hancock Inspirator

(continued)
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e, NN Conpany. West of the district on or just off Trenont Street were
located t he Hook Organ Factory (at thecorner of Weston Street), the

* Whittier Machine Co. (between Ruggles and Culvert Street) and t he
Trenont Foundry (at thecorner of Culvert and Hanmpshire Streets) .

f-"> The second process which impacted thegrowth of Lower Roxbury was

subur bani zati on, the devel opnent of residential areas to house
commuters enployed in the inner city. Suburbanizati on becane possible

" with construction of the street railway system The first street t

railway line i nRoxbury was initiated i n1856. |t ranalong
Washi ngton Street, theol dseventeenth-century path from downtown
Boston t o Roxbury Crossing. By 1872, street railway service existed
along Trenmont Street with 2 to 3 mnute service from Boston to the
Roxbury Line and 4 t o 8 minute service beyond. Service remainedthe
' same t o 1881. A new line along Colvinbus Avenue had been added, but
the frequency of service along thenew route varied over thenext 20
years between 4 t o 8 mi nutes and 10-15 minutes. Frequency of service
[ along Tremont Street improved toevery 2 to3 mnutes i n1891."'

The initial wave of suburbanization i nRoxbury and West Roxbury came

' during thepost war boom from 1865 and 1873. | nthis period, Roxbury,
developing as had t heperipheral town i ntheearlier eraofthe
wal king city, enjoyed a great industrial and building boom I nner

Roxbury remained a continuation of the South End-South Boston
industrial complex. By 1870, Roxbury was an industrial city of

23,000. Still, thewalking city sections of |ower Roxbury as well as
the adjacent South End of Boston also endured as popular sitesfor
new, central middle class construction until 1873. Thereafter, this

segment of thepopulation shifted exclusively t o suburban building
beyond a radius of 2.5 mles from Boston City Hall.

The Depression of 1873 slowed construction until them d 1880s when a
second, enornous boom began lasting into the 1890s. I nthis second
wave, Roxbury was completely filled with houses and West Roxbury, half
filled. Unlike theearlier period, new residents were notattracted
by industrial growth. These new inhabitants were comruters with jobs
in theol dsections of Boston.

Enornous public investment acconpanied thenew residential
construction. Schools, libraries, minor public buildings were erected
and themajor part of Boston's park system was constructed creating a
pervasive sense of change and newness. I nthedistrict. Franklin
Primary School was built at thecorner of Tremont and Wal pole Streets.

The area just beyond theperiphery of theold walking city (within a
2.0-mle radius of Boston City Hall) developed thenost rapidlyin
this last third of thenineteenth century. | t accommodated t he | ower
m ddl e class which was t helargest segment (20t o 30 percent) of
Boston's population able toafford new homes, but which also required

(continued)
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good transportationservice and could not nove beyond the availability
of good crosstown street railway service. The land in this area was
the most expensive of the suburbs because of the [arge nunmbers of
residential bidders and competition from industrial and commercial
land buyers also attractedby the availability of transportation
infrastructure.

At the sane time, |ower middle-class, residential bidders were clearly
customers of severely limted means. Construction was closely
financed, closely figured, and quickly built. Houses were erected
from stock plans with stock ornamentation without costly extras. At

| east 57 per cent of the structures were multi-familydwellings, owned
either by a resident landlord or, more frequently, by a neighborhood
landl ord who had invested his savings in an additional property.

New streets were generally laid out with consideration for ease of
cleaning. Each house was provided with full plumbing and gas service
for Iights and often for stoves. Many had central heat. I'n general,
rooms were |larger than was the case in contemporary inner city
tenements or row houses and were extravagant conpared to earlier mill
barracks in the area. Even the cheapest, residential devel opment
represented a general rise inmnimimliving standards.

Almost al | new construction took the form of detached housing except
in the area bel ow Ruggles and Ward Streets. In this part of |ower
Roxbury, fire regulations established in 1885 required brick
construction. As a result, old forms of row housing continued to be
the practice.”" Such had long been the case in the areas south of
the Lower Roxbury Historic District.

