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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. John's Episcopal church is presently located in Oaks Pioneer Park
in southeast Portland, It is a simple rectangle in plan measuring about
18 x 42 feet, with a heayy post and beam frame which is mortise and tenoned
together. There are three lancet windows on each side of the nave, one
flanking either side of the slightly extended vestibule tower and a single
broad arxched window over the altar, The medium pitched gable roof has
simple boxed eaves and a small plain frieze. There is an arched louv¥ed
opening and a small round window in the tower base above the square~headed
vestibule door. The double leaf doors contain four panels each. A small
four-sided spire atop a square belfry with an arched louvred.opening on
each side rises above the tower. The lanced windows of the nave contain
double~hung sashes: the upper sashes contain clear glass set in tracery
mullions, the lower sashes four 1light symmetrically arranged. Panels of
the stained glass window at the chancel end are set in tracery mullions.
The horizontal exterior drop siding has vertical corner board trim. The
tongue and groove interior wall finish is laid diagonally in a large chev-

ron pattern, _
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(Continuation Sheet)

STATE
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COUNTY
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FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

DEC 2 ¢ 1973

(Number all entries)

ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH (CONTINUED)

2. Location

St. John's Episcopal church is located on tax lot "11" of Blocks A & B
of the Sellwood Addition to Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. John's thurch is the first Episcopal church in the Oregon country,
the oldest intact church building in Oregon, and for a while served as
the cathedral seat of the Epfscopal Diocese of Oregon., When given by
Lot Whitcomb, a pioneer operator of steamboats on the Willamette River,
in 1851, it was a partially completed douhle house outside the town of
Milwaukie, which Whitcomb had founded in the 1840s as a cooperative colony
but which had largely dissolved with the general exodus of the colonists
to the California gold fields in 1849, Appropriate alterations were made
and the building was completed as a church,

In 1862 it was decided to move the building to a more central locatiod
within the town of Milwaukie, and according to some sources, alterations
were made to the chancel end in 1869, The most significant alterations
however were made in 1888, at which time the building was given its present
Gothic Revival character. The original square-~headed windows were given
pointed-arch heads, new siding was put on, and alterations were made tc
the tower and belfry, fncluding the addition of a spire and a small ex~-
tended vestibule. The diagonal interfor panelling probably dates from
this time, as well as a small vestry which once stood to the right of
the nave at the chancel end, The Belfry still houses the ship's bell
given by Whitcomb.

The building was moved again in 1928 temporarily while a new founédatidn
and basement were constructed. After the construction of a new church
building in 1948, the venerable old structure served for a while as a
chapel, but in 1969 the decisfon was made to raze it. Through private ef-
forts funds were raised to load it aboard a barge and float it a short
way down the Willamette River to its present site, where, minus the vestry
and extended vestibule, it now serves as a museum and is occasions
used for weddings,
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Thomas Vaughan and George McMath, A Centnry\of "Portland Archltecture.
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Ben Maxwell,

Oregon Historical Society, 1967), pp. 13, 181,
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July 21, 1964), p. 5.

"113-Year-0ld Church Turns into Museum,"“ Oregon Journal.

(Portland:
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NAME AND TITLE:

D, W, Powers III, Temporary Assistant

ORGANIZATION

Parks and Recreation Section

DATE

August 5, 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

State Highway Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Salem

STATE CODE

41

Oregon 97310

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
igpificance of this nomination is:

Jl State [x]

level of

State Parks Superintendent

Title

Date _@QQAQ 2. 1974

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

1555/ S/
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