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7. Original owner (if known) F r e d e r i c k Clapp 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l , one commerc i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Lilce the rowhouses on Pearl S t r e e t , these Riyer 
Street houses are c l e a r l y urban i n natnre. They are 
faced w i t h pressed b r i c k and trimmed i n brownstone. 

I t s design i s comparaB^le t o rowhouses of the same date 
i n the Sonth End of Bos-ton. The ingenious manner i n which 
the facades are staggered t o f i t the i r r e g u l a r l o t i s 
unusual. 2 6-3 2 River Street i l l - u s t r a t e s a change i n 
the s p i r i t and technique seen i n masonry b u i l d i n g s of 
the p e r i o d . Despite the op-ulent jnasonry d e t a i l i n g , 
S"cane featxires were -made of wood as an economy measure, 
but painted brown and dusted w i t h sand t o give the 
appearance of brownstone. Each o f these rowhouses 
forms a Taonxmental streetscape and s i g n i f i e s the growing 
Torhanization of the once r u r a l v i l l a g e of Camhridgeport. 

Present owners,; 2 6 River Street'; 

2 8 River S t r e e t : 
30 River Street 
32 R i ^ r S t r e e t : 

Trustees o f the Freedom 
Bi c e n t e n n i a l Trust, Richarc" 
L. Medverd , Boston, "MA 
Joseph A i e l l o , CaTPiridge , l A 
Richard L. Medverd 
Louisa A. and 
H. Ryer, Sr. 

, Boston 
Frederick 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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Federal Agency: 
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Date Due: All-^^^ 
Action: ACCEPT. 

photos—Z_ 
maps 
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see continustion sheet 

.Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of L e g a f P e s c r i p t i o n 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

.anginal tiM 

I aw ptaaaa* am* aitglmat |H kmmamt p^ialal i 

. summary paragraph 

. completeness 

. clarity 

. alterations/integrity 
dates 

. boundary selection 



6. Signifficance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justif ication of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of excepti&n 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l Re fe rences 

10. Oeographica l P a t a 

11. Form Prepared By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Hw II uluiin algrUmniM al thl« prapart, mman *» ama ia: 

Il MM. mat 

l U l l l l l L ^ i m i i M l i O W W f l l r n l M r * 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other j,^ 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to AM. (^'U.X^ 

Signed / ^ 4 i i ^ / A y v n«tA 4 ^ - / ^ Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number (I Q 4-9>f\ 

- - 1 3 1 . - J " 

i A AA^AyyAA 
VAAA^ ' 

/ 

'i 
I 

. l _ 

I..;- pin 
A A-Aiji^:^— 

A)\ 
Jin. 

(over) 

30M-5-77 

In Area no. Form no. 

Cpr 
C ' p o r t I I C 8 

1. Town p.^THhrid^e 

Address 9R-?i9 T?TVP-P Rt-pppt 

Name TTrhan Rowhouses 

Present use -PPRT dent-i a1 /coTTunercial 

Present owner (P lease see o t h e r s i d e ) 

3. Description: 

Date I860 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Mansard 

Architect anonymous 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) nnne 

Other features p r e s s e d b -mW , triTmned 
i n b r o w n s t o n e ; o p u l e n t inasonry 
d e t a i l . . - _—• — 

Altered jvjp 

Moved 

Date -

Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre 

Approximate f ron tagea l l b l d g s . 
110 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

12 f e e t 

6. Recorded by n^- r^T^y,^-Rnn-h- Ing 

OrganizationQ^.pj_^gQ H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 1965 

UP̂ A'-CPST̂ rf 50UT-H-



7. Original owner (if known) F rede r i ck Clapp 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l , one commercial es tabl ishment 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Lik.e th.e rowh,oiises on Pearl S t r e e t ̂  these Riyej? 
Street houses are c l e a r l y xirBan i n natnre. They are 
faced w i t h pressed B r i c k and trimmed i n brownstone. 

r t s des^ign i s compa-raSie t o rowhoxises o f the same date 
i n the South End o f Boston. The ingenious manner i n which 
the facades are staggered t o f i t the i r r e g u l a r l o t i s 
unusual. 26-32 Kiver S t r e e t i l l u s t r a t e s a change i n 
the s p i r i t and techniq;ue seen i n masonry b u i l d i n g s o f 
th.e p e r i o d . Despite tSe opulent joasonry d e t a i l i n g , 
S'ome features- were Tuade o f wood as an economy measure, 
t'lit p ainted Brown and dusted with, sand t o give the 
appearance o f Brownstone, Each, o f these Cowhouses 
forms" a monumental streetscape and s i g n i f i e s the growing 
u r B a n i z a t i o n o f the once r u r a l v i l l a g e o f CamBridgeport. 

