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7. DESCRIPTION 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located at the corner of Forrester and 
Webb streets in the densely settled residential neighborhood between the Salem 
Common and Collins Cove in Salem. Sited on a small lot the church faces to the 
northwest and the rectory is located on the same parcel to the south. The church 
replaced an earlier chapel and was built in 1908 by the Salem architect William 
Devereaux Dennis; the rectory was constructed soon after. The distinctive form and 
ornament of the church, most notably its blue onion domes, make it an important and 
well-known local landmark. 

The area around the Church was developed in the third quarter of the 19th century as 
the marshly land before the cove was filled and platted for residential construction. At 
the western edge of the district are the Federal period mansions constructed around the 
Common as the Salem elite reconfigured it as Washington Square. This area was laid 
out with streets running from the east side of the Square to Webb Street, the new artery 
along the Cove. Construction on this grid was most rapid during the 1880s, and 
speculative builders constructed a narrow range of single- and two-framily residences 
common in similar neighborhoods throughout New England. The houses on Boardman 
Street demonstrate the form that came to characterize middle- and working-class 
neighborhoods of the late 19th century. Primarily gable front in orientation, these 
houses have a three bay facade and side entry. In their interior plan they employ one of 
the several vairations of the side or comer passage plan that rose to pre-eminence at this 
time. During the early years of the 20th century, larger apartment blocks were added to 
fill in the lots along these streets. Set on small lots and close to the street, these houses 
created the inner residential neighborhoods of expanding turn-of-the-century cities and 
large towns. 

On its exerior St. Nicholas Church takes a common western church form but is 
ornamented with distinctive ornament from the Orthodox tradition. The ornamental 
vocabulary of the church has been described as Byzantine Revival (Tolles 1983: 37), and 
reflects the Eastern European origins of the congregation. The building measures 39 by 
62 feet built of frame construction on a stone foundation. Its primary single story gable 
block presents its gabled end to the street with a semi-projecting entry tower and side 
turrets on its facade and an apse in the rear. It is dominated by five bright blue domes 
located on the center entry tower, the two turrets and two on the roof ridge. The largest 
domes on the ridge sit on the octagonal arcaded drums; the smaller domes sit on square 
drums, those on the tower decorated with arcading and crosses. Each blue dome is 
topped by the distinctive three-barred cross. On the facade, openings are arranged in 

(continued) 
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two tiers and five bays on the main block, with a thrid tier in the tower. Large round-
headed openings are located at the entry and above it in the center tower, with a round 
window or oculus above. The tower is flanked by narrow windows, flat in the first tier, 
round-headed in the second. Each tower is lit by a flat-headed window in the first tier, 
an oculus above. The lateral walls are lit by four evenly-spaced, round-headed windows. 
The facade wall is covered in gray matchboard with white trim while the side and rear 
walls have been covered in aluminum siding. 

The unifying Orthodox symbol of the circle is repeated in the composition of the facade. 
The entry is covered by a semi-circular canopy supported by columns, a shape echoed in 
the round and round headed windows in the second tier of the facade as well as on the 
four long wall windows. Each opening is marked by thick, eared labels and stained glass. 
Round-headed arcading is employed in the central belfry and at the comice line and 
tower belt courses. The use of three towers symbolized the Trinity of the Father, the 
Son, and Holy Spirit; the use of five domes symbolized Christ and the four Evangelists. 

The interior of St. Nicholas bears a closer resemblance to Orthodox church design, 
including a nearly square meeting area and the traditional division into three functional 
subsections. The small vestibule or narthex occupies the narrow front section of the 
building, marked on the exterior by the tower and turrets. Stairs to the basement hall 
and a lavatory are also located here. The majority of the main block encloses the nave, 
ornamented by wall and ceiling paintings, as well as the the stained glass of the windows. 
The nave originally had no pews, the tradition of orthodoxy, being to stand. The focal 
point of the nave is the screen of seventeen icons, the iconastas, that divides the nave 
from the sanctuary. It is reached by four steps to the avon or pulpit, where the priest 
administers communion, leads the litanies, reads the gospel, and delivers sermons. Only 
the ordained clergy can pass through the royal doors in the iconastas to enter the 
sanctuary where communion is celebrated at the prestol or altar. The basement of the 
church included space for lavatories and a kitchen, and a large meeting hall. 

The current appearance of the church reflects minor recent alterations and interior 
embellishments. First during World War I I the pews were installed, in a configuration 
of slips on either side of a central aisle. During repair campaign of the 1960s, the lower 
hall was modernized, the siding on the lateral walls added, the stained glass installed, 
and the interior repainted. The windows were designed by Archpriest Vitaly VoshcuUo, 
and executed from his watercolors by the Vetro Art Glass Company, formerly of 
Pittsburg PA. Most recently the ceiling was restored to reveal the original ornamental 
tunbers and a painting of Christ Pantocrator, or Christ the Judge, the traditional 
treatment of the dome in an Orthodox Church, replacing a central medallion. 

