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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE

The Wanno A ub faces northwest on Seaview Avenue i n Osterville, avillage of
Banstable. [|tslong, narrow !l ot has 980" of frontage on Nantucket Sound and consists
of awell lan(3scaped |awn separated from a sandy headi by awal | of riprap. The
former late nineteenth century hotel is surrounded by |arge sunmer houses of simlar
style and peri od.

Widen constructed i n 1887 the buildingconsisted of alarge three story main block

with asmller tw story rear ell. Between 1916 and 1920 a one story w ng was added to
the northeast elevation. Recently another one s_tor?/ wi ng has been added to the

southeast el evation. Theoriginal portionis shingled while the additions are clapboarded.

The main block has anansard roof with alarge overhanging ganbrel cross gable onthe
ocean el evation, twoattached polygonal towers onthe street facade and dorners with

low hipped roofs. |tistermnated at the northeastemend by atw bay cross-axial
gabl e roof section. Therear ell has anansard roof with twolarge gand)rel cross gabl es
and shed roof dorners. Originally the main block had bal conies between the facade towers
at the second floor level andon the southwest el evationat the third floor level.

The original facade porch was replaced in 1920 by one with a Col onial Revival appearance.
It is nowscreened and has anasphalt shingle roof supported by filleted Doric col ums.
The roof of the earlier porch was covered with wood shingles and vas sinply an extension
of the second story sidi nP. The original roof of the burldingitself has also been
replaced by asphalt shingles. Exterior trimwas originally painted adark color, but
by c¢. 1910 was painted white, andis presently white with greenshutters.

Wiile the third floor gable overhangs are still bracketted, asin the ori?inal desi gn,
oval w ndows have been renoved fromall of the gable peaks. Nearly all of the rest of the
sash, varying i nconfigurationfrom 1272 to 82to 6/2, appears to be original.

Al though interior spaces have been sonewhat altered, the large living hall retains nuch
original material. Hghwainscoting, alarge open stairway with spindle balustrade,

a fireplace inanangledwall, and nuch of the paneling around the check-in desk

appear to date from 1887.  Door casings and nouldings inthis area also appear to be
original. The Colonial Revival periodis represented by two paneled fireplaces,
dentiled com ce nol dings and pail nt ed woodwor K.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wanno A ub is significant as one of the fewsurviving large Shingle Style hotels
representative of the early periodof Gape (od' s doA el opnent as a sunm@r resort area.
Its fine architectural design adds toits significance.

~QGod began to devel op as anajor sunmer resort area i nthe years fol | ow ng
the Civil Wr, whenrail servicebegan to nake i t accessiblet o [arge nunibers
of people. Devel opnent of the area near Osterville began inthe 1870's. The
Osterville Land Conpany, forned i n 1873, includedi nits Articles of Association the
provision that ahotel costing not nore than $l SoGDwould be built onalot fronting
the ocean near the mddle of the approximately 120 other lots the Gonpany had | aid out.

The hotel, known as the Cotocheset House after the Indian tribe which had original Ig
inhabited the area, was built before the endof 1873.  This buildi n? buned i n 1886,
but construction of anewhotel onthe sane site was begun i medi ately. Photos,
reportedly taken i nJanuary of 1888, showthe nmain andtwo subsidiary bl ocks of the new
Cotocheset Hotel nearly finished. [t islikely that Hrace Fraser, architect of

a nuniper of the houses i nthe area, also designed the hotel. Frazer (1862-1931) served
as adraftsman with Peabody and Steans i n 1885 before joinjhgwith J.G Chapnan t o

f orm Ghapnan and Frazer i n 1890. . Ce .

The Cotocheset Hotel was purchased fromthe Cotocheset Land Gnpany by the Wanno 1"
Qub in1916. Wile adding the Colonial Revival elenents, the GQit) has not nade
any serious alterations tothe hotel. |t stands as aninportant remnder of the
origins of Gape @d s nost inportant nmodemindustry -- tourism
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