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7. DESCRIPTION

Sant Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located a the corner of Forrester and
Webb dreetsin the densdy settled residential neighborhood between the Sdem
Common and Collins Cove in Sdem. Sited on a smdl lot the church faces to the
northwest and the rectory is located on the same parcd to the south. The church
replaced an earlier chapd and was built in 1908 by the Sdem architect William
Devereaux Dennis; the rectory was constructed soon after. The digtinctiveform and
ornament of the church, mogt notably its blue onion domes, make it an important and
wdll-known loca landmark.

The area around the Church was devdloped in the third quarter of the 19th century as
the marshly land before the cove was filled and platted for resdential construction. At
the wedern edge of the district are the Federal period mansons constructed around the
Common as the Sdem dlite reconfigured it as Washington Square. This areawes laid
out with streets running from the eest 9de of the Square to Webb Street, the new artery
adong the Cove. Construction on this grid was mogt rapid during the 1880s and
Soeculative builders condructed a narrow range of angle- and two-framily resdences
common in smilar neighborhoods throughout New England. The houses on Boardman
Street demondtrate the form that came to characterize middle- and working-class
neighborhoods of the late 19th century. Primarily gable front in orientation, these
housss have a three bay facade and dde entry. In their interior plan they employ one of
the severd vairations of the Sde or comer pessage plan that rose to pre-eminence at this
time. During the early years of the 20th century, larger apartment blocks were added to
fill inthe lots dong these streets. S on smdl lots and dose to the street, these housss
created the inner resdential neighborhoods of expanding turn-of-the-century cities and
large towns,

On its exerior S. Nicholas Church takes a common western church form but is
ornamented with distinctive ornament from the Orthodox tradition. The ornamenta
vocabulary of the church has been described as Byzantine Reviva (Tolles 1983: 37), ad
reflects the Eastern European origins of the congregation. The building measures 39 by
62 feet built of frame construction on a sone foundation. Its primary sngle sory gable
block presentsits gabled end to the street with a semi-projecting entry tower and dde
turrets on its facadeand an gosx=inthe rear. It isdominated by five bright blue domes
located on the center entry tower, the two turrets and two on the roof ridge. The largest
domes on the ridge St on the octagona arcaded drums, the smdler domes St on square
drums, those on the tower decorated with arcading and crosses  Each blue dome is
topped by the distinctivethree-barred cross On the facade, openings are arranged in

(continued)
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two tiers and five bays on the main block, with athrid tier in the tower. Largeround-
headed openings are located at the entry and above it in the center tower, with around
window or oculus aove. The tower isflanked by narrow windows, flat in the firsttier,
round-headed in the second. Each tower islit by a flat-headed window in the first tier,
an oculus above. The lateral wdlsare lit by four evenly-goaced, round-headed windows.
The facade wall is covered in gray matchboard with whitetrim while the Sde and rear
wadlls have been covered in duminum siding.

The unifying Orthodox symbal of the circleis repeated in the composition of the facade.
The entry is covered by a semi-circular canopy supported by columns, a shgpe echoed in
the round and round headed windows in the second tier of the facade as well as on the
four long wall windows. Each opening is marked by thick, eared labels and saned glass
Round-headed arcading is employed in the central belfry and at the comice line and
tower belt courses The use of three towers symbolized the Trinity of the Father, the
Son, and Holy Spirit; the use of five domes symbolized Christ and the four Evangdids

The interior of &. Nicholas bears a dosar ressmblance to Orthodox church design,
including a nearly square meeting area and the traditional divison into three functional
ubsections The small vestibule or narthex occupies the narrow front section of the
building, marked on the exterior by the tower and turrets. Stairs to the basement hall
and alavatory are dso located here. The mgority of the main block endosesthe nave,
ornamented by wall and ceiling paintings, as well as the the stained glass of the windows
The nave originally had no pews the tradition of orthodoxy, being to sland. Thefocal
point of the nave is the screen of seventeen icons, the iconedas, that divides the nave
from the sanctuary. It isreached by four ggps to the avon or pulpit, where the priest
adminigers communion, leads the litanies, reads the gospd, and ddivers sasmons. Only
the ordained clergy can peass through the roya doors in the iconedtias to enter the
sanctuary where communion is celebrated at the prestol or altar. The basement of the
church included gpace for lavatories and a kitchen, and a large meeting hall.

The current gppearance of the church reflects minor recent dterations and interior
embdlishments. First during World Wer |1 the paws were installed, in aconfiguration
of dipson either Sde of acentral ade. During repair campaign of the 19605 the lower
hall was modernized, the sding on the lateral walls added, the stained glass installed,
and the interior repainted. The windows were desgned by Archpriest Vitaly VoshcuUo,
and executed from hiswatercolors by the Vetro Art Glass Company, formerly of
Pittsburg PA. Mot recently the celling was restored to reved the origina ornamental
tunbers and a painting of Christ Pantocrator, or Christ the Judge, the traditional
treatment of the dome in an Orthodox Church, replacing a central medallion.

(continued)
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Comparison of the current gpopearance to the architect's drawing so suggedsthat the
canopy a the entry isnot original.