(continued) 
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Comparision of the current appearance to the architect's drawing also suggests that the 
canopy at the entry is not original. 

Several years after the construction of the Church, betwen 1911 and 1913, a rectory was 
added next door to provide housing for the pastor and his family. The two-and-a-half 
story hip block is a frame Colonial Revival design with bay windows, a side entry, and a 
two-story front porch. The building's ornament includes the treatment of the polygonal 
bay windows the front door and surround, and a very elaborate wide cornice of swags in 
the frieze. This house is an example of the turn-of-the-century housetype called the 
Four Square, named for its cubical massing, as well as the common configuration of its 
first floor plan. This plan usually includes four nearly equal-sized rooms, including a 
large entry area, a parlor, a dining room, and a kitchen, with a similar plan of four 
bedrooms above. The rectory was aluminum sided in 1960 and its front porch extension 
over the garage dates to 1964. The rectory has been redecorated and its kitchen 
modernized but no significant changes have been made. 

Archaeological Description 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located in an area of documented 
prehistoric settlement. At least 34 prehistoric sites are recorded in the general area 
(within one mile) including one site which may extend into the church locale. The 
Boardman Street Site, 19-ES-375 is located less than 1,000 ft. from the church. The 
boundaries of that site are unknown. Materials were collected from the site in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. The physical characteristics of the area include locational 
characteristics, a well drained, relatively level land surface bordering Collins Cove near 
Beverly Harbor, which are favorable for Native American subsistence and settlement 
activities. In general, however, the potential for significant archaeological survivals, 
both prehistoric and historic, is low because the church is built in a densely occupied 
residential area and because the church and rectory, each of which has a basement, 
covers a major portion of the lot. 

(end) 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church forms a distinctive cultural monument within the city of 
Salem. The church is known as a landmark for its blue domes and is closely associated 
with several of the city's most important immigrant groups. St. Nicholas Orthodox 
Church is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places meeting criteria A and C 
at the local level. Although St. Nicholas Church is a property owned by religious 
institution and used for religious purposes, it derives its primary significance from both 
its architectural and its historic importance within the historic landscape of the City of 
Salem. It retains integrity of location, setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church was built in 1908 to house a congregation for an 
expanding population of the Eastern European immigrants of the Orthodox and Eastern 
Rite Catholic or Uniate faiths. Of the Orthodox churches, only the Russian Orthodox 
under the Moscow Patriarch had established a church organization and hierarchy within 
the United States, dating to 1794 in Alaska. Orthodox immigrants from many national 
and ethnic communities thus turned to the Russian church and those of Eastern 
European origins were united by the Old Church Slavonic language of the services. In 
addition, some had been members of Eastern Right Catholic or Uniate Churches. 
Sharing some theological and liturgical traditions with the Orthodox, but recognizing the 
leadership of the Pope in Rome, priests of this tradition were rare in the U.S. and 
Roman Catholic religious were not always sensitive or sympathetic to their needs. When 
this group was chartered in 1901 it apparently emphasized the Catholic tradition, as 
some early records use Latin. The congregation is listed as simply the Russian Catholic 
Church in the city directories of 1903 and 1904, as St. Nicholas Russian Catholic Church 
between 1905 and 1907, and in the Essex County Deeds as St. Nicholas Russian Greek 
Catholic Church; it appeared on a 1906 atlas of the city it is marked "Catholic Church." 
Once this building was constructed it was consistently known as a Russian Orthodox 
Church. The Russian Revolution of 1917 caused significant divisions among followers of 
the Moscow patriarch abroad, but this church joined the majority of churches in the 
United States and assumed a position of loyal autonomy. In 1970 the independence of 
the American churches was acknowledged as the the autocephalic Orthodox Church in 
America. One of the earliest Russian Churches in New England, this congregation was 
soon joined by other orthodox in Boston, Lowell, Lynn, and Springfield in 
Massachusetts. 

The parcel on which the church stands was acquired in two parcels in 1901 and 1904 
from Albert Smrecznszki. Smrecznszki had purchased them as part of a single larger lot 

(continued) 
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from Samuel W. Berry and Martyha L. C. Berry earlier the same year. The Berrys claim 
to the land dated to a probate division of 1882 in which this parcel was a part of the 
property assigned to Elizabeth Berry. On the first parcel purchased the newly formed 
church constructed a small church, mentioned in a deed and drawn on the atlas of 1906. 
This building was fitted for use as the rectory when the comer portion of the parcel was 
added and the new larger church constructed. The earlier church was removed when the 
rectory was constmcted before 1911. 

