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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gravity Railroad Depot at Waymart is a one story gable roof structure 
measuring 44'5" by 24'5". The medium gable roof has a plain cornice of 10" with an 
overhang of 2411

• The roof was originally covered with wooden shingles but these have 
been replaced with strip asphalt shingles. 

The exterior walls are covered with 1' wide vertical boards with 2 3/411 vertical 
battens. The foundation is stone. Several of the foundation stones are missing but the 
banked earth and strong construction have prevented the structure from settling. 

Windows in the depot are 9 over 9 with plain wooden frames and sills. The front of 
the building (gable-end south) is three bays wide. Two, 9 over 9 window flank a center 
doorway. This door has a plain frame and is pannelled. The north end of the building has 
no windows. Originally a 61 by 6' frame privy was attached to this end. This was removed 
in the 19401s. The east side (facing the track) originally had three windows and a large 
sliding freight door. One of the windows has been removed and a 81 11" wide, 8' high door 
is now in its place. The west side has four windows and one large freight door. Presently 
the door is not used and has been nailed shut. 

Originally the depot had overhanging dormers on the east and west sides. These 
dormers covered a 10" x 10" beam which were mortised into the purlin beams and 
extending out over sidewall and cornice. This beam extended 4 feet past the roof edge 
over the tracks. Block and tackle with ropes and pulleys were used to lift freight from 
rail cars into the freight area of the depot. These dormers were removed circa 1940. 

The interior of the depot is divided into two parts. The front area (south) was the 
office and passenger section. The rear area was used for freight storage. A rough-sewn 
hemlock board wall separates the two areas. 

The front area measures 141 by 23' 2½ 11 with a 10' 2" ceiling. The walls have 37½" 
high wainscoating. The floor in this section is tongue and groove 7 /8" thick with widths of 
2" to 3¾". The walls are horse hair plaster on wood lath covered with wall paper. In 
recent years the wall paper has been painted. This front section has changed little since 
its construction. This section was heated by a pot belly stove which is still present. 

The rear or storage areas measures 24' by 29' and has inner walls of rough sewn 
hemlock. The ceiling is open and the exposed rafters are 311 wide by 6" high spaced 
approximately 27" apart. 

Floor boards are 1" x 2" hardwood, possibly elm. The subfloor is of 2" plank. The 
section is also unchanged except for poor condition of sub flooring due to use of building in 
recent St~ars for storage of borough vehicles. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The development and construction of the Delaware and Hudson Canal and Gravity 
Railroad system was directly related to the need for transporting anthracite coal from the 
Lackawanna County (Carbondale) mines to the market in New York City. 

Maurice and William Wurt, owners of the mines, engaged Benjamin Wright, engineer 
of the Erie Canal, to take measures to have a proper survey of running level carried over 
the country from "tide-water of the Hudson River, at the mouth of the Wallkill, up the 
valley of the Rondout and thence over to the Delaware River, and thence up the same to 
the conflunce of the Lackawaxen to a point as near the coal mines as possible", in order to 
ascertain a system of slack-water navigation, and for the purpose of securing a basis for 
an estimation of the cost of such work. 

Due to finanicial necessity the Wurt brothers in 1825 formed the corporation known 
as the "Delaware and Hudson Canal Company". The thrity-four sections for the canal 
were advertised to be let in July, 1825. The 108 miles of canal with its 108 locks was 
completed in 1828. 

Upon obtaining fuller knowledge of the high lands it was decided to make the 
Dyberry Forks (now Honesdale) the western terminus of the canal and to unite that point 
with the mines by a railroad about 15 miles in length. The D and H managers decided upon 
building a railroad in 1826. Construction commenced in 1827, and was opened on August 
8, 1829. 

The entire length of the railroad from the mines to the canal basin was sixteen and 
seven-eights miles. At the time the road was built it was calculated to afford ample 
facilities for transporting one hundred thousand tons of coal per year, that quantity being 
deemed as great as it was needful to provide for. Over its imperfect track, constructed of 
hemlock stringers and laid with straprails the first load of coal passed on October 9, 1829. 

The original Gravity starting from the mouth of the mines at Carbondale an 
elevatjon of 1,200 feet, rose to an elevation of 1,907 at the Moosic Mountain summit 
through a series of five planes and the intervening levels. The road then descended the 
east side of the mountain by three planes and levels to an elevation of 985 feet at 
Honesdale. 
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It was orignally expected to make use of locomotive power on the three long levels, 
and to use horse power on the other levels between the planes. Three locomotives were 
made for the company in England under the directions of Horatio Allen, and brought up 
the canal to Honesdale to be used on the railroad. The Robert Stephenson Company built 
the "America", the Foster, Rastrick Company the "Stourbridge Lion", the "Delaware", and 
the "Hudson". The Stourbridge Lion became the most famous as it was the first of its kind 
to run in the United States. 

Waymart was plane no. 7 on the original gravity. From the openiig up to 1863 the D 
& H piled here the coal that was run from the mines after the close of canal navigation in 
the fall, as high as one hundred thousand tons being stored here. Upon the opening of 
navigation in the spring it was weighed and transported to the canal basin in Honesdale. 
Hence the name of our community stems from weigh-market to Waymart. This gave 
employment to a large number of men. After 1863 this dumping ground was not used, the 
coal was stored at Honesdale. 

The Gravity Railroad development may be divided into three major phases; 1829-
The Original Gravity; 1841-1844 - Changes to the Gravity east of the mountains and 
changes to planes west of the mountains; and 1866 - Alterations of planes on the east 
slope providing independent movement of "loaded" and "light" cars. 

As the productivity of the mines increased considerable demand was placed on the 
canal and the railroad. Locks and tracks were re-designed. 

In 1856 the entire Gravity line from Carbondale to Waymart was rebuilt. After 
these changes Waymart was plane no. 12, and after more alterations in 1866 Waymart was 
"loaded" plane no. 18, "light" plane no. 12. 

The Waymart Gravity Depot was built in 1875 to accommodate freight other than 
coal. This 100 year old building is the only existing Depot remaining of this pioneer 
railroad. Although repair shops for the railroad are still standing in Carbondale, we feel 
its preservation is historically important to our area. The development of our area from a 
forested region in 1800 to a Borough by 1851 is directly related to the 16 7 /8 miles of 
Gravity Railroad. The Waymart Borough purchased the building from the D & H Company 
in 1900 for $125. The building was moved 150 feet to its present site, which was also part 
of original railbed. The building was used as a Town Hall until the 1940's, since then 
because of its general condition its been used as a Borough garage. Very little has been 
done to change its original appearance. 
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Passenger service began in 1877. Passenger cars in regular year round service were 
flat-roofed, without clerestories (restrooms), and were equipped with two four wheeled 
trucks. Baggage was carried in the head car which was usually a combination coach. 
Trains were allowed speeds up to 35 mph, and had a crew of three men. 

On January 3, 1899, the railroad operated for the last time in its entirety as a 
gravity line. Records indicate that 4012 coal and other cars were scrapped, the summer 
excursion cars as well as the regular passenger cars were bought up by people as out­
buildings or summer cottages. 

The steam railroad continued to operate until 1931, at which time coal traffic was 
just a trickle and passenger travel was virtually nonexistant. On August 20, 1931 the last 
standard gauge train made its run over the original Gravity right-of-way, almost 102 years 
to the day since the opening of that pioneer railroad. 



//)11/IJJ/J,€1 &,f'/J;,Ty ':b:.,rr 

/fESEiJT Ex 1£ 1~,e. " 



.1 

. . ' . . . 

