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The Gravity Railroad Depot at Waymart is a one story gable roof structure
measuring 44'5" by 24'5". The medium gable roof has a plain cornice of 10" with an
overhang of 24", The roof was originally covered with wooden shingles but these have
been replaced with strip asphalt shingles.

The exterior walls are covered with 1' wide vertical boards with 2 3/4" vertical
battens. The foundation is stone. Several of the foundation stones are missing but the
banked earth and strong construction have prevented the structure from settling.

Windows in the depot are 9 over 9 with plain wooden frames and sills. The front of
the building (gable-end south) is three bays wide. Two, 9 over 9 window flank a center
doorway. This door has a plain frame and is pannelled. The north end of the building has
no windows. Originally a 6' by 6' frame privy was attached to this end. This was removed
in the 1940's. The east side (facing the track) originally had three windows and a large
sliding freight door. One of the windows has been removed and a 8' 11" wide, 8' high door
is now in its place. The west side has four windows and one large freight door. Presently
the door is not used and has been nailed shut.

Originally the depot had overhanging dormers on the east and west sides. These
dormers covered a 10" x 10" beam which were mortised into the purlin beams and
extending out over sidewall and cornice. This beam extended 4 feet past the roof edge
over the tracks. Block and tackle with ropes and pulleys were used to lift freight from
rail cars into the freight area of the depot. These dormers were removed circa 1940.

The interior of the depot is divided into two parts. The front area (south) was the
office and passenger section. The rear area was used for freight storage. A rough-sewn
hemlock board wall separates the two areas.

The front area measures 14' by 23' 23" with a 10' 2" ceiling. The walls have 373"
high wainscoating. The floor in this section is tongue and groove 7/8" thick with widths of
2" to 3%". The walls are horse hair plaster on wood lath covered with wall paper. In
recent years the wall paper has been painted. This front section has changed little since
its construction. This section was heated by a pot belly stove which is still present.

The rear or storage areas measures 24' by 29' and has inner walls of rough sewn
hemlock. The ceiling is open and the exposed rafters are 3" wide by 6" high spaced
approximately 27" apart.

Floor boards are 1" x 2" hardwood, possibly elm. The subfloor is of 2" plank. The
section is also unchanged except for poor condition of sub flooring due to use of building in
recent years for storage of borough vehieles.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The development and construction of the Delaware and Hudson Canal and Gravity
Railroad system was directly related to the need for transporting anthracite coal from the
Lackawanna County (Carbondale) mines to the market in New York City.

Maurice and William Wurt, owners of the mines, engaged Benjamin Wright, engineer
of the Erie Canal, to take measures to have a proper survey of running level carried over
the country from "tide-water of the Hudson River, at the mouth of the Wallkill, up the
valley of the Rondout and thence over to the Delaware River, and thence up the same to
the conflunce of the Lackawaxen to a point as near the coal mines as possible", in order to
ascertain a system of slack-water navigation, and for the purpose of securing a basis for
an estimation of the cost of such work.

Due to finanicial necessity the Wurt brothers in 1825 formed the corporation known
as the "Delaware and Hudson Canal Company". The thrity-four sections for the canal
were advertised to be let in July, 1825. The 108 miles of canal with its 108 locks was
completed in 1828.

Upon obtaining fuller knowledge of the high lands it was decided to make the
Dyberry Forks (now Honesdale) the western terminus of the canal and to unite that point
with the mines by a railroad about 15 miles in length. The D and H managers decided upon
building a railroad in 1826. Construction commenced in 1827, and was opened on August
8, 1829.

The entire length of the railroad from the mines to the canal basin was sixteen and
seven-eights miles. At the time the road was built it was calculated to afford ample
facilities for transporting one hundred thousand tons of coal per year, that quantity being
deemed as great as it was needful to provide for. Over its imperfect track, constructed of
hemlock stringers and laid with straprails the first load of coal passed on October 9, 1829,

The original Gravity starting from the mouth of the mines at Carbondale an
elevation of 1,200 feet, rose to an elevation of 1,907 at the Moosic Mountain summit
through a series of five planes and the intervening levels. The road then descended the
east side of the mountain by three planes and levels to an elevation of 985 feet at
Honesdale.
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It was orignally expected to make use of locomotive power on the three long levels,
and to use horse power on the other levels between the planes. Three locomotives were
made for the company in England under the directions of Horatio Allen, and brought up
the canal to Honesdale to be used on the railroad. The Robert Stephenson Company built
the "America", the Foster, Rastrick Company the "Stourbridge Lion", the "Delaware", and
the "Hudson". The Stourbridge Lion became the most famous as it was the first of its kind
to run in the United States.

Waymart was plane no. 7 on the original gravity. From the openiig up to 1863 the D
& H piled here the coal that was run from the mines after the close of canal navigation in
the fall, as high as one hundred thousand tons being stored here, Upon the opening of
navigation in the spring it was weighed and transported to the canal basin in Honesdale.
Hence the name of our community stems from weigh-market to Waymart. This gave
employment to a large number of men. After 1863 this dumping ground was not used, the
coal was stored at Honesdale.

The Gravity Railroad development may be divided into three major phases; 1829-
The Original Gravity; 1841-1844 - Changes to the Gravity east of the mountains and
changes to planes west of the mountains; and 1866 - Alterations of planes on the east
slope providing independent movement of "loaded'" and "light" cars.

As the productivity of the mines increased considerable demand was placed on the
canal and the railroad. Locks and tracks were re-designed.

In 1856 the entire Gravity line from Carbondale to Waymart was rebuilt. After
these changes Waymart was plane no. 12, and after more alterations in 1866 Waymart was
"loaded" plane no. 18, "light" plane no. 12.

The Waymart Gravity Depot was built in 1875 to accommodate freight other than
coal. This 100 year old building is the only existing Depot remaining of this pioneer
railroad. Although repair shops for the railroad are still standing in Carbondale, we feel
its preservation is historically important to our area. The development of our area from a
forested region in 1800 to a Borough by 1851 is directly related to the 16 7/8 miles of
Gravity Railroad. The Waymart Borough purchased the building from the D & H Company
in 1900 for $125. The building was moved 150 feet to its present site, which was also part
of original railbed. The building was used as a Town Hall until the 1940's, since then
because of its general condition its been used as a Borough garage. Very little has been
done to change its original appearance.
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Passenger service began in 1877. Passenger cars in regular year round service were
flat-roofed, without clerestories (restrooms), and were equipped with two fourwheeled
trucks. Baggage was carried in the head car which was usually a combination coach.
Trains were allowed speeds up to 35 mph, and had a crew of three men.

On January 3, 1899, the railroad operated for the last time in its entirety as a
gravity line. Records indicate that 4012 coal and other cars were scrapped, the summer
excursion cars as well as the regular passenger cars were bought up by people as out-
buildings or summer cottages.