The architect of the church, William Devereaux Dennis, was born in Salem in 1847. The 
son of Devereaux Dennis a Salem housewright, he grew up on Dearborn Street in north 
Salem. He first appears in the Salem Directories in 1866 and subsequently lived nearby 
on Buffam Street with his own family. Dennis's office was located at 243 1/2 Essex 
Street and later at 210 Essex Street. Of the works currently known to be by Dennis, his 
first high profile commission was the 1877-1878 remodleing of the First Universalist 
Church; his Victorian remodelings were reversed in a restoration by R. Clipson Sturgis 
in 1924 and only the pavilions and the chapel remain. In 1884-1885 Dennis was 
unsuccessful in his bid to remodel the Salem Jail, and competition won by Rufus 
Sargent. In 1885 he remodeled the John Tucker Deland House for use as the library 
and offices of the Essex Institute at 34 Church Street. He is also known to have 
designed commercial buildings at 242 Essex Street in 1876 and at 1-3-5 Central Street in 
1886. The commission for St. Nicholas Church came late in his career, and he died five 
years later at the age of sixty-six. His plans for the church are on file at the Archives of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts among the Public Safety/Building Inspection 
Department files. 

It is not known whether Dennis consulted with members of the congregation about the 
design, or the nature of his research into eastern European and European Russian 
architecture when he undertook the design. While Dennis is unlikely to have had 
extensive knowledge of the home parish buildings of the church members, the design put 
forward under his name bears some common features of Eastern European Orthodox 
church buildings, as well as of North American examples and adaptations of those forms. 
Several basic characteristics of Orthodox church design provide points of contrast to 
Roman Catholic building as well as the meetinghouse or auditory church tradition that 
grew out of the Reformation. While the Orthodox Church also has the basilica as its 
ancestral form, the eastern church followed a course far removed from the Gothic 
modes emphasizing verticality and elongation. The eastern churches were more drawn 
to centralizing plans, of Greek crosses, crosses in squares, and occasionally mulit-sided 
and nearly round buildings, and to the dome and domed tower. 

(continued) 
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The large masonry churches of towns and cities were often square or nearly square, with 
barrel-shaped gables in the roof and topped by multiple onion-domed towers. Even as 
the influence of western architecture increased after the 17th century, builders retained 
many of the essential features, and only a small number of Latin cross or nave plan 
churches were constmcted. By contrast, the mral regions of Russia, Ukraine, and 
Byeloms developed and maintained a strong tradition of log and shingle churches, 
sharing many of these featues rendered in wood in the largest buildings. 

The best examination of the adaptation of these Eastem European traditions to North 
American immigration is the study of Ukrainian Churches built in Manitoba Canada 
(Rostoff, Yereniuk, and Hryniuk 1990). In addition to a survey of local Ukrainian forms 
that were repeated in that province, the authors catalogue adaptation of these forms to 
the new environment. Their typology included, in addition to the various Eclectic 
designs, categories for two-towered, three-towered, and cmciform churches. The first 
group consists of gable-roofed meeting halls with onion-domed twin towers on their 
facades. In the second group are churches of similar design and the addition of a third 
central tower, often sited on the ridge. The last group included the cross-gabled 
churches often ornamented by domed crossings as well as facade towers. Except for the 
largest of these churches, most are quite plain, and the elements of the design that relate 
most closely to the ornament of tradition churches is the extensive use of the half-round 
arch at openings and, of course, the onion domes. St. Nicholas Church comapres 
favorably, in terms of elaboration of surfaces and ornament, with the urban examples of 
that focus of Ukrainian settlement. The resemblance of Saint Nicholas Church to the 
pictured examples of the three-towered church is strong, testimony to the strength of 
traditional values among this group even when their numbers were small comapred to 
other parts of North America, and even when they relied on the efforts of an American 
architect to execute the design for their church. 

St. Nicholas Church's earliest members were Eastem European immigrants, part of the 
larger movement of displaced persons who migrated due to crowding and declining 
agriculture. Those immigrants came to Salem primarily from the Byelomssian and 
Ukranian portions of the Tsarist Russian and the Austro-Hungarian empires. While 
their national borders have changed and been reinterpreted over time, the focus of these 
states is in the Dnieper River drainage, a major north-south flowing river through the 
Eastern European land mass that drains into the Black Sea on the south. White Russia 
or Byelomssia as the area was know is located to the north, bordering on the Baltic 
states on the north, Russia on the east, and Poland on the west. The Ukraine is located 
to the south, sharing its eastern border with the Caucaucus area of Russia, and with 
Moldova, Roumania, Hungary, the former Czechoslovakia, and Poland to the west. 

