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1. Name of Property
historic name Henry Piper House

other names/site number Parcel No. 001-082-07

2. Location

street & number 58 North B Street not for publication
city or town Virginia City vicinity
state Nevada code NV county Storey code 029 zipcode 89440

3. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this / nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national statewide y/iocai
N N\
M 3-22-2011
Date
state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
4. National Pairk Service Certification
| hereby (nify thatthis property is:
entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register

other (exoiain:)

Date of Action
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Henry Piper House
Name of Property

5. Ciassification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use

IHistoric Functions
(Enter categories firom instructions.)

Domestic, Single Dwelling

7. Description

Architecturai Ciassification
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

[talianate

Category of Property

Storey, NV
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

WoAYN| buildings

n/a sites

n/a structures

n/a objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the Nationai Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Bed and Breakfast Inn

Materiais
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: modem concrete

walls: wood

roof:  composition

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The historic Henry Piper home is located at 58 North B Street in Virginia City, Nevada. The large "row" house has
undergone a recent restoration in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior guidelines on historic restoration. Finished
in 1875, the wood frame home is on the west side of B Street between Sutton and Union streets, facing east. It sits
immediately on the street with no front yard or other set back. A large five-sided bay window dominates the front fa*de.
The Henry Piper House is a rare example of a mid-range dwelling of Virginia City, a community that has lost many of
these types of structures due to over a century of attrition (Photo 2). Asthe home of an affluent business owner and local
politician, it contributes to the broad pattems of history in terms of our understanding of Virginia City and the American
West during the mining boom era.

Narrative Description

See Continuation Sheet.
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DESCRIPTION

Completed in 1875 immediately after the "Qreet Fire", the Hemy Piper Housea 58 North B Streetin Virginia
City, Nevadais Stuated on the west Sdeof B Street between Union and Sutton dredts, facing esst. The large
row-style house has recently been rehabihtated in accordance with the Secretary ofthe Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties. The Henry Piper House (Photos 10, 11 and 12) isan excellent example of mid-
range domedtic architecture of Virginia City, acommunity where many row style homes have been lost due to
over acentury of attrition. Originally, asimilar house good immediately to the south of the Henry Piper House
(See Photo 1). TheHenry Piper Houseisamodestly decorated Itdianate Victorian house. As the residence of an
afQuent immigrant businessman and palitician, the Henry Piper House contributes to the broad pattemsof history
in termsof understanding Virginia City and the American West during the mining boom era

During the restoration in 2005, the home was moved four feet to the north, parallel to B Streetin order to improve
access to the south sde. The home was placed on anew, continuous cement foundation. Despitethismove, the
homeretains itslocation and setting on B Street. Thehomeis Sited adjacent to the street with nofrontyard or st
back. Original foimdation details around the bay window, missing but evident in historic photographs (see Photo
1) have been recrested with native sone and hand-tumed spindiework. Theback yard 4 opes and has been
terraced for accessibility. An 80 year-old cottonwood tree ands on the north side ofthe property.

The Henry Piper Houseisa simplerectangle, about three times degper than wide, aligned eest to west onthe
property. Theone and one-half sory structureisof woodframeconstruction with rough cut 4 x 6-inch studs
covered by 1 x 8-inch diagonals, waterproofing tar paper and isfinishedin horizontal shiplgpsiding. The
dructure encloses approximatdy 2,340-square-feet of living gpace. Theexterior isnewly painted in aperiod-
appropriate color scheme. The house has a stegply-pitchedfront-gabl edroof with amodem composition roof in
edate grey.

The asymmetrica frontfalade, facing eed, features a covaed entrance door recessed in avestibuleon A e far left
(south side), alargefive-sidedbay window on the right (toward the north), and asmdler, central window in the
gableunder the eaves Corbels, drops, spindles and other decorative dements adom the front fagade. Wide eaves
and cornice brackets highlight the roofline. Unlike the highly decorated eedt fagade, the remaining exterior lacks
purely decorative adornment.  Simple drip molds crown the 2-over-2 double-hung windows on the north and west
facades. The south facade lacks fenestration dueto its original proximity to the once extant south house,

The dominant feature of the home isthe single-story,five-sidedbay window with 1-over-l 9-foot tall arched
windows. Thebay window istopped by apointed half-dome of overlapping teme-sted pMes. Thebay window
sadhes andframesare intact and gppear to be original, asisthe smaler upper floor window onthe front. All other
windowswere replaced during the recent restoration with hand-made, 2-over-2 wood-frames replicating the
origina design, thus restoring the original gppearance. Noneof the window glass gppearsto be original. Inthe
interior, transom windows are present over all but one of thefirst floor doors, with two of than featuring what
appearsto be the origina etched glass.

The entranceto the home is accessed by adliort flight of Stairsleading to avestibule. Sidelights and an arched
transom smroimd the singlefrontdoor which aso includesalarge glass pmie. The door opensonto along
hallway with anarrow stairway on the south side, half way down, leading upstairs. Thenarrow dairs are origina,
ending in anewd pog a the bottom, and curving 90 degrees up to the second floor.
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Beyond the front door, the first doorway to the north leads to the parlor, with itsbay window. From the parlor,
10-foot tall pocket doors lead to the second parlor, now used aslibrary, with its single 6-foot tall window. Both
of these rooms featured silver-plated hardware for selected window latches and door hardware. From the library,
apassageway originaly led to the dining room. This passsgeway created a secondary path from the parlorsto the
dining room. Adjacent to thispassageway, isasmdl and narrow room, likely the butler's pantry, which was
converted to abathroom decades padt. This areahas been retained as bathroom / laundry room and contains one
6-foot tall window.

Thenext room to the west isalarge, wainscoted room, spanning the width of the house, likely used asthe original
dining room. Thisroom contains two 6-foot tall windowsto the north. A 4 x 4-foot opening in the ceiling argues
for an origina eevator, which could have alowed occupants to avoid the narrow and seep stairway. No
remnants of amechanica devator were present during the retoration and the opening was subssquentiy closed.
A wall was established mnning eest to west as a continuation of the main north hallway wall.

Situated in the northwest comer of the houseisthe kitchen, which contains two 6-foot tall windows, facing north
and west, respectively. A door to the north exitsthe kitchen. A haf-round table is atached to the north wall
between the window and the door. The patent date on the table hardware indicates manufacture after 1890. The
houselikely was remodeed in the 1890s as wainscoting in the original dining room was placed over wallpaper,
which gppeered to be original. Wainscoting was found in the dining room, kitchen and hallway behind the dairs.

To the southwest isa smal bedroom or sorageroom containing one 6-foot tall window to the west. This
bedroom completes the floor plan ofthefirstfloor.

The entirefirst floor features 12-foot ceilings. Originally, the first floor was plimibed for gas lighting in the
ceiling and for agas dovein the library. A large plaster medalion onthe ceiling of the parlor hes been re-painted
andre-ingdledin itsoriginal location. Period and reproduction chanddiers and lightfixtureshave been chosen
asno origina lightfixtureswere present. With the exception of the origina dining room floor, which has 3 V2
inch wide boards, al downgairsfl oorshave 5-inch widetongue-and-grove floors.

On the second floor, the gabled eest and west ends ofthe house contaia similar 6-foot tall windows, dightly offset
from the centerline. Only the eest window had been equipped with counter weights. The eesterly room retains
the original walls, which create an 11-foot wide roomwith a9-foot tall ceiling. Other walls were previoudy
removed, rendering it nearly impossible to determine the original configuration of the rooms. Currently, the
second floor contains three bedrooms, each with aprivate bath. At the top ofthe stairway, a short hallway
running eedt to west on the south side provides accessto the bedrooms and completes the floor plan ofthe second
floor.

Integrity

The Henry Piper Houseretains its original gppearance and design, both intemally and externaly. Although the
home was moved four feet to the north, it maintains its location and setting within the residential context of B
Street. Materiasand processesused in the rehabilitation compliment the original materials. Thewoodwork hes
beai completed by hand to reflect the origina workmanship. The origina floors have been repaired and
refinished and the original faux wood trestment evidenced on doors and trim pieces has been restored. Details
and decorations convey the feeling of the original interior. Parlor walls feature an exact reproduction ofthe
origina wall paper, and period-appropriate wallpapers hang throughout the remainder of the home. Historic and
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reporadudion lightfixtur eshave bean ingdled in the aosance of the arignd lighting. The recant rehabilitation of
the Hery Fpa Hause highlights the praparty's assodation to the famed mining boom in Virgnia City.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x"in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)
for National Register listing.)

Commerce
Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

A B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period Of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
1875-1894
D Property has yielded, oris likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1875

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) o
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

. - Henry Piper
A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious y Fip

purposes.

. . . Cultural Affiliation
B removed from its original location.

N/A
C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

. . Architect/Builder
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

N/A
F acommemorative property.

