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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 35 194
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Sal em
Address 6 Rust St-geet

Nanme First Universalist Church

Present use Church
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number First Universalist Churcn

Present owner 6 Rust Street
Salem Mass. U1970
3. Description:

Dat e 1808

Sour ce Sal em Historical Conm ssion

Style Feder al

4. Map, Draw sketch of building location Architect WIIiam Putnam
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Brick

Qut bui I di ngs (describe) None

Ot her features pedimented frontispiece,

bal ustraded tower, arched entry

18bb;18/«;
Altered Restored 1924 Date
Moved No Date
5. Lot size: 16,252 sg. ft.
One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street
Adjacent
6. Recorded by A. Crump
Organization Salem Redevelopment Authority

Date November 1979

UM References: 19/37"300/A709A60
Assessor's Number: 35-194

iOM-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) First Church
Original use Chur ch
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Thenes (check as many as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Education Rel i gi on
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settlement I nvention
Commer ce I ndustry Soci al /
Communi cati on Military humani tari an
Conmmuni ty devel opnent Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (includeexplanation of themes checked above)

The First Universalist Church on Rust Street i sone of two Federal period churches
remaining i nthecity. | naddition, itis oneof only twobuildings tosurvivei n
an early 19th century vernacular neighborhood that was cleared for urban renewal.

The two-story, redbrick church is built on a typical Federal neetinghouse plan,
with a projectingfive-bay facade supporting a square tower at itscenter, which
nasks t heridge of thepitched roof behind. Brick sill courses nmark t hesecond
story of thefacade and encircle t hetower, but do not appear on the main nass

of the building, which is completely sheer except at thecornice. This restraint
enhances the bold effect of thestronger cornice and balustrade capping t hetower.
Broad granite steps lead tothree doorways symmetrically placed on t hefacade. The
center entry i srecessed in around arch; thesecondary side entries, also recessed,
are segmentally arched. The end bays are marked with rectangular w ndows.

The Universalist Society of Salemwas founded i n 1805, and a | ot of land on

St. Peter Street was donated for construction of a church. This was considered
to be tooclose tothetown jail, so thelot was sold for $1,000 and t he present
ot purchased for 1,500. The cornerstone was set on August 7. isSs- the ftrs]
service was held on My 14, 1809. ' ' n

The First Universalist Church possesses integrity of location, design materials
ZATrTeplTAAA " crite?ion'c of theNat ional Reg i*ter o?

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Sdem Historic District Study Committee:  Report, 1968.
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3. First Universalist Church
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4. Monroe, Bessie, House INANANAREN | ster /"eper
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5. Downtown Salem District
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES £VAUJATION / RETURN SHE

NatioMai Pwt Swvte*

First Universalist Church (Downtown Sale,
MRA)

Essex County
MASSAC HUSETTS

Wo.k,,, , ! JIN 1419S3

J Action: -/"CCEPT raf/fn
r<*ubfni«sion Int»r«<i m ~te RETURN
nomination by p«rson or local govornmont uatiofiiLl Register REJECT
ownor objoction Fodaral Ag«ncy:
appaal

Substantiva Raviaw: aampla raquest i. appaal NR decision

Raviawar's comnanta:

Racom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Data
aaa continuation sheet

Nomination raturnad lor: technical corrections cited below
_substantiva reasons discussad balow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

7. Description

aummary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exceptiGo
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

UMT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
‘na | iiiKHii iigrvwmiw «OM MIU»IIT| viiMn IM Haw M:

13. Other

Maps
Ptiotographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed . Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504









Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000277



