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1. Name of Property

SNOW HILL

historic name

other names/site number Wilson Station/ BB 220

2. Location

‘street & number 4100 Little Rock-Jackstown Road H]/r%?for publication
city or town Littie & vicinity

state Rentucky code KY _ county _Bourbon _ code 017 zip code _40361

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this X:l nomination
[ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
meets (] does not meef the National Register criteria, | recommend that this property be considered significant
locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
David L. Morgan, SHPO and
Executive Director / J ’/ 7 7
ignature of ceft official/Title Date
Kentuckf Heritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office

State of Federal/dgency and bureau

In my opinion, the property O meets ] does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.) -

Signature of commenting official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natiop(al Park Service Certification

A A » o)
] hergyerﬂfy that the property is: Wre w Keepe M Date of Aclion
entered in the National Register. ) / . /
(3 see continuation shest. L B}Z-@ ZL 7{ q 7

{(J determined efigible for the
National Register

[ see continuation sheet.
[ determined not eligible for the

National Register.
O removed from the National

Register.
[ other, (explain:)




Snow Hill
. Name of Property .

* . Bourbon‘County, KY
~ .#County and State -

5. Classification

[ERT PR

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxss as apply) (Check only one box) ‘

private o o = building(s)
0 public-local ' [ district
O public-State - O site

(J public-Federal O structure

. [ object

Name of related multiple property listing -
(Enter ""N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property ﬂsting)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include prevlously listed resources, in the count)

Contributing . Noncontnbutlhg e
S S L bundi,ngs'
_ ‘ a sites
e structures
" objects
1 Total

Number of cbnt’ributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A v | 0
6. Function or Use
* Historic Functions Current Functions ~

(Enter categories from instructions)
Domestie/ Single Dwe111ng

(Enter categories from instructions)
Work in progress; Bed and Breakfast

or vacant

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categorles from instructions)

Federal Early Republic - Federal

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Materials

(Enter categorles from instructions)
Limestone

foundation wn

walls Brick

roof _Tin, Copper, Asphalt
Front Porch - slate
Cornices - wood

other
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.8 Statement of Signmcance

Applicable National Register Criteria

- (Mark “x" in one or more boxes for the cmena quahfymg the property

" for National Hegister nsung)

O A P roperty is assocxated with events that have made.: o

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our hlstory

- OB Property is associated W|th the lives of persons '
significant in our past.

(® C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction of’
répresents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack _
individual distinction.

(0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,’
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

0 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(O B removed from its original location:

O C a birthplace or grave.

O D a cemetery.

O E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
(0 F a commemorative property.

O G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

.+ Areas of Significance -
- (Emer categories from mstructxons) : -

Archltecture

-

Period of Significance

..1840

Significant Dates
1840 - -

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Butler & DedJarnetty Builders

Kennedy, Matthew, Architect
Hart, Joel T., Sculptor

9. Major BiBllographical References

Bibliography

" (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on, one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

(J previously listed in the National Register

(J previously determlned eligible by the National
Register

{J designated a Natlonal Historic Landmark

EJ recorded by Hlstonc Amerlcan Buildings Survey
#

D recorded.by Historic Amencan Engmeenng
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

O State Historic Preservation Office .
OJ Other State agency '.
~ O Federal agency - Co
O Local government :
O University”.. ", - >
0O Other

Name of reposnory




Snow Hi1l1l Bourbon County, KY

Name of Property Sy e County and Stata

. N ." e
B TR

"10. Geographleal Data i ) T

Acreage of pfoperty v tV(O,. - . P A ; o .. S

UTM References
{Place additional UTM refarances on a continuation sheet.)

, N. Middletown | | .
1lird 17 sz 170900 4213121 304 Quad alod Lol ] L L_l_J‘x_i
Zone Easting ‘ Nerthing . Zone Easting Nodhing

C NI N N S B R B O DU '“4‘L||11|Illl‘l'|l|’

O see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Descriptian o
(Doseriba the boundarias of the property on a continuatlon sheet.) : o

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries wars selected-on a continuation shest.}

11, Form Prepared By

nameftitte __William M. Johnson; M.D. | b
organization _Se1f o | e 1/14/97

street & number 4678 Zehulon HWy. : telephone 606~ 432-3066

city or town Pikeville, state KY zip code ___ 41301

Additional Documentation
Submit the following ltems with the camplated lorm:

Continuation Sheets EEOR
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) Indlcating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Reprasentative black and white photographs af the property. :

Addltional tems
{Chack with the SHPO or FPQ for any addltianal ltems)

Froperty Qwner
(Complate thia item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name _ william M. Johnson and.Glenna Jo Johnson
street & number 4678 Zebulon Hwy. telephions __606-432-3066
city or town Pikeville. : . étata KY ",zip code _41 591