Present owners-; 2 6 l i i v e r Street'; 

2 8 River S t r e e t : 
3 0 River S t r e e t 
32 River S t r e e t : 

Trustees o f the Freedom 
B i c e n t e n n i a l T r u s t , Richarc. 
L. Medverd, Bosto-Ta, HA 
Joseph A i e l l o , CaoiiBridge , IA 
Richard L. Medverd^ Boston 
Louisa A. and Frederick 
H. Ryer, Sr. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CGMvflSSICN 
Office of t±ie Secretary, Boston 

Cannunity: 

Cainbridge 
Form No: 
CPT 
I I . C . 8 

Property Name: Urban Row Houses 
26-32 River Street 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

The urban row houses at 26-32 River Street were erected i n 1860 
by Frederick Clapp, a woodenware dealer i n Boston, and are the most 
elaborate early examples of t h i s type remaining i n Cambridge. These 
houses were "to be b u i l t i n the most substantial manner . . . and adapted 
to the wants of those who abound i n t h i s world's goods".* After horse 
car service to Boston was begun i n 185 3, Cambridgeport and Mid Cambridge 
were seen-as desirable suburban communities by Boston merchants. Cambridge 
accordingly has many one-of-a-kind structures which were b u i l t by Boston 
in t e r e s t s and were s i m i l a r to those being b u i l t i n large numbers i n 
Roxbury, South Boston, and Charlestown. These row houses are the sole 
Cambridge representatives of t h i s type of early b e l l - c a s t Mansard houses 
which were b u i l t i n quantity elsewhere i n the Boston area. 

Three of the four houses are i n o r i g i n a l condition; number 26, 
Clapp's own house, has been a l t e r e d by the i n s e r t i o n of store windows. 
These a l t e r a t i o n s are recoverable and do not detract from the o v e r a l l 
i n t e g r i t y and significance of the structures, rpĵ gy j^get c r i t e r i o n C 
embodying d i s t i n c t i v e c h aracteristics of urban, r e s i d e n i t a l , second ' 
Empire style construction: slate mansard roof punctuated by oedinented 
dormers, archxtectonic brownstone t r i m , and symmetrical desian 

'Cambridge Chronicle, A p r i l 21, 1860 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t 
om 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received ^ ^ ^ H 

date entered ^ ^ ^ H 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ y^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 

State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

51. Read, Cheney, House ' "**'"^ *»^0»v^ Keeper /JyiLg^ II./AwlUlUt H43 • ̂ P-

Attest 

52. Reardon, Edmund, House ' " ^ ^^zi^r^ (AitLL/ty^ / - / . / ^ / U K / L ^ ^• / ?-

Attest 

53 . River Street Firehouse *»^?"e^ Keeper [J/AMAi^ti. A^'t.aun ^J? ?^ 

Attest 

54. Sands, Ivory, House j ^ t o l ^ I v f f !f©TrT*« ^ Keeper // j j j j x A (IAxfU./l^ys^ ^41^p. 

Attest 

5/. Senior House DOE/OWNER OB J ECTIQN ̂ Keeper y y. • y 
Attest 

56. South Row S^-tTfirTv^ Keeper y \^ d 

Attest 

5?. Urban Rowhouse (40-48 Pearl St . ) >^-'Keeper f y , / J i ^ ^ . / i ^ . / ^ U t ^ .̂r?.̂ <^ 

Attest 

58. Urban Rowhouse (30-38 Pearl St.X_^._ Keeper fy! y ̂  AyL^ ^AAxuAyU. ^.tl .'i IK 

59. V b a n Rowhouse (26-32 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K e e p e r f ^ ^ ^ / ^ f ^ ^ J ^ - / . . ^ 

Attest 

Attest 

60. "^Valentine Soap Workers Cottages . ^ V Keeper ^ ^ Z Z Z T Z I T ^ ^ A ^ 
(5-7 Cottage S t . ) • • -"'̂  V * ' . ^ - ^ "^r^Ti * 

Attest 



MTIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S SVALUATION / RETURN SHEt 

JnMetf StatM 
4atlenal P«* tontoe 

Bubstajative Revfet" 

Urban Rowhouse (Cam^sridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: t: sampla raquest i _ appaai _ 

Wofking I i 4 . 11-14-80-2862. 

Fad. Rag. DaU: '^'yf z 
Data Dua: -7///0 ^ 
Action: _ i ; ;^ACCEPT'^^^^*^ 

RETURN 
. . REJECT 

Fadaral Agancy: 

NR decision 

Raviawar's commants: 

, yyyu4-J,.iA iA[yv^ yc.^ ei)Vr^: 
Racom. /Criteria C 

Oiacipilna 
Data 

aaa continuation shaet 

•Nomination raturnad for: . tacttnical corractions cited below 
.substantive raasons discussad balow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Ciassification '^•'^^^'^^p^^mA^^AJ^^yyA^^^ 

4. Owner of Property 

y:-:^-yyA 

5. Location of Legal Pescription 

6. Representat ion in Existing Surveys 

7. Pescript ion 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c o 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
Clari ty 
•applicable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to signif icance 
ius t i f l ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9 , Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O o o y r a p h i c a l P a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

aaml»l*fi*rtiia0rm>mmmmalm: 

maia — taca' JM^^yAy 

13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 ^ 

Comments for any i tem may be con t i nued on sn s t tached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