SEP 13 1978 

Delaware & Hudson Canal Company 
Gravity Raiiroad Depot 
Wayne County PP.. MAR 2 21978 f n~ 
PD: 1976 (J 

PC: Waymart Bicentennial Comm. 
PV: fromt and east facades today 

-

~~~r:-
~-i 

. . . . 

._. : ,;·.~ .. . -. ·- ' 

·i 
.\ 

~ - , ·• 

DORFLINGER APPLIANCE STORE 

WAYMART, PA. 18472 

. ' . 

) 



if)/JyflJIM?.T Gl?M; Ty ~epol 

/tf 8 EA.)T I tJ TeR, o~ 

f/J ~S. e,µ7E,e See_ T, o~ 

(?J 



.. . 

, . 
. ' 

elawarP- & Hudson CaD,i 1 C rn any 
GravityRa· road Dep 
Wayne County, PA. ?2~ 
PD : l 76 J13 
PO: Waymar Bic ~ nnjal Comm. 
PV: interior of station whowing 

· , pot-be 1 y stove 

.. . . ' 

DORFLINGER APPLIANCE STORE 

WAYMART, PA. 18472 

... . .. . . ' 



:JI. 8 EiTet:! ttM2 ;rl:,-11.12... 

,) (<1 d l 9 I .<)1:J L i)t i'L<.t Ny') 

" 



. . 

.. . ' 

SEP 13 1978 

Delaware & Hudson Canal Company 
Grav· t · Railroad D ct 
Wayn e G unty ,..1 PA. MAR 2 1 7 PD : ci~ca 1 800 
PC : tal..:en f J;'om postcard J ~ 3 
PV: view of track with depot 
on left 

. •, , . ' 



\a ~6()4 

72 

~ "' 
~ ~ 
(l ~ 

De laware t Hudso n Ca al Company 
Gravi y Railroad Dpt 
Wayne Gounty 
Zn 18 N4603100 

£465720 

LODORfil 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
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E. 4th and Washington Sts., ( \2-8-78) 
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(6-20-74) PH0057665. 

The Dalles vicinity. FIVEMILE RAPIDS SITE, 
( 12-19-74) PH0057649 

Washington count)' 
~averton vicinity. JENKINS, BELL£ AIN• 

SWORTH, ESTATE, 20950 SW. Farmington 
Rd., ( 11-28:78) ' 

Forest Orove. SMITH, ALVIN T., HOUSE, S. 
Elm St., (11-8-74) PHOOS7681 HABS. 

Forest Grove. TUALA.TIN ACADEMY (OLD 
COLLEGE HALL), Pacific Univenity cam• 
pus, (2- \ 2-74) PH00S7703 HA.BS; o. 

Hillsboro. OU) SCOTCH CHURCH, Scotch 
Church Rd., 01-5-74) PH0057673 

Hillsboro vicinity. IMBRIE FARM, NE of Hill-
sboro otr U.S. 26, (2-15-77) · 

Tualatin. SWEEK, JOHN, HOUSE, 18815 
S.W. Boones Ferry Rd., (11-8-74) 
PH005769.0 o. . 

West Union. WEST UNION BAn'IST 
CHURCH, . w: Union Rd., (7-10-74) 
PH00577 I 1 HA.BS. 

wheeler county 
Fossil. HOOVER, THOMAS BENTON, 

HOUSE, 1st ~ between Adama and · 
Washington Sts:", ( 4-14-78) 

wo.rco county 
The Dal\es-. IND/AN SHAKER CHURCH AND 

GULICK HOMESTEAD, Jct. U.S. 80~N and 
U.S. 197_, (4-4-78) 

yanahlll counry 
Dayton. HIBBE.RT, WILLIAM, HOUSE, 426 

5th St., ( 11-30-78) . 
Dayton. SMITH, ANDREW, HOUSE, 306 5th 

St,, (6-23-76) . 
Dayton vicinity. COOK, AMOS, HOUSE, NW 

of· Dayton on OR · 233, (12-31-74) 
PH0057720 HA.BS. . 

l;layton vicinity. FLETCHER, FRANCIS, 
HOUSE, W of·Dayton off OR 18, (10-29-
75) HA.BS,. . • 

Dundee. HA.GEY, LEVI, HOUSE, Off U.S. 99, 
(12-19-741 PHOOS7738 HA.BS. 

Lafayette vicinity. MATTEY, JQSEPH, 
HOUSE, W of Lafayette at jct. of Mattey 
Lane and Rutherford Rd., (2-IS-77) 

McMinnville, l'/ONEER HALL, LINFIELD 
COLLEGE, Llnfleld College campus, (2;23. 
78) 

Newberg. MINTHORN, DR. HENRY J., 
HOUSE (HERBERT HOOVER HOUSE), 
I IS S. River St., ( 10-29-75) 

OUTII CONTINEN1'AL SH~ 
Charlestoni,u:tnlly. H. L. HUNLEY 

(SUBMARINE), E ofCharlestpn, ( 12-29-?B). 

PENt!!SYLYANIA 
way,ie county 

Waymart, DEi.AWA.RE & 1'UDSON CANAL 
COMPANY GRAVITY RAILROAD DEPOT, 
South St., (9-13-78) · 

N011CES OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 7571 

P'ENNSfl:VANIA Pittsburgh. AlLEGHSNY WEST HISTORIC 
D/STRIC'(, roughly bound.ed hy Brighton 

adam.s cou11ty Rd., Jabok Way, Ridge and All.egheny 
Fairfield. FAIRFIELD INN, Main St., (4-2- Aves., (I t-2-78 ) , 

7l) PH00610SI NABS. . Pittsbu'rgh. BURKE BUILDING, 209-21 1 4th 
Geuyaburg. ADAMS COUNTY Ave., (9-18-78) · 

COURTHOUSE, Baltimore and W. Middle Pimburgh. BUTlE.R STREET GATEHO(}SE, 
Stll., ( 10:1-74) PH0061034 4734 Butler St., (7-30-74) PH0061123 

Gettyaburg, DOBBIN HO"USE, 89 SteJnwehr Plttsb~r,gh. BYERS-LYONS HOUSE, 901 
Ave. , (3-26-73) PH006l042 · ~idge Ave., ( 11-19-74) PH0062821 

Gettysburg. GETTYSBURG NATIONAL Plltsburgh. CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY OF 
MILITARY PARK, (IO-IS-66) PH006L069 AI. LEGHENY, Allegheny Center, (ll-1-74) 

.JIABS, • . PH006 I 13 I 
Gettysburg, LUTHERAN · THEOLOGICAL f.i1tsburgh. CATHEDRAL OF LEARNING. 

. SEMINARY-OLD DORM, Seminary Ridge, . forbes Ave. and Bigelow Blvd., ( 11-3-75) 
Lutheran Theological Semina,ry campus, (5- Pittsburgh. DOlLAR SAVINGS BANK, 4th 
3-74) PH0061077 HA89. . Ave. and Smithfield St., (7-14-76) , 

"Gettysburg. l'ENNSY.LIIANIA HALL1 GE·T- Pittsburgh. DUQUESNE INCLINE, 1220 
TYSBURG COLLEGE., Gettysburg College Grandview Ave., (3-4-75) 
cainp\111, (3-16-72) PH006108S RABS. Pittsburgh. EAST UBERTY MARKET, Centre 

Gettysburg. SHEADS HOUSE, 331 Buford Ave. and Baum Blvd., ( 12-12-77) 
Ave., (12-8-76) Pittsburgh. EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL 

Gettysburg and vicinity. GETTYSBURG BAT- CHURCH, North and Allegheny Aves., (S-
TLEFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT, Town of 3-74) PH0061 IS8 
Gettysburg and its rmvirollll, (3-19-75) Pittsburgh. EVERGREEN 1/AMLET, Ever-

Oettysburg vicinity. .BLACK HORSE green Hamlet Rd., (9-17-74) PH0061166 
TAVERN, W of Gettysburg on PA 116, (3- Pittsburgh. FORKS OF. THE OHIO, Point 
30-78) HA8S, Park, ( 10-15-66) PH0l 124S3 NHL, 

Oenysburg Yicinity. EISENHOWER NA- Pittsburgh. FRICK BUILDING AND ANNEX, 
TIONAL HISTORIC SITE, SW edge of Oct• 437 Grant St., (5-22-78) 
tysburg National Military Park, ( 11-27-{>7) Piltsburgh. GARDNER-BA.I LEY HOUSE, 124 

Hanover vicinity. CONEWAGO CHAPEi:,, 3 W. Swls$vale Ave., (l<r-1 -74) PH006I 182 
mi.NWorHanover,(1-29-7S) , Pittsburgh, HEATHS/DE COTTAGE, 416 

Hunterstawn. GREAT CONEWAGO Catoma St., ( 12-30-74) PH006495S 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Church Rd., Pittsburgh. If/OHLAND .TOWERS A.PAR1'-
( 1~-27-74) PH00Sl730 MENTS, 340 S. Highland Ave., (9-28-76) 

McSherrystown vicinity. CONEWAGO MASS Pittsburgh. MAIN BlJILD/NG, U.S. BUREAV 
HOUSE, N of McSherry110wn on SR 476, , OF MINES, 4800 Poroea Ave., (S-24-74) 
(10-19-78) . PH0061191 . 

New <hford. JOHN'S BURNT MILL Pittsburgh, MANCHESTER HISTORIC DJS. 
BRIDGE, SW of New Oxford, over South TR/CT, Irregular pattern contain11d with 
.l;lranch of Conewago.Creek, 02-16-74) Faulsey, Cha~au, Frank1in, a.nd Bidwell 
PH0140l04 Sts., (9-18-75) 

Plltsburgh. MEX.ICAN WAR STREE_TS 
, allegh~ny count)' HISTORIC DISTRICT., Irregular ·pattern 

Bethel vicinity. MfUER, JAM£S, HOU.SE, £ between Brightqfi and Arch Sts. and 
or Bethel on Manse: or·., (1-11-75) · between O 'Hem and West Park, (S-28-7S) 

Braddock. CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY OF Pittsburgh. MORELAND-HOFFSTOT 
BRADDOCK, 419 Library S1., (6-19-73) HOUSE, 5057 Sth Ave., (2-21-78) 
PH0061140 Pittsburgh. OLD HEIDELBERG APART-

Bruceton vicinity, EXPERIMENTAL MINE, S MENTS, Braddock Ave. ,u Waverly St., (S-
o! Bruceton ofl' Cochran Mill Rd ., (10-18- 4-76) 
77) Pittsburgh. PENNSYLVANU RAil.ROA D 

Brucc,ton vicinity, EXPERfMENTAL MINE, STATION, I 101 Liber:ty Ave., (4-22-76) 
U.S. BUREAU OF MINES, S or Bruceton Pittsburgh. PHIPPS CONSBRVATOR1', 
otTCochra.n Mill Rd., ( 10,18,74) ( 1-2-76) Schenley Park, (11 •13-76) 

Churchill. BEULAH PRESBYTERIAN Pitt&burgh. PITTSBURGH &: l,.AKE £RI£ 
CHURCH, Beulah and McCready P.da., ( l l- RAILROAD STATION, Smithfield St. at 
3-75) . Can;on St., (1-11 -74) PH006121'2 H.ABS. 

·East Pittsburgh. W£ST(NGHOUSE. PittBburgh. PITTSBURGH ATHLETIC AS-
GEORGE, MEMORIAL BRIDGE, U.S. 30 SOCIATION BUILDING, 4215 Sth Ave., 
ai: Turtle Creek, (3-28-77) ( 12-15-78) 