Hammond, Kendall, Sawyer, Northfield, Cabot, Warwi ck and Westm nster
Streets al | presented solid streetscapes of masonry row houses. (e
such devel opment erected in the md 1870s was devised by [awyer and
philanthropist, Robert Treat Paine.

During the 1890s, reconstruction from frame to masonry buil ding began
in the Lower Roxbury Historic District. The extension and widening of
Col umbus Avenue resulted in the removal of the alleys and tenements
along what had formerly been the north side of Berlin Street. Al
other frame construction on the connectors between Col unbus Avenue and
Trenmont Street was also demolished. This universal «clearance
anticipated urban renewal efforts with would impact the area nore than
half a century later. The Boston Baseball Grounds were improved with
expansion of the grand stand and addition of open seats. New
construction also began to recreate the southern side of this section
of Col i mbus Avenue.

The streetscape along Trenont Street was largely rebuilt including the
space previously occupied by Franklin Primary School. Cunard Street

(continued)
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"MV, was nearly totally reconstructed between 1895 and 1900. Al'though the
3 - b5-story, flat-roofed, masonry buildings, present unified facades
creating the image of a single, larger building, nost are separate,

me. > long and narrow (approximately 20" wide, 53 and 65 long) 3 to 5-
fami |y structures. Perhaps indicative of the |lesser demands of the
prospective tenants, most were heated with stoves rather than provided

t with central heat.

Boston-area architectswith extensive experience in designing
multi-family, urban dwellings were responsible for the design of nost
buildings in the district. Charles A Halstrom designer of most of
the new buildings on Cunard Street and of 772-776 Col umbus Street, was
a Boston architect responsible primarily for residential buildings
ranging from two-family houses and three deckers to frame and brick
apartment blocks in Charlestown, South Boston and the North End as
wel | as Roxbury.

James Murray, architect of 31 Cunard Street was a resident of the
Roslindale (Boston), and had an active practice in Boston from c. 1891
to 1942 From 1905 to 1910, he was a partner of Janmes G Hutchinson
in the firm Murray & Hutchinson. Around 1915, he was associated with
W iliam Dykeman. Work attributed to Murray consists mainly of single
and multi-family, frame dwellings in the Boston's developing suburbs
of Roslindale, West Roxbury, Jamaica Plain, and Hyde Park.
Non-residential buildings designed by Murray include the Shingle
Style/Richardsonian Romanesque Roslindale Congregational Church, 25
Cumm ns Hi ghway (1893) and an early twentieth-century, one-story,
commercial strip at 120-120 12 Park Street, Roslindale.

W lliam Whitney Lewis (born Manchester, England 1850), architect of
1021 Trenont Street, worked from 1868 to 1875 as a draftsman in the
office of Cummings & Sears before opening a practice of his ow from
1876 to 1917. H is primarily known for his brick town houses i n Back
Bay (i.e.20 Fairfield Street [1875], 226 Marlborough Street [1881]
and 476 Commonweal th Avenue [1900]) and a Romanesque, steel frame,

el evatored, office building, the King Building, 120-122 M|k Street/
57-59 Broad Street, Boston (1894) .

Hol mes Brothers, listed as architects of 1025-1027 Trenont Street and
of 1029 Tremont Street were also builders active in Boston during the
late nineteenth century. As builders, they were responsible for the
construction of many properties i n Roxbury of both frame and brick
construction that ranged from three-family dwellings to larger
apartment blocks and m xed commercial/residential buildings. The
extent of the work of the firm as architectsis less clear. The

Hol mes Brothers firm is creditedwith the design of 641 and 643
Huntington Avenue, Boston (1888), two, similar, brick and brownstone,
commercial /apartment blocks of Richardsonian Romanesque influence.