(continued) 
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Now known as the independent republics of Ukraine and Byeloms, these areas were 
long caught between expanding and contracting empires on their eastem and western 
borders, and were repeatedly and differently divided by more powerful neighbors 
throughout modern times. Byeloms was successively controlled by the Lithuanians, the 
Poles, the Tsarist Russian empire, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and for 
brief periods by the eastward expanding Central Powers and later the Nazis. Cultural 
nationalism within Byeloms rose in modem times first among the intellectuals with 
increased interest in folklife, and nationalists movements based in both socialism and 
more conservative Catholic circles. The Ukraine rose to regional importance at the end 
of the last millenium, a powerful kingdom with its capital in Kiev. Attacked by the 
Mongolians from the east, the area was soon divided among its rising neighbors, 
controlled by the Poles and later the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the west and the 
Russians in the east and the north. A brief period of independence after the Russian 
Revolution, followed by occupation by Nazi Germany. The rise of the Cossacks was 
responsible for the early development of a nationalist identification for Ukrainians. 
During these periods of changing authority individuals came to adopt either a Polish or a 
Russian cultural orientation, or a Catholic or an Orthodox religious orientation. Among 
the peasants in both countries, identification remained predominantly local or regional 
rather than national. It is thus not surprising that students of immigration from these 
areas emphasize that, prior to World War I , immigrants identified themselves with their 
controlling empire, their home locality, or their religion, rather than these ephemeral 
nation states (Thernstrom et al. 1980: passim). 

Immigration from these areas to the United States and Canada occured in three waves. 
The first, dating from 1880 to 1914, was the result of over-population and a resulting 
lack of available land in these areas. Subsequently large number came after World 
War I and the Russian Revolution and the reconfiguring of Eastern European borders, 
and after World War I I , when the Nazi assault resulted in many displaced persons. 
Particularly during the first phase, these groups were identified, by outsiders and often 
by themselves, by national origin and thus among the larger population of Russians, 
Austrains, and Poles. They first appear in Salem as 171 Austrians in the 1895 state 
census, and in large numbers in the 1905 state census, when they are counted among the 
491 Russians and 654 Poles. Many of these newcomers were Roman Catholic and the 
rise of a Polish national parish in Salem dates to the 1900s, just at the time this church 
was organizing. Research on these Salem ethnic groups has not been extensive. Polish 
neighborhoods have been located in this neighborhood west of Webb Street, as well as 
along Derby Street to the south. Many of the Eastern Europeans found employment as 
leather workers and at the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company. The Great Fire of 1914 
did much to disperse this group as the leather industry relocated, but many loyal 

(continued) 
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parishioners continued to attend to St Nicholas from other neighborhoods and nearby 
towns. Dislocation and migration caused by World War I and the Russian Revolutions 
added significantly to the Salem community and by 1930 the Russians numbered 858 and 
the Poles 1,894. With larger numbers came to formation of institutions reflecting the 
tme diversity within the community and the Ukrainian Catholic St John's Church, on 
nearby Bridge Street, was organized in 1930. Immigration after World War I I added 
particularly to the numbers of professional and skilled workers. Today the congregation 
includes a broad spectmm of the Salem community, welcoming worshipers from many 
ethnic groups while celebrating Slavic cultural traditions. 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Boundary Description: 

The boundaries of St Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are illustrated on the 
attached City of Salem Assessors Map 41, lot 219. 

Boundary Justification: 

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with Saint 
Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory. 

(end) 
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Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

EE A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

(Xl C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
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Property is: 

Q A owned by a religious institution or used for 
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• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 
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Dennis, William Devereaux 
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Bibliography 
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Name of repository: 
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Salem Planning Department 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located at the corner of Forrester and 
Webb streets in the densely settled residential neighborhood between the Salem 
Common and Collins Cove in Salem. Sited on a small lot the church faces to the 
northwest and the rectory is located on the same parcel to the south. The church 
replaced an earlier chapel and was built in 1908 by the Salem architect William 
Devereaux Dennis; the rectory was constructed soon after. The distinctive form and 
ornament of the church, most notably its blue onion domes, make it an important and 
well-known local landmark. 

The area around the Church was developed in the third quarter of the 19th century as 
the marshly land before the cove was filled and platted for residential construction. At 
the western edge of the district are the Federal period mansions constructed around the 
Common as the Salem elite reconfigured it as Washington Square. This area was laid 
out with streets running from the east side of the Square to Webb Street, the new artery 
along the Cove. Construction on this grid was most rapid during the 1880s, and 
speculative builders constructed a narrow range of single- and two-framily residences 
common in similar neighborhoods throughout New England. The houses on Boardman 
Street demonstrate the form that came to characterize middle- and working-class 
neighborhoods of the late 19th century. Primarily gable front in orientation, these 
houses have a three bay facade and side entry. In their interior plan they employ one of 
the several vairations of the side or corner passage plan that rose to pre-eminence at this 
time. During the early years of the 20th century, larger apartment blocks were added to 
fi l l in the lots along these streets. Set on small lots and close to the street, these houses 
created the inner residential neighborhoods of expanding turn-of-the-century cities and 
large towns. 