~gewof1h. SHIELDS, DAVID, HOUSE Pittsburgh. ROTUNDA OF TH£ PENNSYL· 
(NEWINGTON), Shields Lane, ( 10,29-75) VANU RAILROAD STATION, 1100 

Olem.haw, LIGHTNER, ISAAC, HOlJS£. 2407 Liberty Ave:' at Grant St., (4-11-73) 
Mt. Royal Blvd., (4-20-78) · PH0061'221 IIABS, • . 

Heid.elberg vicinity. NEVILLE. HOUSE, S of Pittsburgh. SHADYSIDE PRESBYTER/AN 
Heidelbera on PA 50, (2-S-74) PH0061204 CHURCH, Amberson Ave. and Westminster 
o. Pl., (4-3-75) · 

Natrona Heights vicinity. BURTNER STONE PitUburgh. SINGER, JOHN F., HOU.SE, 13 \8 
HOUSE, NW of Natrona Heights on Burtne.r Sinaer Pl., (11-13-74) PH0061255 
Rd., ( 1-13-72) PH006I I t-5 PittBburgh. SMITHFIELD. STREET BRIDGE, 

Oakdale .vicinity. WA.LKER-EWING LOG Smithfield St, at the Monongahela River, (3· 
. H(JUSE, NE of oakdale on Noblestown Rd., 21-74) PH006l 263, NHL, 

(1~.30-76) · Pittsburgh. SNYDER, WILLIAM P£NN, 
Pittsburgh. ALLEGHENY COUNTY HOUSE;1J.52 Ridge Ave., (5-3-76 ) 

COURTHOUSE AND JAIL, 436 Granf St., Pittsburgh; SOLDIERS AND SAILORS 
{3-7-73) PH0061093 NHL; HABS. · MEMORIAL HALL, 5th Av;e,. at· Bigelow 

Pittsburgh. ALLEGHENY POST· OFFIC~ Blvd., (12-30-74) PH003S668 
(OLD NORTH POST OFFICE), Allegheny Pittsburgh. SOUTH SIDE MARK.ET BUltD• 
<:;enter,_(7-27-71) PH0061107 HHS; o. ING, 12th and Bingham Sia., ( 10-14-76) 
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Waymart, Penna. 

August 1, 1978 

Mr. William J. Murtagh 

Keeper of the National Register 

National Park S'ervice 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

~ ~--
7),d,~ 

~ ,q1( 
~ii-it 

µ 
Reference: Application of the Waymart 

on the National Register 

Gravity Depot for placement 

Dear Sir: 

The Members of the Waymart Area Bicentennial Committee wish to 

make inquiry into the status of the above referenced application. 

After receiving your correspondance of March 29, 1978, we were 

hopeful of 1978 recognition. 

T'he Committee is still intact and remains interested in restor­

ing the Depot to present day usefullness as well as retain1.ng its 

historic significance. 

We will appreciate your frank appraisal of our application and 

welcome comments and suggestions. 

Sincerely yours, 

Waymart Area ~!centennial Committee 

&uk-t..u ddrxe-.J 
Barbara Holmes, Co-Chairman 

464 Honesdale Road 

Waymart, Penna. 1847;2 

(117) 4 M-t, 1::s c/ 

~ I ,d..t,, h>. t'~ e,. ,,..,. ~ 11,,,z-, ~./, /4.)"'JIH-.r ~' 



! 
Honorable Hugh Scott 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Smator Baott: 

\ 
i\ 

I 

Thank you for your in µiry on behalf of iire. Wilbur • Forr st conoerning 
JAAla..lilllliliMllilill...lillillW..:..-U.ilila~~ends from ;§p,gton to Bri tol1 P M.SYlw.ni • 

< ¾ 

We are pleased to adv:lu 'YOl,l tbat tlw l>elawue Canal was DOlldnatect 'bl" 
the Pamql1"11.lda. state Historic a-uervation Officer and entered in 
the a.tioll&l. ister on October 29, 1974. Enclose!d is a leaflet which 
descl"ibes the National. agifrbc- program.. 

We are incl.uding a leafl.et describing the National Historic Landmarks 
program. National historic ltuMtma:rka are selllcted from a series of 
historic theme studies conducted by the National Survey of Historic 
Sites and Buildings. Each theme study treats a distinct upect of 
American history such as the War for Independence, commerce, industry, 
and political a.:f'fa.irs. To be eligible for landmark status, a site 
must possess national signi:f'ic&nG4t in 00l'l!lll8llm"ating or llJ.uatrating 
an event, personality, or development in American hietory. Data con• 
cerning the Delaware Canal ma;y be sent to Mr. Corneliuo U ine, Chief', 
Division of Historic and Architectural ..,urveya, National. Park ervice, 
Department ot the Interior, Washington, D.C. 2024o. 

We appreolate your 11\teteat in historic preservation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enc1o.B'Ul'es 

Director 
(Constituent's letter returned) 

bee: Mr. William J. Wewer 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120) w/c of inc.w 

CL 

er 
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~ ~CnH~~ ,S,!ale~ ,$ena!e 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 

OCT 1 1 1974 

Respectfully referred for such 
.'\,;.· 

consideration as the--~~ttach_ed - -· 
communication may wai{i:-~nt' :~nd 

for a report in dupli~ate to 

..... eturn of e'nclos~­accompany .. 

By direction of 

1¼'-~~ 
United States Senator 

R.D. , PA. 18938 
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! Pennsylvania Historic 
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d Wilderness Seashore 

the first of its kind 

· o -- n•L ~C ur speaK to these gentle□en in 
u-=:uc.1.u: o r our Land--na rk ar,plication for the Delaware Canal1 
Whatever endorse-:1en t you::ca n add to our application would be very 
grea tly apprecia t ed by yo ur ma ny constituents who have taken part 
in this endeavo r • 

.. 
Indeed it is a pleasure to write about a non-controversial 

matter, for I have rilany letters backine this project, in the 
course of preparing the initial sub:nission of papers to :•1r. 
Wewer and Dr. ~-rurray i.~ellizan in the state offices in Earrisbur,'.:;. 
I have also been in consultation with :-:r. Bond of the l~atio::-.al 

I I 

..... 
---.. -- -- --- -- -This "7s'"'"Re; y';;led Paper 
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,,IJR s. FORREST - " THE BIRCHES" • NEW HOPE, R.D., PA. - 18938 

The Honorable Hu~h ~cott 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Hy dear Senator Scott: 

In my personal file there is a letter fro~ you to a dear 
friend of mi1e, L:r. Rober t Haynes of Florida, a nd his letter 
to you about a prob l e;n which faced us in that state . I a:.1 a 
for.iler vice - presidC?nt of the Florida Aud ubon ~oc icty uith its 
42 chap t ers , a nd am now an advisor t o the Buc·s County Conser­
vation Alliance, a n or3anization including 24 meiTiber groups 
with a co. bined representation of So i.l e 20,000 peo?le in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania . I aw also chair.nan of the istorical 
Co:n:nittee for the Delaware Canal (a lso known as the Theodore 
Roosevelt Pa rk) which extends sL·ty r.1 i les from Easton to Eri s to 1. 
This co::rnittce has initiated an application to have the ca nal 
area c;esi6na tecl a Ha tional l istoric Landmark. 

Knowing of your interest in the ·!ew P.ope area and your 
knowledg of the historic structures associated with tl e canal 
along the Delaware River , it is ray hope t hat you agree with our 
efforts to obtain such a de signation; a lso, tha t you i·•ou ld 
endorse our a1 1bition to have this designation granted in advance 
of the Bicentennial Celebration in this historic area. 

Having seen to it that the necessary application pro cedures 
for the Ln.nd'l'lark were e.·pedi t ed through the Pennsylvania istoric 
& l•ruseum Corrt-n ission in Harrisburg , I have a lso cor.1.-;iunica ted with 
~~athaniel P. Reed, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, an d ·,ith 
•'!r . Russell Train of the Environ:nental Protection Age ncy. -' r. 
Train and I took part in dedicating the Reed Wi lderness Seashore 
in Florida as a i: a tional Historic Land::1ark, the first of its kind 
in that state. 

Would you be willing to write or speak to these gentlenen in 
behalf of our Land-nark a !Jplication for the Delaware Ca nal? 
Whatever enclorse7ent you--can add to our application hould be very 
greatly app r ec iated by your many constituents who have taken part 
in this endeavor. 

Indeed i t is a pleasure to write about a non-controversia l 