(continued)
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Cornelius A Russell, architect of 1041-1043 Tremont Street and 750
Col umbus Avenue, kept his offices on Warren Street i n Roxbury and was
active i nBoston from 1890 to 1920. He i s known to have designed 1 to
3-fam |y houses i nthe popular styles of the day as well as apartment
bl ocks i n Roxbury, M ssionHill and Boston. Harrison H Atwood,
designer of 1045-1047 and 1049-1051 Tremont Street, was intermittently
active i n Boston between 1886 and 1920.

Tristram Griffin who contrived "The Burlingame" at 1057-1063 Trenont
Street, i s known to have kept a Boston office in 1871 and 1895. He
designed other commercial blocks inthe city: a pair of four-story,
pressed red brick and brownstone, commercial buildings with Art
Nouveau ornament at 1-2 W nter Place (1891) and a five-story, brick
and brownstone, commercial block at 105-107 Beach Street (1892). The
apartment block at 329-331 Tremont Street (1888-1889), the Y_YMCA in
Mai den, Massachusetts (1895), and several houses i n the Dorchester
(Boston) are also attributed to Tristram Griffith,

Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. (1859-1937), architect of 748 Col umbus Avenue, was
A a native of Roxbury. After graduating fromthe Massachusetts
Institute of Technology i n 1881, he worked as a draftsmanwith the
firm of Peabody & Stearns before beginninga practice on his ow in
Boston from 1887 to 1937. His office was located at 9 Park Street for
nore than forty years. Active inresidential design, a |arge number

% of his houses were built i nthe Ashnont Hill section of Dorchester
(Boston) beginninginthe 1880s. H was best known, however, forhis

f ecclesiastical architecture. More than 35 churches i nthe United
States and Canada have been attributed to him | n Boston, Lewis was

responsible for the Roslindale Unitarian Church (now St. Anna's
Orthodox Church, 1892), Roslindale and the Second Unitarian Church,
Boston. Lewis becanme a fellow of the American Institute of Architects
in 1891 was also an active secretary of the Boston Society of
Architects for a decade. H often lectured on historical and
ecclesiastical topics and was active i nmunicipal reform

N Silverman Engineering Conpany, designers of 764-768 Col unbus Avenue,
was a successful Boston firm active from 1913 to 1918 with offices at

43 Tremont Street. The firm iscredited with entire streets of three-
deckers i n Mattapan (Boston) and with brick apartment buildings in
Dorchester (Boston) and Roxbury just prior to World Var |, Presi dent

of the company, David R Silverman, was |isted as a Boston architect
from 1900 through 1940 and as a principal inthe firm Silverman,
Brown & Hienan (or Heenan) (1922-1927). The latter architectural firm
specialized i n apartment house design i n Boston neighborhoods
including Roxbury, Allston and the Fenway. Between about 1925 and
1932 the firm was known as Silverman & Brown.

Jeremiah C Spillane, builder and perhaps also architect of the
one-story commercial block at 1065-1069 Tremont Street, was active in

(continued)
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the real estate business in Boston from 1899 to 1913, At the turn of
the century, he was responsible for the devel opment of lots and the
construction of several, finely-detailed. Colonial Revival, two-and
three-famly houses along Francis Street and Fenwood Road in the
Fenway nei ghborhood of Boston.

By 1915, the transformation of the district was complete. Industrial
structures remained part of the mx. Underwriters Salvage Conpany
(788 Col umbus Avenue) was erected in 1912 Residential construction

(22-24 Wal pole Street) also began on the west side of Walpole Street
which in the previous decade had remained under control of the Boston ,
Basebal | Association. . .

To the east of the district, old frame buildings survived longer until
partially replaced by the Waitt and Bond, Inc. Cigar Factory at 716
Col umbus Avenue (between 1906 and 1915). Other industrial structures
were added to the block. Masonry, conmbined commercial and residential
buildings completed the Trenmont Streetscape during the next two
decades. The block between Davenport and Benton Streets was also
filled with masonry flats.