On its exerior St. Nicholas Church takes a common western church form but is 
ornamented with distinctive ornament from the Orthodox tradition. The ornamental 
vocabulary of the church has been described as Byzantine Revival (Tolles 1983: 37), and 
reflects the Eastern European origins of the congregation. The building measures 39 by 
62 feet built of frame construction on a stone foundation. Its primary single story gable 
block presents its gabled end to the street with a semi-projecting entry tower and side 
turrets on its facade and an apse in the rear. It is dominated by five bright blue domes 
located on the center entry tower, the two turrets and two on the roof ridge. The largest 
domes on the ridge sit on the octagonal arcaded drums; the smaller domes sit on square 
drums, those on the tower decorated with arcading and crosses. Each blue dome is 
topped by the distinctive three-barred cross. On the facade, openings are arranged in 

(continued) 
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two tiers and five bays on the main block, with a thrid tier in the tower. Large round-
headed openings are located at the entry and above it in the center tower, with a round 
window or oculus above. The tower is flanked by narrow windows, flat in the first tier, 
round-headed in the second. Each tower is lit by a flat-headed window in the first tier, 
an oculus above. The lateral walls are lit by four evenly-spaced, round-headed windows. 
The facade wall is covered in gray matchboard with white trim while the side and rear 
walls have been covered in aluminum siding. 

The unifying Orthodox symbol of the circle is repeated in the composition of the facade. 
The entry is covered by a semi-circular canopy supported by columns, a shape echoed in 
the round and round headed windows in the second tier of the facade as well as on the 
four long wall windows. Each opening is marked by thick, eared labels and stained glass. 
Round-headed arcading is employed in the central belfry and at the cornice hne and 
tower belt courses. The use of three towers symbolized the Trinity of the Father, the 
Son, and Holy Spirit; the use of five domes symbolized Christ and the four Evangelists. 

The interior of St. Nicholas bears a closer resemblance to Orthodox church design, 
including a nearly square meeting area and the traditional division into three functional 
subsections. The small vestibule or narthex occupies the narrow front section of the 
building, marked on the exterior by the tower and turrets. Stairs to the basement hall 
and a lavatory are also located here. The majority of the main block encloses the nave, 
ornamented by wall and ceiling paintings, as well as the the stained glass of the windows. 
The nave originally had no pews, the tradition of orthodoxy being to stand. The focal 
point of the nave is the screen of seventeen icons, the iconastas, that divides the nave 
from the sanctuary. It is reached by four steps to the avon or pulpit, where the priest 
administers communion, leads the litanies, reads the gospel, and delivers sermons. Only 
the ordained clergy can pass through the royal doors in the iconastas to enter the 
sanctuary where communion is celebrated at the prestol or altar. The basement of the 
church included space for lavatories and a kitchen, and a large meeting hall. 

The current appearance of the church reflects minor recent alterations and interior 
embellishments. First during World War I I the pews were installed, in a configuration 
of slips on either side of a central aisle. During repair campaign of the 1960s, the lower 
hall was modernized, the siding on the lateral walls added, the stained glass installed, 
and the interior repainted. The windows were designed by Archpriest Vitaly Voshcullo, 
and executed from his watercolors by the Vetro Art Glass Company, formerly of 
Pittsburg PA. Most recently the ceiling was restored to reveal the original ornamental 
timbers and a painting of Christ Pantocrator, or Christ the Judge, the traditional 
treatment of the dome in an Orthodox Church, replacing a central medallion. 

(continued) 
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Comparision of the current appearance to the architect's drawing also suggests that the 
canopy at the entry is not original. 

Several years after the construction of the Church, betwen 1911 and 1913, a rectory was 
added next door to provide housing for the pastor and his family. The two-and-a-half 
story hip block is a frame Colonial Revival design with bay windows, a side entry, and a 
two-story front porch. The building's ornament includes the treatment of the polygonal 
bay windows the front door and surround, and a very elaborate wide comice of swags in 
the frieze. This house is an example of the turn-of-the-century housetype called the 
Four Square, named for its cubical massing, as well as the common configuration of its 
first floor plan. This plan usually includes four nearly equal-sized rooms, including a 
large entry area, a parlor, a dining room, and a kitchen, with a similar plan of four 
bedrooms above. The rectory was aluminum sided in 1960 and its front porch extension 
over the garage dates to 1964. The rectory has been redecorated and its kitchen 
modernized but no significant changes have been made. 