matter, for I have :.1any letters backing this proje.ct, in the 
course of preparing the ini t i a l sub:nission of papers to :-·r. 
1-,rewer and Dr. ~-l urra y i:e lli r-an in the state off ic~s in -:arr is burr- . 
I have also been in consultation with :-.r. Bond of the 1:atio --:a l ~ 

\ ! I I 

l ; 

in the Bicentennial- activity. 
-r 

This 1s Recycled Paper 
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' · J , 1 h · d · tl '~ 11 • t f tl .,crv ice in P,u. _e_ce p 1.a an w1. 1 .. '1r. -.arr1.ng on o 1e 
_onal Historic Register. 

Perhaps ~y a3e of seventy-ei8ht years makes me a bit 
i ,,1patient to see th.?.t this canal--which has been called the 
finest in the coun.try today--is soon accorded the protection of 
L.1.nc:!1-.~ark status. 

Enclosed is a letter which was addressed to 2y husband 
thirty years ago--he was president of the Society of Eewspaper 
Editors and also for fourteen years Assistant Editor and 
Executive Director of the 1-:ew York Herald Tribune. The letter, 
which is sent to you with his per:nission, is fro::i Ad:-:iiral H. E. 
Yarnell; and I think you wi.11 be interested in reading his 
precliction (written in 1944). He foresaw a period of clanger to 
the nation that woul~ occur so~e 30 years after the close of 
Uorld ~-lar 11--that is, at about the present ti:ne when ,aost of the 
defense equi.rnent would have beco-:-.1e obsolete. I would hope that 
perhaps you would like this docU:-nent for your records. 

Trusting that I 2ay hear fro~ you concerning your interest 
in this Historic Land::iark project, I am, 

- T 
a - - ---- i,'ioo"" ~'-"J..J..V.1.l.. uu i:ne canal will be included 

in the 13icen tennia 1 ac ti vi ty. Th is is Recycled Paper 
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WILBUR S. FORREST - "THE BIRCHES" - NEW HOPE, R.D., PA. - 18938 

Th ironorable i'lathaniel P. 
zg~o•Woodland Drive, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20008 

Dear Nathaniel: 

September 30, 1974 

Reed 

Last year during the winter months you suggested that we 
have a few minut es together to reach some position on having 
the sixty-mile-long Delaware Canal put on the Historic Register. 
I presume that after that was done a request for either Landmark 
or ite Status would be put forward . 

our country seems to be in sucp a topsy-turvy condition at 
the nresent time that I am hesitant'about what further steps to 
pursue about the canal. Our papers have been approved in Harris­
bura by r·1ro Wewer and Dr. i-iurray Nelligan (who used to be in Mr. 
Bro~ks' office in Philadelphia.) I have been dealing with 
;;,1r. Bond in the Park Service, who spoke recently at our Bucks 
county Conservation Alliance about the procedures to be followed. 

Perhaps you could find out about how long the process of 
the application may take, and advise me its status. This canal 
has tremendous historical value, and many of the original taverns, 
lock houses, and other structures are still in place--as youl know 
fron1 having read the· book by c. P. Bi 11 Yoder. If you have any 
suggestions regarding further action that should be taken by the 
Historical Committee of our Alliance (which represents organizations' 
numbering 20,000 members,) please have l\l'ura, your delightful secre­
tary, write me to that effect. 

I understand you are going to be in Florida in October--
I certainly regret that I shall miss having a glimpse of you then. 
I trust that you and your family have been happy in Washington, 
in spite of the tremendous pressures that must be upon you as the 
watchdog over all of the parks (including our Theodore Roosevelt 
Park, the designation given by Governor Pinchot to the Delaware 
River- canal. 

With affectionate regards to your family, I am, 

Sincerely, 

P.J. I send this to your ho~e for fear that it might be buried 
in all of the correspondence you 8USt receive at vour office. 
We do so hope that 11[il11:?L"effort on the canal will b~ included 
in the Bicen tennia 1 ac ti vi ty. This 1s Recycled Paper 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 

OFFICE! OF THE 

AISIITAMT SECRETARY 
October 4, 

... 

Action· Memorandum ~~ 
To: Deputy, Direc~~nson, 

From: Assistant Secretary for 
Fish and Wildlife and Parks 

NPS 

Please give this letter priority for reply. 
/ 

N. P. Reed 

Attachment 

• ,_,_ ...J- -- , _____ "-'--'- - ~ - -- -- - r .r. - __ _,__ - -- -----•- "-"""- .JUUJ. 
&- I. - - - ~- - "I __ • 1 1 1 _ .._ 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

OFPICI! OF THE 

AISIITANT SECRETARY 
October 4, 

P.S. 

Action Memorandum ~~ 
To: Deputy Direc~ nson, 

From: Assistant Secretary for 
Fish and Wildlife and Parks 

NPS 

Please give this letter priority for reply. 

N. P. Reed 

Attachment 

/ 

With affectionate regards to your family, I am, 

Sincerely, 

I send this to your ho2e for fear that it might be buried 

s-

:l • 

:is' 
'.>W 

tions 
:::re-

in all of the correspondence you ~ust receive at your office. 
TT-. _, ___ L _ __ _ i_f _ _ .,,_ . - -~ - - .rr __ i..- _ _ _ ,_1 _ _ - - ·· _, . . • 1-, 1 - ~ . "1 ., "I 
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dlLBUR S. FORREST - "THE BIRCHES" - NEW HOPE, R.D., PA. - 18938 

n1e Honorable i.'-la thaniel P. Reed 
2900 Woodland Drive, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20008 

Dear Nathaniel: 

September 30, 1974 

Last year during the winter months you suggested that we 
have a few ~inutes together to reach so e position on having 
the sixty-mile-long Delaware Canal put on the Historic Register. 
I presu:ne that after that was done a request for either Landiuark 
or Site Status would be put forward. 

Our country seer.1s to be in such a topsy-turvy condition at 
the present ti~e that I am hesitant . about what further steps to 
pursue about the canal. Our papers have been approved in arris­
burg by .,-ro lle1ver and Dr. 1·iurray r elligan (who used to be in t•·r. 
Brooks' office in hiladelphia.) I have been dealing with 
Mr. Bond in the Park Service, who spoke recently at our Bucks 
County Conservation Alliance about the procedures to be followed. 

Perhaps you could find out about how long the process of 
the application ~ay ta~e, and advise rae its status. This canal 
has tret endous historical value, and any of the original taverns, 
lock houses, and other structures are still in place--as youl. '· now 
fro~ having read tha book by C. P. Bill Yoder. If you have any 
suggestions re 0 arding further action that should be taken by the 
Historical Com□ittee of our Alliance (which represents organizations 
numbering 20,000 :nembers,) please have r:ura, your delightful secre­
tary, write me to that effect. 

I understand you are going to be in Florida in October--
I certainly regret that I shall oiss having a glimpse of you then. 
I trust that you and your fa .. ily have been happy in Washington, 
in spite of the tremendous pressures that ~ust be upon you as the 
watchdo g over all of the parks (includin~ our Theodore Roosevelt 
Park, t~1.!= designation given by Governor Pinchot to the Delaware 
River canal. 

With affectionate regards to your family, I am, 

Sincerely, 

I send this to your ho~e for fear that it might be buried 
in all of the correspondence you ~ust receive at your office. 
f T - .. 1 - - - I _ _ . _ - .1..- I . _ .,_ •• ___ f4 r __ ,__ _ _ ,_ 1. _ _ _ _ -, • 1 -, , '1 1 1 

.,,, ..... 
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UNITED STATES ENVIF~ONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTOI\J, D.C. 20460 

