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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of the Acadian Landing in the St. John Valley is perhaps
the most important historical site in the Valley. The site is marked
by a cross called the Acadian cross. It was here that the settlement
of this valley began and the culture and language of these Acadian
settlers prevail today.

The site is located at the foot of a large potato field about
three tenths of a mile from U.S. Route #1 and a few hundred feet from-
the St. John River.

The cross marking the site was erected in 19 in approximately
the same spot as the original cross which was erecte 1Zéx
wooden platform surrounding the cross was built in 19§én
times used for religious services.

and is some—

Located above the cross on U.S. Route #1 is the new Madawaska
Historical Society building which houses many artifacts of the early
settlement. It is hoped that the site of the Acadian Landing will
eventually become the property of the Madawaska Historical Society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Generally speaking, Acadia included what is now known as Novia
Scotia, the shores of the Bay of Fundy and Prince Edward Island.

In 1755, the long-term British effort to deport the French from
Acadia finally bore fruit. Religious differences as well as suspicion
that the French were encouraging the Indians to harass them led the
British to issue the expulsion orders.

Acadia came under the rule of England in 1710, and the Dominion of
Canada in 1760. The Acadians, refusing to take the oath of allegiance
to the King of England unconditionally, were treated as a stubborn people,
a sort of riffraff to be gotten rid of as soon as possible. They were
willing to pledge allegiance to England, but they were unwilling to take
up arms against the Frenchmen in Cape Breton Island, New Brunswick and
other French settlements in case of war between England and France.

In 1755, Acadians were summoned to Church by orders of Governor
Lawrence; a proclamation was sent to the effect that they were prisoners
of the King and that they would be deported.

Groups were taken to Louisiana, points along the Atlantic Coast,
Bermuda and even England.

Those who were fortunate enough to be warned of the deportation plans
fled to Fredericton, what is now New Brunswick. Others went to the shoreg
of the St. Lawrence. Little by 1little a new settlement was made near
Fredericton and the Acadians who had fled to the Province of Quebec and
some of those deported to the Boston area rejoined them there.

At the end of the Revolution, the Tories in the United States found
1ife far from pleasant. Several of them were hanged, and others shot.
After the Treaty of Paris, they came in large numbers over the line into
New Brunswick. The English Government owed many obligations to these
people. These obligations were fulfilled by giving the Loyalists and
disbanded soldiers large grants in New Brunswick. The Loyalists found
Acadians on these grants. The Loyalists speedily made the region of the
Lower St. John River as uncomfortable for the Acadians as the Americans

(See Continuation Sheet)
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8. " SIGNIFICANCE

had made the United States for them. This was all the persuasion needed for
the Acadians to abandon their farms and start out in the wilderness again.
The Acadian current was finally set in the direction of Madawaska.

In 1785, about twenty families from the Fredericton area went up the St.
John passing near the boundary 1ine between the present United States and
New Brunswick and entered the long, narrow valley of the upper St. John. The
Acadians traversed this valley for some thirty miles before halting on the
south side of the river one or two miles below the present town of Madawaska.
It was there where Joseph Daj@]e and his weary companions first set foot on
the south band of the St. John River on one of the most elevated flats about
2% miles from the Melecite village located at the junction of the St. John
and Madawaska Rivers. As they were making camp, Joseph Daigle, Sr., erected
a crude cross in thanksgiving for the final arrival at their promised land.

By the time Maine became a State in 1820, the twenty original families
had grown to 148 families with a population of 1,171.

The Acadians of Madwaska were involved in the famous border dispute
stemming from the ambiguous wording of the Treaty of 1783. As the controvers)
gained momentum, New Brunswick lost no time in claiming the territory on both
sides of the St. John River by virtue of the Madawaska settlement, declaring
the inhabitants subjects of the King. Moreover, the Provincial Government
eagerly deeded farms and lots to the Acadians for small sums of money, and
was lavish with commissions and appointments, also organizing companies of
militia among the residents.

On the other hand, the State of Maine hastened with its own claims. Be-
sides colonizing the Aroostook Valley, a number of settlers from the Kennebec
Valley were encouraged in opening farms in the St. John Valley in the vicinity
of Fort Kent and St. Francis.

In 1827, the border trouble was intensified by the rival lumber opera-
tions in the upper St. John Valley where an onslaught on the rich forests
was underway. There followed a series of provocations, protestations, pro-
clamations, counter-proclamations, mobilizations and demobilizations which
brought the two countries to the verge of a bloody war.

In 1830, the United States and Great Britain submitted the boundary

question to the King of the Netherlands as a neutral arbiter, but his sugges-
tions failed to be accepted by both governments.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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In 1831, Maine incorporated the town of Madawaska on the south shore of
the St. John River and caused town officers to be elected. This brought a
wave of protest from New Brunswick. During the dispute, the Acadians of
Madawaska remained generally neutral.

In 1831, the Governor of New Brunswick, Sir Archibald Campbell, arrived
at St. Basile with a Targe force of militia. A number of settlers, who had
taken part in the Madawaska town election under American sponsors, were ar-
rested.

In 1839, the Maine Legislature decided to drive Canadian woodsmen from
the upper St. John River where vast operations were conducted in the disputed
territory. For the next three years, a very tense atmosphere hung over the
northern Aroostook County area. Troops were raised on both sides and war at
times seemed inevitable. Cooler heads prevailed and in 1842 the Webster-
Ashburton Treaty ended the long dispute and the present boundary was estab-
Tished.

The cross itself is of little, if any, significance; it is not even a
replica of the original cross. The significance here lies with the site of
landing of the Acadians which occurred at or near this spot in 1785,

The sources for the location of the Acadian landing are in the form of
several secondary works and local tradition. The descendents of the Acadian
settlers of the St John Valley living today know this as the site for the
knowledge of this place has been handed down for many generations.
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