Severd years after the construction of the Church, betwen 1911 and 1913, a rectory wes
added next door to provide housing for the pastor and hisfamily. The two-and-a-half
dory hip block is a frame Colonial Reviva desgn with bay windows, a 9de entry, and a
two-gtory front porch. The building'sornament includes the treatment of the polygona
bay windowsthe front door and surround, and a very eaborate wide cornice of svags in
the frieze. Thishouseis an example of the turn-of-the-century housetype called the
Four Square, named for its cubical massng, as well as the common configuration of its
first floor plan. Thisplan usudly includes four nearly equa-szed rooms, including a
large entry area, a parlor, a dining room, and a kitchen, with a similar plan of four
bedrooms above. The rectory was duminum sded in 1960 and its front porch extenson
ove the garage datesto 1964. The rectory has been redecorated and itskitchen
modernized but no significant changes have been made.

Archaeological Description

Sant Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located in an area of documented
prehistoric settlement. At least 34 prehistoric Stes are recorded in the generd area
(within one mile) including one dte which may extend into the church locale. The
Boardman Street Ste, 19-ES375 islocated lessthan 1,000 ft. from the church. The
boundaries of that ste are unknown. Materials were collected from the ste in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. The phydcd characteridtics of the area includelocationa
characterigtics, awell drained, relatively level land surface bordering Collins Cove near
Beverly Harbor, which are favorable for Native American subsstence and settlement
activities.  In generd, however, the potential for significant archaeologica survivas,
both prehistoric and historic, is low because the church isbuilt in a densdy occupied
residential area and because the church and rectory, each of which has a basament,
covers amgor portion of thelot.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church formsa distinctive cultural monument within the city of
Sdem. The church is known as a landmark for its blue domes and is dosdy assodaed
with severd of the city'smogt important immigrant groups. &t. Nicholas Orthodox
Church is digiblefor the National Register of Historic Flaces meeting criteriaA and C
a the local level. Although . Nicholas Church is a property owned by religious
Institution and used for religious purposes, it derives its primary sgnificance from both
its architectura and its historic importance within the historic landscgpe of the City of
Sdem. |t retains integrity of location, setting, materials, desgn, workmanship, feeling,
and asociation.

. Nicholas Orthodox Church was built in 1908 to house a congregation for an
expanding population of the Eastern European immigrants of the Orthodox and Eastern
Rite Catholic or Uniate faiths. Of the Orthodox churches, only the Russan Orthodox
under the Moscow Patriarch had established a church organization and hierarchy within
the United States, dating to 1794 in Alaska. Orthodox immigrants from many national
and ethnic communities thus turned to the Russan church and those of Eastern
European origins were united by the Old Church Savonic language of the sarvices In
addition, some had been members of Eastern Right Catholic or Uniate Churches
Sharing some theological and liturgical traditionswith the Orthodox, but recognizing the
leedership of the Pope in Rome, priests of thistradition were rare in the U.S. and
Roman Catholic reigiouswere not dways sendtive or sympathetic to their nesds. When
this group wes chartered in 1901 it gpparently emphasized the Catholic tradition, as
some early records use Latin. The congregation is listed as Smply the Russan Catholic
Church in the city directories of 1903 and 1904, as . Nicholas Russan Catholic Church
between 1906 and 1907, and in the Essax County Deeds as . Nicholas Russan Greek
Catholic Church; it gpopeared on a 1906 atlas of the city it is marked "Catholic Church."
Once this building was constructed it was condggently known as a Russan Orthodox
Church. The Russan Revolution of 1917 causad significant divisons among followers of
the Maoscow patriarch aoroad, but this church joined the magjority of churchesin the
United States and assumed a position of loya autonomy. In 1970 the independence of
the American churcheswas acknowledged as the the autocephdic Orthodox Church in
America. One of the earliet Russan Churches in New England, this congregation was
soon joined by other orthodox in Boston, Lowell, Lynn, and Springfield in
Massachusetts

The parcd on which the church sandswas acquired in two parcds in 1901 and 194
from Albert Smrecznszki. Smrecznszki head purchased them as part of a sngle larger ot

(continued)
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from Samud W. Berry and Martyhal. C. Berry earlier the sameyear. The Bearysclam
to the land dated to a probate divison of 1882 inwhich this parcel was a part of the
property assgned to Elizabeth Berry. On the first parcel purchased the newly formed
church congructed a smdl church, mentioned in a deed and drawn on the atlas of 1906.
This building wes fitted for use as the rectory when the comer portion of the parce was
added and the new larger church constructed. The earlier church was removed when the
rectory was constmcted before 1911.

