
•FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Boston 

la Area no. Form no. 

1 1. Town Andover 

Address 

Name 

20 Main Street 

Andover Town Hall 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Present use governmental o f f i c e s 

'fi:-

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

326: Lawrence Quad, 1:25000 
19/324580/4724610 

t 

(over) 

Present owner Andnvf^r 

^ Description: 

Date 1858 

Source_ 

Style 

Andover Advertiser 

Romanesque Revival 

Architect Theodore Voelkers 

Exterior wall fabric b r i ck 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features p,̂  s to r ies : gable roof : 
arched corbel tab le ; 2-story recessed 
r e l i e v i n g arches; segmentally arched 
windows on 1^'^floor have hoodnanolding;  
foiindheaded windnw.g nn ?d f l o o r have key-
stone; t r i p a r t i t e , roundhdd gable window;* 
Altered -_ ; Date 

•recessed, arched center entrance 
r Moved - Date 

5, Lot size: Map 39 Parcel 1 

One acre or less X Over one acre_ 

Approximate frontage 380' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

25' 

6. Recorded by W. Front iero 

Organization 

Date 

AHC 

7 Aug. 1980 

37t^-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Town of Andover 

Original use tcmn hall 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sitmf^ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Town Hall i s signi^Sant (1)' as a 'syntool of the p o l i t i c a l divisicsi 'imd 
' incorporation of the Town of Andover; (2) for i t s inportant civic role throughout 
later town history; and (3) as a good exanple of the.".early Scifianesqae:'Revival 
style as b u i l t by a noted industrial architect. The property retains integrity 
of design, materials, workmanship, and setting; i t meets Criteria A, B, and C of 
the National Register. 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Andover's f i r s t town meetings after i t s legal sejjaration from North Andover i n 1855 
were held i n the furniture warerooms of Henry F. Barnard. The building of Town Hall 
was proposed i n 1856, and the structure was con^leted i n 1858. On March 7, 1859, 
the f i r s t town meeting was held i n the new h a l l . 

The building consnittee v*iich supervised construction contained soiae of Andover's 
most prominent citizens, two of whom were professional builders: mantifacturers 
Peter Smith and John Dove, Nathaniel Swift, and builders Jacob Chickering and 
William S. Jenkins. Theodore Voelkers of Boston was the architect; Abbott & Clement 
of Andover, the builders. Total cost for the land and building was about $14,500. 
The building coramittee was commended for the "sxjbstantial,. beautifxil, and ccasaodious 
Town House... an honor to themselves and the tovm." 

niis relatively modest hal l bears a striking similarity to m i l l architecture of 
the period. Town Hall visually emphasizes the great prosperity of Andover's factories 
at this period, and perhaps not coincidentally given the make-up of the building 
coKimittee, the architect was well-known for his m i l l designs. The simple mass with 
i t s gable roof and f l a t planes i s unpretentious, but i t i s also an excellent 
period piece, A dynamic pattern of arched motifs i n doorway, windows, relieving 
arches, and corbeling forms the dominant architecttiral interest. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, sissessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) - ., 

Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Town Hall" 
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Name Town of Andover Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
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i(U 11. Main Street-Locke Street D i s t r i c t 

Date/Signature 

Keeper —y/LiJ^iU^ M-7-i 

Attest 

12. Abbot, -Asa and Sylvester, Hou^^^^^g^ the Keepier />^c..^Mt.<_^&//o/?^ 
Hatlonal Register 

, , / Attest 

13. Andover National Bank SubfltantlTft Review Keeper L } ^ ^ M A ^ » ^ L . / Q . 

' Attest (oJjude ^ivLiuo ^\%\%^ 

14. Andover Town Ha l l 

15. Arden 

Entered In tha 
national Register Keeper 

Attest ' ' 
Entered in "tl^Q ^ . ^ 
Hatlonal Register Keeper C>3U-*'>-'^^^j^yt^^ W/d/t^ 

Attest 
Entered i n tha ^ ^ 

16. Bailey, Timothy P., House jjational EegfBtsr Keeper 0<3LL^<^ X j y t ^ 

17. Barnard Block 

Attest 
Entered in the. / ^ 
jSational Begis^ar. Keeper Qd -̂̂ ^^^^ -̂̂ -w^ 70>-you^ ^ / C / / ^ J -

Attest 

Ig Chandler-Bigsby-Abbot House 

Chickering House 

Substantive Review Keeper UMt/kMAum &./o.r:u 

Attest 

Entered in the Keeper ^p(U^^<^ &J/uA^ 
Hatlonal Register ^ 

Attest 

20. Chandler-Hidden House Entered i n the ^ , y ^ . c J L ^ ^ S ^ , ^ < & / V i ^ 
National Register ^ r^^^^-^ 

Attest 
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• Working No. i ^ f ^ ^ ^ - ^ 
Fttd. R«g. Date: 

Proporty: 

Stato. County :44 -^2^^-^^^ 
Fodarai Agancy: 

raaubmi salon 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 

^ppaal 

Data Dua: 
Action: AC C E PT 6//'^/f'^ 

Entered in the RETURN 
national Beglster REJECT 

photoa 
maps 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample raquest appeal .NR decision 

CO 
p. 

»r's commanta: 

Racom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date \ 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
. ^ s u b s t a n t i v e reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r off Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n off L e g a l Pescr ip t ion 

6. Represen ta t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000298 