The steam railroad continued to operate until 1931, at which time coal traffic was
just a trickle and passenger travel was virtually nonexistant. On August 20, 1931 the last
standard gauge train made its run over the original Gravity right-of-way, almost 102 years
to the day since the opening of that pioneer railroad.
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PV: view of track with depot
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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Irvina, Guy C., Houpe

Way, NMicholas, House

Darby Meeting

Griffey, Benjamin, House
National Transit Building
Stover-Myers Mill

Highland Hall

| Delaware & Hudson Canal Company

Gravity Railroad Depot

Anthracite Bank Building

Also Notified

Honorable H. John Heinz, III
Honorable Richard S. Schweiker
Honorable Joseph S. Ammerman
Honorable Doug Walgren
Honorable Robert W. Edgar
Honorable Allen E. Ertel
Honorable Peter H. Kostmayer
Honorable E. G. (Bud) Shuster
Honorable Joseph M. McDade
Honorable Gus Yatron

/NR __ Byers/bjr 9/20/78

Location |

Ruasell viecinlty
Warren County

Pittshurgh f
Allagheny County

Darby
Delaware County

Allenwood vicinity
Union County

0il City
Venango County

Pipersville vicinity

. Bucks County

Hollidaysburg
Blair County

Waymart
Wayne County

Tamaqua ;
Schuylkill County [

State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. Ed Weintraub .

Executive Director, Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commisgsion

P.0, Box 1026

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
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wasco county

The Dallas. DALLES CARNEGIE LIBRARY,
E. 4th and Washin Sts., (12-8-78)

The Dalles. DALLES CIVIC AUDITORIUM,
E. 4th and Federal Sts., (12-12-78)

The Dalles. FIRST WASCO COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, 404 2nd St., (11-16-77)
The Dalles. FORT DALLES SURGEON'S
QUARTERS, 15th and Garrison Sts., (9-!0-

71) PH0OO57657 c.

The Dalles. ST. PETER'S ROM’AN
CATHOLIC CHURCH, 3rd and Lincoln Sts.,
(6-20-74) PHOO57665

The Dalles vicinity. FIVEMILE RAPIDS SITE,
(12-19-74) PHO05764%9

washington county

Beaverton vicinity. JENKINS, BELLE AIN-
SWORTH, ESTATE, 20950 SW. Farmington
Rd., (11 -28: “78)

Forast Grove, SMITH, ALVIN T., HOUSE, S.
Elm St., (11-8-74) PHOO57681 naps.

Forest Grove. TUALATIN ACADEMY (OLD
COLLEGE HALL), Pacific University cam-
pus, (2-12-74) PHOO57703 Hass; G

Hillsboro. OLD SCOTCH CHURCH Scotch
Church Rd., (11-5-74) PH0057673

Hillsboro vicinlty. IMBRIE FARM, NE of Hill-
sboro off U.S. 26, (2-15-77)

Tualatin. SWEEK, JOHN, HOUSE, 18815

S.W. Boones Ferry Rd., (11-8-74)
PH0057690 .

West Union. WEST UNION BAPTIST
CHURCH, W. Union Rd. (7-10-74)
PHOO57711 HaBs.

wheeler county

Fossil. HOOVER, THOMAS BENTON,
HOUSE, 1st St between Adams and-
Washington S{s7, (4-14-78)

Wosco county

The Dalles. INDIAN SHAKER CHURCH AND
GULICK HOMESTEAD, Ict. U.S. 80-N aml
U.S. 197, (4-4-78)

yamhill county

Dayton, HIBBERT, WILLIAM, HOUSE 426
Sth St. (II-SO-?B)

Dayton. SM!TH ANDREW, HOUSE, 306 5th
St., (6-23-76)

Dayton vicinity. COOK, AMOS, HOUSE, NW
of - Dayton on OR 233, (12-31.74)
PHOO057720 nass.

Dayton vicinity. FLE?CHER FRANCIS,
HOUSE, W of ‘Dayton off OR 18, (10- 29-
TS5) HABS,

Dundee. HAG’EY LEVI, HOUSE, Off U.S. 99
(12-19-74) PHO057738 nass.

Lafayette  vicinity. MATTEY, JOSEPH,
HOUSE, W of Lafayette at jct. of ‘Mattey
Lane and Rutherford Rd., (2-15-77)

McMinnville. PIONEER HIILL. LINFIELD
gﬁLLEGE. Linfield College campus, (2-23-

Newberg, MINTHORN, DR. HENRY I,
HOUSE (HERBERT HOOVER ”OUSE).
115 S. River St., (10-29-75)

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF
Charlestonvicinity. H. L. HUNLEY
(SUBMARINE), E of Charleston, (12-29-78),
PENNSYLVANIA

wayne county
Waymart, DELAWARE & HUDSON CANAL

COMPANY GRAVITY RAILROAD DEPOT,
South St., (9-13-78)

NOTICES
PENNSYLVANIA
adams county :
Fairfield, FAIRFIELD INN, Main St., (4-2-
73) PHOOG1051 nass. °
Gettysburg. ADAMS COUNTY

COURTHOUSE, Baltimore and W, Middle
Sts., (10-1-74) PHO061034

Gettysburg. DOBBIN HOUSE, 89 Steinwehr
Ave., (3-26-73) PHOOG1042 -

Gettysburg, GETTYSBURG  NATIONAL
MILITARY PARK, (10-15-66) PH0061069
_HABS, :

Gettysburg, LUTHERAN -THEOLOGICAL

SEMINARY-OLD DORM, Seminary Ridge,
Lutheran Theological Seminary campus, (5-
3-74) PHOO61077 naAns,

‘Gettysburg. PENNSYLVANIA HALL, GET-

TYSBURG COLLEGE, Gettysburg Ccilage
E!.Is. (3-16-72) PHOO061085 HABS.

Gettysburg. SHEADS HOUSE, 331 Buford
Ave., (12-8-76)

Gettysburg and vicinity, GETTYSBURG BAT-
TLEFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT, Town of

Getlgsburg and its environs, (3-19-75)

Gettysburg  vicinity. BLACK  HORSE
TAVERN, W of Gettysburg on PA 116, (3-
30-78) nass.

Gettysburg  vicinity. EISENHOWER NA-
TIONAL HISTORIC SITE, SW edge of Get-
tysburg National Military Park, (11-27-67)

Hanover vicinity, CONEWAGO CHAFEL, 3
mi. NW of Hanover, (1-29-75)

Hunterstown. GREAT CONEWAGO
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Church Rd.,
(12-27-74) PH0051730

McSherrystown vicinity, CONEWAGO MASS
HOUSE, N of McShcrryltnwn on SR 476,
(10-19-78)

New Oxford. JOHN'S BURNT MILL
BRIDGE, SW of New Oxford, over South
Branch of Conewago.Creek, (12-16-74)
PHO140104

allegheny county

Bethel vicinity. MILLER, JAMES, HOUSE, E
of Bethel on Manse Dr., (1-17-75) -

Braddock. CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY OF
BRADDOCK, 419 Library St, (6-19-73)
PHO061140

Bruceton vicinity, EXPERIMENTAL MINE, 8
of Bruceton off Cochran Mill Rd,, (10-18-
)