The architect of the church, William Devereaux Dennis, was born in Sdem in 1847. The
son of Devereaux Dennis a Sdem housewright, he grew up on Dearborn Street in north
Sdem. He first gopearsin the Sdem Directories in 1866 and subsequently lived nearby
on Buffam Street with his own family. Denniss office was located at 243 1/2 Essex
Street and later at 210 Essex Street. Of the works currently known to be by Dennis, his
first high profile commisson was the 1877-1878 remodleing of the First Universaist
Church; his Victorian remodelings were reversed in arestoration by R. Clipson Sturgis
in 1924 and only the pavilionsand the chape remain. 1n 1834-1885 Denniswas
unsuccessful in hisbid to remodd the Sdem Jail, and competition won by Rufus
Sargent. In 1885 he remodded the John Tucker Deland House for use as the library
and offices of the Es=x Ingtitute at 34 Church Street. He is dso known to have
desgned commercid buildingsat 242 Essex Street in 1876 and a 1-:35 Central Streetin
1886. The commisson for &. Nicholas Church came late in his career, and he died five
yeas later a the age of axty-9x. Hisplans for the church are on file a the Archives of
the Commonwedth of Massachusetts among the Public Safety/Building Inspection
Department files.

It is not known whether Dennis consulted with members of the congregation about the
dedign, or the nature of his research into eestern European and European Russan
architecture when he undertook the desgn. While Dennis is unlikely to have hed
extengve knowledge of the home parish buildings of the church members the desgn put
forward under his name bears some common features of Eastern European Orthodox
church buildings, as well a of North American examples and adaptations of those forms.
Severd badc characterigtics of Orthodox church desgn provide points of contrast to
Roman Catholic building as well as the meetinghouse or auditory church tradition that
grew out of the Reformation. While the Orthodox Church dso hes the badlica as its
ancestrd form, the eastern church followed a course far removed from the Gothic
modes emphagzing verticality and elongation. The eestern churcheswere more drawvn
to centralizing plans, of Greek crosses, aos=sin squares, and occasondly mulit-sided
and nearly round buildings, and to the dome and domed tower.

(continued)
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The large masonry churches of townsand citieswere often square or nearly square, with
barrd-shaped gables in the roof and topped by multiple onion-domed towers. Even as
the influence of western architecture increased after the 17th century, buildersretained
many of the essentid features, and only a smal number of Latin aross or nave plan
churches were constmcted. By contrast, the mral regions of Russa, Ukraine, and
Bydoms developed and maintained a strong tradition of log and shingle churches,
sharing many of these featuesrendered inwood in the largest buildings.

The best examination of the adaptation of these Eastem European traditionsto North
American immigration isthe sudy of Ukrainian Churches built in Manitoba Canada
(Rostoff, Yereniuk, and Hryniuk 1990). In additionto a survey of local Ukrainian forms
that were repeated in that province, the authors catadlogue adaptation of these forms to
the new environment. Thelr typology included, in addition to the various Eclectic
desgns, categories for two-towered, three-towered, and cnciform churches. Thefirst
group conggts of gable-roofed meeting halswith onion-domed twin towers ontheir
facades. 1 nthe second group are churches of smilar desgn and the addition of athird
centrd tower, often sited on the ridge. The last group included the cross-gabled
churches often ornamented by domed crossngs as well as facade towers. Except for the
largest of these churches, mogt are quite plain, and the dements of the desgn that relate
mog dosdy to the ornament of tradition churches is the extendve use of the half-round
arch a openings and, of course, the onion domes. S. Nicholas Church comapres
favorably, in terms of eaboration of surfaces and ornament, with the urban examples of
that focus of Ukrainian settlement. The resamblance of Saint Nicholas Church to the
pictured examples of the three-towered church is strong, testimony to the strength of
traditional vaues among this group even when their numbers were smal comapred to
other parts of North America, and even when they relied on the efforts of an American
architect to execute the desgn for their church.

. Nicholas Church's earliest members were Easten European immigrants, part of the
larger movement of displaced personswho migrated due to crowding and declining
agriculture. Those immigrants came to Sdem primarily from the Bydomssan and
Ukranian portions of the Tsarist Russan and the Austro-Hungarian empires. While
their national borders have changed and been reinterpreted over time, the focus of these
datesisin the Dnieper River drainage, a magjor north-south flowing river through the
Eastern European land massthat drains into the Black Saa on the south. White Russa
or Bydomssa as the area was know is located to the north, bordering on the Batic
dates on the north, Russa on the eadt, and Poland on the west. The Ukraineislocated
to the south, sharing its eestern border with the Caucaucus area of Russa, and with
Moldova, Roumania, Hungary, the former Czechodovakia, and Poland to the wed.

(continued)
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Now known as the independent republics of Ukraine and Bydoms, these areas were
long caught between expanding and contracting empires on their eestem and western
borders, and were repeatedly and differently divided by more powerful neighbors
throughout modern times. Bydoms was successvey controlled by the Lithuanians, the
Poles, the Tsarit Russan empire, and the Union of Soviet Socidist Republics, and for
brief periods by the eessward expanding Central Powers and later the Nazis. Cultura
nationalism within Byelomsrose in modem times first anong the intellectualswith
increased interest infolklife, and nationalists movements basad in both socdismand
more consarvative Catholic circles. The Ukraine rose to regional importance at the end
of the last millenium, a powerful kingdom with its capital in Kiev. Attacked by the
Mongoliansfrom the eed, the area was soon divided among its rising neighbors,
controlled by the Poles and later the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the west and the
Russansin the eest and the north. A brief period of independence after the Russan
Revolution, followed by occupation by Nazi Germany. The rise of the Cossacks wes
regpongble for the early development of a nationalist identification for Ukrainians.
During these periods of changing authority individuals came to adopt either a Polish or a
Russan cultural orientation, or a Catholicor an Orthodox religious orientation. Among
the peasantsin both countries, identification remained predominantly loca or regiond
rather than national. 1t isthus not surprisngthat sudents of immigration from these
aress emphedze that, prior to World War |, immigrants identified themsaves with their
controlling empire, their home locality, or their religion, rather than these ephemerd
nation gates (Thernstrom et al. 1980: passm).

