


7. Original owner (if known) Frederick Clapp
Original use residential

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residential, one commercial establishment

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Lilce the rowhouses on Pearl Street, these Riyer
Street houses areclearly urban i nnatnre. They are
faced with pressed brick andtrimmed i nbrownstone.

Its design i sconmparaB*l e t orowhouses of the sane date

in theSonth End of Bos-ton. The ingenious manner in which
the facades arestaggered tofittheirregular lot i s
unusual . 26-3 2 River Street ill-ustrates a changei n

the spirit andtechnique seen inmasonry buildingsof

the period. Despite the op-ulent jnasonry detailing,

Scae featxires were -nade of wood as an econony measure,

but painted brown and dusted with sand t ogivet he
appearance of brownstone. Each of these rowhouses

forms a Taonxmental streetscape andsignifies the growing
Torhanization of the once rural village of Camhridgeport.

Present owners,; 26 River Street'; Trustees of the Freedom
Bi centennial Trust, Richarc"
L. Medverd , Boston, "M\
28 River Street: Joseph Aiello , CaTPiridge , | A
30 River Street Richard L. Medverd PBoston
32 Ri "r Street: Louisa A and Frederick
H Ryer, Sr.

10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early naps, etc.)
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6. Signifficance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
fhe resource

context

relationship of integrity
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justification of excepti&n
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Hw Il uluiin  algrumniM al thl« prapart, mman *» ama ia:

1 MM. mat
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other "

Questions concerning  this nomination may be directed to AM. (*UX?

Signed /"4iiNAyv n«tA 47-/7 Phone: 202 272-3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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In Area no. Form no.
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1. Town pATHhrid"e

Address 9R-719 T?TVvP-P Rt-pppt
Name TTrhan Rowhouses

Present use -PPRT dent-i al /coT Tunercial

Present owner (Please see other side)
Description:
Date 1860
Source deed records
Style Mansard
Architect anonymous
Exterior wall fabric brick
Outbuildings (describe) nnne

Other features pressed b-mW , triTmned
in brownstone; opulent inasonry

detail. - —. —
Altered jvjp Date -
Moved Date
. Lot size:

One acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontageall bldgs .
110 feet
Approximate distance of building from street

12 feet

. Recorded by n”-rA*T”y,A-Rnn-h-Ing

OrganizationQ”.pj_~gQ Historical Comm.
Date 1965
UPA-CRSTA S0UTH-



7. Original owner (if known) Frederick Clapp
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residential, one commercial establishment

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Lik.e th.e rowh,0iises on Pearl Street” these Riye?
Street houses areclearly xirBan i n natnre. Theyare
faced with pressed Brick andtrimmed i nbrownstone.

rts deshign is conpa-raSie t orowhoxises of the sane date

in theSouth End of Boston. The ingenious manner i n which
the facades ar estaggered tofittheirregular ot i s
unusual . 26-32 Kiver Street illustrates a changei n

the spirit andtechniq;ue seen inmasonry buildingsof

th.e period. Despite tSeopulent joasonry detailing,

Sone features- were Tuade of wood as an econony measure,

t'lit painted Brown and dusted with, sand t ogivet he
appearance of Brownstone, Each, of these Cowhouses

forms" a monumental streetscape andsignifies t he growing
urBanization of the once rural village of CamBridgeport.

Present owners-; 26 liiver Street'; Trustees of the Freedom
Bicentennial Trust, Richarc.
L. Medverd, Bosto-Ta, HA
28 River Street: Joseph Aiello ,CaoiiBridge, | A
30 River Street Richard L. Medverd” Boston
32 River Street: Louisa A and Frederick
H Ryer, Sr.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)



I NVENTQRY FQORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cannunity: Form No

; : CPT
MASSAO LEETTS H STAR CAL AawWfl SS AN Cainbridge Il C.8
Office of t#e Secretary, Boston

Property Name Urban Rowv Houses
26-32 River Street

I ndicate each item oninventory formwhich i sbeing continued bel ow

The urban rowhouses at 26-32 River Street were erected i n 1860
by Frederick Clapp, a woodenware dealer i nBoston, and ar ethe npst
el aborate early exanples of this type remaining i n Canbridge. These
houses were "tobe built I nthe nost substantial manner . . . and adapted
to the wants of those who abound i nthis world's goods".* After horse
car service t oBoston was begun i n1853, Canbridgeport and M d Canbri dge
were seen-as desirable suburban communities by Boston merchants. Canbridge
accordingly has many one-of-a-kind structures which were built by Boston
interests andwere simlar t othose being built i nlarge nunbersi n
Roxbury, South Boston, and Charlestown. These rowhouses aret hesole
Canbridge representatives of this type of early bell-cast Mansard houses
which were built i naquantity el sewherei nthe Boston area.

Three of t hefour houses areinoriginal condition; nunber 26,
Clapp's own house, has been altered by the insertion of store w ndows.
These alterations arerecoverable and do not detract from the overall
integrity andsignificance of thestructures, rpgy j"get criterion C
enbodying distinctive characteristics of urban, residenital, second'
Enpire style construction: slate mansard roof punctuated by oedinented
dornmers, archxtectonic brownstone trim and symmetrical desian

"Canbridge Chronicle, April 21, 1860

Staple tolnventory form at bottOrn
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60. "~"Valentine Sogp Workers Cottages .
(5-7 Cottage St.)

"V Keeper

IO\ ETA
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Attest
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8. Significanco

summary paragraph
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