Paparwork Raduction Act Statement: This Information is being callected for applications to the Natlonal Heglater of Historle Places to nominate _
proparties for listing or delarmine sligibility for listing, to list proparties, and 1o amend existing listings. Response 1o this requast Is required to obtain
a baneflt In a¢cordance with the National Historic Praservation Ast, as amended (18 U.S.C, 470 ef seq.). . RN

Estimated Burden Statament; Pullic reporting burden lor this form ls: estimated to average 18.1 hours per rasponse Including time for reviewing .
instructions, gathering and maintaining dsla, and completing and raviewing the form. Direct commenta regarding this burden estimate or any aspec
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Snow Hill (BB 220) is a large two-story rural residence
located in Bourbon County., Kentucky, approximately eleven
miles east of Paris, the county seat. Located on Brush
Crecek, the house is one mile north of the present Cane Ridge
Rmad, Highway 537. The private lane leading to the home is
azcessed off Little Rock-Jackstown Road, about one mile
north of the small community of Little Rock. .
The dwelling is constructed of brick set in flemish bond on
a dry laid cut-stone foundation, with massive dimensions
typlical of the classic modes of Kentucky's Federal Era of
Architecture. The main block of the house is over sixty
feet long and twenty-three feet wide with a rear ell-wing
measuring fifty-six feet long by twenty feet wide.

The two storv main house contains the clasgssic elements
1likely introduced to the Bluegrass Region by architect
Matthew Kennedy. These elements include giant pilasters,
which define a central pedimented full height portico. Also
included are double front doorsgs with Greek Key decorative
crown and supporting decorative pilasters and symmetrical
facade. The gidny pilasters and portico pediment were
removed by John 0. Brennan in the 1940's (Johnny Brennan

clal conversation 7-971. All windows are 12/12 upstairs and
downstaivs,

The arrangement of the interior of the primary facade of the
srec Ls o conventional . with two large rooms laid out in
standarvd fashion, one on either side of a broad central
st hall., The si-irs are spiraled and decorated wilh
douhlie GCreek Key. The rear ell interior arrangement is
gimilavly propos tioned, Tt is symmetrical with thvee large
rooms. An outside room, originally used for the kitchen,
has a large open fireplace. Chair rails ave present in the
Fear ell but not in the primary house; high baseboards are
present throughout. Flat wall cupboards are adjacent to end
fireplaces and a single stack fireplace exists in the ell-
roow adjoining the primary house. ’

2 porch on the east side of the ell-wing provides access to
a first floor room. An ell-wing back door apparently opened
to a full length porch on the West and North gides. That
poraeh had been removed due to deterioration before the early
1900s (Per Johnny Brennan oral conversation 7-97).
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In the original design of the house there were no provisions
" for modern bathrooms. Alterations for those were made by
John Brennan. These .are located in the main hall, under
the stair well. A kitchen was installed on the first floor
in the 1980s. A second floor ell-wing bathroom was created
in 1950 along with plumbing, electrical, and entirely new
plastering. Additionally, a modern kitchen was created in
the middle room of the first floor ell-wing. Otherwise, the
house remains as it was originally constructed (Per Johnny
Erennan, oral conversation 7/97).

Upper rooms of the primary house and ell-wing conform to
those on the floor below. Two large bhedrooms for daughters,
off the main stair hall, each contain a centered fireplace
on the wall opposite the hallway. Matching cupboards flank
the fireplace in each room. A fully enclosed stair ascends
from the first floor adjoining room of the ell-wing to the
second floor, exiting.between the adjoining and middle room.
A stair ascends from the middle room of the second ell-wing
‘to the unfinished attic. The exterior, or travelers' room
of the second floor ell was never finished, and had access
only per an extevior door opening to a back gable. No
evidence of that outside stair exists. In 1950 John O.
Brennan created a door where none previously existed,
between the travelers' room and the second floor middle
room, .as well as a door between the daughter's bedrooms in
the malin house and the adijoining sons' bedroom in the ell-
wing. Thus, the sgecond floor of the house was originally
built with three sections without doors between the three
parts. A cellar door opened from the end of the main house
opposite the ell- wing.

