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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built ca. 1809 and done in the Adam style, the house is in the form of
a rectangle, conforming partially to the outline of a single house, but with
a strongly projecting four-sided bay which rises the full three stories of

the central block of the house. Its face is dressed withamarble: windowilinti Js,

relief brickcourses ,alovely: bright red cutting brick arches above the windo
of the second story,and topped with a pane]ed balustrade running fully about
the central block and the south bay. House is constructed of brick and has
hipped roof.

The interior plan is admirably open, considering the restrictions of
space, with entry into a full width hall which leads in turn to a stair hall,
the oval library in the bay, and a dining room. The free-flying stairs lead
to a second story with two drawing rooms adjoined and a principal bedroom.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nathaniel Russell House is an excellent example of the Adam style
of architecture. Russell's house was built when Tocal carpenters had
afdécade of experience with the light and airy manner.made popular by
Robert Adam. His house has been called an exercise in ellipses, for
from its free-flying stair to the wrought iron balconies, to the princi-
pal windows and doors, we find the expression of movement, combining in
a contrast of forms. It was the Tast great house of the city's post-
revolutionary period. ‘

The interior detail, varied from room to room, has all the delicacy
and intricate ambition of the American version of the Adam manner. Slende
double-encased pilasters in door and window architraves, Chippendale fret,
anthemions, the iris, urns and swags, combine and enhance each other in
both plaster and wood to give the rooms a most extraordinary refinement.

Another interesting refinement to the building is the use of red
brick to form the arches above the windows. This was done in order to
relieve the general monotony of the usual rust-colored bricks; therefore,
the more spectacular houses at the end of the 18th Century and the begin-
ning of the 19th Century dressed prominent features of the exteriors of
buildings with a crimson colored brick of fine sandy quality known in both
England and America as a "“cutting", "rubbing" or "Windsei" britk. Sir
John Summerson in his book Georgian London writes that it was an expensive
brick capable of accurate cutting or shaping by rubbing the brick together
They could easily be made into wedge shapes to act as voussoirs either in
flat door or window arches or in semicircular arches, giving good contrast.
Examples of this work may be seen in abundance at the Nathaniel Russell
House.

In the architectural survey of €Charleston, a jury composed of Dr.
William Murtagh, kizeper of the National Register of Historic Places,
Professor Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, Mr.
Carl Feiss and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, noted this
structure as exceptional. This notation indicates that the building is
of the highest architectural design quality, well-proportioned, and architg
urally sophisticated. Windows, classical orders or other period designs,
chimneys, verandahs, massing, materials, fixtures, refined detail, and
craftsmanship. are all elegant and innovative. The structure is to be
preserved and protected in situ at all costs.
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NAME AND TITLE:

‘Tray Stephenson and Bernard Kearse (Historic Preservation Division)

QRGANIZATION DATE

South Carolina Department of Archives and History April 25, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Columbia South Caroli 045

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significancegof this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National ¥ State [} Local
! Q ' Date
Name - ATTEST:
Charles E. Lee 1/7{
Title __State | iaison Offirpf, :
Department of Archives & History Keeper of The National Register

Date Date

April 23, 1973
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