G lessthan 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance corresponds to Henry Piper's association with the property.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The subject property is significant for its association with immigrant businessman and politician Henry Piper. Henry lived
in Virginia City from about 1860 until 1894 and partnered with his brother John on the management of Piper's Opera
House. Henry ran the Piper's Corner Saloon on B and Union streets, at times as partner and owner, and became involved
with local politics. His political career included City Alderman, City Treasurer and State Assemblyman. He maintained
many fratemal organization memberships and served on the Republican Central Committee.

Henry Piper stole amalgam from the Carson City Mint while employed there, causing him to be fired. He became part of a
subsequent trial that gained statewide notoriety in the 1890s. The subject house is of local significance for its association
with Henry Piper. In addition, it has significance for Henry Piper's association with Piper's Opera House and the

businesses the Piper family developed. The Henry Piper House is the last surviving, intact residence of this important
family.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

See Continuation Sheet.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The subject propearty isdgnificant imder Criterion B because of its assoddion with Henry Fiper. Movingto
VirginiaCity in 1860 with his older brother John Fiper, best known for his ownership of Fiper's Opera Housg,
Heary played important roles in bugness and locd palitics. The Piper brathersfi rstesabohnshed along-ruiming
sdoon on the comer of B and Union Stregts whare Henry worked as busness ovmer and partner to his brothers
from the early 1880s until the early 1880s In 1867, John ptirchessd Maguires Opera House onD Strest which
lasted &t thet location until the Great Fire of 1875. Henry partnered in the running of the Opera Housewhich
brought in nationdly known cderities and top-qudity entertainment to the mining town. Fiper's Opera House
became the mod famous Victorian erathester in Nevada The Piper brathers established a thegter circuit
induding Carson City and Reno in which the same show could play to audiences in al three locations

During the boom years, the Piper family enjoyedfinancial successfromthe sdloon and Opera House busnesses
aswell as other invesments With economic success, Henry pursued acarer in locdl palitics becoming City
treesurer by dection, and sarving two terms. Hefinishedatem of office for aCity Board of Alderman pogtion
and in 1870 wes dected to the Nevada Sate Assembly. Henry maintained many fratemd organization
meambardhips induding the Masons and Nationd Guard, and he partiapated in various volunterfirefighting
groups and Gamen culturd events A srong Republican, Hemy sarved on the Republican Centrd Committee
where he ataned intemd postions of power. In 1874 Henry purchassd asmdl house on the suigect lot inwhich
he hed planned to live with his progpective bride, Fredericka Martins. When the Oeat Fire of 1875 destroyed
their home, the subject house replaced the lost amdler sructure. Condracted & the height ofthe mining boom,
the large home reflects the &Quert lifestyle thet Heluy Piper hed atained.

The Comgiock Lode borrascayears took thar toll on Henry'sfinancesas he sought employment at the Carson
City Mintin the 1880s Hery g0e amdgamfromthe Mint while employed there, causng him to befired. He
was part of asubsequant tria which wes one ofthe most publicized and wel-known in the American West during
the 1890s The Henry Fiper family left VirginiaCity in 1894 to resde in Califomiafor the remander of thar
lives.

The subjet house isof loca ggnificance imder Criterion B for its assodation with busnessman and politician
Hery Fiper.

Criterion B

John Hemy Piper, "Hemy Fiper” (Photos 7 ad 8), was bom Johann Hinrich Peper in Hscherhude, Otterdoerg,
Gamay on Augud 4, 1840. He wasthe @ghth child of Joachim and (jesche (Schiohen) Peper (Evangdische
Kirche, Hscherhude, Kirchenbuch, 171518520 1840). Henry, dong with two of hisdlder bratiiers, John (bom
Johann, May 20, 1830) and Josgph (bom Joachim, Decamber 27, 1835), immigrated to Sen Frandsco someime
duringtiiemid-1850s  The 1910 canaus recorded Henry asimmigrating in 1859, dthough his brothers gopear as
early as 1856 in Sen Francisoo budness directories (U.S. Fedard Census, 1910; Colville: 173, 176; sse d0 Bedoe
and Clegg: 147). Henry Piper's son, Charles Fiper, was quoted as saying the Fiper brothers "were dueto be
cdled up for the Gaman amy and they wanted nothing of soldiering, o they dipped aboard an Americabound
ship" (Johnson, Barkdey Dally Gazdte Feoruary 2, 1942, 6.7).
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Early San Francisco business directories place aJ. Piper and aJoseph Peper in San Francisco as early as 1856,
while both John and Joseph gppear as grocer and fruit seller, respectively, as early as 1859 (Colville, 1856: 173,
176; Langley, 1859: 224; s¢ d<0 Langley, 1858: 226). More than ten yearsyounger than brother John, Henry
clerked in hisolder brother's grocery storein 1860 San Francisco (U.S. Federal Census, 1860; Langley, 1860:
254). CharlesPiper recalled that the "Piper's Market" was located a& New Montgomery and Stevenson gregtsin
San Francisco (Johnson, Berkeley Daily Gazette: Febraary 2, 1942, 6:7; sse dso Becbe and Clegg). Early
directories place Joseph Piper'sfruit soreat either 130 or 132 Montgomery Sireet (Colville: 173; Langley, 1858:
226; Langley, 1859: 224; Langley, 1860: 254).

The 1860 San Francisco city directory listed John as selling hquors, as well as grocery products (Langley, 1860:
254). Sothe Piper Brothers, with experience selling liquor, went into the saloon business after relocating to
booming VirginiaCity. Joseph Piper remained in San Francisco and continued the grocery/Uquor business until
about 1870, then he, too, moved to Virgima City (Langley, Pacific Coast Directory. 1867: 405,415; Langley,
1869: 502; U.S. Federd Census, 1870; Langley, 1867, 410).

Henry Piper's Business Career

Henry, amere 20 yearsold, moved with John to Virginia City in 1860-1 (Angel, ed.: 675 Uds 1860 while early
newgpeper ads dateto 1861. Theearliet Storey County deed that could be attributed to John datesto September
1860, Storey County Deeds, Book V, pg 577). The Piper brotherswere not among the first wave of pioneers to
Virginia City, asthe 1860 Federa Censustaker found them in San Francisco. The census recording John, his
wifelLouisa, their three-month old baby, and Henry was taken on June 7 of that year. John's persona wedth was
vaued a $2,000, 0 he had attained some degree of success inthe grocery/fiuit sand/liquor business (U.S.
Federal Census, 1860).

Upon settiing in Virginia City, John established asdoon a the southwest comer of B and Union dreets Thisis
one of the longest continuoudy operating saloons of the nineteenth century inVirginia City. Advertissmentsin
the Territorial Enterprise newspgper for the "Old Comer Saloon™ dete to as early as 1861, with John Piper listed
as proprietor. (Territorial Enterpriser July 20, 1861, 3:3; November 17, 1861, 1:1).

In 1862, John and wife Louisa deeded the land on which the Old Comer Saloon stood to the Trastees of Virginia
City. However, they reserved al right to remove al buildings and improvements sanding upon the lot. As the
property was bounded on the north by other Iots owned by John and hiswife, it ssams probable that the sdoon
was physically moved north to its subsequent location on the northwest comer of B and Union. Perhgps this
allowed for the continuation of Union Sireet to the west. The earliest business directory liststhe Old Comer
Saloon a the southwest comer of B and Union (Storey County Deeds, Book D: 255-6, as seen @ UNR Specia
Callections; microfilmed Storey Co. desedsin the State Archives do not show this deed a thislocation. Perhaps
the deed was never filed, dthough it bearsabook and page number. During John Piper's bankraptcy
proceedings, property descriptions give him ownership of 6 feet ofland on the southwest comer of B and Union,
which supports the interpretation thet the original saloon was moved to the north allowing for the continuation of
Union Street, and subsequentiy giving John a.small unussble piece of property remaining on the south sde of
Union Street.; Kelly, 1862: 156; Assessor's Book of Maps, Piatt map. Storey County Recorder's Office).

By the early 1860s Johnwas listed as living over hissdloon a 1 North B Street on the northwest comer of the
intersection. The saloon wes called the Old Comer Saloon inan 1863 business directory, but by 1864-5, one
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busness directory showed John Fiper to have the "Piper Sdoon” & B and Union and Jno. Piper to be asdoon
proprietor (Kelly, 1863: 268; Callins, 1864-5: 183; s ds0 Langley, 1867, Pecific Coagt Directory: 315). Smilar
to Henry sarving asaderk in dlder brother John's San Frandisco grocary business Henry may well have been a
bartender or assdant "bar back” in the new Virginia City sdoon budness The sdloon is specifically mentioned
in an aticdein the EurekaDally Santind in May of 1877. The author portrayed the sdloon asthe locd haunt of
Samud Clemens and ather "Bohemians' during his sojourn with the Territorid Enterprise (Eureka Daily Sentind
May 8, 1877).