'.t'he Bonorable Hugh Scott 
United States Senate 
V/asl1ington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senato£ Scott: 

4: NO\J 1974 

In response to your inquirj regarding the enclosed 
letter from Mrs. Wilbur S. Fcrrest concerning the 

OFFICE OF THE 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Delaware c~nal, we checked with the Department of Interior 
and learned that the application has been approved. The 
Canal went on the National Register of Historic Places 
October 29. The Department is investigating to see if it 
can further qualify for National Landmark status. 

Thank you for this opportunity to be of service. If 
you have any further questions, please contact Richard Ford 
of my staff, telephone 245-3006. 

Lnclosure 

... 

Sincerely yours, 

i ..., 1 1 ') ,,. / -· 1 / I ,i ~ c•fc!... -,. ., /. · '- t <... p.? ''\..,J.. __ 
/' ., I ·- . ~ . .. •~ (I 

Sheldon Meyers 
Director 
Office of Federal Activities 



HUGH SCOTT 
l'ENK-'Y\.\fAl◄ IA 

WASHINGTON. 0.C . 

OCT 

Respectfully referred for such 

consideration as the.attached 

communication may warrant, and 

for a report in duplicate to 

accompany return of enclosure. 

By direction of 

1¼ !:/~ 
United States Senator 

.., 
I 
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JUR S. FORREST • " THE BIRCHES" • NEW HOPE, R.D,, PA. - 18938 

The Honorable Hu3h Scott 
Senate Office Building 
Washinston, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator Scott: 

In my personal file there is a letter from you to a dear 
friend of mine, ~:r. Robert Haynes of Florida, and his letter 
to you about a problem which .faced us in that state. I am a 
for:,H?.r vice-president of the Florida Audubon Society with its 
l'.~2 chD.pters, and am now an advisor to the Bucks County Conser­
vatio n Alliance, an organization including 24 member groups 
with a combined representation of some 20,~00 people in Bucks 
County , Pennsylvania. I am also chair.nan of the Historical 
Co:n::1itt:ce for the Delaware Canal (also known as the Theodore 
Roos eve lt Park) which extends sixty miles from Easton to Bristol. 
Thi:.; cb:rtnittee has initiated an application to have the canal 
are2 ,:csignated a Eational Historic Landmark. 

~(nowing of your interest in the New Hope area and your 
knowl ed 0 c of the historic structures associated with the canal 
alon;:: the Delaware River, it is my hope that you agree with our 
effo::t s to obtain such a designation; also, that you would 
endorse our a~bition to have this designation granted in advance 
of the Bicentennial Celebration in this historic area. 

Having seen to it that the necessary application procedures 
for the. Landmark were expedited' thro L1 gh the Pennsylvania Historic 
c" HtF'.t:.'U.:n Commission in Harrisburg, I . have ulso_com unicated ,·:i th 
Natl1.::1 niel P. Reed, Assist:i.11t Sc ret ::t rj· of th I 1terior, .:iw.l -,1.i.. th 
~-rr_~ Ru s ~_g_:Ll __ 'J,";cain __ of__.the .~1 vi ro11:t 011 tn 1 frC? tee; t · _on --'~.8.~!1.CY. Hr. 
TraJ n cmd I took part in 10dicnting the .ecd .1il<lerness Seashore 
in Florida as a National · istoric Lan :.1arl > the f irst of its kind 
in that state. · 

• . .Tl· , Ii~ y ti b··· \·:i 11111:, t· wri t8 or speak to these in 
he' ;-, I • C. ,- O U }' T ., : ·1 r t·. ' .. ; 1 ir. t". ; r. n .f , -· j" l f.' J;: n J ''\•m:rc 
. .i s L .• ,· r1, · c L.,\. •. ~111.. .l~u -· - . ' c u· ·o our app J. .. L Vl . l be v ery 
2,n_-;:;;- l~• :11>,')1 i ci: 1·c!d b} your r.vmy onstit.ucnts who have tnkcn p[!rt 
:Lu '. ~1 · cnc:~.1 ·c r 

Ji~ r!cr~ it ir ri pleantrc to write about a non-controversial 
1,1:1tt1: ·, f or I 1 , v e :nany letters backin ~ this proj cc t, i11 the 
cou 1·~·. 1 · nr c..1 :1~-; lF th e. i ··;i Li.al s 1b. 1l ssion o[ oa ,,crs t , 1r. 
'.,le; · • .:1:1'1 1_.r . · . . l1 JT,1y , .. elli· t '..11 'L u 1: hr:• :, tale o .f £1. cs it1 ll;1rrisbur r ~ 
1 I:;' . r: :: I •,o lH~• •J, L1 Oi1f: L1ll:tt l.j_o 1.-.r· tl1 - ►r. lJ 1 .,cl of the. 1; 1tio1~ :1l 

0 
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Service _ 3 .. n-EhiL-i.G!.e--lnhi-a--ans--,----\.;:i tah-Mr-. - Ha-rrinrrton--crf--~the- -----~- "" - ·• . ~ 

_ional ··aistoric Register. · 

Perhaps -::,1y ac;e of seventy-eight years :nakes me a bit 
i2paticnt to see that this canal--which has been called the 
finest in the country today--is soon accorded the protection of 
Landmark status. 

Bnclnscd is n l0ttGi: \ ::1id1 1,,1:11:. , ... , r' ·er-u c 1 ·o ·,v ln1~Lnncl ., 
t!..il. ty yct!.rs nI: --h"C'I u,:-.s prc~tc.. •~n(; of t'·ir: oci<2r.y of .,cwsp.l )Cr 
E:ditors nnd ulf, fo}: foL1rtf_ie1.1 'i r::c1rs Assj 1·,t::111t l:d i.tor c.nd 
r~~:ecuti ve r1i rector o [ the~ i .c·-1 York !1ern J.t.l Tr.i.b1J ·1e. 'f1H! l cr ter. 
whj ch is sc1 c i o you "·it 1 his .~ - :i: ·Ls~,io1 , i :..· fl.v :· .\(1·.1irul rl. E: 
'foi.""t:ell ; a,1c1 I think you \·7il1 be intere~t:~r in rr,1 Gi11 13 his 
prediction (Fritten in 1941.t). :;a fores[:, ; i.l perioc' o[ c1· nrtlr Lo 
the u1tio11 thnt w ul1.:'. occ1.1 ~,o - . 30 y .nrs n'"tcr Lhe close: o.C 
1,,lQj:-ld \,lar Il ··-tbat is~ nt about the prercnt ti"7r: ~- 1l1en nest: of the 
de -cnsc. cc1ui:1.1cnt ,;,:oulcl hnve bee~ 1e obs· }_et:e . I 1·:rould hole! th.at 
pcrh.nps you vJ0 1.1 ld lUcc thir, cloc111ent for your re:cort.'.s o 

Trusting thnt I may hear fro~ you concerning your interest 
in this Historic Land·:-nark project, I am, 

·' 



s --Bucks County Conservation Alliance 
Advisors: Mrs. Wilbur Forrest, Mrs. Lefferts Hutton, Mrs. Robert Batchelder 

Mr. Charles Harrington 
The National Register of Historic Places 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
·washington, D.C. 

Dear Hr. Harrington: 

"The Birches", R. D. 2 
New Hope, Pa. 18938 
October 24, 1974 

Thank you for your assistance regarding the registering of 
the Delaware Canal in Pennsylvania. 

It was most embarrassing for me to learn that the papers had 
been returned to Harrisburg on July 7th for some technical revision. 
I am enclosing a copy of Mr. Yoder's letter, for your information, 
which tells me that Mr. Watson of the Pennsylvania Historic & 
Museum Corrnnission will be sending the information that you had 
requested by the end of this week. 

~ay I req~est the privilege of your informing me should your 
epartment not receive this application back from Harrisburg this 
onth? I had asked the support of Mr. Nathaniel P. Reed, Senator 
ugh cott , Congress an Biester , and Mr. Russell Train in this 
,atter, and was nost chagrined to learn that the file had been 
hel up in Harrisburg for three :nonths. 

Thank you for your past assistance in this matter. 

Assn. of American University Women 
Bowman's Hill State Wildflower Preserve 

Buckingham Civic Assn. 
Bucks County Jlud11bo11 Society 

Bucks County Coimc/1 Leag11e of Women Vo ters 
Bucks Cow, ry fl'eduratio1i of Spor1sme11 's Clubs 

B11cKs County Federation of Women;s Clt1bs 
Bucks County S.P.C.A. 

Delaware Valley Protective Assn. 

V r~ :;~er~y, J 
( rs . l ~ilbu~S . Forrest) 
Chair:njn , H' s~rical Committee 
on the Delaware Canal. 

lfls,orlc Carversvll/e Society 
1!11r1011 Reayollng Circle 

Lo wer Bucks Canal Oonservat/011 Committee 
Nes11omlny Valley Wa "terslrc/1 A ssn. 
New Hope Chamber of Commerce 

New Hope Historical Society 
Open Space 

Paunacussing Watershed 
Planned Parenthood 

Village Improvement Assn. 



A PROJECT TO OBTAIN LISTING OF THE DELAWARE CANAL 
IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

Under sponsorship of the 