Archaeological Description 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are located in an area of documented 
prehistoric settlement. At least 34 prehistoric sites are recorded in the general area 
(within one mile) including one site which may extend into the church locale. The 
Boardman Street Site, 19-ES-375 is located less than 1,000 f t from the church. The 
boundaries of that site are unknown. Materials were collected from the site in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. The physical characteristics of the area include locational 
characteristics, a well drained, relatively level land surface bordering Collins Cove near 
Beverly Harbor, which are favorable for Native American subsistence and settlement 
activities. In general, however, the potential for significant archaeological survivals, 
both prehistoric and historic, is low because the church is built in a densely occupied 
residential area and because the church and rectory, each of which has a basement, 
covers a major portion of the lot 

(end) 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church forms a distinctive cultural monument within the city of 
Salem. The church is known as a landmark for its blue domes and is closely associated 
with several of the city's most important immigrant groups. St. Nicholas Orthodox 
Church is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places meeting criteria A and C 
at the local level. Although St. Nicholas Church is a property owned by religious 
institution and used for religious purposes, it derives its primary significance from both 
its architectural and its historic importance within the historic landscape of the City of 
Salem. It retains integrity of location, setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. 

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church was built in 1908 to house a congregation for an 
expanding population of the Eastern European immigrants of the Orthodox and Eastern 
Rite Catholic or Uniate faiths. Of the Orthodox churches, only the Russian Orthodox 
under the Moscow Patriarch had established a church organization and hierarchy within 
the United States, dating to 1794 in Alaska. Orthodox immigrants from many national 
and ethnic communities thus turned to the Russian church and those of Eastern 
European origins were united by the Old Church Slavonic language of the services. In 
addition, some had been members of Eastern Right Catholic or Uniate Churches. 
Sharing some theological and liturgical traditions with the Orthodox, but recognizing the 
leadership of the Pope in Rome, priests of this tradition were rare in the U.S. and 
Roman Catholic religious were not always sensitive or sympathetic to their needs. When 
this group was chartered in 1901 it apparently emphasized the Catholic tradition, as 
some early records use Latin. The congregation is listed as simply the Russian Catholic 
Church in the city directories of 1903 and 1904, as St. Nicholas Russian Catholic Church 
between 1905 and 1907, and in the Essex County Deeds as St. Nicholas Russian Greek 
Catholic Church; it appeared on a 1906 atlas of the city it is marked "Catholic Church." 
Once this building was constructed it was consistently known as a Russian Orthodox 
Church. The Russian Revolution of 1917 caused significant divisions among followers of 
the Moscow patriarch abroad, but this church joined the majority of churches in the 
United States and assumed a position of loyal autonomy. In 1970 the independence of 
the American churches was acknowledged as the the autocephalic Orthodox Church in 
America. One of the earliest Russian Churches in New England, this congregation was 
soon joined by other orthodox in Boston, Lowell, Lynn, and Springfield in 
Massachusetts. 

The parcel on which the church stands was acquired in two parcels in 1901 and 1904 
from Albert Smrecznszki. Smrecznszki had purchased them as part of a single larger lot 

(continued) 
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from Samuel W. Berry and Martyha L. C. Berry earlier the same year. The Berrys claim 
to the land dated to a probate division of 1882 in which this parcel was a part of the 
property assigned to Elizabeth Berry. On the first parcel purchased the newly formed 
church constructed a small church, mentioned in a deed and drawn on the atlas of 1906. 
This building was fitted for use as the rectory when the corner portion of the parcel was 
added and the new larger church constructed. The earlier church was removed when the 
rectory was constructed before 1911. 

The architect of the church, William Devereaux Dennis, was born in Salem in 1847. The 
son of Devereaux Dennis a Salem housewright, he grew up on Dearborn Street in north 
Salem. He first appears in the Salem Directories in 1866 and subsequently lived nearby 
on Buffam Street with his own family. Dennis's office was located at 243 1/2 Essex 
Street and later at 210 Essex Street. Of the works currently known to be by Dennis, his 
first high profile commission was the 1877-1878 remodleing of the First Universalist 
Church; his Victorian remodelings were reversed in a restoration by R. Clipson Sturgis 
in 1924 and only the pavilions and the chapel remain. In 1884-1885 Dennis was 
unsuccessful in his bid to remodel the Salem Jail, and competition won by Rufus 
Sargent In 1885 he remodeled the John Tucker Deland House for use as the library 
and offices of the Essex Institute at 34 Church Street He is also known to have 
designed commercial buildings at 242 Essex Street in 1876 and at 1-3-5 Central Street in 
1886. The commission for St. Nicholas Church came late in his career, and he died five 
years later at the age of sixty-six. His plans for the church are on file at the Archives of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts among the Public Safety/Building Inspection 
Department files. 