Bruccton vicinity, EXPERIMENTAL MINE,
U.8. BUREAU OF MINES, S of Bruceton
off Cochran Mill Rd., (10-18.74) (1-2-76)

Churchill, BEULAH PRESBYTERIAN
g.‘!;gf)RCH. Beulah and McCready Rds,, (11-

East Pittsburgh. WESTINGHOUSE,
GEORGE, MEMORIAL BRIDGE, US. 30
at Turtle Creek, (3-28-77)

Edgeworth. SHIELDS, DAVID, HOUSE
(NEWINGTON), Shields Lane, (10-29-75)

Glenshaw. LIGHTNER, ISAAC, HOUSE, 2407
Mt Royal Blvd., (4-20-78)

Heidelberg vlclnity NEVILLE HOUSE, § of
Hel.dclberg on PA 50, (2-5-74) PHOO061204

Natmm Heights vicinity. BURTNER STONE
HOUSE, NW of Natrona Heights on Burtner
Rd., (1-13-72) PHOO61115

Ogkdale vicinity. WALKER-EWING LOG
HOUSE, NE of oakdale on Nablestown Rd
(1 -30-76)

Pittsburgh, ALLEGHENY COUNTY
COURTHOUSE AND JAIL, 436 Grant St.,
(3-7-73) PHOO61093 NuvL; HABS.

. Pittsburgh,

OUTER CONTINEI“AI. SHELF 7571

Pittsburgh. ALLEGHENY WEST HISTORIC
DISTRICT, roughly bounded by Brighton
Rd., Jabok Way, Ridge and Allegheny
Aves., (11-2-78)

Pittsburgh. BURKE BUILDING, 209-211 4th
Ave., (9-18-78) "

Pittsburgh. BUTLER STREET GATEHOUSE,
4734 Butler St., (7-30-74) PHO061 123

Pittsburgh. BYERS-LYONS HOUSE, 901
Ridge Ave., (11-19-74) PHO062821

Pittsburgh. CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY OF
ALLEGHENY, Allegheny Center, (11-1-74)
PHOO61131

Pittsburgh. CATHEDRAL OF LEARNING,
Forbes Ave. and Bigelow Blvd., (11-3-75)

Pittsburgh. DOLLAR SAVINGS BANK, 4th
Ave. and Smithfield St., (7-14-76).

Pittsbur, DUQU.ESNE INCLINE, 1220
Grandview Ave., (3-4.75)

Pittsburgh, EAST LIBERTY MARKET, Centre
Ave. and Baum Blvd,, (12-12-77)

Pittsburgh. EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, North and Allegheny Aves., (5-
3-74) PHOO61158

Pittsburgh. EVERGREEN HAMLET, Ever-
green Hamlet Rd., (9-17.74) PHO061166

Pittsburgh. FORKS OF .THE OHIO, Point
Park, (10-15-66) PHO112453 NuL,

Pittsburgh. FRICK BUILDING AND ANNEX,
437 Grant St., (5-22-78)

Pittsburgh. GARDNER-BAILEY HOUSE, 124
W. Swissvale Ave., (10-1-74) PH0O61 182
HEATHSIDE COTTAGE, 416

Catoma St., (12-30-74) PHO064955

Pittsburgh. HIGHLAND TOWERS APART-
MENTS, 340 S, Highland Ave., (9-28-76)

Pittsburgh. MAIN BUILDING, U.S. BUREAU
. OF MINES, 4800 Forbes Ave., (5-24-74)
PHOD61191

Pittsburgh, MANCHESTER HISTORIC DIS-
TRICT, Irregular pattern contained with
Faulsey, Chateau, Franklin, and Bidwell
Sts., (9-18-75)

Pittsburgh., MEXICAN WAR STREETS
HISTORIC DISTRICT,, Irregular pattern
between Brighteh and Arch Sts. and
between O 'Hern and West Park, (5-28-75)

Pittsburgh. MORELAND-HOFFSTOT
HOUSE, 5057 5th Ave., (2-23-78)

Pittsburgh. OLD HEIDELBERG APART-
MENTS, Braddock Ave. at Waverly St., (5-
4-76)

Pittsburgh. PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
STATION, 1101 Liberty Ave., (4-22-76)

Pittsburgh. PHIPPS  CONSERVATORY,
Schenley Park, (11-13-76)

Pittsburgh. PITTSBURGH & LAKE ERIE

_ RAILROAD STATION, Smithfield St. at
Carson St., (1-11-74) PHO061212 nass.

Pittsburgh. PITTSBURGH ATHLETIC AS-
SOCIATION BUILDING, 4215 5th Ave,,
(12-15-78)

Pittsburgh. ROTUNDA OF THE PENNSYL-
VANIA RAILROAD STATION, 1100
Libe: Ave at Grant St, (4-11-73)
* PHOO6122 1 HaRS,

Pittsbu SHADYSIDE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, Amberson Ave. and Wastmmster
Pl., (4-3- 75)

lebursh SINGER, JOHN F., HOUSE, 1318
Singer PL., (11-13- 74) PH0061255

Pittsburgh. SMITHFIELD STREET BRIDGE,
Smithfield St. at the Monongahela River, (3-
21-74) PHO061263 NHL,

Pittsburgh. SNYDER, WILLIAM PENN,
HOUSE,; 852 Ridge Ava (5-3-76)

Pittsburgh, SOLDIERS AND SAILORS
MEMORIAL HALL, 5th Ave. at' Bigelow

Pittsburgh, ALLEGHENY POST' OFFICE™~ Blvd,, (12-30-74) PH0035068

(OLD NORTH POST OFFICE), Allegheny
Center, (7-27-71) PHO061 107 Hans; 6.

l'lmburgh SOUTH SIDE MARKET BUILD-
ING, 12th and Bingham Sts., (10-14-76)
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Waymart, Penna.
August 1, 1978

Mr., William J. Murtagh

Lanl D,

Keeper of the National Register ffﬁiadgaﬂvv/
. Dk
National Park Service ?~*~Af <f/
5,047
112

Washington, D.C. 20240 W

Reference: Application of the Waymart Gravity Depot for placement
on the National Register

Dear Sir:

The Members of the Waymart Area Bicentennial Committee wish to
make inquiry into the status of the above referenced application.

After receiving your correspondance of March 29, 1978, we were
hopeful of 1978 recognitione.

The Committee is still intact and remains interested in restor-
ing the Depot to present day usefullness as well as retaining its
historic significance.

We will apprecliate your frank appraisal of our application and
welcome comments and suggestions.