Delaware Valley Protective Association 
Bucks County Conservation Alliance and 
Pennsylvania Canal Society 

a siecial committee, chaired by Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest of New 
Hope, .R.D., Pa. 18938, is preparing the specified forms 
necessary to obtain listing of the Delaware Canal in the Na­
tional Register as a National Historic Site or Landmark. 

The Delaware Canal, officially designated as the Delaware 
Division of the Pennsylvania Canal, extends from Easton, Pa. 
to Bristol, Pa., a distance of approximately sixty miles and 
forms a connecting link between the Lehigh Canal and the Del­
aware River below tidewater. Throughout its course it closely 
parallels the western bank of the Delaware River. 

The Delaware Canal is of national historic significance 
as it is the only remaining intact remnant of the great towpath 
canals that formed the first great transportation system in the 
United States. By means of a conveniently adjacent state high­
way visitors to the canal area have access to its chief points 
of interest from which they may visualize the process of 
commerce in the more leisurely era of the 19th century. For 
nearly one hundred years millions of tons of anthracite coal 
were transported over this waterway to Philadelphia and New 
York markets, as well as lesser quantities of other commodities 
to and from communities along its course. With the exception 
of the last 0.7 mile in Bristol, the canal remains today as it 
was in the heyday of its commercial activities, including 
locks, aqueducts, the famous camel back bridges and long 
stretches of the placid waterway. A stroll along its towpath 
is a stroll into history. 

By good fortune, when in 1940 the canal was returned to the 
Commonwealth from private ownership, the canal and adjacent 
property, was designated as Roosevelt State Park and placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Resources for 
use as a recreational area. The countryside adjacent to the 
canal is rich in historic lore including one of the first iron 
furnaces in the Colonies at Derham Furnace together with the 
adjacent Durham Cave, many ancient stone buildings and famous 
inns, the Thompson-Neely House of Revolutionary fame and the 
complex of Washington Crossing State Park memorializing Washing­
ton's great victory at Trenton, to mention a few. In accepting 
return of the canal to Commonwealth jurisdiction Gov. Gifford 
Pinchot said, "I sign this bill with keen pleasure because it 



(l> 

has resulted in securing for the people of Pennsylvania what is '0' 
undoubtedly a most unique and lovely park, probably the only. park · ~ 
of its kind in the world." 

Within the limited annual budgets authorized by the 
Legislature each year the Department of Environmental Resources 
attempts to keep the canal in reasonable repair. But the con­
tinual enthusiastic cooperation of interested citizens to assure 
adequate annual budgets is necessary to assure continuity of 
this historic area. 

Listing of the Delaware Canal in the National Register will 
add ·significant value to its historical statua as well as 
protection from possible encroachment by government agencies 
without due process. The National Ristorieal Preservation Act 
also authorizes Federal grants-in-aid to the States for Historic 
Preservation on a matching basis. The cooperation of civic 
and historic min.ded organizations and citizens will materially 
assist in securing these important features for the protection 
and preservation of tnis historic landmark. 

Any organization wishing to sponsor such a plan, would they 
be kind enough to send a letter to: 

Mrs. Wilbur s. Forrest, Chairman 
"The Birches" 
New Hope, R.D., Penna. 18938 



oer 16, 1971+ 

ff • 
/Ire. Wilbur S. Forrest 
'rhe Birches 
New Hope, RD, Pa. 18938 

Dear Mrs. Forrest, 

This letter refers to the status of the application for entry 
of the Delaware Canal on the National Register of Historic Places 
and the long delay which has occurred since the original application 
was submitted to Harrisburg. 

Yesterday, Oct. 15, I had a conversation with William IL Watson, 
Historic Sites Survey, for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, from 
whom I obtained some of the reasons for the delay. Before the applica­
tion was sent to Washington it was submitted to the Bureau of State 
Parks, the present supervisor of the Delaware Canal and Roosevelt 
state Park. As Mr. Nelligan said in his covering letter to the Bureau, 
"Although it is not necessary for the ... administrator to give his 
permission ... it is our practice to give them advance notice that 
their property is being ~onsidered for inclusion on the National 
Register." Considerable delay accurred before authorization was obtained 
from the Bureau, which was desirable before the application was submitted 
to .Jashington. 

After receipt at Washington the application was handled by the 
Review Staff, reorganized within the past year with an entirely new 
staff, according to Mr. Watson, headed by Charles Harrington. This 
staff criticized the definition of the property as presented in the 
application. It was stated that a series of rectangles must be provided, 
each defined by coordinates of longitude and latitude and each 
specifying the extent of land ownerl by the State on each side of the 
canal. Due to the curviture of the canal this will require somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 40 to 50 rectangles, according to Mr. ·watson. 
\-.Then he applied to the Bureau of State Parks for information on land 
ownership he was told it is not available in the Bureau. That was the 
status of the application when I phoned Mr. h'atson yesterday. 

I recalled to Mr. Watson that Russel s. Paetzel, first and long 
time superintendent of the canal and Roosevelt State Park, gave me 
information on the extent of State ownership. On the berm side State 
ownership extends to a minimum of 8 feet from the canal bank while 
on the towpath side it extends to an average of 14 feet. At certain 
locations, specified in the application, the State owns the lock 
houses and adjacent properties although the acreages are not available. 
The st~te has also acquired picnic and recreational areas in other 
locations. I also told Mr. Watson that considerable irritation is 
developing among many Bucks County citizens because of the long and 
apparently unnecessary delay in getting this application approved. 



Mr. vats on said he will use the figures I submitted to prepare 
the rectangles demanded by the Review Staff and resubmit the application 
to \-Ja shing ton. He requested that a week, from Oct. 15, be allowed 
f or the application to clear his office. I gained the impression that 
there is a general opinion that the Review Staff is being arbitrary 
and capricious in their dcr.rnnds rcgi:rding property specifications, 
particularly as they apply to a 60 mile canal, that have no significant 
merit with respect to the National Register. 

Please understand, Mrs. Forrest, that the above is my personal 
evaluation of the information I obtained. 

Cordially yours, 

~~ 
c. P. Yoder 

~.6 So. Elm St. 
Nazareth, Pa. 1~064 
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Honorable Hugh Scott 
Uni'.;;ed States Senato 
Wa.sld..rx;'.;on, D.c. 

Dear S~tor Scott: 

NOV 5 1974 

Thank you for your inquiry on beh.'.l.1.1' of Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest concerning 