Collins 1864-65 Virginia City Busness Directory dhows two sdoons & the location of Maguire's Opera House
onD dredt, which John Fiper acquired in early 1867 (Collins, 1864-5: 234; Van Tilburg Clark, ed. Doten
Journds. Vol. 2: 918). John fmalized the purchase of Maguirés Opera House by March of 1867. Max Wdter, a
Gaman immigrant and former mdodeon oparaor, leased the Opera House for afew months (Miller: 243-244).
The Territorid Enterprise newspgpar noted in Sgotember of 1867 thet John, the proprietor ofthe renamed Piper's
OperaHouse, had asaumed charge and that it would theresfter be run by John and his brother, Henry Piper
(Teritorid Enterpriss Sgatamber 20, 1867, 3:3; se d<o Miller, PhD. Dissartation: 278-9, 287; Samenza 22,
Johnson, Bakdey Dally Gazette Feraary 2, 1942, 6.7, Territorid Enterprise Decamber 5, 1867,2.8). The
pepea reported thet " The Apers have the capitd to carry through whatever they undartake, and will have no
difficulty in securing the very best artigs now on the coasf (Territorid Enterprise Sgotember 20, 1867, 3.3).

Newspg)er atides documat this partnership, and deads ofthe early 1870s ow that the Opera House property
on D Stredt pessad back and forth betwean John and Henry (Territorid Enterpriss Decamber 5, 1867,2:8;
Decambe 6, 1867, 3:1; Decamber 12, 1867, 3:1; May 16,1868, 3:3; Nevada Sate Joumd: July 12, 1873, 3.2,
Sorey County Desds, Book 30: 81,147, 459; Book 33452-3). John desdedtiieD Srest Opera Houseto Henry

in March of 1870 and Hary desded it back to John in May of 1870 (Book 30, 81, 147). Johntiiendesded tiie
OperaHouse to Henry in January of 1871 for 2,500 dollars (Book 30, 459). Hery kepttitl eto the OperaHouse
until Sgptember of 1873 when he sold it bedk to John for 5000 dallars (Book 33,452-3). Thus, Henry hdld titie
to the Opera House for more then two years of itsaght year run & thet location. During the time thet Henry wes
thetitiedowner, he purchased land on the south Sde of the Opera House, adding to the holdings & thet location,
while sdlling property on the north Sde ofthe Opera House to amen later identified as a boarding house operator.
The dracture 0ld on the north was probably the lodging house for actors mentioned by David Basco (Book 33,
152-3; Book 32, 387, Bdasco, David "My Life's Story”, June 1914, Heerst Magazine. 767-779). These dhanges
in the ownership ofthe Opera House are probably reflective of the partnership betwean John and Henry, rather
then acomplete change in manegamat ofthe busness

Advatisamants for the OperaHouse in 1867 and 1868 noted the proprietors were both John and Henry FPiper
(Territorid Enterprise May 12, 1868, 2:6, June 11, 186825, January 10, 1863, 3.8, January 11, 37, January 14,
3.7; Jnuary 15, 1868, 3:7; Gold Hill Daily News October 9, 1867, 2:5, October 10, 1867, 3:1; October 22, 1867,
3:1; October 30, 1867, 3:1; November 9, 1867, 3. 1, 2; Novembea 16,1867, 3;1; Novembea 22, 1867, 35).
Interegtingly, an April 1871 newgogpar advatisement for the Opera House lists John Piper as "sole proprietor”, a
atime when the desded interest of the theatre bdonged to Henry (Virginia Evening Bulletin April 18, 1871, 3:2).
The same newsper lists Henry running for city treesurer. This may reflect the fact thet Henry and Josgph took
over the sdoon on B and Unionin 1871, and then may have had some type of agreamat with John asto his
complete running of the Opera House, while the sdloon wasranby the cdtiier two brothers

There is some evidance to uggest Hary worked in various capedities in the Opera House busness A November
1867 dispute betwean two Opera House paformers resulted in a burlesgue ofthe evat being performed & the
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thestre. One actor took the part of Henry Piper. As the event happened inthe saloon of the OperaHouse, Henry
may have been presiding over the bar a thetimeof the dispute (Gold Hill Daily News. November 9, 1867, 3:1,
2). The Gold Hill Daily News reported that John and Henry Piper "have their mammoth yellow pogers'up’ for
their melodeon. They have secured arow of taent such as can't be overcome on this coasf (Gold Hill Daily
News. October 7, 1867). In 1868, John and Henry looked & the possibility of opening asaloon and thesatre in
Reno, where they owned property. The Enterprise reported: "John and Henry Piper, proprietors ofthe Opera
House, in thiscity, yesterday went over to Reno, where they own property, to take alook & things generally with
aview to creating alarge building for a sdoon, with alarge hall atached, suitable for atheetre’ (Territoriad
Enterprise: May 16, 1868, 3.3).

Similarly, the Nevada State Joumal of 1873 indicated that Henry announced that aminstrel show would play
RenoinJuly of that year (Nevada State Joumal. July 12, 1873, 3:2). This isthe sametimeframethat busness
directories clearly show "Henry Piper and Company™ or the "Piper Brothers' to be the B and Union Street saloon
proprietors (Langley, 1871: 372; Storey Co. Dir., 1871:187; McKenney, 1872:547; Uhlhom: 122-3; Betiiel: 122;
See dso newspaper advertissments for the saloon thet list both brothersa " Piper's Comer”, Gold Hill Daily
News: April 19, 1873; Territorial Enterprise: April 23, 1872, 2:5; The Daily Indgpendent Dec. 16,1:5; 18, 1.5;
23,1:5; 1874, Jan. 5, 1875,1:5). A possible explanation would be thet therewas apartnership between Henry and
Joseph in the sdloon operation, as well as a partnership between Henry and John in the Opera House business.
Cenaus records from the 1870s and 1880 show Henry to be a sdloonkeeper (owner) (U.S. Federa Census, 1870;
1880; Nevada State Census, 1875, pg 111).

Alf Doten reported that as early as 1869 Piper brought theetrical productions to Carson City (Van Tilburg Clark;
Vol. 2; 1067). In 1875, local newspapers reported that John Piper brought productions to both Carson City and
Reno. John opened the Carson theatre on January 4, 1875 with Miss Gayton as gar (The Daily Independent
Jenuary 5, 1875, 3:1). In Reno, he leased Dyer'sHal beginning in 1875 by playing the Piper's OperaHouse
Company of gock players, and later leased the Reno Opera House, the Nevada Theater, and McKissick's Opera
House a different times for various productions (Daily Nevada State Joumal. October 1,1875 2:4; October 6
1875, 2:3; October 7,1875, 2:4; October 8, 1875,2:4; Nov. 12, 1875, 2:3; November 13 1875, 2:3; Febraary 6,
1878,2:5; Reno Evening Gazette. April 9, 1887, 2:4; July 11, 1888, 2:3; July 30, 1889, 2:5; Septernber 19, 1890,
1:5; Weekly Nevada State Joumal. October 1, 1887, 3:4). Thisexpanded the one OperaHousein Virginia City
(Photo 9) to acircuit whereby the same performance could play inthreecitieson a"tour” of northem Nevada. It
is easy to podulate that John received assstancefromHenry in the running of these enterprises, and further
research may iUuminate the depth and nature of that relationship.

The sdloon on B and Union was under the partnership of John and Henry & least by 1868 (Gillis: 43; Territorial
Enterprise Feb. 9, 1868: 2:7). It probably becamethe busness of Hemy and Joseph with Joseph's move to
VirginiaCity in 1870. By a least 1871, the sdloon was in the hands of Henry and brother Joseph and was
referred to as the "Henry Piper and Brother" saloon (See Photo 3, GiUis: 43, 58; Storey County 1871 Directory:
187). In 1872, Joseph and Henry were listed in an advertisement for the Piper's Comer Saloon on B and Uiuon
and the Piper's Branch Saloon, on C Street a the location ofthe current Delta Saloon (Territorial Enterprise;
April 23, 1872, 2:5). By August of thet year, the Delta Saloon, under E. H. Manuel, had purchased the Piper's
Branch saloon (Territorial Enterprise; August 10, 1872.1:7; Gold HiU Daily News. January 4, 1873, 1.7).
Advertisements continued into 1873, 1874 and 1875, with Henry and Joseph & "Piper's Comer” @ B and Union
dreets(Gold Hill Daily News. Januarv 4. 1873, 17; January 6, 7, 8, 1873, |:7;March 19, 1873, |:7;April 19,
1873, 17: TheDaily Independent Dec. 16, 15, 18, 1.5, 23,1:5; 1874, Jan. 5, 1875,1:5). Testimony froman 1878
lawsuit indicated Henry Piper to be the occupant ofthe saloon a the Opera House and theat the saloon was rented
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for $250 per monthfromJohn Piper who hed partidly secured his condraction mortgeges with rentd recaipts of
thesdoon (L. Byington v. John Piper, e d. Sorey County Didrict Court, #3372).