Sincerely yours,

Waymart Area Bicentennial Committee

é&aff»z/t,.g/ %éjxe.q_/

Barbara Holmes, Co-Chairman
464 Honesdale Road

= Waymart, Penna. 18472 ,&PJL%?”‘
(7)) cpg-al3Y LA

Lblrme §f hoctron. Comat Co. Jor=7 bolit Pyt Ltymint 2,
St 13, 0a7F sl
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Honoreble Hugh Scott

United States Senate
Washington, D.C,

Deaxr Senator Bnutt::

Thmkymfwmmqummbwofm-a. ﬂﬂ.bm.‘ 8. l'omst aoncu'n:lng

We are pleassd to adviss you that the Delaware Canal was nominated by
the Pennsgylvenia State Historic Preservation Officer and entered in
the National Register on October 29, 197h4. Enclaaed is a leaflet which
descrnaec the luaom mm« pmgrm. ari i

We are including a leaflet describing the Nationa.l Historic Landmarks
progrem. National historic landomaxrks are selected from & series of
bhistoric theme studies conducted by the National Survey of Historic
Sites and Buildings, Each theme study treats a distinet aspect of
Anmerican history such as the War for Independence, commerce, industry,
and political affelrs. To be eligible for landmark status, a site
must possess national significancé in commemeorating or 1llustrating
an event, personality, or development in American history. Data cone-
cerning the Delaware Canal may be sent to Mr. Cornelius Heine, Chief,
Division of Historic and Architectuwral Swrveys, National Park Service,
Department of the Imterior, Washingtom, D.C, 202k0,

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation.
Sincerely yours,

BEG W NEA by L O l_,;,l.}r

Asucoiat al
Director

Bnel . (Constituent's letter returned)

bee: Mr, William J. Wewer
Executive Director
Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission
Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 ) w/c of inc.w

CL




Ostober 21, 197h

Honorable Hugh Scott
United Btates Senate
Washington, D.C.

Dear Senator Scott:
{ 531 2 <r0uas

:-Mum”muWM1ML
mmmm

Wy apzeesiate pmy Ledavest la Wls webler
e s veply AR eum mowliest epgewiasity.

Ronald dE. Walker

Director
L8 (R)) w/incoming
FNP:CRBraxton:erb:10-21-74
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_JR S. FORREST - "THE BIRCHES'® - NEW HOPE, R.D., PA. - 18938
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Honorable Hugh $cott
gzﬁate office Building
washington, D. C. 20510

My dear Senator Scott:

In my personal file there is a letter from you to a dear
friend of mine, Mr, Robert Haynes of Florida, and his letter
to you about a problem which faced as in that state. I am a
former vice-president of the Florida Audubon Society with its
42 chapters, and am now an advisor to the Bucks County Conser=-
vation Alliance, an organization including 24 member groups
with a combined representation of some 20,000 people in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania., 1 am also chairman of the Historical
Comaittee for the Delaware Canal (also known as the Theodore
Roosevelt Park) which extends sixty miles from Easton to Bristol,
This committee has initiated an application to have the canal
area cesignated a llational llistoric Landmark,

Knowing of your interest in the llew Hope area and your
knowledge of the historic structures associated with the canal
along the Delaware River, it is my hope that you agree wi.th our
efforts to obtain such a designation; also, that you would
éndorse our ambition to have this designation granted in acdvance
of the Bicentennial Celebration in this historic area,

Having seen to it that the necessary application procedures
for the Landmark were expedited through the Pennsylvania Historic
& Museum Commission in Harrisburg, I have also communicated with
lathaniel P, Reed, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, and with
Mr. Russell Train of the Environmental Protection Agency. lir.
Train and I took part in dedicating the Reed V/ilderness Seashore
in Florida as a llational Historic Landnark, the first of its kind
in that state.

Would you be willing to write or speak to these gentlemen in
behalf of our Landnark anplication for the Delaware Canal?
Whatever encdorsement you:can add to our application would be very
greatly appreciated by your many constituents who have taken part
in this endeavor.

Indeed it is a pleasure to write about a non-controversial
matter, for I have many letters backing this project, in the
course of preparing the initial submission of papers to :ir,
Wewer and Dr. »urray ilellican in the state offices in Harrisburr,
I have also been in consultation with iir. Zond of the latioral

t i
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Jérvice in Philacelphia and with Mr. Harrington of the
w6nal Historic PeOLSter.

Perhaps -y age of seventy-eight years makes me a bit
impatient to see that this canal--which has been called the

finest in the country today--is soon accorded the protection of
Landmark status,

Lnclosed is a letter which was addressed to

ay husband
thirty years ago--he was president of the Society of llewspaper
Editors and also for fourteen years Assistant Editor and

Executive Director of the ilew York Herald Tribune, The letter,
which is sent to you with his permission, is from Adniral H. E
Yarnell; and I think you will be interested in reading his
predlctlon (written in 1944), He foresaw a period of danger to
the nation that would occur some 30 years after the close of
World War II--that is, at about the present time when wost of the
defense equipaent would have becone obsolete, I would hope that
perhaps you would like this document for your records.

Trusting that I may hear from you concerning your interest
in this Historic Landnark project, I am,

Very 51nce§p

\’\\ \”l tiU'

(Mrs, Wleur S rest )

.

ceeme pwwscrioll O the canal will be included
in the Bicentennial activity. This is Recycled Paper
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/v'\;lLBUR S. FORREST - “THE BIRCHES" - NEW HOPE, R.D., PA. - 18938

September 30, 1974

yonorable Nathaniel P. Reed
2900 woodland Drive, N.W.
washington, D. C. 20008

peat Nathaniel:

Last year during the winter months you suggested that we
have a few minutes together to reach some position on havipg
the sixty-mile-long Delaware Canal put on the Historic Register.
[ presume that after that was done a request for either Landmark
or Site Status would be put forward.

Our country seems to be in such a topsy-turvy condition at
the present time that I am hesitant about what further steps to
pursue about the canal. OQur papers have been approved in Harris-
burg by iir. Wewer and Dr. riurray Nelligan (who used to be in Mr.
Brooks' office in Philadelphia, I have been dealing with
vr. Bond in the Park Service, who spoke recently at our Bucks
County Conservation Alliance about the procedures to be followed.

Perhaps you could find out about how long the process of
the application may take, and advise me its status. This canal
has tremendous historical value, and many of the original taverns,
lock houses, and other structures are still in place=-=~as youl know
from having read the book by C. ¥, Bill Yoder. 1If you have any
suggestions regarding further action that should be taken by the
iistorical Committee of our Alliance (which represents organizations:
pumbering 20,000 members,) please have Nura, your delightful secre-
tary, write me to that effect.

I understand you are going to be in Florida in October--
I certainly regret that I shall miss having a glimpse of you then.
I trust that you and your family have been happy in Washington,
in spite of the tremendous pressures that must be upon you as the
watchdog over all of the parks (including our Theodore Roosevelt
rark, the designation given by Governor Pinchot to the Delaware
River canal.

With affectionate regards to your family, I am,

Sincerely,

F,5. T send this to your home for fear that it might be buried
in all of the correspondence you must receive at your office,

We do so hope that puereffort on the canal will be included
in the Bicentennial activity. This 1s Recycled Paper
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Sincerely,
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~ILBUR S. FORREST - “THE BIRCHES" - NEW HOPE, R.D.,, PA. - 18938

September 30, 1974

The Honorable Mathaniel P. Reed
2900 Woodland Drive, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20008

Dear Nathaniel:

Last year during the winter months you suggested that we
have a few ninutes together to reach some position on having
the sixty-mile=-long Delaware Canal put on the Historic Register,
I presume that after that was done a request for either Landmark
or Site Status would be put forward.