The house faces in two directions with the primary entrance
.to the south and a secondary entrance to the East.
Historically, a porch was in the shielded space behind the .
main block and wing, i.e, on the North and wWest sides. The
pregent farm consists of 254 acres and historically
consisted of 415 acres. Two-and-one quarter acres are .
proposed for nomination. An arrangement of outbuildings is
evidenced by twe cattle barns, a pig house, and storage
building. The immediate house is surrounded by large trees
including walnut, maple, cherry and hedge apple and the farm
is surrounded by blmllal Blue Grass farmlands.
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Snow Hill (BB-220) meets National Register Criterion C and is a significant design in an
important architectural period in the history of Bourbon County, Kentucky. The design
of the house has been evaluated within the architectural context “Architectural
Development of Bourbon County, Kentucky, 1800-1840.” Within that context, the
residence exhibits an excellent design, standing as an excellent example of the classic
phase of Kentucky’s federal period architecture. Perhaps more importantly, the structure
should be seen as one of the delineators of the federal period of architecture in the rural
state, representing the near-end of that era. Within this nomination, the hypothetical
attribution of the design for Snow Hill to Matthew Kennedy, Lexington’s first self-
acclaimed architect, is forwarded.

ARCHITECITURAL CONTEXT Architectural Development in Bourbon
County, Kentucky, 1800 1840

Federal architecture, in the county from 1800 to 1840, has
been examined by the 1985 survey, "~ "Historic Architecture of
Bourbon County, Inc.'' in conjunction with the Kentucky
Heritage Council. The authors, Walter E. Langsam and
Wwilliam Gus Johnson, documented 880 sites, over 600 of them
individually pictured and discussed. Snow Hill was
identified as BB 220 on page 122.

Bighty-four Federal Style houses of brick construction were
documented in the survey. Sixty-six of these were located
in rural areas. Most of the houses were characterized by an
unadorned facade of well laid Flemish bond brick work with
jack arches or. flat arches over the windows and doors. , The
sides and rear were usually laid in common bond, with a
header course every five rows. Foundations were made of
dregded field stonesg, finely dressed on the face of the
dwelling, and less so on the sides and rear. The majority
0of the structures were one-and~one-~half stories, with a
central hallway dividing equal sized rooms. The interiors
wsually had crafted woodwork such as chair rails and
sunburst mantels (Langsam: 17 - 18). Although many of the
rural brick regidences surveyed are without elaborate
adornment, there are examples (see, ea., Sugar Hill
nomination form) with highly crafted woodwork in the county,
which reflected the growing agricultural prosperlty enjoyed
by lardger landlords.
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The increasing wealth of these property ownersg led to a
refined stvle of dwelling space and a desire to go beyond
the needs of basic shelter. Artisans, masons, and wood
carvers were employed to embellish residences with such
refinements as fanlight doorways, richly carved mantels, and
wall presses and delicately reeded framing (Lancaster: 106).
Of the 66 rural properties listed 28 possess round or ~
elliptical fanlight doorways, probably the highest
concentration of this feature in any one county of the
state. Ten of the huildings are double-pile edifices,
indicating a larger number of chambersg in the main block of
eacli residence, . The room plans suggest a more formal
arrangament. of rooms around a central hallway, perhaps
showing the desire to uge the dwellings for more lavish
methods of entertaining. -

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS:

snow Hill, the nominated property, is an excellent example
of Lthe Federal period of Architecture in Bourbon County by
virtus of its design and execution. Particularly in the
precsentation of the facade, as well as the rear ell-wing.
The structure exhibits a thoughtfully considered plan, which
bhalances the composition of its gtructural components. The
massiveness of the structure is tempered with 12/12 light
double~hung sash windows. The scale of the double entry
doorg on the main South facade, on both first and second
floore, are in harmony with the length and height of the
main facade. Kennedy elements of vertical pilaster and
central pediment are all scaled according to the architect's
original ideas of twenty-five years earlier than the Snow
Hill construction of 1840. 1f Snow Hill were designed by Matthew

Kennedy, it would have been one of his final works.

Similar structures in Bourbon County designed by and/or
attributed to Matthew Kennedy include the Buknore House
. (BB~282) nearby on the Cane Ridge Road as well as the
Buknore's mate, Auvergne, on the Winchester Road (BB-308).'
The Buknore house in the presentation of its facade exhibits
a Lhoughtfully considered symmetrical plan with balanced
composition of structural components. Its massive structure
and the scale of the elliptical fanlight and triple windows
above game are in harmony with the width and
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height of the central masg. There are vertical pilasters

cand a central pediment alsgso, thoughtfully scaled for balance
and harmony. Auvergne,. located approximately.five miles to
the west of Buknore, shares a double-pile central-passage
plan, central wall gable and applied pilasters on the
facades. Double~pile plans appear infrequently among
ante-hbellum houses in the Bluegrass. The East wing room,
originally waz not accessible from inside the house until c.
1912 (Kentucky's Bluegrass Region Tours 5/90 pg.36)

My conclusicon that Snoew Hill was designed by Matthew Kennedy
is purely gpeculative and based on the following reasons:
The Buknore house (BR~282) and Auvergne (BB~307) are
accepted as designed by and/or attributed to Matthew Kennedy
(Naticinal Register of Historic Places, Buknore/BB-282).

snow Hill was extensively built or remodeled in 1840, which
falls inteo the time frame for construction of Auvergne (in
1837) and Buknore (in 1841) and all are geographically close
in an area of congtructien in Bourbon County. Their
proximity would have made it easier for an architect to
oversee thelir ongoing construction., Additionally it is
known that the builders, Butler and DeJarnett, worked on all
three houses, thereby increasing the odds of a single
architect .in the time span of construction.