It is not known whether Dennis consulted with members of the congregation about the 
design, or the nature of his research into eastern European and European Russian 
architecture when he undertook the design. While Dennis is unlikely to have had 
extensive knowledge of the home parish buildings of the church members, the design put 
forward under his name bears some common features of Eastern European Orthodox 
church buildings, as well as of North American examples and adaptations of those forms. 
Several basic characteristics of Orthodox church design provide points of contrast to 
Roman Catholic building as well as the meetinghouse or auditory church tradition that 
grew out of the Reformation. While the Orthodox Church also has the basilica as its 
ancestral form, the eastern church followed a course far removed from the Gothic 
modes emphasizing verticality and elongation. The eastern churches were more drawn 
to centralizing plans, of Greek crosses, crosses in squares, and occasionally muht-sided 
and nearly round buildings, and to the dome and domed tower. 

(continued) 
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The large masonry churches of towns and cities were often square or nearly square, with 
barrel-shaped gables in the roof and topped by multiple onion-domed towers. Even as 
the influence of western architecture increased after the 17th century, builders retained 
many of the essential features, and only a small number of Latin cross or nave plan 
churches were constructed. By contrast, the rural regions of Russia, Ukraine, and 
Byeloms developed and maintained a strong tradition of log and shingle churches, 
sharing many of these featues rendered in wood in the largest buildings. 

The best examination of the adaptation of these Eastern European traditions to North 
American immigration is the study of Ukrainian Churches built in Manitoba Canada 
(Rostoff, Yereniuk, and Hryniuk 1990). In addition to a survey of local Ukrainian forms 
that were repeated in that province, the authors catalogue adaptation of these forms to 
the new environment. Their typology included, in addition to the various Eclectic 
designs, categories for two-towered, three-towered, and cruciform churches. The first 
group consists of gable-roofed meeting halls with onion-domed twin towers on their 
facades. In the second group are churches of similar design and the addition of a third 
central tower, often sited on the ridge. The last group included the cross-gabled 
churches often ornamented by domed crossings as well as facade towers. Except for the 
largest of these churches, most are quite plain, and the elements of the design that relate 
most closely to the ornament of tradition churches is the extensive use of the half-round 
arch at openings and, of course, the onion domes. St. Nicholas Church comapres 
favorably, in terms of elaboration of surfaces and ornament, with the urban examples of 
that focus of Ukrainian settlement. The resemblance of Saint Nicholas Church to the 
pictured examples of the three-towered church is strong, testimony to the strength of 
traditional values among this group even when their numbers were small comapred to 
other parts of North America, and even when they relied on the efforts of an American 
architect to execute the design for their church. 

St. Nicholas Church's earliest members were Eastern European immigrants, part of the 
larger movement of displaced persons who migrated due to crowding and declining 
agriculture. Those immigrants came to Salem primarily from the Byelorussian and 
Ukranian portions of the Tsarist Russian and the Austro-Hungarian empires. While 
their national borders have changed and been reinterpreted over time, the focus of these 
states is in the Dnieper River drainage, a major north-south flowing river through the 
Eastern European land mass that drains into the Black Sea on the south. White Russia 
or Byelorussia as the area was know is located to the north, bordering on the Baltic 
states on the north, Russia on the east, and Poland on the west. The Ukraine is located 
to the south, sharing its eastern border with the Caucaucus area of Russia, and with 
Moldova, Roumania, Hungary, the former Czechoslovakia, and Poland to the west 

(continued) 
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Now known as the independent republics of Ukraine and Byeloms, these areas were 
long caught between expanding and contracting empires on their eastern and western 
borders, and were repeatedly and differently divided by more powerful neighbors 
throughout modern times. Byeloms was successively controlled by the Lithuanians, the 
Poles, the Tsarist Russian empire, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and for 
brief periods by the eastward expanding Central Powers and later the Nazis. Cultural 
nationalism within Byeloms rose in modern times first among the intellectuals with 
increased interest in folklife, and nationalists movements based in both socialism and 
more conservative Catholic circles. The Ukraine rose to regional importance at the end 
of the last millenium, a powerful kingdom with its capital in Kiev. Attacked by the 
Mongolians from the east, the area was soon divided among its rising neighbors, 
controlled by the Poles and later the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the west and the 
Russians in the east and the north. A brief period of independence after the Russian 
Revolution, followed by occupation by Nazi Germany. The rise of the Cossacks was 
responsible for the early development of a nationalist identification for Ukrainians. 
During these periods of changing authority individuals came to adopt either a Polish or a 
Russian cultural orientation, or a Catholic or an Orthodox rehgious orientation. Among 
the peasants in both countries, identification remained predominantly local or regional 
rather than national. It is thus not surprising that students of immigration from these 
areas emphasize that, prior to World War I , immigrants identified themselves with their 
controlling empire, their home locality, or their religion, rather than these ephemeral 
nation states (Thernstrom et al. 1980: passim). 