The busy Piper brathers dso gopear to have had ather busness interests in booming VirginiaCity.
Advatisamentsfrom November 1870 and Felraary 1871 show a John Fipo” as the proprietor ofthe Hgaro Sdoon
on the comer of C and Union, and alater notice showed a John Fiper to be running the Virginia Draggtore
(Territorid Enterpriss November 23, 1870,24; Feruary 4, 1871,1:4; October 12, 1872, 1.5).

Additiond invesments induded what gopear to be mining interests. John established the Northem Lights Gold
and Silver Mining Compary in the Gold HiU Mining Didrict, with four other men on Feraary 12, 1864. He
desdaed fest in that compeny to Henry four days later (Storey County Certificate of Incorporation, Book C: 99;
Sorey County Deeds, Book W: 45).

A catificate of incorporaion Uds aHenry Piper with four ather men, in a partnership cdled the Blue Jacket
Mining Company, which was edeblUshed to carry on mining and miling ectivitiesin the Virginia Digtrict of

Sorey County, and wasfiled August 25, 1874. The amourt of capitd stock was $5,400,000 vrith $100 par vaue
for adhare of gock in the company.  According to the 1870 canaus, thefour other men, resdents of VirginiaCity,
were dl 9ngle, white mdes baetwean the ages of 28 and 30 who provided the professond occupations of lawyer,
brewer, restaurant owner, and butcher to the canaus enumaraar (Storey County Certificate of Incorporation, Book
A: 592-3: U.S. Fedad Cenaus 1870). Three years later the Blue Jacket wes lised on Storey County tax
as=gmant records as located on Cedar HiU (rising to the north of Virginia City) with a vaue of $100 and $100
vaue of improvemats The Blue Jacket paid $4 in taxes for 1877 and $2.40 in taxes for 1878 (Storey County
Tax Assessmat Records, 1877, pg 7; 1878, pg 6).

By the early 1870s it gopears thet the sdoon operation a B and Uiuon was under the proprigtorship of Hemy ad
Josph, while the Opera House (then on D Strest) was conddered moare the business of John.  John's occupation is
liged asthe thedtre busness in the 1870 cansus while Henry and Josgph are both listed as sdloon keegpars (Federd
Census, 1870). Directories of the 1870s dearly esdbUdhti i elocation of the sdoon &t the northwwest comer of B
and Union, aswel asthe use of Henry Piper's neme in assodaion with the busness The location wes & the
downdairs south comer of the current Opera House building, corresponding to the northwest comer ofthe
interssction of Union and B Sregts The location dso gopears to have been cdled Piper's Comer and Piper's
Building a different times. It housed numerous atomeys and other busness gparations during the mid-1860s
(McKenney, 1872 547,CoUins, 1864-5. 217-8).

That Hemy Piper served as proprietor ofthe saloon a B and Union is well dociunented inthe 1870s
Virginia City busnessdirectories, however, the sdloon changed names or was known by different
names. Henry first gopearsinthe 1868 directory listed with his brother, John, a the Comer Saloon
(Gillis: 43). The Pacific Coast Business Directory for 1871-73 lists Henry Piper sdoon and lodgings &
2 North B Street vyith John Piper proprietor of the Opera House on D Street (Langley, 1871: 372). The
1871-72 Sorey County Directory lists Henry Piper and Brother sdloon a the comer of B and Union
with lwth Henry and Joseph Piper listed for the sdloon business (Storey Countv Directory, 1871: 187).
McKenney's 1872 Directory lists Henry Piper and Company saloon at Piper's Comer, NorthB Street
(McKenney, 1872: 547). The 18734V & T Railroad Directory lists the Piper Brother's sdoon a the
Northwest Comer of B and Union with Henry and Josegph offering wines and liquor (Uhlhom: 122-3).
Bethel's 1875 Directory liststhe Henry Piper and Brother sdloon a the comer of B and Union with
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Henry residing a the sdloon location (Befliel: 122). An advertisement inthe 1875 directory shows
Henry and older brother Joseph in partnership a Piper's Comer, B and Union Streets (See Photo 4,
Bethd, n.p, ad atached). McKenney's 1877 directory shows"Piper and Bros." to havethe sdoon & B
and Union (McKenney, 1877: 137). Henry Piper's sdoon a the comer of B and Union was specifically
mentioned by name a the time of the building of the Opera House a B and Union. Henry's saloon was
retrofitted, overhauled and incorporated into the new Opera House a thatti mechanging both the interior
and exterior of the busness(Territorial Enterprise. January 25, 1878,3:3).

The Piper Brathers business wes taxed in 1876 and "Piper ad Co., Henry" westaxedin 1877 by the County
(Storey County Tax Asssssmant Records, 1876, pg 163; 1877, pg 156). 1n 1878, Hemy and Josgph were sued by
aloca wineand liquor importation comparny for unpad merchandise The auit Udts the defendants as Henry ad
Joseph Fper doing business under the neme of Hanry Fiper and Company, thus explaining thefrequencywith
which hisname isusad in locd directories (Storey County First Didrict Court, Taylor, Mrs. Thomes & d. v.
Hery Rper, & d.. Tregoass newspgpar. October 11, 1867,1:2, dhows alarge ad for Thomas Taylor as aliquor
importer Cdif. Hist. Soc). The sdoon partnership of Henry and Josgph which darted in 1870-1 gpparentiy lasted
until 1879 when Josgph took over the sdloon operdtion (Dally Stage Augudt 26, 1879, 1:1). Jossph later had
another sdoon a short digance north ofthe pog-fire 1878 Opera House on B Street (Territorid Enterprise

March 14, 1883, 3:2; Gdloway, 18).

TheVirginiaCity "(Jeet Fire' of 1875 devadated the Piper brothers budnesses buming the D Strest Opara
House and John Piper's dwdUng and 13 tenemat houses & a $65,000 loss, aswell asthe B and Union Street
sdoon of Henry and Joseph, vaued a $6,000. In contrad, the pgper listed John Rosenbrock's |oss on "sdloon
building and sock” as $12,000 (Tearitorid Enterprise October 30, 1875, 1.5, November 2,1875,1:5). The
offices condituting what was previoudy calJed Piper's Building (& 3,5 ad 7 N. B Strest) were Uded under
individua owners with varying amounts of loss after the Great Fire (Territorid Enterprises October 31, 1875,

1:4).

The Enterprise noted the regpidity with which the Fiper brothers sdloon was rebuiilt in part because of the aaiUty

to reuse the brick wadlls ofthe origind Piper building thet houssd the sdloon ("Teritorid Enterprise October 31,
1875, 15, Novembe 2, 1875, 1:5). On January 4, 1876,tiieGold HiU Daily News reportedtiiatthe Piper's
Comer doon a B ad Union drests was entirdly renovated and recondtracted and again reedy to sarve patrons
(Gold HiU Dally News January 4, 1876, 3:3; s d 0 advatisamants daing the Piper Brothers were "Back Home
Agan" onthe comer of B and Union; Januaty 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 14, 17 and March 4, 1876, 1:6). John Fiper's
"tenaments’ were back in busness by 1877; however, the Opera House would nat re-open until January 1878,
when it was re-built & the comer of B and Union dreets incorporaing the sdoon & thet location (Territorid
Enterprise January 25, 1878, 3:3; January 29, 1878, 2.7; Feruary 22, 33 and 28, 31 1877).

Higtorian Wiliam MiUer credits John Piper's Opera House sucoess to sevard factors including his ability to buy
out the competition, asswelJ as his progranming thet offered something for evaryone, ad the best performers ad
most popular playsin the country a the time. Piper added ges Udhts large hedting doves buUding improvemants
and westher boarding to the origind Maguires thegtre on D Stredt to meke it more comfortable for patrons
(MiUer: 242,243, 261, 283, 289). Varied shows incduded comedy, mdethemed shows garing shapdy women,
"ladies nighf, and, matinee shows auitable for women and families dso added to the theatrés success The
programming gppeded to popular fads such asinteredt in the "can-can” in the early 18705, cdébrities, and the use
of date-of-the-art st desgn and theatricd props (See MiUer, 1947).



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No0.1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department ofthe Interior Henry Piper House

National Park Service Name of Property
Storey County, Nevada

National Register of Historic Places County and State

Continuation Sheet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number 8 Page 7

SmUarly, the sdloon business & the comer of B and Union dreets may haveflourisheddue to severd factors.
One factor may betied to the employment of rdatives as bartenders. Assuming the Piper brothersran a cash-only
business, the use of relatives would seemingly reduce pilfering by bartenders (EurekaDaily Sentinel. May 8,
1877,1:1). A nephew of Henry's, J. H., worked as "barkegp” and aso lived with the family in 1880 (U.S. Federd
Cenaus, 1830). Thisisprobably the same person listed as John H. Piper in an 1878 businessdirectory; a
bartender & tiie Piper Brotiiers saloon (Bishop, 1878: 203).