Qur country seems to be in such a topsy-turvy condition at
the present time that I am hesitant about what further steps to
pursue about the canal., Our papers have been approved in Harris-
burg by iir. Wewer and Dr, rurray lelligan (who used to be in irx,
Brooks' office in Fhiladelphia.) I have been dealing with
Mr. Bond in the Park Service, who spoke recently at our Bucks
County Conservation Alliance about the procedures to be followed.

Perhaps you could find out about how long the process of
the application may take, and advise me its status, This canal
has tremendous historical value, and many of the original taverns,
lock houses, and other structures are still in place-~as youl know
from having read the book by C. P. Bill Yoder. TIf you have any
suggestions regarding further action that should be taken by the
Historical Committee of our Alliance (which represents organizations
numbering 20,000 members,) please have Nura, your delightful secre-
tary, write me to that effect.

I understand you are going to be in Florida in October--
I certainly regret that I shall miss having a glimpse of you then.
I trust that you and your family have been happy in Washington,
in spite of the tremendous pressures that must be upon you as the
watchdog over all of the parks (including our Theodore Roosevelt
Park, the designation given by Governor Pinchot to the Delaware
River canal.

With affectionate regards to your family, I am,

Sincerely,

P,S5. I send this to your home for fear that it might be buried
in all of the correspondence you must receive at your office.
T~ P - | R ST = e TN PRI oot o S - il ~ - - v T o 1 i bl




UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

4 NOV 1974

OFFICE OF THE
ADMINISTRATOR

The Honorable Hugh Scott
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Scott:

In response to your inquiry regarding the enclosed
letter from Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest concerning the
Delaware Canal, we checked with the Department of Interior
and learned that the application has been approved. The
Canal went on the National Register of Historic Places
October 29. The Department is investigating to see if it
can further gqualify for National Landmark status.

Thank vou for this opportunity to be of serxrvice. If
you have any further questions, please contact Richard Ford
of my staff, telephone 245-3006.

Sincerely yours,

£ A ] 7 A o
§{,<A=E};Q £ xV/Li ke
Sheldon Meyers
Director
Office of Federal Activities

nclosure
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Respectfully referred for such
consideration as the.attached
communication may warrant, and
for a report in duplicate to

accempany return of enclosure,

By direction of
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United States Senator
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OBl 55,1974

The llonorable Hugh Scott
Senatc Cffice Bullding
Washington, D, C. 20510

My dear Senator Scott:

L]

In my personal file there is a letter from you to a dear
friend of mine, Mr. Robert Haynes of Florida, and his letter
to you about a problem which faced us in that state. 1 am a
former vice-president of the Florida Audubon Society with its
42 chapters, and am now an advisor to the Bucks County Conser-
vation Alliance, an organization including 24 member groups
with a combined representation of some 20,000 people in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, I am also chairman of the Historical
Comnittee for the Delaware Canal (also known as the Theodore
Roosevelt Park) which extends sixty miles from Easton to Bristol,
This committee has initiated an application to have the canal
area cesignated a liational Historic Landmark,

Knowing of your interest in the New Hope area and your
knowledge of the historic structures associated with the canal
alony the Delaware River, it is my hope that you agree with our
efforts to obtain such a designation; also, that you would
endorse our ambition to have this designation granted in advance
of the Dicentennial Celebration in this historic area,

flaving seen to it that the neceasary application procedures

for the Landmark were expedited throuph the Pennsylvania Historic
<

& Museun Commission in Harrlsburg, I have also communicated with

Matli 2l P, Reed, Assistant Secretary o; the luberLOL, and .with
nr. Russell Trcun of_the inviromaental Protection Agency. Mr.
Train and I took part in dedicating the Reed \ilderness Seashore

in E*ulea as a dational Higtoric Lannanc, the first of its kind
in that state,

Li you be willing to write ox ‘lek Lo these "enllu'en 3 56 )

boial oy | Mari. anplisdiion It L, alaware Canal?
e T 5 * BHeOL s et b @ | adgd Lo oy aalel.;_.... ,'.'.f.f‘.'"'“'.fl'ﬁ?".f‘: be very
greatly apprecinted by your many constituents who have taken part
1.1 L CRCIEOaVO Y.
[ e Lt Le a pleasure to write about a non~controversial

matier, for I have many letters backing this project, in the
coursa of preparing the initial subaission of papers to iir,

ad Dr. ruarray Bellican in the state offices in Harrisbure,

have also been in comnsulbation with “r. Beud of the Hationa

e ] =
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Service jn Philadelphia--ard-with-Mr,-Harringtomrof the
-ional Hiistoric Register.

Perhaps =iy ace of seventy-eight years makes me a bit
inpatient to sece that this canal-=which has been called the

finest in the country today~-is soon accorded the protection of
Landmark status,

_ Enclosed is a letter which was addressed to =y husbkband
thirty years ago-=he was president of the Society of Hewspaper
Editors and also for fourteen years Assistant Bditor and
Executive Director of the ilew York Herald Tribune, The letter,
virich is sent to you with his permission, ie fron Adairal H. E.
Yarnell; and I think you will be interested in ren ding his
predlction (vritten in 1944), ile foresaw a period of danger to
the nation that would occur some 30 years after the close of
World War Il--that is, at about the present time when most of the
defense equipaent would have becone obsoletes I would hope that
perhaps you would like this docusient for your records,

L GO PP

Trusting that I may hear from you concerning your interest
in this Historic Landmark project, I am,
N
, p——
\ f e

\\:\\m» \W\l

(trs, Wilbur S¢ T rrest, )
ﬁf h-tuﬂm ....:_'J “‘NW

Very sincer&
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—Bucks County Conservation Alliance

Advisors! Mrs. Wilbur Forrest, Mrs. Lefferts Hutton, Mrs. Robert Batchelder

"The Birches'", R, D, 2
New Hope, Pa. 18938

October 24, 1974

Mr. Charles Harrington

The MNational Register of Historic Places
18th and C Streets, N.W.

Washington, D.C,

Dear dMr. Harrington:

Thank you for your assistance regarding the registering of
the Delaware Canal in Pennsylvania,

e —— —-..\__-_'___

It was most embarrassing for me to learn that the papers had
been returned to Harrisburg on July 7th for some technical revision,
I am enclosing a copy of Mr, Yoder's letter, for your information,
which tells me that Mr, Watson of the Pennsylvania Historic &
Museum Commission will be sending the information that you had
requested by the end of this week,

May I request the privilege of your informing me should your
department not receive this application back from Harrisburg this
month? T had asked the support of Mr, Nathaniel P, Reed, Senator
Hugh Scott, Congressman Biester, and Mr. Russell Train in this
matter, and was most chagrined to learn that the file had been
held up in Harrisburg for three months,

Thank you for your past assistance in this matter,
tiy sincerely, ,

\ \
(Mrs. /Wilbur Se Forrest)

Chairman, Historical Committee
on the’Delaware Canal.