the Del. ·ware Cnnn.l which c:rt.cn~ f.roru E.::>,Gton i?O Bri stol , Pcnnsylvnnin. 

We a.re pleancd to advise you thD.t the Delmra.re Canal was nominated by 
the Penni:.ylvn.nia Sto.te Hi:-;-t.orlc Preservation Officer and entered in 
the Nationa.l He(jister on October 29, 197li-. Enclosed is a lea.net which 
descr·ibes the National Register procrrun. 

We are incJ.uding a leo.flct describing the National Historic Lauc1riarks 
program. Uationtl lu~toric land:-..arks ::u·c nelected from a. scricG of 
historic therae stud1cs conducted by the Nationa..l Survey of Historic 
Sites and Buildin?;s. E3.ch the.me ctucl.,y treats a distinct aspect of 
American hintor.r such o.r; the War for Independence, commerce, industry, 
and political. o.i'fairs. To be elir,;ible for lnnd.."13Xk stro..tus, a site 
muat possess national si[;nifica.ncc i...-1 cor.Jne.mora.til'l6 or 1llustro.ti.11g 
an event, pcr~onality, or development in American hi.story. Data. con­
cerning the .Dc.lawa.:re C::i.n.:-u mo.y be ncnt to Hr. Cornelius Hcin49, Chief, 
Division of' Hi::rtoric and A1·chitectura.l Sui•veys, Nationa.l Park Ser.rice, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.c. 2024o. 

We appreciate your interest in historic preservation. 

·-:cnc.loaures 

Sincerely yours, 

/S/ Ernest Allen Connally 

1&B0.0.1a.t!:l Director 
(Constituent's letter returned) 

bee: Mr. William J. We:wer 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Conmrlssion 
Box 1026 
Harrisburg, Pe .. nnsyl•rania 17120 ) w/c of inc.w 

CL 
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WASHINGTON. 0.C. 
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for a report in dupli'cate to 

accompany return of enclos~. 

By direction of 

1~1✓1~ 
United States Senato~ 
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MRS. WILBUR S. FORREST - "THE BIRCHES" - NEW HOPE, R.D., PA. I 8938 

The Honorable Hugh Scott 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator Scott: 

In my personal file there is a letter from you to a dear 
friend of mine, ~:r. Robert Haynes of Florida, and his l e tt e r 
to you about a problem which f aced us in that state. I a., a 
for..ter vice-president of the Florida Audubon Society with its 
42 chapters, and am now an advisor to the Bucks Co 1ty Conser­
vation Alliance, an or3nnization including 24 meillber eroups 
with a combined representation of some 20,000 pea, le in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. I am also chair.nan of the Historica l 
Co:n. .. ittee for the Delauare Cana l (also knoi•m as the Theodore 
Roosevelt Park) which extends sixty miles from Easton to Bristol. 
This cb::tnittee has init iated an anolication to have the canal 
area c".esi zt ~ ted a i'a tiona l Historic Landraark. 

Knowing of your interest in the t-!ew Hope area and your 
knowledge of the historic structures associated with the canal 
along the Dela\•a·re River, it is t71Y hope that you agree with our 
efforts to obtain such a designation; also, that you would 
~ndorse our ,fo1bi tion t o have this desigua tion granted in advance 
of the Bicentennial Celebration in Lhis historic area. 

Having seen to it that the necessary application procedures 
for the Land:nark were expedited through the Pennsylvania Historic 
& ~-ruseu Com:niss ion in Harrisbur3 , I have also co:,1"";1unicated with 
'athaniel P. Reed, Assistant Secretary of the Interior, and with 

t• r. Rus se ll Train of the Environ::nental Protection Agency. l·'r. 
Train and I took part in dedicating the Reed Oilderness ~cashore 
in Florida as a i;ational Historic Land:·..1ark, the first of its kind 
in that state. 

Would you be willing to write or speak to these gentlenen in 
behalf of our Land."!lark application for the Delaware Canal? 
Whatever endorse:71en t you :._·can add to our application would be very 
greatly appreciated by your many constituents who have taken pa;rt 
in this endeavor • 

\ 

Indeed it is a pleasure to write about a non-controversial 
matter, for I have raany letters backing this project, in the 
course of preparing the initial sub:nission of papers to :-rr. 
Wewer and Dr. '•[urray l"ellizan in the state offi ces in i":arrisburs . 
I have also been in consul tation with :-:r. Bond of the 1:atior,al 

t \ 
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Park Service in Philc:i.c~elphia and with ~'tr. Harrington of the 
tational riistoric Register. 

Perhaps ~y a 3e of seventy-eight years makes me a bit 
i!ilpatient to see that this canal--which has been called the 
finest in the country today--is soon accorded the protection of 
h'l11cr,:ark status. 

En closed is a l e tte r ~-hich wa s a ddressed to 2 y husba nd 
thirty years a go --h e wa s p r e side nt of t h e Society of 1:ews pa pe r 
Editors a nd a l so f o r f ourteen yea rs Ass istant Editor a nd 
Executive Dire c t or o f t he ·;e\•l York He r a ld Tr ibune. The letter, 
which is sen t t o you with his per:r. ission, i s f ro::1 Ad::iira l H. E . 
Yan1 e ll; · 11d I think yo u wi ll be i ntere sted i n r eacl in3 his 
p r e dic t ion ( written in 1944). 1-~ e f o re s a w a period of cJange r t o 
the na tion t ha t woul~ o c cur s ome 30 yea rs a fter t he clo s e of 
World Wa r I I-- tha t is , at about the pre s ent t i :ne wh e n ~,10s t of the 
defe nse e qui yrn ent Ho uld hav e beco:-.1e o bs o l e te. I would ho pe that 
perha ps you wo u l d like thi s docu.:1ent for your record s. 

Trusting that I 3ay hear fro~ you concerning your interest 
in this Historic Land2ark project, I am, 
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dlltks County Conservation Alliance 
Advisors: Mrs. Wilbur Fo"est, Mrs. Lefferts Hutton, Mrs. Robert Batchelder 

Mr. Charles Rarrin~ton 
The National Re7isEer of Historic Places 
18th and C 3tre~ts, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear :,fr. Harrington: 

"The Birches", R. D. 2 
New Hope, Pa. 18938 
October 24, 1974 

Thank you for your assistance rezarding the registering of 
the Delaware Canal in Pennsylvania. 

It was ~ost e~barrassin3 for me to learn that the papers had 
been returned to Harrisbur~ on July 7th for some technical revision. 
I am enclosins a copy of :-:r. Yoder's letter, for your infonnation, 
which tells ::ie that '.·-:r. \latson of the ?ennsylvania 'r1istoric & 
i"[useu.:n Co~·:-:·:~ission will be sendin3 the infon.ation that you had 
requested by the end of this week, 

. ay I request the privilece of your infor~ing ~e should your 
cepartTen t no t receive t his appli cation back from Harrisburg this 
month? I had asl::.ed the support of ~.:r. 1:athaniel P. Reed, Senator 
Hugh Scott, Congres ~ an Biester , and ~r. Russell Train in this 
matter, and was :::ost chn~rined to learn that the file hacl been 
held up in ~arris burg for three months. 

Thank you for your past assistance in this ~atter. 

Assn. of American University Women 
Bowman's HI// State Wildflower Preserve 

Buckingham Civic Assr1. 
Bucks County Aud11bon Society 

Bucks County Council League of Women Voters 
Bucks Co11nty Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs 

Bucks County Federation of Women's Clubs 
Bui:ks County S.P.C.A. 

Delaware Valley Protective Assn. 

V r: •:~~~r ;\~~1/ ( 
(:1rs. Wi lbur s. Forrest) 
Chairman, Historical Committee 
on th e·' De lsware Canal. 

Historic Carversville Society 
Hutton Recycling Circle 

Lower Bucks Canal Conservation Committee 
Neshomlny Valley Watershed Assn. 
New Hope Chamber of Commerce 

New Hope Historical Society 
Open Space 

Paunacussing Watershed 
Planned Parenthood 