Other relatives or closefiiendswho tended bar a the Piper's Comer saoon included August Piper, John
Rosenbrock, and Dick Berman. Both August and John Rosenbrock were affiliated with the MagnoUa Saloon in
Virginia City & different times (Van Tilburg Clark, ed., Doten Joumas Vol. 3: 2029; U.S. Federd Census, 1830;
Territorial Enterprises April 29, 1899, 4:1; UhUiom: 122; GUUs, 1868: 61). Jerry Piper, who may have been the
same person as August Piper with amore American sounding nickname, "Jerry"”, weas identified as acousin, and
an old barkeep a the time of hisdeeth (Territorial Enterprise: April 29, 1899, 4:1). Berman, anative of Germany,
was a0 associated with the Alhambrathestre (Territoria Enterprise. October 13, 1868, 3:2; Federa census,
1870; Goldman, 61, 105).

A notation in the October 13, 1868, Territorial Enterprise discussed Henry Piper and John Rosenbrock
subgtituting for the regular bartender & Piper's Saloon (Territorial Enterprise: October 13, 1868, 3:2). A few
yearslater, Henry Piper was gppointed the assigneefor the bankraptcy case of sdloon owners John and Henry
Rosenbrock (U.S. District Court, NV. Rosenbrock bankraptcy case, 284, Sept. 1, 1877). John Rosenbrock, aso
beUeved to be from Fischerhude, Germany, was abartender a the Piper's Saloonin the 1860s and later ran the
MagnoUa Saoon on C Street (EvangeUsche Kirche, Fischerhude, Kirchenbuch, 1715-1852: 1842; GrilUs, 1868:
61; McKenney, 1882: 670; The Daily Independent Dec. 18, 23, 1874, 1.5, Jan. 5, 1875, 1.5, see dso Frederick
Trautman, "Nevada Through a German's Eyein 1876," Nevada Historical Society Ouarterly. 26:3 (1983) 196-
206 who described the Magnolia Saloon & somelength in 1876.) Perhgpsreated to the Piper famUy, the
Rosenbrocks gppeer to have been closdly tied to the family as a Johann Rosenbrock served as one of John Piper's
godparents a the time of hisbaptism. Thismay have been the same Johann Rosenbrock who was John
Rosenbrock’s father (EvangeUsche Kirche, Fischerhude, Kirchenbuch, 1715-1852: 1830; 1842). John
Rosenbrock witaessed Henry's wedding (Storey County Marriage Records, Vol. A: 334).

Although the 1878 Virginia City business directory found Joseph Piper in San Francisco, he gppears to have taken
over the duties of running the comer bar a the current B and Union streets Opera House location by & least 1879,
according to the Daily Stage newspaper (Bishop: 203; Daily Stager August 26, 1879, 1:1). The Daily Stage (or
Stage) newspaper was apublication of John Piper's, according to historian Edwin Semenza (Semenza: 53;
Semenza interviewed John and Joseph's daughtersfor histhesis and perhagps this information came from them.
Lingenfelter and Gash, 266, do not support the claim of Piper's backing or ownership of the p”er). The only
advertissment, in this edition ofthe paper, for the bar a the Opera House bar location (B and Union dreets) was
Joseph's ad which offered special liquor and winetagting (Daily Stage: August 26, 1879, 1:1). Joseph'sadfor
"Piper's Old Comer Opera House Sample Rooms' mekes ajoke of the "sameold brand of cigars' available.
Perhgpsthis was acomment about his brother Henry, a chain cigar smoker (Daily Stages August 26, 1879, 1.1,
Johnson, Berkeley Daily Gazette: Febraary 2, 1942: 6:7). The August 26, 1879 edition oftiieDalv Stage was
discovered in the wall between the kitchen and dining room during the Henry Piper house restoration.

By 1880,tii eads for the Comer Bar a the Opera House appearing inthe Daily Stagelisted John Piper as
proprietor and stated the bar had operated & thet location for twenty years. (Daily Stage. September 22, 1880,
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1:3, Sept 23, 1880, 1,3, Sept 24, 1880; Sept 27, 1830 1:3; Sept 28, 1880 1:3; Sept 29,30, 1880 1:3; Oct 1,
1880, 1:3; Oct. 2, 1880, 1,3, Oct 4, 1880, 1,;3; Oct 5, 1880, 1,3; Oct 6, 1880, 1,3, Oct 7, 1880, 1:3; Oct 8,9,
1880, 1,;3; October 11,12, 1830, 1:4; October 15, 1880, 1,3, Oct 16,22,23, 28, 1880, 1:4; November 3, 4,5, 1830;
4:5). Thereisno reason to doubt that the bar did exist therefor twenty years (1860-80), as John Piper sated,
however, it had operated under various names, and under various Piper brothers proprietorships. By 1880, a
Henry Piper was Uged in local directories with asaloon a 10 South C Street (McKenney, 1880-1: 204). He
maintained that sdloon until & least 1882, where he is again listed with Uquorsat 10 S. C Street (McKeimey,
1882: 670). By 1884, Henry isnot Ugted in the gazetteer and business directory covering northem Nevada,
probably indicating he was not abusiness owner a that time. (Similarly the 1886 directory does not mention
Henry Piper. McKenney's 1886 Pacific Coast Directory). Directoriesfrom 1834 and 1886 showed John Piper to
have the theafre and sdloon & 1 N. B Street indicating are-built comer saloon a that location after the 1883 fire.
(PoUc and Dang=r: 520; McKenney's 1886 Pacific Coast Directory: 895; sse dso Sanbom Insurance map, 1890)
Joseph Piper had asdoon & 5 South B Street, which probably reflectsan error inthe address, asthe Daily Stage
ads Ug Joseph's Snug sdloon & 5 Nortii B Street (Daily Stage. September 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 1880, 1:1;
Oct 1,2,4,5,6, 7, 1880, 1:1; PdUc and Dansar: 520).

Rebiult & the current B and Union sreets location after the Great Fire of 1875, the OperaHouse opened in
Jenuary 1878 with John Piper as Proprietor and Manager (Territorial Enterprise: January 29, 1878, 2:7). John
Piper fUed for bankraptcy in mid-1878, which was compUcated by ahomestead on the property. The parcel
numbers listed on the bankraptcy papersincludethe saloon a the southwest comer ofthe building (U.S. District
Court, NV, John Piper bankraptcy, case 325). In spite of the homestead on the Opera House, the Federd Court
aJowed the continuation ofthe Storey County District Court case againg John. Deeded ownership of the Opera
House passed to claimants of the Byington v. John Piper, &. al. lawsuit until George Piper purchased the Opera
House from the estate of Thomas Freehill in 1887 (Book 49, pg 341) The ownership of the Opera House and of
the Henry Piper home was in the name of George Piper, John Piper's son, beginning in 18384 according to the Tax
Asessment Records, dthough the deaed datesto 1887(Storey County Tax Assessment Prers, 1834, pg. 44,
Storey County Deeds Book 49, pg 341 ).

After the resolution ofthe bankraptcy, John was Ugsed as Manager of the Opera House i n advertisements and on
letterhead, and an 1881 advertisement for the OperaHouse even listed a CharlesE. Locke as maneger (Territorial
Enterprise. May 31, 1881, 3.3 a Calif Hist. Soc; John Piper Business pgpers, Bancroft Library, University of
Cadlifornia, Berkeley, MSS p-g 212, Box 1, Folder 7). The Chronicle mentions Manager Piper attending a
mesting with Haverly's Minstrels prior to booking them in 1885 (Virginia Chronicle October 8, 1885, 3.3 &
CalifomiaHistorical Society, Nevadanewspapers). Thelisting of John Piper as manager, and not proprietor, as
previoudy listed, may have been apurposeful obfuscation of hisred role, after the purchase of the OperaHouse
by his son, George Piper.

Piper's OperaHouse, biult & B and Union dreatsin 1878, would again bum on March 14, 1883 (Territoria
Enterprise: March 14, 1883, 2:1; sse d 0 Crawford: 43). Henry Piper's son Charles recalled this eventfromhis
childhood as foUows: "A woman came to the house and called hismother out, saying: 'Y our operahouseisall
bumed down." Charlierecallstheat hisfather wasn't abit upsat when he awoke long after sun up and heard the
bad news. 'Guess we'U have to build it up again,’ he said. Hedid, and that isthe present Piper's OperaHouse
that is SiU standing..." (Johnson, Berkeley Daily Gazette: Febraary 2, 1942, 6:7).