Assn. of American University Women H ?:I‘:;{;f;’::;‘:‘;:g; gﬁ;‘;:'y
Bowman's Hill :
2 MBu ckin‘;::’ﬁ 'g.ﬁgfﬁ‘;;’ Freserve Lower Bucks Canal Conservation Committee
Bueks County Audubon Society fve"h";;""y g"”e-" Watershed Assn.
Bucks County Council League of Women Voters ex ope Chamber of Commerce
Bucks County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs ew Hope Historical Society
Bucks County Federation of Women's Clubs 5 Open Space
Bucks County S.P.C. A. HPIJIM-‘-‘NSH;X Watershed
Delaware Valley Protective Assn, anned Parenthood

Village Improvement Assn.




A PROJECT TO OBTAIN LISTING OF THE DELAWARE CANAL
IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Under sponsorship of the

Delaware Valley Protective Association

Bucks County Conservation Alliance and

) Pennsylvania Canal Society

a speclial committee, chaired by Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest of New
Hope, R.D,, Pa., 18938, 1s preparing the specified forms
necessary to obtain listing of the Delaware Canal in the Na-
tional Register as a National Historic Site or Landmark.

The Delaware Canal, officially designated as the Delaware
Division of the Pennsylvania Canal, extends from Easton, Pa,
to Bristol, Pa., a distance of approximately sixty miles and
forms a connecting link between the Lehigh Canal and the Del-
aware River below tidewater. Throughout its course it closely
parallels the western bank of the Delaware River,

The Delaware Canal is of natiomal historic significance
as it is the only remaining intact remnant of the great towpath
canals that formed the first great transportation system in the
United States. By means of a conveniently adjacent state high~-
way visitors to the canal area have access to its chief points
of interest from which they may visualize the process of
commerce in the more leisurely era of the 19th century, For
nearly one hundred years millions of tons of anthracite coal
were transported over this waterway to Philadelphia and New
York markets, as well as lesser quantities of other commodities
to and from communities along its course. With the exception
of the last 0.7 mile in Bristol, the canal remains today as it
was in the heyday of its commercial activities, including
locks, aqueducts, the famous camel back bridges and long
stretches of the placid waterway. A stroll along its towpath
is a stroll into history.

By good fortune, when in 1940 the canal was returned to the
Commonwealth from private ownership, the canal and adjacent
property, was designated as Roosevelt State Park and placed under
the jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Resources for
use as a recreational area. The countryside adjacent to the
canal i§ rich in historic lore including one of the first iron
furnaces in the Colonies at Derham Furnace together with the
adjacent Durham Cave, many ancient stone buildings and famous
inns, the Thompson-Neely House of Revolutionary fame and the
complex of Washington Crossing State Park memorializing Washing-
ton's great victory at Trenton, to mention a few. In accepting
return of the canal to Commonwealth jurisdiction Gov. Gifford
Pinchot said, "I sign this bill with keen pleasure because it
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has resulted in securing for the people of Pennsylvania what is 5
undoubtedly a most unique and lovely park, probably the only. park 4&
of its kind in the world."

Within the limited annual budgets authorized by the
Legislature each year the Department of Environmental Resources
attempts to keep the canal in reasonable repair. But the con-
tinual enthusiastic cooperation of interested citizens to assure
adequate annual budgets 1s necessary to assure continuity of
this historic area,

Listing of the Delaware Canal in the National Register will
add significant value to its historical status as well as
protection from possible encroachment by government agencies
without due process. The National Historical Preservation Act
also authorlzes Federal grants-in-aid to the States for Historic
Preservation on a matching basis. The cooperation of civic
and historic minded organizations and citizens will materially
assist 1In securing these important features for the protection
and preservation of this historic landmark.

Any organization wishing to sponsor such a plan, would they
be kind enough to send a letter to:

Mrs., Wilbur S. Forrest, Chairman
"The Birches"
New Hope, R.D., Penna. 18938



I ‘* o \\C, \M&»\M

f/ oer 16, 197l

y. 4

/

/ lﬂre. Wilbur S. Forrest

The Birches
New Hope, RD, Pa. 18938

Dear Mrs. Forrest,

This letter refers to the status of the application for entry
of the Delaware Canal on the National Register of Historic Places
and the long delay which has occurred since the original application
was submitted to Harrisburg.

Yesterday, Oct. 15, I had a conversation with William K. Watson,
Historic Sites Survey, for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, from
whom I obtained some of the reasons for the delay. Before the applica-
tion was sent to Washington it was submitted to the Bureau of State
Parks, the present supervisor of the Delaware Canal and Roosevelt
State Park. As Mr. Nelligan said in his covering letter to the Bureau,
"pAlthough it is not necessary for the ... administrator to give his
permission...it is our practice to give them advance notice that
their property is being considered for inclusion on the National
Register." Considerable delay accurred before authorization was obtained
from the Buresu, which was desirable before the application was submitted
to Jashington.

After receipt at Washington the application was handled by the
Review Staff, reorganized within the past year with an entirely new
staff, according to Mr. Watson, headed by Charles Harrington. This
staff criticized the definition of the property as presented in the
application. It was stated that a series of rectangles must be provided,
each defined by coordinates of longitude and latitude and each
specifying the extent of land owned by the State on each side of the
canal. Due to the curviture of the canal this will require somewhere
in the neighborhood of L0 to 50 rectangles, according to Mr. Watson.
When he applied to the Bureau of State Parks for information on land
ownership he was told it is not available in the Bureau. That was the
status of the application when I phoned Mr. Watson yesterday.

I recalled to Mr. Watson that Russel S. Paetzel, first and long
time superintendent of the canal and Roosevelt State Park, gave me
information on the extent of State ownership. On the berm side State
ownership extends to a minimum of 8 feet from the canal bank while
on the towpath side it extends to an average of 1l feet. At certain
locations, specified in the application, the State owns the lock
houses and adjacent properties although the acreages are not available.
The State has also acquired picnic and recreational areas in other
locations. I also told Mr. Watson that considerable irritation is
developing among many Bucks County citizens because of the long and
apparently unnecessary delay in getting this application approved.

o




Mr. Watson said he will use the figures I submitted to prepare
the rectangles demanded by the Review Staff and resubmit the application
to Washington. He requested that a week, from Oct. 15, be allowed
for the application to clear his office. I gained the impression that
there is a general opinion that the Review Staff is being arbitrary
and capricious in their demands regarding property specifications,
particularly as they apply to a 60 mile canal, that have no significant
merit with respect to the National Register.

Please understand, Mrs. Forrest, that the above is my personal
evaluation of the information I obtained.