Also, there were a very limited number of architects in the
county during the construction period, thus increasing the
likelihood that all three houses were designed by a single
architect .
However, the most compelling reason for a single architect
nf all three houses is the trademark of Kennedy's
distinctive designs which remain his legacy. Thege design
elements varied only slightly and primarily consisted of
hip-versus~gabled roofs and lateral-versus-rear wings.
Kennedy's concept of a two story residential facade
organized around a central pediment with lunette over four
Brick pilasters rvising to a broken cornice is his signature
gtvle, and, being present in all three houses, further
increasas the likelihood of one architect for all.

It is8 known that Rourbon County builders, Butler and
DeJaruett of North Middletown, were employed in at least
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some construction activity of Auvergne and Buknore, as well
as on snow Hill. It is not known if Butler and DeJarnett
copied the ideas of Matthew Kennedy or if Kennedy was
compensated for the construction of snow Hill. Buknore is
listed on the National Register (Langsam and Johnson. 122).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: ~

According to information from historic Paris-Bourbon County
in the snow Hill area, the county's most famous early
settler was Henry Wilson, who in the 1780s built a fort
notable for its underground. passage to the Georgian
residence, Snow Hill (Lexington Hearld Leader, Lexington,
Ky 10/23/81). :

The date of construction of this house has been given
variously as 1309 and 1840. The property was owned in 1809
by Henry Wilson and in the 1840s by his son, Joseph, both of
whom are credited with having ~"built'' the present house,.
The architectural details suggest that the house was built
in the 1840s or extensively rebuilt at that time. Those
details include high baseboards and Greek Key decorations
typical of the mid-Greek Revival Period of the 1840s. John
0. Brennan, former owner, showed a photograph of an
unfinished pediment with caption saying the house was built
in 1840. Chair rails in the rear ell-wing suggest possible
construction in the earlier date but this does not fit well
with the builders, or architects, likely time frame of
congtruction. John Brennan removed the columns and entry
pediment in 1940s since the columns were not well braced.

He left the column hases -16 sided rounds of stone 8 inches
thick and 31 inches in diameter. The bases sit on a stone
floor of 2 1/2 dinches thick slabs, 90 inches long and 39
inches wide. The stone came from Rowan County and was
likely worked by the famous sculptor, Joel T. Hart, who
lived only two miles up Brush Creek from Snow Hill (Kentucky
Homes by Bettye Lee Mastin, page #7). )

The orviginal kitchen was made into a tool room and storage
room with creation of a garage door on its back wall by John
Brennan in 1950 (per Johnny Brennan oral conversation 7-97).
An unusually large spring at Snow Hill permitted Henry
Wilson to construct Fort Wilson around the spring, located
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100 yards from the residence which at the time was likely
the last western fort built for protection of the settling
pioneers of the area (Nancy 0'Malley, Archeologist, Pioneers
Study of Region, page #7). Wilson originally bought 5000
acres around the site and began subdividing the land with
many families (Lexington Herald Leader 7-13-83).

-
The second salt mine production in Kentucky was also located
on the farm akbount 2000 feet northeast of Snow Hill

(Perrin's History of Bourbon, S8Scott, Harrison and Nicholas
Counties).

I®
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verbal Boundary:

The property proposed for nomination is the 2.25 acre area
immediately surrounding the house. It contains the domestic
space, approximately a square centered on the house,
delineated by & woven wire fence. The proposed acreage sits
within a 2%d-acre property designated ag 44~11 by the *
Ronrbon County Propevty valuation Office, indicating parcel
£11 on map #44,

Ponndary Justification:

The area selected represents the minimal natural area-
necessary bo complement and aesthetically harmonize with
Snow Hill as a rural farm residence of the nineteenth
century.,
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Snow Hill, Bourbon County, KY
PHOTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Information that is the same for each photograph

Name of Property: ~ Snow Hill

Location: rural Bourbon County, KY

Photographer: L. Martin Perry, National Register Coordinator, KY Heritage Council
Date of Photograph: June, 1997

Location of Negative: Kentucky Heritage Council, 300 Washington St., Frankfort, KY 40601

Information specific to each photograph

Photo 1: Front (south) facade. Camera pointing northeast.

Photo 2: Front (south) and side (east) facades. Camera pointing northwest.
Photo 3: Side (west) and back (north) facades. Camera pointing southeast.
Photo 4: East facade. Camera pointing west.
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