In the district, 1065-1069 Tremont Street, now a vacant, commerci al
building which nost recently housed a woodworking shop, was initially
occupied by an auction house. St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church and
parish house at 1075 Tremont Street were added between 1915 and 1938.
Still, simlar to the unfulfilled prom se of subsequent urban renewal
projects, nost of the land in the immediate vicinity of the Lower
Roxbury Historic District, such as that along Coventry Street, has
remai ned open since the turn of the century.

Bet ween 1870 and 1900, the area of lower m ddle class construction and
good crosstown street railway service was roughly equivalent to the
boundaries of the old town of Roxbury. Competition between the varied
users attractedby good transportationto the area kept land prices
high resulting in overcrowding.

Enpl oynment for residents concentrated in manufacture. By 1910, in
Boston Ward 18, location of the Lower Roxbury Historic District, 30
percent of men had skilled jobs; 47 percent were involved inunskilled
occupations and 19 percent were enployed in clerical work. As
consumers of residential development, families could afford only
slightly nore land than was available in the central city. Cost
discipline further required the cheapest types of construction.

Rental units were both smaller and nmore expensive (available at
relatively higher rents per room) than in suburban property farther
away from the inner city.

This dense devel opment of |ower Roxbury proved self destructive. |t
left the area unable to accommdate to changes in conditions. Once a

(continued)
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section was filled with houses, factories and stores, i tcould not
respond to an increase in the income or living standards anongit s
residents. Families with improved circiamstances had to nbve to new
areas and create new neighborhoods.

The processes of consolidationand increasing scales of operation
characteristic of the [ate nineteenth-century industrialization
required larger facilities than were available in Roxbury. As a
result, the area was left with nmany vacant plants no |onger suitable
for modern methods of production. Few factories that required nore
space found roomto expand. Instead, they too were forced to relocate
to the suburbs. Other prosperous factories which neither expanded nor
nmoved ultimately closed.

By the 1890s, when the metropolitan area of Boston extended 5 to 10
mles from downtown, Roxbury no longer offeredthe inexpensive space
that had prompted initial expansion. Instead, i t had becone a
convenient location for service and distribution industries in need of
the cheap |abor and convenient transportation availablein the inner

metropolitan region. Industrial space filled with users of wunskilled
| abor. As old factories closed or noved, skilled workers and
busi nessmen in the district were |left stranded. Industrial

establishments that nmoved into the area were attracted in part by the
preponderance of unskilled, non-unionized |abor and provided only |ow-
paying jobs with [ittle opportunity for advancement.

In the early twentiethcentury, this area came to be occupied by first
and second generation immgrant families who had noved from their
original ethnic enclaves in the inner city. In the 1870's and 1880's,
the Irish were the emergent group of Roxbury. In the next decade,
substantial nunmbers of Canadians and Jews began to nove in. African
Americans also began to arrive at the end of the nineteenth century.
Wards 18 and 19 had a total population of 54,449, an increase of 6
percent in only the preceding 5 years. Only 15.1 percent of the total
residents consisted of native whites of native parents, while 428
percent were native whites of native parents and 32.1 percent were
foreign-born whites. O the foreign-born, 44.8 percent were Irish,
28.6 percent were Canadian, Scotch and English. |In Ward 18, "Negroes"
already comprised 22.5 percent of residents and lived just east of the
district inthe area between Canden to Harmond Streets. Russians
almost entirely Russian Jews, constituted 48 percent of the

popul ation.

For families which obtained a start here and were able to improve
their circvimstances, the next step upward invariably also neant
outward. Lower Roxbury became increasing occupied by the dispirited
and the even less-affluent menbers of the working class.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB  Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

5* J Lower Roxbury Historic District

EgstothSuggolk Count y)
Section number  s— page U. ssachusetts

Beginning in the 1950s, the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston began to

|l oose total population and becanme increasingly concentrated with
racial minorities. All of Roxbury experienced a major influx of Black
m grants from the South during the 1940s and the 1950s. In ten years,
the population of Roxbury changed i n composition from 80 percent white
to 80 percent non-white. The same composition of population largely
exists today as Roxbury remains one of Boston's mpst overwhelm ngly
minority-occupied neighborhoods. Concurrent to Black immigration,
Roxbury experienced a 30-year interval of total populationdecline.