Immigration from these areas to the United States and Canada occured in three waves
The first, dating from 1830 to 1914, wes the result of over-population and aresulting
lack of available land in these areas. Subsequently large number came after World
War | and the Russan Revolution and the reconfiguring of Eastern European borders,
and after World War |1, when the Nazi assault resulted in many displaced persons
Particularly during the first phase, these groups were identified, by outsders and often
by themsdves, by national origin and thus amnong the larger population of Russans,
Audtrains, and Poles They first gopear in Sdem as 171 Austriansin the 1895 Sate
cenaus, and in large numbers in the 1906 state cenaus when they are counted among the
491 Russans and 654 Poles. Many of these newcomars were Roman Catholic and the
rise of a Polish national parish in Sdem dates to the 19005 just at the time this church
wes organizing. Research on these Sdem ethnic groups has not been extensve. Polish
neighborhoods have been located in this neighborhood west of Webb Street, as well as
dong Derby Street to the south. Many of the Eastern Europeans found employment es
leather workers and at the Naumkeag Steem Cotton Company. The Great Fire of 1914
did much to disperse thisgroup as the leather industry relocated, but many loyd

(continued)
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parishioners continued to attend to St Nicholas from other neighborhoods and neerby
towns. Didocation and migration caused by World War | and the Russan Revolutions
added significantly to the Sdem community and by 1930 the Russians numbered 858 and
the Poles 1,894. With larger numbers came to formation of ingtitutionsreflecting the
tme divergty within the community and the Ukrainian Catholic St John's Church, on
nearby Bridge Street, was organized in 1930. Immigration after World War |1 added
particularly to the numbers of professona and skilled workers. Today the congregation
includes a broad spectmm of the Sdem community, welcoming worshipers from many
ethnic groups while cdebrating Savic cultura traditions.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Boundary Description:

The boundaries of St Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are illustrated on the
atached City of Sdem Assessors Map 41, lot 219.

Boundary Justification:

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically assodated with Saint
Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 8,100 square feet

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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D See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the tx)undaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

EII-Explam why the boundgnes were selected on a continuation sheet.)
1 For Prepare

nameftite Claire W. Dempsey, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae March 1993
street & number 80 Bovliston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zipcode 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Sai nt Nicholas Russian Othodox G eek Catholic Church

name
street & number 64 Forrester Street telephone.
city or town ANANA state  MA Zip code _2iiZ0_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 efseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

EE A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

Q A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

e Da cemetery.

e E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
« Fa commemorative property.

* G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Essex County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
ETHN C HER TAGE HRAS AN

RELI G ON
SO AL H STARY

Period of Significance

1908 —1943

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Dennis, WIlIliam Devereaux

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

« previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
I State Historic Preservation Office

e Other State agency
« Federal agency
I Local government
e University
e Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Sal em Pl anni ng Depart nent
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1. Name of Property

historic name Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory

Other names/site number.

2. Location

street & number. ~ 64-66 Forrester Street not for publication
city or town Sa lem N/S vicinity

sate  Massachusetts code MA county Essex oode 009 Zp code 01970

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this E nomination

n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

D nationally » statewide B locally. ( = See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

(fgtature o cartifying officid/Title JuCiflith B. McDonougH"te |Executive Director
ilassachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Sae d Fedad agacy ad bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby o6rtify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper

KaLi uual Hegl at of

Date of Action
©entered Inthe National Register,
n See continuation sheet.

n determined eligible tor the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

n removed from the National
Register.
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Nare d Propaty

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many t>oxes as apply) (Check only one tXDx)
H private Xl building(s)
e public-local » (district
* public-State » site
* public-Federal e structure
» oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: church; rectory

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19th AND 20th CENTURY REVI VALS:
Byzantine Revival, Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Essex County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIA ON church; rectory

*Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone

walls Wood, Almminum
roof. Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located at the corner of Forrester and
Webb dreetsin the densdy settled residential neighborhood between the Sdem
Common and CollinsCove in Sdlem. Sited on a small |ot the church facesto the
northwest and the rectory is located on the same parcel to the south. The church
replaced an earlier chapel and was built in 1908 by the Sdem architect William
Devereaux Dennis; the rectory was constructed soon after. The distinctiveform and
ornament of the church, most notably its blue onion domes, make it an important and
well-known local landmark.