Cordially yours,

C. P. Yoder
L6 So. Elm St.
Nazareth, Pa. 1806l
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Hre. Wilbur 5. Forrest
Chairmen, Nisterissl Committee
The Birehes, R. D. 2

Bew Bope, Femmsylvania 18938

Dear ¥Mxs. Foxreast:

Thank you for youwr recest letter sesmssrning the nemimatien of the
Hummmwnmmurm. We are
P to se you that this property was entered i{a ths Eatieamsl
Registar on Osteder 29, 1974,

Ve sppresiste yout imterest fa histevic preservation.
Sincevely youws,

ce: Mr, Willism J. Wewer
Executive Director
Pennsylvania Historieal
and Mueum Commission
Bex 1026
Harrisburg, Pemnsylvania 17120
FNP:J Thorman:bsh 11/11/74
bec: Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Region )
Director's Reading File
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R )

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR
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noreble Huszh Scott :

United States Genats

Washington, D.C,

Dear Senator Scott:

Thank you for your inquiry on behalf of Mrs, Wilbur S, Forrest concerning
the Delayare Canal which extends from Easton to Bristol, Pemnsylvonia,

——

We are pleased to advise you that the Delawvare Canal was nominated by
the Pennsylvanla State Historic Preservation Ci{ficer and entered in
the National Register on October 29, 1974, Enclosed 1s a leaflet which
degcribes the lational Keygister progreain,

We are including a leaflet deseribing the National listoric Landmarks
program, National historie landmarks are gselected from a series of
historic theme studies conducted by the Hational Survey of Historic
Sites and Buildings, Each thewme study treats a distinct aspect of
American history such as the Var for Independence, commerce, industry,
and political atffalrs, To be eligible for landmark status, a site
must possess national significance in commemorating or illustrating
an event, personalify, or development in American history., Data cone
cerning the Delaware Canal may be sent to Mr, Cornelius Heine, Chief,
Division of Historic and Architectural Swrveys, Hational Park Service,
Department of the Iaterior, Washingtonm, D.C., 20240,

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation,

Sincerely yours,
/S/ Ernest Allen Comnally

Kssopiate Director

— (Constituent's letter returned)

bee: Mr, William J, Wewer
Executive Director
Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission
Box 1026
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 ) w/c of inc.w

CL



» HUGH SCOTT
PENNSYLVANIA

VWlnifed Diates Denate

WASHINGTON, D.C.

0CT 11 1974

Respectfully referred for such

consideration as the. attached

= - -

communication may warrant, and
for a report in duplicate to

accompany return of enclosure.

By direction of

Mgl e

United States Senator
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MRS, WILBUR S. FORREST - *THE BIRCHES™ - NEW HOPE, R.D., PA. - 18938
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The Honorable Hugh Scott
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

{y dear Senator Scott:

In my personal file there is a letter from you to a dear
friend of mine, Mr. Robert Haynes of Florida, and his letter
to you about a problem which faced as in that state. I am a
former vice~president of the Florida Audubon Society with its
42 chapters, and am now an advisor to the Bucks County Conser-
vation Alliance, an organization including 24 member groups
with a combined representation of some 20,000 people in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania. I am also chairman of the Historical
Comnittee for the Delaware Canal (also known as the Theodore
Roosevelt Park) which extends sixty miles from Easton to Bristol.
This comnittee has initiated an application to have the canal
area designated a ational Historiec Landmark.

Knowing of your interest in the lew Hope area and your
knowledge of the historic structures associated with the canal
along the Delaware River, it is my hope that you agree with our
efforts to obtain such a designation; also, that you would
endorse our ambition to have this designation granted in advance
of the Bicentennial Celebration in this historic area,

Having seen to it that the necessary application procedures
for the Landmark were expedited through the Pennsylvania llistoric
& Museum Commission in Harrisburg, I have also communicated with
Nathaniel P. Reed, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, and with
Mr. Russell Train of the Environmental Protection Agency. Llir,
Train and I took part in dedicating the Reed V/ilderness scashore

in Florida as a llational Historic Landmark, the first of its kind
in that state.

Would you be willing to write or speak to these gentlemen in
behalf of our Landmark application for the Delaware Canal?
Whatever encorsenent you:rcan add to our application would be very

greatly appreciated by your many constituents who have taken part
in this endeavor,

Indeed it is a pleasure to write about a non-controversial
matter, for I have many letters backing this project, in the
course of preparing the initial subamission of papers to iir.
wewer and Dr, Murray iiellizan in the state offices in Harrisburc.
I have also been in consultation with :{r. Zond of the liational



Park Service in Philacdelphia and with Mr, Harrington of the
liational Historic Register,

Perhaps 1y age of seventy-eight years makes me a bit
impatient to see that this canal--which has been called the

finest in the country today--is soon accorded the protection of
Landmark status,

Enclosed is a letter which was addressed to miy husband
thirty years ago--he was president of the Society of llewspaper
Editors and also for fourteen years Assistant Editor and
Executive Director of the ilew York Herald Tribune. The letter,
which is sent to you with his permission, is from Admiral H. E,
Yarnell; and I think you will be interested in reading his
preclctlon (written in 1944), He foresaw a period of danger to
the nation that woulé occur some 30 years after the close of
World War II--that is, at about the present time when wmost of the
defense equipnent would have become obsolete, I would hope that
perhaps you would like this document for your records.

Trusting that I way hear from you concerning your interest
in this Historic Landnmark project, I am,

Ve 51ncer A
Ty > s

“\ \/b,;i r :‘-r,
M i 1 U.'-J,\\‘

(Mrs. wlLbur S ‘oxrest, )
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Nrs. Wiler 6. Vorrest

Chairman, Mstsrisel Cassitese
The Dirches, N, B. 2

Inrlqun.nuu-vmn-wn 12938
"fl-ﬁ ﬂi;m
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ncton, J.C.

Thanh you for your recent letter concerning the nomination of the
%Eyugmgjhlﬁllnwuun!uuantlIbmhnurcllunannn'ﬂuun. Ve are
- cnm.ilnnn‘rmllyun|nnn:ctmnln'FMNur-nntnmnm-l1n;thniuu13-1
!nmun3t1mlﬂ!uﬂn' 29, 1974,

Lhe Dol Ifcaiits pii interest i Ifstevis m

@eldd io Wadagneh 2t you ha
' ' deting, Seeper of the Nstiemsl
' ay e m of your informing me should
‘ M. Willdem J. Wewer

Executive Director

| Pennsylvania Historical
\ ; and Mueun Commigsion
\ | Box 1026
I', THy3i8 v Thorman: bth 11:)'11[7& q}s ance in this natter,
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577‘ és Coszy Comerwz‘zofz Alliance

Advisors: Mrs. Wilbur Forrest, Mrs. Lefferts Hutron, Mrs. Robert Batchelder

"The Birches", R, D. 2
New Hope, Pa, 18938

October 24, 1974

Mr. Charles Harrington

The llational Recister of Historic Places
18th ancd C 3treets, KN.W.