As measured in the decennial censuses from 1950 to 1980, the total
popul ation of Roxbury decreased by successive amounts of 23, 24, and
19 percent. The census of 1990 shows a populationincrease i n Roxbury
of 2 percent.

Inopportunely for the minority migrants to Roxbury, their arrival
during the 1940s and 1950s began just before a period of economc
decline for the City of Boston. Continuing suburbanization and
decentralization of industry inthe 30 years following World Var | |
not only resulted i n depopulation, but also in substantial job loss
especially in manufacturing. Recessions inthe early 1970's further
reduced the manufacturing sector.

The impact on Roxbury was especially pervasive and devastating. More
people and jobs left the neighborhood than remained during this
period. While the populationof the City of Boston declined by 30
percent between 1950 and 1980, the population of Roxbury decreased by
43 percent. Between 1947 and 1976, Boston suffered a net |oss of
50,000 jobs; 59,000 manufacturing jobs disappeared. Manufacturing
which had occupied 20 percent of total city enployment in 1947,
represented only 11 percent by 1976. | n Roxbury, where enployment was
concentrated i n food processing, apparel and |eather goods
fabrication, manufacturing enployment declined from nore than 20, 000
in 1947 to 10,000 in 1970 and 4,000 i n 1981. The nunber of enployed
resident workers fell from 28,000 in 1950 to 11,000 i n 1980.

As second wave of massive demolitionand urban renewal hit the
vicinity beginning in the second half of the twentieth century.
Before 1960, nost of the nineteenth-century, masonry, row house
construction south of Tremont Street was replaced by new projects
sponsored by the Boston Housing Authority. O over 9,600 housing
units i n Roxbury in 1985 41 percent consisted of public or publicly-
assisted units, the highest proportionof any Boston neighborhood

Deteriorating econom c conditions also resulted indisinvestment.
Housing stock i n Roxbury dwindled from 22,000 dwelling units in 1950
to 14,000 in 1980 as abandonnment, demolition, and arson reduced
housing units by nmore than one third. Maintenance problems were
exacerbated by tax assessments which failed to reflect reduced values
The tax burden aggravated the situation by augmenting disincentives

L A B (continued)
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for home ownership and rehabilitation. The results were an upsurge in
tax foreclosures, a period of "throw away" housing

In addition, a substantial anount of the property came to be
controlled by absentee landlords. By 1985 although rmuch of the
remaining housing stock consisted of 1- to 4-unit structures, only 51
percent of such units was owner-occupied conmpared to a city-wide
average rate of 73 percent owner occupancy for such structures.
all types of housing units in Roxbury, only 18 percent was owner
occupi ed.

The vicinity immediately west of the Lower Roxbury Historic District
was |eveled piecemeal during the 1970s in unfulfilled anticipation of
construction of Interstate Route 695. The area was realigned and
reworked with the final devel opment of Melina Cass Crosstown Boulevard
in 1980. Much of the cleared area, however, still sits vacant. Part
has been devel oped only with extensive government subsidies. As a
result of this evolution of historical forces, the Lower Roxbury
Historic District stands largely isolated, an island of the most-
densely associated, intact, historic structures representative of the
turn-of-the-century period of relative prosperity and reinvestment
constructed during a transitional period to replace an earlier

nei ghborhood, deemed obsolete, inadequate and unsafe. This district
of substantial, well-proportioned, architect-designed structures has
proven itsadaptability and value by surviving in avicinity nearly
overwhel med by the clearance and redevel opment sponsored by now
largely discreditedurban renewal plans launched in the area during
the second half of the twentieth century.