The area around the Church was developed in the third quarter of the 19th century as
the marshly land before the cove was filled and platted for residential construction. At
the western edge of the district are the Federal period mansions constructed around the
Common as the Sdem €lite reconfigured it as Washington Square. This area was laid
out with gtreets running from the east sde of the Square to Webb Street, the new artery
along the Cove. Construction on this grid was most rapid during the 1880s, and
speculative builders constructed a narrow range of single- and two-framily resdences
common in similar neighborhoods throughout New England. The houses on Boardman
Street demonstrate the form that came to characterize middle- and working-class
neighborhoods of the late 19th century. Primarily gable front in orientation, these
houses have a three bay facade and sde entry. In their interior plan they employ one of
the severa vairations of the sde or corner passage plan that rose to pre-eminence at this
time. During the early years of the 20th century, larger apartment blocks were added to
fill inthe lots along these streets. Set on small lots and close to the street, these houses
created the inner residential neighborhoods of expanding turn-of-the-century cities and
large towns.

On its exerior . Nicholas Church takes a common western church form but is
ornamented with distinctive ornament from the Orthodox tradition. The ornamental
vocabulary of the church has been described as Byzantine Revival (Tolles 1983: 37), and
reflects the Eastern European originsof the congregation. The building measures 39 by
62 feet built of frame construction on a stone foundation. Its primary single story gable
block presentsits gabled end to the street with a semi-projecting entry tower and sde
turrets on its facade and an gpsein the rear. It is dominated by five bright blue domes
located on the center entry tower, the two turrets and two on the roof ridge. The largest
domes on the ridge sit on the octagona arcaded drums; the smaller domes sit on square
drums, those on the tower decorated with arcading and crosses. Each blue dome is
topped by the distinctivethree-barred cross. On the facade, openings are arranged in

(continued)
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two tiers and five bays on the main block, with a thrid tier in the tower. Large round-
heeded openings are located at the entry and aove it in the center tower, with around
window or oculus above. The tower is flanked by narrow windows, flat in the firsttier,
round-heeded in the second. Each tower islit by aflat-headedwindow in the first tier,
an oculus above. The latera wdlsare lit by four evenly-goaced, round-headed windows.
The facade wall is covered in gray matchboard with white trim while the 9de and rear
wadlls have been covered in duminum siding.

The unifying Orthodox symbal of the circleis repeated in the compostion of the facade.
The entry is covered by a semi-circular canopy supported by columns, a shepe echoed in
the round and round headed windows in the sscond tier of the facade as well as on the
four long wall windows. Each opening is marked by thick, eared labds and sained glass
Round-headed arcading is employed in the centra belfry and at the cornice hne and
tower belt courses. The use of three towers symbalized the Trinity of the Father, the
Son, and Holy Spirit; the use of five domes symbolized Christ and the four Evangdids.

The interior of S. Nicholas bears a dosar ressmblance to Orthodox church design,
including a nearly square meeting area and the traditional divison into three functional
subsections. The smal vestibule or narthex occupies the narrow front section of the
building, marked on the exterior by the tower and turrets. Stairs to the basament hall
and alavatory are dso located here. The mgority of the main block endoses the nave,
ornamented by wall and celling paintings, as well as the the stained dlass of the windows.
The nave originally had no pews the tradition of orthodoxy being to gand. The foca
point of the nave is the screen of seventeen icons, the iconadtas, that divides the nave
from the sanctuary. It is reached by four ggpsto the avon or pulpit, where the priest
adminigers communion, leeds the litanies, reads the gogpd, and ddivers sarmons Only
the ordained dergy can pessthrough the royal doors in the iconadasto enter the
sanctuary where communion is celebrated at the prestol or dtar. The basament of the
church included gpace for lavatories and a kitchen, and a large meeting hall.

The current gpopearance of the church reflects minor recent dterations and interior
embdlishments  First during World War |1 the panvswere ingtalled, in aconfiguration
of dipson ether 9de of acentral aide. During repair campaign of the 19805 the lower
hall was modernized, the sding on the lateral walls added, the stained dlass ingtaled,
and the interior repainted. The windowswere desgned by Archpriest Vitaly Vaosheullo,
and executed from hiswatercolors by the Vetro Art Glass Company, formerly of
Pittsburg PA. Most recently the celling wes restored to reved the origina ornamentd
timbers and a painting of Christ Pantocrator, or Christ the Judge, the traditional
treatment of the dome in an Orthodox Church, replacing a centra medallion.

(continued)
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Comparison of the current gppearance to the architect's drawing dso suggetsthat the
canopy a the entry isnot original.

Sevad years after the congtruction of the Church, betwen 1911 and 1913, a rectory was
added next door to provide housing for the pagtor and hisfamily. The two-and-a-hdf
dory hip block is a frame Colonia Reviva desgn with bay windows, a 9de entry, and a
two-gory front porch. The building'sornament includes the trestment of the polygona
bay windows the front door and surround, and a very daborate wide comice of svags in
the frieze. Thishouseis an example of the turn-of-the-century housatype cdled the
Four Square, named for its cubica masing, as well as the common configuration of its
first floor plan. Thisplan usudly includes four nearly equa-g9zed rooms, including a
large entry areq, a parlor, a dining room, and a kitchen, with a smilar plan of four
bedrooms above. The rectory was duminum sded in 1980 and its front porch extenson
over the garage datesto 1964. The rectory has been redecorated and itskitchen
modernized but no significant changes have been made.

