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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The McCarthy house at 1415 Fort is a two-story duplex built in the Prairie style, 
apparently adapted from a Frank Lloyd Wright plan published in the Ladies f Home Journal 
in 1907. As in that design the structure is basically a cube covered with a slab roof. 
Here, however, the window area at right rear is increased by a double inset corner. 
The roof, rather than being flat—although it appears so from the street—is pitched 
to a very low hip. A one-and-a-half story wing and a long terrace which appeared to 
the left in the original plan have been omitted; a small sun-room at right occurs in­ 
stead. As though in compensation for the loss of emphatic horizontality which would 
have been provided by the terrace, a pent eave has been added over the first story. 
The fenestration has also been somewhat modified by the adaptation to duplex form: 
the corner windows at upper left light the stairwell and .entry to an upstairs apartment, 
and did not appear in the Wright facade.

Despite these adaptations to local climate, site and the particular needs of the first 
owner, the effect of the house is substantially Wrightean and purely Prairie. The 
fabric is light stucco, against which the typically deep, wood-banded eaves are ranged. 
Low, short, ledged stucco walls, extending at right angles to the ground-floor facade, 
demarcate its main openings. Windows occur in horizontal bands; the lines and shadows 
of their outset sills further emphasize the horizontal organization; the low rectangular 
chimney follows suit.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McCarthy house is architecturally significant as the purest example in Boise of the 
Prairie Style of residential architecture. Indeed it is rohe of the purest examples in 
the state, where only about a dozen houses have been identified which follow the style 
very deliberately. As indicated in the description the McCarthy house follows in its basii 
plan and appearance a design published by the originator of the Prairie style, Frank 
Lloyd Wright, in the Ladies' Home Journal in 1907. This was the third design Wright 
has sold to the Curtis Publishing Company to be resold by mail to its readers; it was 
for a more modest dwelling that could have been built from the more complex, cross-planned 
and decoratively elaborate designs published in 1901. The cost of the building from the 
earlier plans was projected at $5800 and $7000; from the later one, although it appeared 
six years later, only $5000. Just this cost was projected six years later still, when the 
Idaho Statesman reported on "the handsome $5000 home" that Charles Penderghast McCarthy 
planned to build on Fort Street.

McCarthy, a native of Massachusetts and a graduate of Harvard, had been in Boise eight 
years in 1913 and had risen quickly. He had begun in the law office of .tin u "9 Miami tf.x. 
Borah, been admitted to the bar, moved on to the positions of acting city attorney and 
county prosecutor, and married the daughter of a state supreme court judge. In 1912 he 
was appointed judge of the third district of Idaho, one of the youngest ever appointed 
to the office, and a year later he built his new house. Its arrangement as an unaltered 
duplex reflects the fact that it was originally occupied by an extended family: the Judge 
and his young family lived downstairs, his widowed mother and his sister above.


