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The earliest English construction in the Delaware Valley region was
"timber-framed"., Potter's Tavern is a two and a half story modified salt
box Engiish framed house of the type filled betueen the timbers with salmon
brick on edge set in lime mortar., This last feature would seem to indicate
18th century., However, it is not a late example of frame house construction.
The corner posts and "girts" are over size and were boxed in at the corners
of the buildingand along the ceiling., The corner of the girt across the
front wall of the east room, first flocr, was cut off to eliminate the boxed
corner, but it remains at full size across the west room adjoining.

appear to be original. All of the windows and floors are replacements, but
one original sash is still in place, concealed on an inside wall between the

ing. This sash displays the heavy muntin characteristic of the first half
of the 18th century.

The general plan of the house follows that of early, small English houses
n America - a "hall" and a "parlor" or "chamber" constituting the first floor
narrow kitchen extended across the rear of both rooms., The rear room of
otter's Tavern appears to have served as the kitchen, Its floor was
riginally one step down and the ceiling joists were exposed and are heavily
oked, The roof framing at the "plate" varies at the back from the con-
entional method used at the front, which seems t¢ indicate that the long
arrow rear "lean-to" was built concurrently with the two front rooms. It
s therefore likely that the two existing fireplaces in this rear extension
ere constructed after the original cooking fireplace was demolished,

Evidence indictes that, originally, there were diagonal fireplaces in
each front room on both floors, The old chimney therefore contained five
flues including the kitchen.

It appears that the exterior doors of the Tavern were plain square
openings with transoms above, It had two main exterior doors, one facing
Broad St., leading into the west voom, first flocr; the other facing east
and leading into the east room. A winding stairway originally led from
cellar to attic, in the southwest corner of the hcuse, Part of it has
survived in the second floor, There are traces of alterations made toward
the close of the 18th century, probably by charles Clumn who took title
in 1788,

rear extension and the later shed which now runs across the rear of the build+
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Potter's Tavern was a popular meeting place just before the Revolution
due to its proximity to the Cumberland County Courthouse. As revolutionary
sentiment spread through the colonies, the humble tavern,then the principal
hostelry in this County Seat, became "Bridgeton's Independence Hall "

In 1775 at Christmas time, patriots published a manuscript newspaper
called The Plain Dealer at Potter's Tavern in Cohansey Bridge. Dedicated
to the cause of liberty, it called in the strongest terms for separation
from the Crown rule, Mattheﬁwﬁbtter, tavern keeper, risking a charge of
treason, thus became one of the unsung herows of the Revolution., Some
of the leading citizens who wrote articles included Dr. Jonathan Elmer,
Dr. Lewis Howell, Richard Howell and Joseph Bloomfield. The latter two
became governors of New Jersey.

Architecturally, the Tavern is an excellent example of the type of
frame house built in New Jersey during the 17th and 18th century.
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ME AND TITLE:

Mr, Meade Landis
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President, Bridgeton Historical Commission March 19, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

City of Bridgeton
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Bridgeton New Jersey 3l

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State Local [ SEP 10 19n

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historid Preservation

ATTEST:

RICHARD J. SUT#T

Title CCMMISSIONER, Department of |
Envirommental Protection

Keeper of The Njftional Register

Date _ April 7, 1971 Date
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