V//laxe lmoro1•emenr Assn. 
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A PROJECT TO OBTAIN LISTING OF THE DELAWARE CANAL 
IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

Under sponsorship of the 
Delaware Valley Protective Association 
Bucks County Conservation Alliance and 
Pennsylvania Canal Society 

a s~ecial committee, chaired by Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest of New 
Hope, _R.D., Pa. 18938, is preparing the specified forms 
necessary to obtain listing of the Delaware Canal in the Na­
tional Register as a National Historic Site or Landmark. 

The Delaware Canal, officially designated as the Delaware 
Division of the Pennsylvania Canal, extends from Easton, Pa. 
to Bristol, Pa., a distance of approximately sixty miles and 
forms a connecting link between the Lehigh Canal and the Del­
aware River below tidewater. Throughout its course it closely 
parallels the western bank of the Delaware River. 

The Delaware Canal is of national historic significance 
as it is the only remaining intact remnant of the great towpath 
caµals that formed the first great transportation system in the 
United States. By means of a conveniently adjacent state high­
way visitors to the canal area have access to its chief points 
of interest from which they may visualize the process of 
commerce in the more leisurely era of the 19th century. For 
nearly one hundred years millions of tons of anthracite coal 
were transported over this waterway to Philadelphia and New 
York markets, as well as lesser quantities of other commodities 
to and from communities along its course. With the exception 
of the last 0.7 mile in Bristol, the canal remains today as it 
was in the heyday of its commercial activities, including 
locks, aqueducts, the famous camel back bridges and long 
stretches of the placid waterway. A stroll along its towpath 
is a stroll into history. 

By good fortune, when in 1940 the canal was returned to the 
Commonwealth from private ownership, the canal and adjacent 
property, was designated as Roosevelt State Park and placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Resources for 
use as a r~creational area. The countryside adjacent to the 
canal is rich in historic lore including one of the first iron 
furnaces in the Colonies at Derham Furnace together with the 
adjacent Durham Cave, many ancient stone buildings and famous 
inns, the Thompson-Neely House of Revolutionary fame and the 
complex of Washington Crossing State Park memorializing Washing­
ton's great victory at Trenton, to mention a few. In accepting 
return of the canal to Commonwealth jurisdiction Gov. Gifford 
Pinchot said, "I sign this bill with keen pleasure because it 
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resulted in securing for the people of Pennsylvania what is 
)oubtedly a most unique and lovely park, probably the only. park 

; its kind in the world." 

Within the limited annual budgets authorized by the 
Legislature each year the Department of Environmental Resources 
attempts to keep the canal in reasonable repair. But the con­
tinual enthusiastic cooperation of interested citizens to assure 
adequate annual budgets is necessary to assure continuity of 
this historic area. 

Listing of the Delaware Canal in the National Register will 
add ·significant value to its historical status as well as 
protection from possible encroachment by government agencies 
without due process. The National Historical Preservation Act 
also authorizes Federal grants-in-aid to the States for Historic 
Preservation on a matching basis. The cooperation of civic 
and historic minded organizations and citizens will materially 
assist in securing these important features for the protection 
and preservation of this hi storic landmark. 

Any organization wishing to sponsor such a plan, would they 
be kind enough to send a letter to: 

Mrs. Wilbur S. Forrest, Chairman 
"The Birches" 
New Hope, R.D., Penna. 18938 

I 
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Wilbur S. Forrest 
Birches 

,w Hope, RD, Pa. 18938 

Dear Mrs. Forrest, 

This letter refers to the status of the application for entry 
of the Delaware Canal on the National Register of Historic Places 
and the long delay which has occurred since the original application 
was submitted to Harrisburg. 

Yesterctay, Oct. 15, I had a conversation with h'illiam K. 1/atson, 
Historic Sites Survey, for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, from 
whom I obtained some of the reasons for the delay. Before the applica­
tion was sent to Washington it was submitted to the Bureau of State 
Parks, the present supervisor of the Delaware Canal and Roosevelt 
State Park. As Mr. Nelligan said in his covering letter to the Bureau, 
"Although it is not necessary for the ... administrator to give his 
permission ... it is our practice to give them advance notice that 
their property is being considered for inclusion on the National 
Register.'' Considerable delay accurred before authorization was obtained 
from the Bureau, which was desirable before the application was submitted 
to ,✓ashington. 

After receipt at ~ashington the application was handled by the 
Review Staff, reorganized within the past year with an entirely new 
staff, according to r1r. Watson, headed by Charles Harrington. This 
staff criticized the definition of the property as presented in the 
applics.tion. It was stated that a series of rectangles must be provided, 
each defined by coordinates of longitude and latitude and each 
specifying the extent of land owner. by the State on each side of the 
canal. Due to the curviture of the canal this will require somewhere 
in the neighborhood of 40 to 50 rectangles, according to Mr. ·watson. 
When he apulied to the Bureau of State Parks for information on land 
ownership he was told it is not available in the Bureau. That was the 
status of the application when I phoned Mr. Watson yesterday. 

I recalled to Hr. Watson that Russel s. Paetzel, i'irst and long 
time super•intendent of the canal and Roosevelt State Park, gave me 
information on the extent of State ownershin. On the berm side State 
ownershin extends to a minimum of 8 feet fr~m the canal bank while 
on the towpath side it extends to an average of 14 feet. At certain. 
locations, specified in the application, the State owns the loc~ 
houses and adjacent properties although the acreages are not available. 
The Stat~ has also acquired picnic and recreational areas in other 
locations. I also told l.iT,r. 1-.1atson that considerable irritation is 
developing a.-rnong many Bucks County citizens because of the long and 
apparently unnecessary delay in getting this application approved. 



Mr. Watson said he will use the figures I submitted to prepare 
rectangles demanded by the Review Staff and resubmit the application 

t-Jashington. He requested that a week, from Oct. 15, be allowed 
or the application to clear his office. I gained the impression that 

there is a general opinion that the Review Staff is being arbitrary 
and capricious in their dcr.icnd.i:: rc5 nrdin8 property specifications, 
particularly as they apply to a 60 mile canal, that have no significant 
merit with respect to the National Register. 

Please understand, Mrs. Forrest, that the above is my personal 
evaluation of the information I obtained. 

Cordially yours, 

~Jbdw 
C. P. Yoder 

46 So. Elm st. 
Nazareth, Pa. 1~064 
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