Immigration from these areas to the United States and Canada occured in three waves. 
The first dating from 1880 to 1914, was the result of over-population and a resulting 
lack of available land in these areas. Subsequently large number came after World 
War I and the Russian Revolution and the reconfiguring of Eastern European borders, 
and after World War I I , when the Nazi assault resulted in many displaced persons. 
Particularly during the first phase, these groups were identified, by outsiders and often 
by themselves, by national origin and thus among the larger population of Russians, 
Austrains, and Poles. They first appear in Salem as 171 Austrians in the 1895 state 
census, and in large numbers in the 1905 state census, when they are counted among the 
491 Russians and 654 Poles. Many of these newcomers were Roman Catholic and the 
rise of a Polish national parish in Salem dates to the 1900s, just at the time this church 
was organizing. Research on these Salem ethnic groups has not been extensive. Polish 
neighborhoods have been located in this neighborhood west of Webb Street as well as 
along Derby Street to the south. Many of the Eastern Europeans found employment as 
leather workers and at the Naumkeag Steam Cotton Company. The Great Fire of 1914 
did much to disperse this group as the leather industry relocated, but many loyal 
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NPS Fonn IMOtH -1 OMS t f f m ^ No tO}t-OOtl 
(Me) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
C o n t i n u a t i o n S h e e t s t Nicholas orthodox Church and Rectory 

Salem (Essex County) 
Massachusetts 

Section number 8» ^ Page _l2_J 

parishioners continued to attend to St Nicholas from other neighborhoods and nearby 
towns. Dislocation and migration caused by World War I and the Russian Revolutions 
added significantly to the Salem community and by 1930 the Russians numbered 858 and 
the Poles 1,894. With larger numbers came to formation of institutions reflecting the 
tme diversity within the community and the Ukrainian Catholic St John's Church, on 
nearby Bridge Street, was organized in 1930. Immigration after World War I I added 
particularly to the numbers of professional and skilled workers. Today the congregation 
includes a broad spectmm of the Salem community, welcoming worshipers from many 
ethnic groups while celebrating Slavic cultural traditions. 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Boundary Description: 

The boundaries of St Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory are illustrated on the 
attached City of Salem Assessors Map 41, lot 219. 

Boundary Justification: 

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with Saint 
Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory. 

(end) 
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Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination form: 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory, 64-66 Forrester Street, Salem 
(Essex County), Massachusetts, 01970. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were n o t i f i e d of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church 
Mayor Neil J. Harrington, City of Salem 
Annie Harris, Chairperson, Salem H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Jane Guy, Preservation Planner, Salem H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Patrick Cloherty, Director, Salem Public Library 
Claire W. Dempsey, Preservation Consultant 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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RE: Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory, 64-66 Forrester Street, Salem 
(Essex County), Massachusetts, 01970 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Because of a technical error i n n o t i f i c a t i o n s , we are requesting the return of 
the above-named nomination. We plan to resubmit the nomination to the 
National Park Service once the n o t i f i c a t i o n error has been r e c t i f i e d . 

Thank you for your attention to t h i s matter. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

cc: Jane Guy, Preservation Planner, Salem H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Claire W. Dempsey, Preservation Consultant 
Saint Nicholas Orthadox Church 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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Enclosed please f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination form: 

Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church and Rectory, 64-66 F o r r e s t e r 
St r e e t , Salem (Essex County), Massachusetts, 01970. 

This nomination was o r i g i n a l l y submitted t o the Nat i o n a l Park 
Service i n March 1993, but due to a t e c h n i c a l e r r o r i n the 
n o t i f i c a t i o n process, the MHC requested the nomination be 
returned. The n o t i f i c a t i o n e r r o r has since been corrected. 

Because the c i t y of Salem i s a p a r t i c i p a n t i n the C e r t i f i e d Local 
Government program, the owners were n o t i f i e d of pending State 
Review Board c o n s i d e r a t i o n 60-120 days before the meeting and 
were a f f o r d e d the o p p o r t u n i t y t o comment. The nomination has 
been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been signed 
by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg I 
Nat i o n a l Register D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 
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Mayor N e i l J. Harrington, C i t y of Salem ^ 
Jane Guy, Salem H i s t o r i c a l Commission c 
P a t r i c k Cloherty, Salem Public L i b r a r y • 
C l a i r e W. Dempsey, Preservation Consultant 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


