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Town Ge o r ee t own 

Address 170 J e w e t t S t . 

Historic Name D i c k i n s o n - P i l l s b u r V -

Wi tham House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Original R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date a f t e r 1700 

Source A . L . Cummings 

S t y l e F i r s t P e r i o d 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric sh ingles 

Outbu i ld ings I S t h c . b a r n 

Major Alterations (with dates) F l i 

a t t a c h e d , 18 56 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreace 8.8 acres 

S e t t i n g S e m l - r u r a l ; r e l a t i v e l y i s o l e t e ( 

s i t e n e a r R o w l e v l i n e . S u r r o u n d e d 

by meadow, w o o d l a n d and an o c c a s i o n a l 

h o u s e . 

Recorded bv Anne G r a d v 

Organ iza t ion B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date A p r i l 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dickinson-Pillsbury-Witham house r e t a i n s F i r s t Period i n t e g r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , design, workmanship, s e t t i n g and f e e l i n g to a high 
degree i n i t s s u r v i v i n g frame and simple features and f i t t i n g s , 
making i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. During r e s t o r a t i o n , the 
a r c h e o l o g i s t owner d i d not remove e a r l y p a i n t from the p l a s t e r w a l l s 
or c e i l i n g s , nor the soot blackening the c e i l i n g s over the 
f i r e p l a c e s . I n a d d i t i o n , the house r e t a i n s many simple f i t t i n g s -
wooden latches and pegs, hardware, cupboards and a s h e l f hung from 
the back of the chimney w i t h wooden hangers - which combine w i t h the 
unaltered f i n i s h e s to more a c c u r a t e l y p o r t r a y the f e e l i n g of a F i r s t 
Period farm b u i l d i n g than most of the houses surveyed. The very 
s i m p l i c i t y of the i n t e r i o r i s probably r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the great 
body of simple F i r s t Period farmhouses now l o s t t o us. The a n a l y s i s 
of paint and p l a s t e r evidence on the w a l l s and c e i l i n g s may y i e l d 
i n f o r m a t i o n important t o our understanding of t h i s type of b u i l d i n g , 
making i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D. The unusual p i e c i n g of the 
r i g h t end g i r t i s also worthy of f u t u r e study. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Dickinson-Pillsbury-Witham house i s a 5 bay wide 2 1/2 s t o r y , 
c e n t r a l chimney s t r u c t u r e w i t h clapboards on the f r o n t and shingles 
on the sides and rear w a l l . There are hewn overhangs on the f r o n t 
and at the l e f t gable end. The house began as a s i n g l e c e l l 2 1/2 
s t o r y s t r u c t u r e t o the r i g h t of the chimney bay. The l e f t - h a n d rooms 
were added w i t h i n a generation. The e l l p r o j e c t i n g from the rear 
right-hand end was attached 1856. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

This simple farm d w e l l i n g has escaped major remodelings over the 
years and r e t a i n s much of i t s o r i g i n a l F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
f i n i s h . The growth of the house i s v i s i b l e p r i m a r i l y i n the a t t i c . 
Abbott Lowell Cummings has found evidence of b r i c k nogging i n the 
w a l l s up t o the window s i l l l e v e l , which confirms accounts i n e a r l y 
f a m i l y records. 

The owner found evidence d u r i n g r e s t o r a t i o n t h a t the o r i g i n a l windows 
were of the type i n which s i l l s and headers were l e t i n t o the studs. 
The s t y l i s t i c s i m i l a r i t y of the two halves of t h i s c l e a r l y two-stage 
house suggests t h a t i t was enlarged r e l a t i v e l y soon a f t e r i t s i n i t i a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n the r i g h t hand room, the s u b s t a n t i a l hard wood 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam has a f l a t chamfer w i t h p l a i n , coved 
(semi-lamb's tongue) stop at the outer w a l l and f u l l lamb's tongue 
stops at the chimney g i r t . J o i s t s are spaced 20-21 inches on 
centers. The chimney g i r t i s covered w i t h a box which has a crude 
quirked bead along the edge. The same quirked bead i s found along 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at botrnin 
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the edge of the board covering the reveal of the recessed f i r e p l a c e 
and on boxes covering the corner posts. I t i s as though an attempt 
was made to fashion a quirked bead w i t h o u t the proper molding plane 
(Note: the same crude quirked bead appears on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l s of 
the Goodale house i n Ips w i c h ) . 