Archaeological Description

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located in an area of documented
prehistoric settlement. At leest 34 prehigtoric gtes are recorded in the generd area
(within one mile) including one dte which may extend into the church locale. The
Boardman Street Site, 19ES 375 islocated lessthan 1,000 f t from the church. The
boundaries of that ste are unknown. Materialswere collected from the dte inthe late
19th and early 20th centuries. The physcd characteridics of the areainclude locational
characteridics, awell drained, relativey leved land surface bordering Collins Cove near
Beverly Harbor, which are favorable for Native American subggence and settlement
activities.  In generd, however, the potential for significant archaeologica survivas,
both prehistoric and historic, is low because the church isbuilt in a densdy occupied
resdentia area and because the church and rectory, each of which has abasemernt,
covas a mgor portion of the | ot

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
tor National Register listing.)

IS A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

» B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

B C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

e D Property has yielded, or is li<ely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Markc "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
H A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

» B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.
« Da cemetery.
» E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Essex County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
FTHNTC HF.RTTACF., EURASIA

RELIGION
SnCTAT. HISTORY

Period of Significance
1908 - 1943

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Dennis, W IIliam Devereaux

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Primary location of additional data:
H State Historic Preservation Office

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

» Other State agency
» Federal agency
S Local government
* University
» Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical
Sal em Pl anni ng Depart nent

N
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10. Geographical Data

M. 8,100 Cofto 4l th 1
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UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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¢ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Claire W Denpsey, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MC

organization MBSSRChNSELLS i, shefiaa)  Comm ssikap Ay January 1994
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
City or town Boston MW m ANip code  "AAAA

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Saint Nicholas Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church
Street & number 64 Forrester Street telephone _
city or town Salem state MA zip code 01970

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions PP S (1024-0018), VA  ington, DC 20503.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church forms a distinctive cultural monument within the city of
Sdem. The church is known as a landmark for its blue domes and is closdly associated
with severd of the city's most important immigrant groups. St. Nicholas Orthodox
Church is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places meeting criteria A and C
at the local level. Although &. Nicholas Church is a property owned by religious
institution and used for religious purposes, it derives its primary significance from both
its architectural and its historic importance within the historic landscape of the City of
Sdem. It retains integrity of location, setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling,
and association.

. Nicholas Orthodox Church was built in 1908 to house a congregation for an
expanding population of the Eastern European immigrants of the Orthodox and Eastern
Rite Catholic or Uniate faiths. Of the Orthodox churches, only the Russan Orthodox
under the Moscow Patriarch had established a church organization and hierarchy within
the United States, dating to 1794 in Alaska. Orthodox immigrants from many national
and ethnic communities thus turned to the Russian church and those of Eastern
European originswere united by the Old Church Savonic language of the services. In
addition, some had been members of Eastern Right Catholic or Uniate Churches.
Sharing some theological and liturgical traditions with the Orthodox, but recognizing the
leadership of the Pope in Rome, priests of this tradition were rare in the U.S. and
Roman Catholic religious were not dways sensitive or sympathetic to their needs. When
this group was chartered in 1901 it apparently emphasized the Catholic tradition, as
ome early records use Latin. The congregation is listed as smply the Russan Catholic
Church in the city directories of 1903 and 1904, as St. Nicholas Russan Catholic Church
between 1905 and 1907, and in the Essex County Deeds as St. Nicholas Russan Greek
Catholic Church; it appeared on a 1906 atlas of the city it is marked "Catholic Church."
Once this building was constructed it was consistently known as a Russian Orthodox
Church. The Russan Revolution of 1917 caused significant divisions among followers of
the Moscow patriarch abroad, but this church joined the majority of churchesin the
United States and assumed a position of loyal autonomy. In 1970 the independence of
the American churcheswas acknowledged as the the autocephalic Orthodox Churchin
America. One of the earliest Russan Churchesin New England, this congregation was
soon joined by other orthodox in Boston, Lowell, Lynn, and Springfieldin

M assachusetts.

The parcel on which the church standswas acquired in two parcelsin 1901 and 1904
from Albert Smrecznszki. Smrecznszki had purchased them as part of a sngle larger |ot

(continued)
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from Samuel W. Berry and MartyhaL. C. Berry earlier the sameyear. The Berrys clam
to the land dated to a probate division of 1882 in which this parcel was a part of the
property assgned to Elizabeth Berry. On the first parcel purchased the newly formed
church constructed a small church, mentioned in a deed and drawn on the atlas of 1906.
This building was fitted for use as the rectory when the corner portion of the parcel was
added and the new larger church constructed. The earlier church was removed when the
rectory was constructed before 1911.