The reason Henry seemsto be logt in the records ofthe Opera House from the demise of the sdloon in 1879 may
betied to his own bankraptcy. Henry Piper and Co. gpparentiy filed for bankraptcy sometime in 1878-9.
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Bradstreet'sreportson Virginia City businesses financial solvency noted that " Piper, Henry and Co. saloon” was
in bankraptcy. It dso gave Joseph Piper's saloon arating of "in justice to al concerned, subscribers should avail
themsdlves ofthe reportsinthe office”, awarning thet the company may be infinancialtrouble (Braddtreet: 28;
Key, ii). Henry Piper's bankraptcy papers have not been located.

The Comstock mining boom was effectively over by 1880, and the changesin ownership and Ucensing to John
Piper's son George Piper may havereflected legal posturing by the Piper brothers after suffering financia
setbacks during these borrasca times. Miriam Michelson's Comstock history mentions Manager John Piper, but
impUes that John Mackay, a silent partner i n the Opera house operation was the significant owner (Michel son:
334). Charles Piper subdantiated M ackay'sfinancial help to keep the Opera House running, which he said wasin
retum for the permanent use of abox seat by Mackay. Charlesrecalled the Pipersfiguredthe loss of money on
the box et to be more than they had received from Mackay for support ofthe Opera House (Johnson, Berkeley
Daily Gazette February 2, 1942, 6:7).

By 1874 Henry owned three pieces of property inVirginia City, including the location of the Henry Piper house
(Storey County Tax Assessment Records, 1874, pg. 41). Henry Piper had purchased the home location in 1870
and again in 1874 and property inVirginiaCity in range"L" in 1871 (Storey County Deeds, Book 30: 375; Book
31: 338). Thethird piece of property was in aresdential areaof Virginia City on B Street between Carson and
North Streets. (Assessment records, 1874; 41; Britton and Rey, Official Map of VC)

Thus, Henry Piper progpered as aland owner, a saloon kegper and a partner/assstant to his brother John in the
OperaHouse business. He joined fratemal organizations, and even attained adegree of notoriety from apoUtical
career inthe State, and his attempted theft of amagam from the Carson City mint.

Henry Piper's Political Career

Henry Piper roseto some degreeof prominence and wedlth during his early yearsinVirgiiua City. Henry Piper
gpopearsinVirginia City inthe 1870 federa censuswith awedth inread esate of $2,000 and apersond wealth of
$6,000. (U.S. Federd Census, 1870).

Contemporary newspgperman Alf Doten recorded that Henry Piper was a"behind the scenes'figurel ooking for
early election retumsin November 1866, subsequent to his brother John's election as Virginia City mayor.
Similarly, abd) wasthrovm for Henry in 1869 upon the newsthat he would vacation in his German homeland,
again suggesting that Henry had attained a degree of notoriety in the mining city (Van Tilburg Clark, ed., Doten
Joumals. Vol. 2: 902, 1060).

Many wesdlthy Virginia City citizens, particularly those desiring apolitical career, maintained social ti esthrough
fratemal organizations. Henry didalso. Hewas amember of die Free Masons, VirginiaLodge number 3 (Angel,
ed.: 237). Hewas amember of the invitation committee for the second annud ball for the Washoe Engine
Company number four, avolunteer fue fighting company (Territorial Enterprisec December 6, 1867, 2:8), and
also on the invitation committee for the Knickerbocker Engine Company number 5 Second Annua Ball on
Thanksgiving, 1867 (Gold HiU Daily News. November 18, 1867,3:5). Henry was amember ofthe reception
committee for the Second Annual Ball oftiieVirginia Athletic Club (Gold Hill Daily News. December 21, 1867).
Similarly, the German May Festival, held a Fort Homestead in Gold Hill, included Henry as amember of the
committee of invitation (Territorial Enterprise. May 10, 1868, 3:8).
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Other fratemal memberships and poUticd associationsinclude the National Guard HaU and the Republican
Centra Committee. Henry gppears to have served in aleadership role inthe National Guard Hall organization
(Territoria Enterprise; Febraary 22, 1876). The National Guard in Virginia City was organized in November of
1863 and had 86 members by 1864 (Coallins, 1864-5: 33). Henry was one of five men representing Storey County
to the RepubUcan State Central Commiittee in 1876 and 1878, and was eected secretary of thet groupin 1877
(Reno Evening Gazette: October 18,4:3,26, 4:3, Nov. 1,4:3, and 7,4:3, 1876; October 9,1877,2:2; Daily
Nevada State Joumal. May 16, 1878, 3:3). In 1883, he gppears to have also become amember of the Virginia
City Knights Templar (Daily Nevada State Joumal. March 21, 1883, 2:3).

Henry sarved in city govemment intwo capacities. Henry was Virginia City, City Treasurer, from his election on
May 3, 1870 through 1872, serving two one-year termsand completing aterm of office as City Aldermanin 1872
(Nevada Historical Society, Political Directory, n.p., n.d.; Territorial Enterprise May 4, 1870, 3:1; Graham,
Revised Ordinances ofthe City of Virginia, iv, v; sse dso Territoria Enterprise notice, July 17,1870; Storey
County Record, Minutes ofthe Board of Alderman, Virginia City record, January 1, 1867 to March 20, 1876,
County Clerk'soffice). Henry was endorsed by the Nevada State Joumal in Reno for re-election as city treasurer
in 1872 (Nevada State Joumal September 7, 1872, 2:1). Henry ran for the RepubUcan nomination for city
treasurer unopposed and gamered 889 votes, more than any other candidate seeking a Republican endorsament
(Territorial Enterprise, April 18, 1871, 3:2). Latein 1872, Henry Piper succeeded JW. WUson as Alderman of
the Second Ward after WUson resgned on December 31 (Revised Ordinances 1878, vi). Henry apparently
completed the term of office and did not run for éection to the position thereafter. The Second Ward was north of
Taylor Sfreet and South of Sutton, o hisresdencein the Second Ward is consstent with Henry living over the
saloon on the comer of B and Union.

Henry served one term as a State Assemblyman representing Storey County inthe fifth sesson ofthe legidature
from 1871-2 (HeUer: 161; Nevada State Joumal. January 7, 1871: 2:2; see dso Nevada State Jouma of the
Assembly Fififa Session). Henry gpparentiy attained the highest number of votesfrom alarge number of
candidates. Storey County sent twelve representativesto the State Assembly for the fifth sesson (Storey County
Commission Minutes, Nov. 23, 1866-Nov. 7, 1871: 373).

Henry regularly attended the fifth Assembly sesson and voted with the majority on most meesures. A
Republican, he announced he would present legidation on the disincorporation of Virginia City to become part of
Storey County, aprocessthat was completed, for economic reasons, in 1881 (Joumd of the Assembly. 1871: 30;
Kinnerdey: 269). Henry sarved on the foUowing committees: Committee on Elections, Committee on Claims,
Committee on Minesand Mining Interess (Joumal of the Assembly. 1871: 9, 11, 18).

Henry made one resolution conceming the assembly chamber, which was adopted; and made three motions
during the sesson, two of them for recess (Joumal ofthe Assembly. 1871: 96,106,146,247). Henry's resolution
involved the use ofthe Assembly chamber. He suggested the chamber be made avalable to the "Third House," a
reference to the mock legidative body by that name. It was resolved by "Mr. Piper... that the use of this Chamber
is hereby tendered to the Third House, for its deliberations, on such evenings as this Assembly isnot in session”
(Jouma of the Assembly. 1871: 96). Edgar Branch, et al. described the "Third House" as agroup of men who
met informally "insadoons, pubUc buildings and the legidative chambers' in "burlesque ddiberations and law
making" (Branch, et al.: 272-273). Perhgpsmog noteworthy ofthe" Third House" was its association with Mark
Twain who had been dected president of that body on December 11, 1863, during histime in Virginia City
(Branch, etal.: 273).
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Henry Piper's Home; 58 North B Street

The origind address of the Henry Piper house was 29 North B Strest, and this address is found in documents prior
to the 1970s The Henry Fiper house, now a 58 North B Sttest on the westem Sde of the Sfreet baetwiean Union
and Sutton, was buUt immediatdy after the "Great Fire" of 1875. The early 1830s directories how Virginia
City'sB Sfrest batwean Union and Suitton, the Ste ofthe Henry Piper home, to have bean acommerdd corridor;
home to many varied busnesses including a bath houss, retaurants, dores and sdloons (KeUey; reprint, 1962,
Kelly, 1863). Higtorian Paul Fetout destribed B Strest batwean Union and Sutton, during the 1860s to bea
shoating "range’ due to the number of shoat outs in the sdloons and dong the dret (Fatout, 1964: 87).

Itis highly probeble thet the suljject location wes part of both the 1863 and 1866f i resreported in VirginiaCity.
The eaUafiredaes to August 29, 1863 and was destribed as extendingfromTaylor Sfreet to Sutton andfromA
Sfreet to B and partly to C Sitest, encompassing the commerdd didrict ofthe City & thet time (Angd, 598). In
1856 alargefi reconsumed most of B Stteet betwwean Union and Sutton and ranged both up the hiU to A Sfret
and asfar downthe hUl asD Sfreet. The devadation induded the Ste ofthe sulject property. It wes the largest
fire to date in Alf Doten's exparience in Virginia City (Territorid Enterprise. June 19, 1866, 3:1; Van TUburg
Clark, ed. Daten Joumds Vol. 2: 889-890).