At the end w a l l , a curious p i e c i n g out of the end g i r t i s v i s i b l e . 
On both sides of the summer beam, there i s a r i s i n g angled cut on the 
end g i r t as though the g i r t were scarfed a t t h a t p o i n t . The center 
of the beam i s then apparently a separate piece perhaps s i x f e e t i n 
len g t h . 

On the f r o n t , rear and f i r e p l a c e w a l l s of the room there i s v e r t i c a l 
feather-edged sheathing. 

The f i r e p l a c e has a rear oven. The owner f e e l s t h a t the present 
f i r e p l a c e may not be the o r i g i n a l one. Perhaps the chimney stacks 
date from the pe r i o d of the a d d i t i o n of the l e f t hand rooms. 

I n the lobby the s t a i r s , which do not appear to have been a l t e r e d , 
are enclosed w i t h v e r t i c a l sheathing boards. Evidence of hinge marks 

- i n d i c a t e d t h a t a door once f u r t h e r closed o f f the s t a i r c a s e . The 
chimney g i r t and chimney post seen i n the s t a i r h a l l e x h i b i t r i s i n g 
brace mortises, evidence t h a t the l e f t hand chimney g i r t was once an 
end w a l l g i r t . There i s also an a d d i t i o n a l post supporting the 
l e f t - h a n d chimney g i r t which has been i n s e r t e d next to the chimney 
stack beside the s t a i r c a s e , a somewhat makeshift c o n s t r u c t i o n 

The l e f t hand room has a l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam w i t h a f l a t chamfer 
and lamb's tongue stops. There i s v e r t i c a l f e a t h e r edged sheathing 
to the r i g h t of the f i r e p l a c e . 

I n the l e f t - h a n d chamber, the space where the r a f t e r s angle down over 
the outer-most j o i s t i s p l a s t e r e d on an angle, a f e a t u r e not found i n 
the o r i g i n a l , r i g h t - h a n d side of the house. 

I n the a t t i c a p u r l i n r o o f i s v i s i b l e . There are c o l l a r beams only 
i n the right-hand s i d e . The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the l e f t - h a n d p a r t of 
the roof i s j u s t s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t than the e a r l i e r , r ight-hand 
p a r t , the r a f t e r s being s l i g h t l y slimmer. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The owners found a piece nf i-ho K ^ I ^ 4--
the f i r e p l a c e I n t h l l e f t h a n T f ^ r l t f ' i ^ " ' which surrounded 
copied from a piece fou^d somewhere t^e°bnl"^^"°P'"^ ' ^^^^ 
surrounds the overmantel p i n e ^ i n t h i s ro 'Voiding which now 

-2-
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house i s importat f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h Paul P i l l s b u r y , who 
purchased the house i n 1801-2. P i l l s b u r y was a p r o l i f i c i n ventor who 
patented i n 1863 a corn s h e l l e r which s t r i p p e d the kernels from ears 
of corn. The p r i n c i p l e behind h i s bark m i l l i s s t i l l used i n m i l l s 
made today. He also invented the f i r s t shoe pegging machine, which 
was used i n h i s house i n Georgetown. 

REFERENCES 

F i e l d , Jane. Georgetown, Mass. 1863-1963. 

-3-
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NRIS Reference Number: 90000210 Date Listed: 03/09/90 

Dickinson—Pillsbury—Witham House Essex MA 
Property Neune County State 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
Multiple Name 

This property i s li s t e d in the National Register of Historic Places 
in accordance with the attached nomination documentation subject 
to the following exceptions, exclusions, or eunendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

.V.>^^A.^:^9r^^^^y/^<'^ 03/09/90 
Date of Action < ^ signatuce^ of the Keeper 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Geographical Data: VBD 

The handwritten scale on the sketch map supersedes the typed or 
printed one: the handwritten scale i s the appropriate scale for 
the reduced map. 

This information has been confirmed with Ann Ta i t , MASHPO, by 
telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without attachment) 
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