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since Boston was devel oped at an early date and many prehistoric sites
have been destroyed, any surviving sites could be significant
Prehistoric sites in this area can provide important information on
coastal subsistence and settlement patterns and how these patterns
changed through time as a result of sea level rise. Submerged
habitation type sites, fishweir sites and sites which were originally
on dry land can al | provide important data toward a paleo

environmental reconstruction of the district area during and prior to
sea level rise. Fishweir sites can also be an important source of
information on fisheries technology during the early historic and
prehistoric periods. Any sites which survive in this area were filled
over in the md 19th century. This filling process my have protected
site integrity from later extensive historic period devel opment.

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential to
provide detailedinformation on the social, cultural and economc
patterns that characterized Roxbury's population and settlement as it
grew from a separate community to a neighborhood at the geographical
center of the City of Boston. Broadly speaking, historic resources in
this area have the potential to contribute information on urbanization

(continued)
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in Metropolitan Boston i ngeneral. Structural remains fromm d 19th
century frame barracks and tenements can provide information on early
industrial workers, while similar remains from small detached houses
could contribute data on the lives of nore prosperous workers. Both
types of residences are no longer extant indistrict, having been
replaced by masonry structures. The structural remains described
above can provide exanples of an architectural class which no |longer
survives while related occupational related features, particularly
trash areas can provide details of the lives of individuals who
inhabited those structures.

List of Architects
Architect Building Address

Atwood, H H 1045-1047 Tremont Street
1049- 1051 Tremont Street

Boot h, Janes 42-44 Cunard Street/
23 Wal pole Street

(aka St. Cyprian's Place)

Dool ey, Janes E .
1031-1033 Tremont Street

Griffin, Tristram
1057-1063 Tremont Street
Hal strom, C A 32 Cunard Street
34 Cunard Street
36 Cunard Street
37 Cunard Street
38 Cunard Street
39 Cunard Street
41 Cunard Street
772 Col umbus Avenue
774 Col unmbus Avenue

Hol mes Brothers 1025-1027 Tremont Street
1029 Tremont Street

Kearns, D D

Kearns and Wal sh 1023 Tremont Street
Lewis, E.J. 748 Col unbus Avenue
Lewis, W W 1021 Trenmont Street
Morse, E P 33 Cunard Street r-4 >k

35 Cunard Street
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Murray, James 31 Cunard Street
Russell, C A 1041-1043 Trenmont Street

750 Col unbus Avenue
752 Col unmbus Avenue

764-768 Col umbus Avenue
Silve2rman Engineering Conpany 776 Col umbus Avenue
788 Col unbus Avenue /
, 46- 48 Cunard Street /

Swan, Geor ge 27-29 Wal pole Street
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7. Sam Bass Warner, Jr., Streetcar Suburbs (Canbridge: Harvard
University Press, 1978), p. 2. Mst of the subsequent discussion of
the devel opment of Lower Roxbury and the Tremont Street District in
Roxbury i s based on this vol ume.

8 Sam Bass Warner, Jr., Streetcar Suburbs, p. 93.

9. Sam Bass Warner, Jr., Streetcar Suburbs, p. 23, and Sam B
Warner, Jr., "The Residential Devel opment of Roxbury, West Roxbury and
Dorchester, Massachusetts, 1890-1900" (unpublished dissertation.
Harvard University, 1959), Topographic Maps Nos. 3-9.

10. Sam Bass Warner, Jr. Streetcar Suburbs, pp. 88-90 and
footnote 20, p. 199.
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Back Bay in 1836. Boston: Fuller and Whitney,
1814 .

Back Bay in 1861. Boston: Fuller and Whitney,
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Back Bay in 1871. Boston: Fuller and Whitney,
1861.

Hal es, John G Map of t he Town of Roxbury, 1832. Roxbury: Roxbury
Sel ectmen, 1832.

Poole, Charles H A Map of theCity of Roxbury. Boston: George
Adans, 1856. v

Boston: 1887
Boston: 1897
Boston: 1914
Boston: 1938
Boston: 1960
Boston: 1990
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Whi tney, Charles. Map of theCity of Roxbury, 1843/1849. Roxbury,
Town of Roxbury, 1843 and 1849.