The 1866fi rebegan a the Fountain Heed Restaurant (previoudy Winn's Restaurant) about hafway betwean
Union and Sutton on the west Sde ofthe Sreet. The newsogpar noted the foUowing buUdings consumed: the
gymnasum, the Fountain Heed Restaurant asmdl building occupied by Dr. Watts, Engine House Number 1, the
VirginiaHotel, and the City Bakery, all located on the westem Sde ofthe sttest betwean Union and Sutton
(Territorid Enterpriss June 19, 1866, 3:1). The Fountain Heed Restaurant opened in March 1863 a 30 N. B
Sfret under the proprietorship of L. Hines (The Virginia Daily Union. March 22, 18634:4 (CaJf Higt. Soc)) By
July 1863, the Pony Sdloon's summe refreat ws in the besamant ofthe Fountain Heed restaurant (Vfrginia
Evening Bulletin, duly 6, 1863, 1:6) Although the nengpgper destription of the 1866fi redoes nat contain

phydcd addreses, the devadtation and locations discussad imply the Site of the Henry Fiper house to have been
part of the conflagration. (Caution mugt be usad in looking a numbered addresses, as they changed through time
and are nat dways conagent with modem Sreat markings which show odd and even on different 9des of the
dret. At some point, the Virgirua City one-hdf numbeas weare dhanged to fiill numbars adding to the confusion.)

Edward Janin hed purchesad the subject property in 1864fromAbraham Meyer and E. Ruhlingin two desds
Janin paid Meyer $1,340 for the propaty and by sgparate deed paid Ruhling $100. The deads contan the
information thet the property was north of Sam Pagter’'s sdloon and south of Winn's restaurant and sdoon, and did
not contain a building & thet time. The owner previous to Meyer, Mr. Dupr”, hed sold the property through the
locd sheriff and hisatomey in fact, E. Ruhling. Previous to 1864, the propearty hed been occupied by a frame
buUding housng Battle and Company. (Storey County Deeds, Book W: 636-638). If Janin hed erected abuUding
during his 9x year ownership oftiieproperty, it ishighly likely thet the buUding bumed in the 1866 fire.

On April 18, 1870, the Storey County Tressurer 0ld the property which would become the Ste ofthe Henry Piper
home to Henry for $64.62 in back taxes (Storey Co deads Book 30, 105-6). Laer in the year, on Novamber 1,
1870, Henry Piper purchesed the same parcd description, for onehundred dollars fromEdward Janin of San
Francisco. The desd destribes the property as being located immediatdy north of thelot formerly occupied by
Sam Pader's Sdoon and south ofthe lot formerly occupied by Winn's Sdoon. The desd does not specificdly
destribe abuilding on thelot (Storey County Deeds Book 30: 375). The Virginia DaJy Union noted thet in
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March, 1863, Paster's Saloon moved from "No. 24 B Sfreet” to the comer of C and Sutton. (The Vfrginia Daly
Union: March 22, 1863, 15 Calif Hist. Soc Nevada newspapers, Vfrginia City Folder) So the subject lot
location was between 24 N. B Sfreet and 30 N. B Sfrest, later to becomenumbered as 29 N. B Sfredt.

In 1871, Henry deededtii eproperty to Theodore Wolff for $1,000 (Storey County Deeds, Book 30: 586-7).
Theodore Wolff was Used as amerchant/tailor originally from Germany inthe 1870 census. In 1873, WolflF and
his wife deeded the property to LouisP. Dreder for $3,000. Thisdeed contained the information thet aJ the
household and kitchenfiimiturenow in the dwelling went with the deeded property (Book 32: 558). On January
2, 1874 Henry purchased tiie property from Dreder for $3,000. (Storey County Deeds, Book 35, 83-90) The
description includes the south half of the west half of 1ot 6 which gave Piper atwelve and ahalf footfrontageon
A Sfreet, as well as the 25 footfrontageon B Sfreet, where the subject houseis located.

Henry and future wife Fredericka apparentiy planned to live inthe house on the gte, previoudy occupied by
Theodore Wolff and his family, then briefly by Louis Dreder. The housewas desfroyed in the 1875 fire. The
recent restoration showed this previous dracture to have been 17 feet shorter (measured from the west) than the
current stracture. Thissizeis condgent with the lot description found inthe 1870 deed. The original lot
messured 25 by 60 feet (Storey Countv Deeds. Book 30: 375).

When Henry re-buUt the home, he enlarged it, perhgps aso making it more omateor finer. The newspaper
reported Henry's loss in the Greet Ffre as foUows: "Henry Piper, house, etc, B Sfreet - loss $3,000; insurance
$2,500" (Territorid Enterprise. October 30, 1875, 1:4). The Territorial Enterprise reported tiiat:

By anotice under the usud heading it wUl be seen that Henry Piper, an old and welU-known resident of
the city was married on last Sunday. The lady now Mrs. John Henry Piper was formerly Miss Fredericke
[dc] Martins, anative of the same German village as her husband, and the daughter of her husband's old
tutor. This pafr wil makethis city thefr home. The wedding was to havetaken place sometime ago, but
the fire desfroyed the housein which the young couple were to Uve. Undismayed, however, they have
built another dwelling, and we may hope that init their grandchildren may heer the story ofthe greet fire
that swept away thefr first house. (Territorial Enterprises December 2, 1875, 3:2; sse dso DalUv Nevada
State Journa. December 4, 1875, 2:3, for anotice ofthe marriage).

Althoughtiiearticle does not specifically say the housewas completed, itisimplied inthe satement thet they
"have built another dwelling,” and in the fact that they finally married. Thisthen gives acompletion date of
December 1875 for the Henry Piper house. Henry Piper (Ugted as John Henry inthe church records, and J. H. in
the County records) married Fredericka Martins on November 23, 1875, roughly amonth after the Great Fire
(Storey County Marriage Records, Vol. A: 334; S. Paul's Episcopal Church Marriage Book, Vol. 2: 308;
Territorial Enterprise December 2, 1875, 3:2).

The Vfrginia Evening Chronicle newspaper reported that during the monthsimmediately following the Cfreat Fire
many buildingsin Vfrginia City were re-built in arelatively short period of time. The November 23,1875 paper
noted that nearly three hundred houses were being re-built in Vfrginia City, some buildingsto be finishedin as
littie as aweek. The pgper noted that: "The above are but afew ofthe new buildings which are going up, but they
formagood criterion forjudging ofthe substantiad and business-like agpect which Virginiawill beer in lessthan
two months time from the fire, which occurred amonth ago today” (Vfrginia Evening Chronicle. November 23,
1875, 3:2).
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Interestingly, the Henry Piper houseitself, gives adate before which the housewas completed:  February 22,
1876. Inregtoring the home, aticket to abalJ a the National Guard HaU, dated February 22, 1876, was
discovered used as ashim inthe lock ofthelibrary/naUway door (Photo 6). As thispiece of ephemerawould
have been thrown away shortly after the evert, isit postulated that the door lock provided the opportunity to use a
current, available piece of heavy paper for ashim. The housewas completed prior to the date of theticketin
Febraary 1876. The Territorial Enterprise advertisement for the National Guard balJ included the information that
H. Piper was a sergeant on the Managing Committee ofthe bal (Territorial Enterprisel Feb. 22, 1876, 1:4). Held
on acomparaively warm night the ball atfractedfrom200 to 1,000 ofthe mogt subgtantid Vfrginia citizens, and
was "a credit to the military company by whom it was given" (Territorial Enterprise: February 23, 1876, 3:1).

The 1830 federal censuslists the Henry Piper family, which by then had grown to two children and an Irish maid,
Margaret Leddy, & the B Sfreet houselocation. A Comgtock gtatus symbol, an Irish maid indicated the
atanment of affluent gatusfor the Henry Piper family (James and Raymond: 253). Hemy and Frederickas two
chUdren were bom whilethe famUy was Uving in the house; Charles on October 21, 1876 and Clarain 1879
(Johnson, Berkeley Daily Gazette. 2-2-42 6:7; CalifomiaDegth Index; U.S. Federd Census, 1880).

