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WALTHAM, VA MRA
Tomn  Valtham» MA
Address 42-44 Prospect Street

Historic NameBenjamin F. Clough House

Uss Present Multi-family residential

Original ftesidential

DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1855
Source Map, Sanderson 1957

Style Greek Revival (temple-front)

unknown
Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboard

Architect

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dat%? Colonial Re
Vlls\alg(l) entry surround and Palladian window
C )

Condition Fiair

Moved Dae

5582 sg. ft.

a busy street on a commer-

o n/a

Acreage 0O-Ib S5n-2n-21

Setting

eial area with some multi-family

residences

Recorded by Nancv S. Seasholes

Organization Valtham Historical Comm.

Dae August

revised C Jenkins 2/88



NATI N REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i appl . cabU)

The Benjamn O ough House i s one of four surviving tenple-front Geek Revival style houses

i nthe city. Itselaborate 2 story formis characterized by lonic colums carrying t he
gable pedinment. Later Colonial Revival style details like the Palladian windowin the gable
field and thefanlight entry surround, harmonize with the original features and have acquired
a significance of their own. Thehouse also Illulstrates the md-late 19th century devel op-
ment of the central Main Street area as a hone for workers, small businessmen and factory
owners. |t possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,

feeling and associations, and neets criteria Aand Cof the National Register.

ARCH TECTURAL S GN H CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildingswthin the conmunity.

Set onwhat is nowprimarily a busy commercial street with sone remaining

*multi-fam |y residences, this house i s a good exanple of a temple-front Geek Revival and

*

i s oneof the remaining four of this type i nthecity. Although i n only fair condition,
It retains nmany of i tsoriginal Geek Revival features: thetwo-story portico supported by
fluted colums with four-sided lonic capitals, corner returns, paneled corner boards,
full-length first floor windows with corniced heads, and a gable-end side entrance with
fluted pilasters and Geek fret molding across thetop. Qher features appear t o be
Colonial Revival additions: thePalladianesque w ndow with dentils i nthe gable, the

bal ustrade onthe second floor porch and Chippendale railing onthefirst, brackets under
the balcony, andtheelliptical fanlight and sidelights with leaded tracery aroundt he
entrance. This exanple retains itsoriginal clapboard siding and nulti-pane sash.

, See # 97, 112, Area E

HSTORCAL SANHCANCE Explain the role owers played 1nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates t othe devel opnent of the conmunity. n

This house was apparently built ca. 1855 by Benjamn F. C ough, who had come from
Mai ne about 1853 andstarted a shoe-making business in afactory behind this house. The
factory first nade brogans, reportedly for sale toslave owiers, andi n 1857 enpl oyed 60
people. During theCivil Vér | t swtched totheproduction of nen's, wonen's, and
children's shoes. |1 n1871 thefactory closed and t hebuilding was renodel ed into
residences. This house was acquired by O ough's son-in-law, George J. Barker, who |ater
becane president of alarge |unber conpany onBacon Street. TheBarkers, who owned this

& house well into thetwentiethcentury, were probably responsible for theColonial Revival

addi tions.
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