The architect of the church, William Devereaux Dennis, was born in Sdem in 1847. The
son of Devereaux Dennis a Sdem housewright, he grew up on Dearborn Street in north
Sdem. He first appears in the Sdem Directories in 1866 and subsequently lived nearby
on Buffam Street with his own family. Dennis's officewas located at 243 1/2 Essex
Street and later at 210 Essex Street.  Of the works currently known to be by Dennis, his
first high profile commission was the 1877-1878 remodleing of the First Universalist
Church; his Victorian remodelings were reversed in a restoration by R. Clipson Sturgis
in 1924 and only the pavilions and the chapel remain. I1n 1884-1835 Dennis was
unsuccessful in his bid to remodel the Sdem Jail, and competition won by Rufus
Sargent 1n 1885 he remodeled the John Tucker Deland House for use as the library
and officesof the Essex Institute at 34 Church Street He is adso known to have
designed commercial buildingsat 242 Essex Street in 1876 and at 1-35 Central Streetin
1886. The commission for &. Nicholas Church came late in his career, and he died five
years later at the age of sixty-ax. His plans for the church are on file at the Archives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts among the Public Safety/Building Inspection
Department files.

It is not known whether Dennis consulted with members of the congregation about the
design, or the nature of his research into eastern European and European Russan
architecture when he undertook the design. While Dennis is unlikely to have had
extensve knowledge of the home parish buildings of the church members, the desgn put
forward under his name bears some common features of Eastern European Orthodox
church buildings, as well as of North American examples and adaptations of thoseforms.
Severd basic characteristics of Orthodox church design provide points of contrast to
Roman Catholic building a well as the meetinghouse or auditory church tradition that
grew out of the Reformation. While the Orthodox Church dso has the basilica as its
ancestral form, the eastern church followed a course far removed from the Gothic
modes emphasizing verticality and elongation. The eastern churches were more drawn
to centralizing plans, of Greek crosses, crosses in squares, and occasionally muht-sided
and nearly round buildings, and to the dome and domed tower.

(continued)
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The large masonry churches of towns and citieswere often square or nearly square, with
barrd-shgped gadles inthe roof and topped by multiple onion-domed towers. Even as
the influence of western architecture increased after the 17th century, builders retained
many of the essentid features, and only a smdl number of Latin cross or nave plan
churches were congructed. By contrast, the rural regions of Russa, Ukraine, and
Bydoms developed and maintained a strong tradition of log and shingle churches,
sharing many of these featues rendered in wood in the largest buildings.

The best examination of the adaptation of these Eastern European traditionsto North
American immigration is the sudy of Ukrainian Churches built in Manitoba Caneda
(Rostoff, Yereniuk, and Hryniuk 1990). In addition to a survey of local Ukrainian forms
that were repeeated inthat province, the authors catalogue adaptation of these forms to
the new environment. Their typology included, in addition to the various Eclectic
desgns categories for two-towered, three-towered, and cruciform churches. Thefirst
group condgs of gable-roofed meeting halswith onion-domed twin towers ontheir
facades. In the second group are churches of smilar desgn and the addition of a third
centrd tower, often sited on the ridge. The last group included the cross-gabled
churches often ornamented by domed arossngs as well as facade towers. Except for the
largest of these churches, mogt are quite plain, and the dements of the desgn that relate
mog dosdy to the ornament of tradition churches is the extensve use of the half-round
arch a openings and, of course, the onion domes. St. Nicholas Church comgores
favorably, in terms of eaboration of surfaces and ornament, with the urban examples of
that focus of Ukrainian settlement. The ressmblance of Saint Nicholas Church to the
pictured examples of the three-towered church is strong, testimony to the strength of
traditional vaues among this group even when their numbers were smal comeapred to
other parts of North America, and even when they relied on the efforts of an American
architect to execute the desgn for their church.

S. Nicholas Church's earliest members were Eagtern European immigrants, part of the
larger movement of digplaced personswho migrated due to crowding and declining
agriculture. Those immigrants came to Sdem primarily from the Bydorussan and
Ukranian portions of the Tsarist Russan and the Austro-Hungarian empires. While
their national borders have changed and been reinterpreted over time, the focusof these
datesisin the Dnieper River drainage, a mgor north-south flowing river through the
Eagtern European land messthat drains into the Black Saa on the south. White Russa
or Bydorussa as the areawas know is located to the north, bordering on the Baltic
dates on the north, Russa on the eedt, and Poland on the west. The Ukraineislocated
to the south, sharing its eestern border with the Caucaucus area of Russa, and with
Moldova, Roumania, Hungary, the former Czechodovakia, and Poland to the west

(continued)



NPS Forni 1IM(X>« OMS Acpmvaf Mo t01*.001l
(Me)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet st Nicholas orthodox Church and Rectory
Sdem (Essex County)
M assachusetts