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

HPCA No. 11304MA

HPCA No. 11305MA

HPCA No. 11306NMA '
HPCA No. 11307MA o

HPCA No. 11308NA
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10. CEOGRAPHI CAL DATA
| ° ° (1)

UM Ref erences (continued)

Zone Easting Northing
5 - 19 328210 4689120 -
6 - 19 328240 4689080
7 19 328020 4688920 o

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at t heeastern corner of thelot at 1011-1013 Tremont Street
proceed southwest approximately 600 feet along front property lines of
the lots from 1011-1013 t 01075 Trenont Street t ot hewestern boundof
the l ot of St. Cyprian's Church, 1075 Trenmont Street. Then proceed
approximately 263 feet along thewestern bounds (orrear property
lines) of lots onthewest side of Wal pole Street (aka. St. Cyprian's
Place) t othenorthwestern corner of | ot 20 as referenced on the
attached Geographical Map. Then proceed along Col unmbus Avenue
approximately 540 feet t ot heeastern bound of thel ot at 748 Col unbus
Avenue. Then proceed southeast approximately 63 feet along the
eastern bound of thel ot at 748 Col unbus Avenue t oi t s southeast
corner. Then proceed approximately 75 feet along therear property
lines of thelots at 748, 750-752 Trenmont Street t ot he southwest

corner of thelast. Then proceed diagonally across Coventry Streett oo
the southeast corner of thel ot at 764-768 Col umbus Avenue. Then
\', proceed approximately 63 feet along therear property line of the | ot

at 764-768 Col unmbus Avenue t oi t ssouthwest corner. Then proceed

(continued)
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approximately 125 feet southeast along the rear (east) property lines
of the lots from 41 to 31 Cunard Street to the northeast corner of the
lot at 1045-1047 Tremont Street. Then proceed approximately 25 feet
along the east bound of the | ot at 1045-1047 Tremont Street to the
northwest corner of the | ot at 1041-1043 Trenont Street. Then proceed
approximately 63 feet northeast along the rear property lines of the
lots at 1041 to 1035-1035 Trenmont Street to the northeast corner of
the latter. Then proceed, crossing Coventry Street to neet the
northwest corner of the property at 1031-1033 Trenmont Street. Then
proceed, northeast approximately 100 feet to the northeast corner of
the I ot at 1021 Trenont Street. Then proceed approximately 13 feet
along the eastern boundary line of the same | ot to the northwest

corner of the | ot at 1015-1019 Trenont Street. Then proceed
approximately along the rear property lines of 1015-1019 Trenont
Street and 1011-1013 Tremont Street to the northeast corner of the

latter lot. Then proceed southeast approximately 45 feet along the
eastern property line of 1011-1013 Tremont Street to the point of
origin.

Boundary Justification

Lower Roxbury Historic District is largely isolated by open space,
public housing and transportation projects conceived as part of the
urban renewal novement begun in the md-twentieth century and
continuing to date. O the south side of Tremont Street opposite the

district, is Roxe Homes, a long, multi-story, md 1970"s, brutalist
style, public housing apartment Dblock with commercial space at ground
level. East of the district, down rectilinear Trenmont Street is a

vacant | ot before the m xed streetscape that includes the former
Chickering Piano Factory and the primarily late nineteenth-century
buil dings of the South Boston neighborhood. Mel nea Cass Boulevard
interrupts the urban character of the area west of the district.
Tremont Street thereafter beconmes less straight and |ess-densely
devel oped. e high-rise office building exists on the north side of
the street, but open lots and scattered buildings such as the canpus
of Roxbury Community College on the south side of the street typify
the area. North of the district across Colunmbus Avenue i s a vast,
open area consisting of several, paved and partially landscaped
parking lots and a multistory, cement and glass, parking garage
Further east along Colunmbus Avenue is a m xed area of late,
nineteenth-century apartments, factories and several, post-modern
apartment blocks. West of the historic district along Col umbus
Avenue, similar to Tremont Street, buildings are of recent, |ess-dense
construction.

