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3: 1 right-hand room fireplace

with rear oven Address 170 Jewett St.

232 right-hand room end wall Historic Name Dickinson-PillsburV-

sunmer and end girt
W t ham House

23:6 attic/roof structure
Use: Present Residence
23:12 left-hand chanber
Original Residence
exterior
DESCRIPTION
Date after 1700
Source A .L . Cummings
Style First Period
Architect Unknown
Setch Myp:
Exterior Wall Fabric shingles
Outbuildings ISth c¢. barn
Major Alterations (with dates) Fli
attached, 1856
Condition Good
Moed No Dae N/A
Acreace 8.8 acres
Setting Seml-rural; relatively isolete(
site near Rowlev line. Surrounded
by meadow, woodland and an occasional
house.
USGS QUIDRANGLE GeorgetG"T. / ..V Organization Boston University

(nnw Tpgqu’h)
SCALE « 1:25.000 Dae April 1986
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Indicate each item o inventory form v*iidi is being continued below.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Dickinson-Pillsbury-Wthamhouse retains First Period integrity
of location, design, workmanship, setting and feeling to a high
degree in itssurviving frame and simple features and fittings,
making i teligible under Criterion C During restoration, the
archeologist owner did not renove early paint from the plaster walls
or ceilings, nor the soot blackening the ceilings over the
fireplaces. I'n addition, the house retains many simple fittings
wooden | atches and pegs, hardware, cupboards and a shelf hung from
the back of the chimey with wooden hangers - which conmbine with the
unaltered finishes to nmore accurately portray the feeling of a First
Period farm building than most of the houses surveyed. The very
simplicity of the interior is probably representativeof the great
body of simple First Period farmhouses now |ost to us. The analysis
of paint and plaster evidence on the walls and ceilings my yield
information important to our understanding of this type of building,
making i teligible under Criterion D  The unusual piecing of the
right end girt is also worthy of future study.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Dickinson-Pillsbury-Wthamhouse is a 5 bay wide 2 1/2 story
central chimney structure with clapboards on the front and shingles
on the sides and rear wall. There are hewn overhangs on the front
and at the left gable end. The house began as a single cell 2 12
story structure to the right of the chimey bay. The |eft-hand roons
were added within a generation. The el | projecting from the rear
right-hand end was attached 1856.

MAJCR FI RST PER OD FEATURES

This simple farm dwelling has escaped major remodelings over the
years and retains much of itsoriginal First Period construction and
finish. The growth of the house is visible primarily in the attic
Abbott Lowell Cumm ngs has found evidence of brick nogging in the
walls up to the window sill level, which confirms accounts in early
fam ly records.

The owner found evidence during restoration that the original w ndows
were of the type inwhich sills and headers were | et into the studs.

The stylistic similarity of the two halves of this clearly two-stage
house suggests that i twas enlarged relatively soon after its initial

construction. In the right hand room the substantial hard wood
longitudinal sunmer beam has a flat chanfer with plain, coved
(sem-lamb's tongue) stop at the outer wall and full lamb's tongue
stops at the chimey girt. Joists are spaced 20-21 inches on

centers. The chimney girt is covered with a box which has a crude
quirked bead along the edge. The same quirked bead is found along

Staple to Inventory form at botrnin
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Property Name Witham House

I ndi cate each item on inventory f omwhich is being continued bel ow

the edge of theboard covering thereveal of t herecessed fireplace
and on boxes covering thecorner posts. |t i sas though an attempt
was nmade t ofashion a quirked bead without t heproper molding plane
(Note: thesane crude quirked bead appears on thefireplace wallsof

the Goodal e house i n |pswich).

At theendwall, a curious piecing out of theendgirt i svisible.
O both sides of t hesumer beam there i sarising angled cut on the
end girt as though thegirt were scarfed at that point. The center

of thebeam i sthen apparently a separate piece perhaps six feeti n
length.

Oh thefront, rear andfireplace walls of theroomthere i svertical
feat her-edged sheathing.

The fireplace has a rear oven. The owner feels that t he present
fireplace may not be t heoriginal one. Perhaps thechimey stacks
date from t heperiod of theaddition of theleft hand roons.

In thelobby thestairs, which do not appear t ohave been altered,
are enclosed with vertical sheathing boards. Evi dence of hinge marks
- indicated that a door once further closed off thestaircase. The
chimey girt andchimey post seen i nthestair hall exhibit rising
brace mortises, evidence that theleft hand chimey girt was once an
end wall girt. There i salso anadditional post supportingthe

| eft-hand chimey girt which has been inserted next t ot he chimey
stack beside thestaircase, a somewhat makeshift construction

The left hand room has a longitudinal sumer beamwith a flat chanfer
and |lamb's tongue stops. There i svertical feather edged sheathing
to theright of the fireplace.

In theleft-hand chanmber, t hespace where therafters angle down over
the outer-most joist i splastered on an angle, a feature not foundi n
the original, right-hand side of t he house.

In theattic a purlin roof i svisible. There arecollar beanms only

in theright-hand side. The constructionof theleft-hand part of

the roof IS}USI slightly different than theearlier, right-hand

part, theratters being slightly slimmer.

LATER S| GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The owners found a piece nf i-ho K" 4-

the fireplace I nthl left hanTfArlt fir" which surrounded

copied from a piece fou*d sonewhere t~e°bnl"Ar"°p "A LA

surrounds theovermantel pine® i nthis ro "Voi ding which now
-9-

Stapletolnventory format hottnm
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H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The house i simportat for it sassociation with Paul Pillsbury, who

purchased t hehouse i n1801-2. Pillsbury was a prolific inventor who
patented i n1863 a corn sheller which stripped thekernels from ears
of corn. Theprinciple behind his bark mll i sstill used i nmills

made today. He also invented thefirst shoe pegging machine, which

was used i nhi s house i n Georgetown.

REFERENCES
Field, Jane. Georgetown, Mass. 1863-1963.

-3-

Staple to Inventory form at botm.
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NRI' S Reference Nunber: 90000210 Date Listed: 03/09/90

Di cki nson—Pi | | sbury-W t ham House  Essex \V:\
Property Neune County State

First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted inthe National Register of Historic Places
in accordance with the attached nomi nation docunentation subject
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendnents,
notw t hstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nom nation docunentation.

CCVLSANA A AQE ANARY AL A 03/ 09/ 90
si gnatuce”of the Keeper Date of Action

Anended Itenms i n Nom nation:

Geographi cal Data: WBD

The handwritten scale onthe sketch map supersedes the typedor
printed one: the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scale for
the reduced map.

This information has been confirmed with Ann Tait, MSPQ by
t el ephone.

DI STRI BUTI O\
Nati onal Regi ster property file
Nom nating Authority (wthout attachnent)
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