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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Taylors Falls Public Library is of wood frame construction, 1L'-L" wide
by 32'-0" long, The east end faces the street. Although built in a simple,

mid-19th century design, later alterations give it a late-19th century appean
ance. It is single story, painted white.

Two double hung windows set in "stick" style frames with shallow incised,
"Eastlake" decoration flank a central door. The latter is covered by a
Gothic-styled entrance canppy console. A horizontal wood molding at window
s111 height separates an exterior "wainscot" of vertical wood siding which
extends up to the bottom of the gable. The wall surface of the gable con-

sists of sawn, hexagon-shaped wood shingles.

Side elevations are covered with horizontal clapboard siding and are relieved
by windows in undecorated frames, and by scalloped vergeboards. A 1L'-0" wide

by 7'-0" deep wood frame "lean-to" has been added to the rear since the 1887
remodeling. :

The interior consists of 2 rooms and a storage shed. The front room has plas.
tered walls and plastered barrel vault ceiling. Wood work is pine, grained ta
resemble oak. The bookshelving is decorated with "Eastlake" style design,
typical of the period. The rear room has a decorated tin ceiling and oak
grained pine woodwork. The 2 rooms are connected by a large, round head arched
opening for double doors which have been removed but are stored in the shed.

The building is heated by a central stove. There is no plumbing. There is a
small cellar, and the remainder of the area below the floor is crawlspace,
Foundations are of local sandstone,
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[sTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Essentially unchang‘é in exterior and interior design and furnishings in
the 83 years it has served as a library, and still actually used for this
purpose; this building is a significant example of a small town library as
it appeared and functioned befére the age of Carnegie and the bookmobile,

The structure was built in lBSIfbyﬁmﬁ{agp‘q Spengler for his use as a
residence and a tailor shop. Uniforms for area men leaving for the Civil
War were made here. As the George Booth residence, it was sold in 1887 to
the Taylors Falls Library Association, an organization formed in 1871 with
a total of 1,000 books. The building was remodeled in 1887 by Thomas Peck
~at a cost of $400,00 for use as a Public library. T

While the simple horizontal clapboard side and rear elevation are a reten-
tion of the 1854 appearance, the sawn and turned ornamentation applied to
the east ele\;?ion and the vergeboards illustrate the later styles: "Car-
penter Gothi¥ and "Stick afid Shingle". These two. styles are becoming in-
creasingly rare in Minnesota and this is a particularly good example.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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U.5.G.S. 15' Quadrangle

St. Croix Dalles, Wis.-kinn,
Taylors Falls Library‘

1955
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common: Taylors Falls Piblic Library

Bench Street at Second and Walnut Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Taylors Falls
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U.S5.G.S. 15' Quadrangle, St. Croix Dalles,

1= 62500

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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