Washington, D.C.,

Dear »r, Harrington:

Thank you for your assistance rezarding the registering of
the Delaware Canal in Pennsylvania.,

It was most ewbarrassing for me to learn that the papers had
been returned to Harrisburg on July 7th for some technical revision,
I am enclosing a copy of iir., Yoder's letter, for your information,
which tells me that xr, Jatson of the Fennsylvania iistoric &
tuseun Comnission will be sending the information that you had
requestec by the end of this week,

May I request the privilese of your informing me should your
department not receive this application back from iHarrisburg this
month? I had asked the support of &r., ilathaniel P. Reed, Senator
Hugh Scott, Congressman Biester, and iir, Russell Train in this
matter, and was most chansrined to learn that the file had been
held up in Harrisburg for three months.,

Thank you for your past assistance in this matter,

Very sincerely, //

\““ Ay \ A¢ﬁﬁﬁ

(¥rs, Wilbur /S, Forrest)
Chairman, Historical Committee
on the-'Delaware Canal,

Historic Carversville Society
Hutton Recycling Circle
Lower Bucks Canal Conservation Committee
Neshaminy Valley Watershed Assn.
New Hope Chamber of Commerce
New Hope Historical Society
Open Space

Assn, of Amerlcan University Women
Bowman's Hill State Wildflower Preserve
Buckingham Civic Assn.

Bucks County Audubon Saciety
Bucks County Council League of Women Voters
Bucks County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs
Bucks County Federation of Women's Clubs P ;

Buicks County S.P.C.A. aunacussing Watershed

: % Planned Parenthood
Delaware Valley P 2
5 aliey Pratective Asn. Viillage Improvement Assn.
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A PROJECT TO OBTAIN LISTING OF THE DELAWARE CANAL
IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Under sponsorship of the

Delaware Valley Protective Association

Bucks County Conservation Alliance and

. Pennsylvania Canal Society

a special committee, chaired by Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest of New
Hope, R.D,, Pa., 18938, is preparing the specified forms
necessary to obtain listing of the Delaware Canal in the Na-
tional Register as a National Historic Site or Landmark.

The Delaware Canal, officially designated as the Delaware
Division of the Pennsylvania Canal, extends from Easton, Pa.
to Bristol, Pa., a distance of approximately sixty miles and
forms a connecting link between the Lehigh Canal and the Del-
aware River below tidewater., Throughout its course it closely
parallels the western bank of the Delaware River,

The Delaware Canal is of national historic significance
as it is the only remaining intact remnant of the great towpath
canals that formed the first great transportation system in the
United States, By means of a conveniently adjacent state high-
way visitors to the canal area have access to its chief points
of interest from which they may visualize the process of
commerce in the more leisurely era of the 19th century. For
nearly one hundred years millions of tons of anthracite coal
were transported over this waterway to Philadelphia and New
York markets, as well as lesser quantities of other commodities
to and from communities along its course., With the exception
of the last 0.7 mile in Bristol, the canal remains today as it
was in the heyday of its commercial activities, including
locks, aqueducts, the famous camel back bridges and long
stretches of the placid waterway. A stroll along its towpath
1s a stroll into history.

By good fortune, when in 1940 the canal was returned to the
Commonwealth from private ownership, the canal and adjacent
property, was designated as Roosevelt State Park and placed under
the jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Resources for
use as a recreational area. The countryside adjacent to the
canal is rich in historic lore including one of the first iron
furnaces in the Colonies at Derham Furnace together with the
adjacent Durham Cave, many ancient stone buildirgs and famous
inns, the Thompson-Neely House of Revolutionary fame and the
complex of Washington Crossing State Park memorializing Washing-
ton's great victory at Trenton, to mention a few, In accepting
return of the canal to Commonwealth jurisdiction Gov. Giiford
Pinchot said, "I sign this bill with keen pleasure because it



resulted in securing for the people of Pennsylvania what is
,oubtedly a most unique and lovely park, probably the only. park

;, its kind in the world."

Within the limited annual budgets authorized by the
Legislature each year the Department of Environmental Resources
attempts to keep the canal in reasonable repair. But the con-
tinual enthusiastic cooperation of interested citizens to assure
adequate annual budgets is necessary to assure continuity of

this historic area.

Listing of the Delaware Canal in the National Register will
add significant value to its historical status as well as
protection from possible encroachment by government agencies
without due process. The National Historical Preservation Act
also authorizes Federal grants-in-aid to the States for Historic
Preservation on a matching basis. The cooperation of civic
and historic minded organizations and citizens will materially
assist in securing these important features for the protection
and preservation of this historic landmark.

Any organization wishing to sponsor such a plan, would they
be kind enough to send a letter to:

Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest, Chairman

"The Birches"
New Hope, R,D,, Penna., 18938
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Wilbur S. Forrest
Birches
.w Hope, RD, Pa. 18938

Dear Mrs. Forrest,

This letter refers to the status of the application for entry
o of the Delaware Canal on the National Register of Historic Places
and the long delay which has occurred since the original application
was submitted to Harrisburg.

Yesterday, Oct. 15, I had a conversation with Williem K. Watson,
Historic Sites Survey, for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, from
whom I obtained some of the reasons for the delay. Before the applica-
tion was sent to Washington it was submitted to the Bureau of State
Parks, the present supervisor of the Delaware Canal and Roosevelt
State Park. As Mr. Nelligan said in his covering letter to the Bureau,
"Although it is not necessary for the ... administrator to give his
permission...it is our practice to give them advance notice that
their property is being considered for inclusion on the National
Register." Considerable delay accurred before authorization was obtained
from the Bureau, which was desirable before the application was submitted
to Jashington.

After receipt at Wwashington the application was handled by the
Review Staff, reorganized within the past year with an entirely new
staff, according to Mr. Watson, headed by Charles Harrington. This
staff criticized the definition of the property as presented in the
applicstion. It was stated that a series of rectangles must be provided,
each defined by coordinates of longitude and latitude and each
specifying the extent of land ownec by the State on each side of the
canal. Due to the curviture of the canal this will require somewhere
in the neighborhood of L0 to 50 rectangles, according to Mr. Watson.
When he appvlied to the Bureau of State Parks for information on land
ownership he was told it is not available in the Bureau. That was the
status of the application when I phoned Mr. Wwatson yesterday.

I recalled to Mr. Watson that Russel S. Paetzel, first and long
time superintendent of the canal and Roosevelt State Park, gave me
information on the extent of State ownership. On the berm side State
ownership extends to a minimum of 8 feet from the canal bank while
on the towpath side it extends to an average of 1l feet. At certain
locations, specified in the application, the State owns the lock
houses and adjacent properties although the acreages are not available.
The State has also acquired picnic and recreational areas in other
locations. I also told Mr. Watson that considerable irritation is
developing among many Bucks County citizens because of the long and
apparently unnecessary delay in getting this application approved.



Mr. Watson said he will use the figures I submitted to prepare
rectangles demanded by the Review Staff and resubmit the application
Washington. He requested that a week, from Oct. 15, be allowed
or the application to clear his office. I gained the impression that
there is a general opinion that the Review Staff is being arbitrary
and capricious in their demends regording property specifications,
particularly as they apply to a 60 mile canal, that have no significant
merit with respect to the National Register.

Please understand, Mrs. Forrest, that the above is my personal
evaluation of the information I obtained.

Cordially yours,

C. P. Yoder

L6 So. Elm St.
Nazareth, Pa. 1806l
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