
Form No. 10-300 , 

U NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

f o n NPS use ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED MAR 1979 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS ; 

DNAME (JX^^^> CiJi , 
HISTORIC 

C o t o c h e s e t H o t e l 
AND/OR COMMON , 

Wianno Clvib ( p r e f e r r e d ) ' "'' ' 

Q L O C A T I O N 
STREETS! NUMBER 

Seaview Avenue 

•• ' ' .V , • . - ' : '• '•' 

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 
-Wianno, O s t e r v i l l e - VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
1 2 t h 

STATE 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
CODE 

025 
COUNTY CODE 

B a r n s t a b l e 001 

HfCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP ; 
DISTRICT PUBLIC 

X_BUILDING(S) ^ L P R I V A T E ' 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—OBJECT _ | N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
^-OCCUPIED ' 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
?_YES: RESTRICTED • < 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

i icOMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

, iLsNTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

* —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY iioTHER: ^•^'^ 

QoWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME : 

S t o c k h o l d e r s o f t h e Wianno C l u b 
STREET & NUMBER 

Seaview Avenue 

CITY, TOWN 

Osterville VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Barnstable County Courthouse (Registry of Deeds) 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

STREETS. NUMBER 
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B a r n s t a b l e 

STATE 
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Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth 

DATE 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

CITY, TOWN 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

lEXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

-FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

-UNALTERED 

-WALTER ED 

C H E C K ONE 

^ O R I G I N A L SITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wianno Club faces northwest on Seaview Avenue in Osterville, a village o£ 
Bamstable. Its long, narrow lot has 980'of frontage on Nantucket Sound and consists 
of a well lan(3scaped lawn separated from a sandy headi by a wall of riprap. The 
former late nineteenth century hotel is surrounded by large summer houses of similar 
style and period. 

When constructed in 1887 the building consisted of a large three story main block 
with a smaller two story rear e l l . Between 1916 and 1920 a one story wing was added to 
the northeast elevation. Recently another one story wing has been added to the 
southeast elevation. The original portion is shingled while the additions are clapboarded. 

The main block has a mansard roof with a large overhanging gambrel cross gable on the 
ocean elevation, two attached polygonal towers on the street facade and dormers with 
low hipped roofs. I t is terminated at the northeastem end by a two bay cross-axial 
gable roof section. The rear e l l has a mansard roof with two large gan4)rel cross gables 
and shed roof dormers. Originally the main block had balconies between the facade towers 
at the second floor level and on the southwest elevation at the third floor level. 

The original facade porch was replaced in 1920 by one with a Colonial Revival appearance. 
I t is now screened and has an asphalt shingle roof supported by fille t e d Doric columns. 
The roof of the earlier porch was covered with wood shingles and was sinply an extension 
of the second story siding. The original roof of the building i t s e l f has also been 
replaced by asphalt shingles. Exterior trim was originally painted a dark color, but 
by c. 1910 was painted white, and is presently white with green shutters. 

While the third floor gable overhangs are s t i l l bracketted, as in the original design, 
oval windows have been removed from a l l of the gable peaks. Nearly a l l of the rest of the 
sash, varying in configuration from 12/2 to 8/2 to 6/2, appears to be original. 

Although interior spaces have been somewhat altered, the large living hall retains much 
original material. High wainscoting, a large open stairway with spindle balustrade, 
a fireplace in an angled wall, and much of the paneling around the check-in desk 
appear to date from 1887. Door casings and mouldings in this area also appear to be 
original. The Colonial Revival period is represented by two paneled fireplaces, 
dentiled comice moldings and painted woodwork. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1887, c . 1916-1920 BUILDER/ARCHITECT b e l i e v e d t o be Horace F r a z i e r 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wianno Club is significant as one of the few surviving large Shingle Style hotels ' 
representative of the early period of Cape Cod's doA/elopment as a summer resort area. 
Its fine architectural design adds to its significance. 

Cape Cod began to develop as a major summer resort area in the years following 
the Civil War, when r a i l service began to make i t accessible to large nunibers 
of people. Development of the area near Osterville began in the 1870's. The 
Osterville Land Conpany, formed in 1873, included in its Articles of Association the 
provision that a hotel costing not more than $lSpOO would be built on a lot fronting 
the ocean near the middle of the approximately 120 other lots the Conpany had laid out. 

The hotel, known as the Cotocheset House after the Indian tribe which had originally 
inhabited the area, was built before the end of 1873. This building bumed in 1886, 
but construction of a new hotel on the same site was begun immediately. Photos, 
reportedly taken in January of 1888, show the main and two subsidiary blocks of the new 
Cotocheset Hotel nearly finished. I t is likely that Horace Fraser, architect of 
a number of the houses in the area, also designed the hotel. Frazer (1862-1931) served 
as a draftsman with Peabody and Steams in 1885 before joinjhg with J.G. Chapman to 
form Chapman and Frazer in 1890. • . . .. 

The Cotocheset Hotel was purchased from the Cotocheset Land Conpany by the Wianno 1" 
Club in 1916. While adding the Colonial Revival elements, the Cli±) has not made 
any serious alterations to the hotel. I t stands as an inportant reminder of the 
origins of Cape Cod's most inportant modem industry -- tourism. 
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IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
less than one acre ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES 

AL IL ! ] I 3 | 8 . 5 | ? r ^ \^e[0.-7\S, 4.0t 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

c U J I I • I • . I I . I . I . • I 
B L J I I . I • . I I • I . I • • i 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

DLXJ I I • I • • 1 I • I . i . • I VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Bounded on the northwest by Seaview Avenue, northeasterly on the Town of Barnstable 
right-of-way to the water, southeasterly on Nantuckefe Sound, southwesterly by land 
owned by Anne Marie Healey as shown i n Lank Court Plan 15109-A, Barnstable County 
Assessors' Office. 
Also refer to the boundaries outlined i n red on the attached map. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered ^̂AR 2 1979 

Name Location 

Locke, Capt. Josiah, House 

Wianno Club 

Winchester 
Middlesex County 

Osterville 
Bamstable County 

Also No t i f i e d 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Edward J , Markey 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Cotamisslon 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02103 

NR Byers/bjr 3/6/79 

For fur t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 
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