Section number ’Q Page

Now known as the independent republics of Ukraine and Byeloms, these areas were
long caught between expanding and contracting empires on their eastern and western
borders, and were repeatedly and differently divided by more powerful neighbors
throughout modern times. Byelomswas successvely controlled by the Lithuanians, the
Poles, the Tsarist Russian empire, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and for
brief periods by the eastward expanding Central Powers and later the Nazis. Cultural
nationalism within Byeloms rose in modern times first among the intellectualswith
increased interest infolklife, and nationalists movements based in both socialism and
more conservative Catholiccircles. The Ukrainerose to regiona importance a the end
of the last millenium, a powerful kingdom with its capital in Kiev. Attacked by the
Mongolians from the east, the area was soon divided among its rising neighbors,
controlled by the Poles and later the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the west and the
Russansin the east and the north. A brief period of independence after the Russan
Revolution, followed by occupation by Nazi Germany. The rise of the Cossackswas
responsible for the early development of a nationalist identification for Ukrainians.
During these periods of changing authority individuals came to adopt either a Polish or a
Russian cultural orientation, or a Catholic or an Orthodox rehgious orientation. Among
the peasants in both countries, identification remained predominantly local or regional
rather than national. It is thus not surprising that students of immigration from these
aress emphasize that, prior to World War |, immigrants identified themsalves with their
controlling empire, their home locality, or their religion, rather than these ephemeral
nation states (Thernstrom et al. 1980: passim).

Immigration from these areas to the United States and Canada occured in three waves.
The first dating from 1880 to 1914, was the result of over-population and aresulting
lack of available land in these areas. Subsequently large number came after World
War | and the Russian Revolution and the reconfiguring of Eastern European borders,
and after World War |1, when the Nazi assault resulted in many displaced persons.
Particularly duringthe first phase, these groups were identified, by outsders and often
by themsalves, by national origin and thus among the larger population of Russans,
Austrains, and Poles. They first gppear in Sdem as 171 Austriansin the 1895 gate
cenaus, and in large numbers in the 1905 state census, when they are counted among the
491 Russans and 654 Poles. Many of these newcomers were Roman Catholic and the
rise of a Polish national parish in Sdem dates to the 1900s just at the time thischurch
was organizing. Research on these Sdem ethnic groups has not been extensive. Polish
neighborhoods have been located in this neighborhood west of Webb Street as well as
along Derby Street to the south. Many of the Eastern Europeans found employment as
leather workers and at the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company. The Great Fire of 1914
did much to digperse this group as the leather industry relocated, but many loyal

(continued)
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parishioners continued to attend to St Nicholas from other neighborhoods and nearby
towns Didocation and migration causad by World War | and the Russan Revolutions
added sgnificantly to the Sdem community and by 1930 the Russans numbered 8538 and
the Poles 1,.894. With larger numbers came to formation of ingtitutions reflecting the
tme divergty within the community and the Ukrainian Catholic St John's Church, on
nearby Bridge Street, was organized in 1930. Immigration after World War || added
particularly to the numbers of professonal and skilledworkers. Today the congregation
includes a broad spectmm of the Sdem community, we coming worshipers from many
ethnic groupswhile celebrating Savic cultura traditions.

(end)
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(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Boundary Description:

The boundaries of St Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are illustrated on the
atached City of Sdem AssessorsMap 41, lot 219.

Boundary Justification:

The nominated property includes the entire parcd historically assodated with Sant
Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory.

(end)
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March 22, 1993

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of t he Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation form

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory, 64-66 Forrester Street, Salem
(Essex County), Massachusetts, 01970.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by theState Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notifiedof
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t henmeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocomrent.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

encl osure

cc: Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Mayor Neil J. Harrington, City of Salem
Annie Harris, Chairperson, SalemHistorical Conm ssion
Jane Quy, Preservation Planner, SalemHistorical Conm ssion
Patrick Cloherty, Director, Salem Public Library
Claire W Denpsey, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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April 14, 1993 AR19 198 i

Carol Shul |

Chief of Registration
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC  20013-7127

RE Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church andRectory, 64-66 Forrester Street, Salem
(Essex County), Massachusetts, 01970

Dear Ms. Shul |:

Because of a technical error i nnotifications, we arerequesting thereturnof
the above-naned nom nation. V& plan toresubmt thenomnation to the
National Park Service once thenotification error has been rectified.

Thank youfor your attention tothis matter.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

cc. Jane Quy, Preservation Planner, SalemHistorical Conm ssion
Claire W Denpsey, Preservation Consultant
Saint Nicholas Orthadox Church

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places REEMED
Departmlentp okf tShe Interior
Nationa ar ervice
P.Q Box 37127 JAN 25 1931
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127 NATIONAL
REGISTER

Dear Ms. Shull: $

?

Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation form

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church andRectory, 64-66 Forrester
Street, Salem (Essex County), Massachusetts, 01970.

This nomination was originally submtted t ot heNational Park
Service i nMarch 1993, but duet oa technical error i n the
notification process, theMI requested thenom nation be
returned. Thenotification error has since been corrected.

Because thecity of Salemi sa participant i ntheCertified Local
Government program, theowners were notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consideration 60-120 days bhefore themeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocoment. The nomi nation has
been voted eligible by the State Review Board andhas been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg I

National Register Director rtECEIVED 413

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
JAN 25-19A4
encl osure

cc: Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Mayor Neil J. Harrington, City of Salem ~
Jane Quy, Salem Historical Comm ssion C
Patrick Cloherty, Salem Public Library e
Claire W Denpsey, Preservation Consultant

Massachusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