On July 13, 1882 Henry and Fredericka deeded the B Sfreet house property to Joseph Hayton for $1600 athough
the house ownership passed to George Piper, John Piper's son, by 1884, according to the assessment records. A
recorded deed shows Hayton seUing the property to George Piper on October 25, 1887 for $500. (The property
description is confusing, describing the property by parcel number, but providing only 81 feet of depth as
measured from A Sfreet. (Book 49, pg 210-1). George remained liable onthe Tax Assessment Listsfor the
property into the late 1890s (Storey County Deeds, Book 47, pg. 43; Storey County Tax Assessment records,
1834:44; Territorial Enterprise: Febraary 8, 1896, 4:5). In 1876, Storey County valued the land and house &
$3250, but by 1883 the value had dropped to $160, atestament to the depression the tovra suffered with the drop
in mining production (Storey County Tax Assessment Records, 1876, pg. 58, 1888:35). One can only surmise the
change in ownership to George Piper reflected the bankraptcy issuesthat Henry underwent inthe 1870s The
Henry Piper family probably lived inthe homeuntil 1894. Charles Piper recalled the family leaving Nevadafor
Berkeley, California, inthe same year as Senator JamesFair's deeth, 1894 (Johnson, Berkdley Daily Gazette.
Febraary 2, 1942, 6:7). Thistimeframeis congstent with Henry's employment a the Carson City Mint.

In 1893, Henry was ffredfromthe Mint after the discovery of amagam inhislunch box. Henry was arrested in
Berkeley, Califomiain 1895. Henry was charged with the crime of "unlavrfuly taking, stedling and carrying
away from the United States mint at Carson City, on June 5, 1893, gold and siver metd, commonly called crade
bulUon ofthe vaue of fifty doUars Same being the property ofthe United States.” Other court papers vaue the
bullion a $100. (U.S. District Court, NV. V. Henry Piper, Docket number 821). Thejury found Henry guilty on
the fourth ballot, but recommmended him to the mercy of the court (U.S. District Court, NV. V. Henry Piper,
docket 821). Although indicted and found guilty, Henry was charged with only a $300 fme, and escaped serving
ajal sentence (Hickson: 89). Alf Doten notedtiiatJohn Piper paid Henry's fine, and the court records indicate
John Piper and M .E. Cafferata, Joseph Piper's son-in-law, guaranteed Henry's gppearancein court (Van TUburg
Clark, ed. Doten Joumds. Vol. 3: 1915; U.S. Disttict Court, NV v. Hemy Piper, Docket 821). A Reno's
newspgper reprint of a San Francisco Examiner article indicated that Henry had been "for many years... aheper”
a tileMint (Nevada State Joumal. AprU 11, 1895, 3:2).

The Carson City Moming Appeal took exception to the entfre proceeding against Henry dating:

Piper was arrested with other alleged thieves. It was shown that he only attempted to take
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eight or ten ounces of crade stiver bulUon, valued & afew doUars, but he was indicted with thebig
thieves who took $75,000 and substituted bogus barsfor stolen gold. Histrial occupied but afew
hours. He had no money to bribe witnesses or get them out oftheway. There was no army of
legal talent to defend him. No experts were brought from San Francisco to show that thousands of
doUars in gold escaped in solution through the sewers and thet therewas abonanzain a potato
patch a the mouth ofthe sawer. Therewere no "misfif jurors, and he was promptiy found guilty
as charged in the indictment, but, to itscredit let it be said, thejury recommended him to the mercy
ofthe Couirt.

Thereisalesson to thismint business which those who engage in robbery should heed.
The person who succeeds in stealing $20,000 or more runs much lessrisk of goingto the
penitentiary than the pilferer of afew doUars Attomeysdo not object to honest men serving as
jurors and thereisno incentivefor ajury to disagree or to find averdict confrary to the law and the
evidence when the defendant has no money (Moming Appeal: March 28, 1896, 2:1).

Early 1896 mug have been atough time for Henry Piper, as he faced the trial on the hedls of his brother
Joseph's degth on Febraary 7 (Weekly Nevada State Joumal: Febraary 8, 1896, 6:1).

The 1900 Federd Census found the Henry Piper famUy Uving in Berkeley, Califomiawith Henry's occupation
Uded as amachinist (U.S. Federa Census, 1900). Inthe 1910 census Henry was renting ahouse in San
Francisco and employed & oddjobs (U.S. Federa Census, 1910). Henry diedin Sacramento in 1912. Fredericka
Uved with her daughter in Sacramento in 1920 and died therein 1926 (U.S. Federa Census, 1920; Califomia
Degth Index).

It isimportant to note that the Comstock History Center Inventory of Buildings providesinformation on the
house's use during the twentieth century. Beginning in 1908, it was used as aboarding house by Irene Cooper
who leased the house untU 1912f romowner Robert Rauhut abarber. (Ron Machado, persond communi cation.
A monograph on the life of Robert Rauhut, titied Robert Rauhut Vfrginia City Barber by his great nephew Will
Snyder, 1993, isavailable & the NevadaState Library and Archivesin Carson City.) It isbeUeved the house had
no known association with either renters or owners of local significance with the exception of CharlesMyron
Clegg, the partner of Lucius Beebe, who owned the home briefly in the late 1960s, according the Inventory. Itis
believed not to have been occupied by Clegg.

Because ofthelocal importance of Henry Piper, hisresdence onB Sfreet has local significance under
Criterion B.
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namel/titte  Christof and Carolyn Eichin, owners

organization date July 14, 2010

street & number 58 North B Street telephone 775-647-7231

city or town Virginia City state NV zip code 89440
e-mail InnkeeDers(a>BStreetHouse.com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

* IMaps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's iocation.

» A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

» Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:
Submit clear and desaiptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

See Continuation Sheet

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Christof and Carolyn Eichin
street & number 58 North B Street PO Box 1027 telephone  775-847-7231
city or town Virginia City state NV zipcode 89440

Paperworic Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Piaces to nominate
properties for listing or determine eiigibiiity for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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Hery Piper House

Vfirginia City

Sorey

NV

Unknown; Phato courtesy of Ron Madchado, Carson City

ca 198

lof 12

Hery Pipa House Virginia City, about 1908 Figuresin the phato indude than-ovmne
Rabart Rauhut; fr eneCooper, Amy Cooper, Lareta Coopear, Chrigopha Cdumbus
Coopa and saven ming's who rented roomsfr omthe Coopes

Henry Pipa House

Vfrginia City

Sorey

NV

Carlton Watkins geregpticon. (Courtesy ofthe CaUfomia Sate Library, Saoramanto)
ca 1878

20f 12

This phato dhons Hovard Srest in Virginia City in 1878 Thesedengdy bitilt "row
houses ware acommaon in Virginia City in thelate 1870s The houses o are vary
dmUar to theaubjedt Hary Pipa house

Henry Piper House

Vfirginia City

Sorey

NV

Imagefr omboadk

n/a

3of 12

Advertisamant in GtiUs WUUam, Nevada Dfrectory for 1863-69.

Henry Piper House

Virginia City

Sorey

NV

Imagefr omboadk

na

40f 12

Adveatisamatt in Bethd, John and co.. Gengd Budness and Mining Dfredtary, 1875.
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Henry Piper House

Vfrginia City

Storey

NV

Carleton Watkins (Courtesy ofthe Bancroft Library, University of Califomia Berkeley.
Original stereopticon photo inCalifomia State Library, Sacramento)

1878

9of 12

Piper's OperaHouse, VfrginiaCity, NV; Piper's Comer Saloon is shown in center of
photo, door open.

Henry Piper House

Vfrginia City

Storey

NV

Christof D. Eichin

2009

10 of 12

East sde of Henry Piper House, frontingB Sfreet, VfrginiaCity, NV

Henry Piper House

Vfrginia City

Storey

NV

Christof D. Eichin

2010

1 of 12

East and south side of Henry Piper House, Virginia City, NV ; the south faSade does not
have any door and window openings as it was immediately adjacent to another row
house.

Henry Piper House

Vfrginia City

Storey

NV

Christof D. Eichin

2010

12 of 12

East and north side of Henry Piper House, Vfrgmia City, NV

(Expires 5-31-2012)
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STATE OF NEVADA

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS
State Historic Preservation Office
100 N. Stewart Street
Carson City, Nevada 89701
(775) 684-3448  Fax (775) 684-3442
WwWWw.nvshpo.org

MICHAEL E. FISCHER
Department Director

Mardh 21,2011

Paul Loghea, Nationd Regde Chid

Nationd Pak Savice Naiond Regse of Hidaric Haces
1201 Eye Sred, NW (2230)

Washingan, DC 20006

Dexr Mr. Loghe,

RECEIVED 2280

MR 23 A1

NAT REBTER OF HSTCRC PUCES
NATONAL PARK SERCE

RONALD M. JAMES
Sfafe Historic Preservation Officer

Endossd pleesefindthe fdloming naminaians to the Nationd Regde of Higaric Places

Gdaa Crek Shadhouss Rao, Wadhce Caunty, Neveda

Hery Fpa Houss Virgnia City, Saey County, Nevada
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on March 11,2011

Thark you for your aongderaion. Shauld you have quesions regarding this arrespandence
pleese aontadt me via tdgphane & 7756343427 a via amall a dogdquit(onevedeoUturearg

Snon

Sxra Foopdquid
Architedturd Hidarian
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