The boundaries of Lower Roxbury Historic District have been drawn to
delineate a c-shaped area of closely-built, largely turn-of-the
century, urban. Revival-styled, historic structures. The southeastern
and northwestern boundaries of the district include m xed-use,

(continued)
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commercial/residential buildings. The western bound extends t o
include historic buildings along thewest side of Wal pole Street (also
St. Cyprian's Place). Properties along Cunard and Coventry Streets,
entirely enconpassed within thedistrict, aremulti-story, residential
buildings. Eastern bounds are indented toexclude twonodern
buildings and undevel oped lots along Coventry Street. Most of the <
latter have remained vacant since reconstruction of thearea atthe
turn of the century.

(end)
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MAP# PHOTO# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE STATUS RESCOURCE
1 1011-1013 Tremont Street Pre 1868 Grek Revivd/ltdianate C B
2 1015-1019 Tremont Strest Pre 1868 Grek Revivd/ltdianate C B
3 1021 Tremont Street 184 Classcd Reviva C B
4 1023 Tremont Street 184 Classcd Revivd C B
5 1025-1027 Tremont Street 184 Classcd Revivd C B
6 1029 Tremont Street 184 Classicd Reviva C B
7 1031-1033 Tremont Street 18A4 Classicd Revival C B
8 & 2 1035-1039 Tremont Street Between Classicd Reviva C B
1890 & 1897
9 1041-1043 Tremont Street 1895 Classcd Reviva C B
10 1045-1047 Tremont Street 189%6 Classcd Reviva C B
n 1049-1051 Tremont Street 18% Classcd Reviva C B
12 , 3& 4 1053-1055 Tremont Street Between Classcd Reviva C B
1890 & 1897
13 1057-1063 Tremont Street The Burlingame 1896 Classicd Reviva C B
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MAP# PHOTO# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE
14 1065-1069 Tremont Sireet 1900 Classicd detals
15 1075 Tremont Strest S. Cyprian's Episcopa Between Neo-Gothic
Church & Paish House 1915 & 1938
16 19 Wadpole Stret Between Classcd Revivad
(S. Cyprian's Flace) 1890 & 1897
17 Walpole Strest
18 22-24 \Walpole Stret Between Classcd Revivad
(S. Cyprian's Place) 189 & 1914
19 Walpole Street
20 Wapole Street
21 31 Cunard Stregt 1895 Classica Reviva
22 3 Cunard Street 1898 Renadissance Reviva
23 33 Cunard Street 1895 Classicd Reviva
24 34 Cunard Street 1898 Renaissance Revival
25 35 Cunard Street 1895 Classicd Reviva
26 36 Cunard Stregt 1898 Renadissance Reviva
27 37 Cunard Stregt 1899 Renadissance Reviva

Pge2of 3

STATUS RESCURCE

B
B
B
Vacant
C B
Vacant
Vacant
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
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MAP# PHOTO# STREET ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE STATUS RESOURCE
28 38 Cunard Siregt 1838 Renaissance Reviva C B
29 4 39 Cunard Stret 189 Renaissance Reviva C B
30 4 41 Cunard Stregt 1899 Renaissance Revivd C B
31 42-44 Cunard Strest 1897 Classcd Reviva C B

aso 23 Walpole Street

(eka &t. Cyprian's Place)

32 748 Columbus Avenue 1899 Federd Reviva C B
3 5 750 Columbus Avenue 1899 Classica Reviva C B
34 5 752 Columbus Avenue 189 Classicd Revivd C B
35 6 764-768 Columbus Avenue 1914 Classcd Reviva C B
36 772 Columbus Avenue 189 Renaissance Revival C B
37 774 Columbus Avenue 189 Renaissance Revival C B
38 776 Columbus Avenue 1899 Renaissance Revivd C B
39 788 Columbus Avenue 1912 Classca Reviva C B

aso 27-29 Walpole Street

and 46-48 Cunard Strest

Page 3 of 3
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Betsy Friedberg
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