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3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public occupied agriculture museum
X buildIng(s) private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both N work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/Ain process X vyes:restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military _2Coottier: vacant
4. Owner off Property
name Acushnet Historical Comiission
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dty, tomn Actishnet U/Avicinity o date Mass. 02743
5. Location off Legal Description
courttiouse, regidry o deads etc. Bristol Comty Registry of Deeds
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dty, tomn Taunton state
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Invaitory of ttie Historic Assets
title of the Caimonwealth, #12 tias this propaty bean dedamined digible? yes X >H)
date January 1975 federal X state county local

depadtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Ccramission

dty, tomn Boston state



1.

Descri ption Long Plain Friends Meeting Hotose Acushnet, Massachusetts

Condition Checit one Checli one
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site
good . 4j\i— ruins x altered moved date

y fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Lor'% Plain Friends Metinghouse, erected ca. 1759 wth a porch addition,
ca. 1859, is atw story wood frane and clapboard structure wth an end gabl e
roof of ned umpitch, end chinmeys and regul ar fenestration pattern on tvwo
facades neasuring 40.5 feet east towest and 28.5 feet north to south.

The neetinghouse |ies about ore hundred feet west of the forner Plain
Road (now Min Sreet/Mss. Foute 105 North) in Acushnet, although the of
thelot directly abuts this road. The surrounding area Is characterized
sem-rural agricultural, residential ad Ilght conmercial activity, wththe
najority of the building stock dating fromthe 19th and 20th centuri es.

The neetinghouse is situated facing south on approximately two and a hal f
acres of goen land and is positioned near the center of the northern ecn%e of
the property; theland slopes gently any fromthe building to the south,
east, and west. The lot contains several shade trees and I's nostly covered
wth tall Fc%rass; it is entirely surrounded by a 3- to 4-foot-tall rubble stone
wal |, which nay date back tot eor|%|nal construction of the buildi ng_. The
nor t heast corner of this wall rises toroughly six feet inheight, indicating
the forner location of acarr!gge house or stables incorporated into it. Such
a structure nornal |y acconpani ed a Quaker neetinghouse; this one seens to have
di sappeared soneting inthe 20th century, for it is just visible ina 1907
ograph of the neetinghouse contained inFranklyn Howand s history of
Acushnet. Just south of the carriage house site is atenfoot cut in the
eastern wal |, permtting access to the property.

The ot also contains a small one-story wood shingled privy/shed, which |ies

just to thewest of the neetinghouse al ong the northern boundary wall and vas

probably constructed around the mddl e of the nineteenth century.

Qcupyi ng the west-northwest corner of thelot is asnall cenetery; nost of
the graves date fromthe late 18th and earIKO&Sch. century, but sone are
earlier and may infact predate the neetingnhouse itself.” Athough they are
unnarked, graves of the Pierce famly, the Ofl(}]l nal owers of the property,
are reputed to be here, as are narked graves of the Hmad famly, fromviom
the Quakers purchased this piece of land i n 1811. The Quakers used this
cenetery for several decades before actually acquiring t proRthsy fromA den
in1811, ad theoriginal Quaker ovners of the neeti e are buried
here, anang other nenbers of the Long Plain Veéekly Meting. |y a few dozen
of the graves are narked, yet Hwand s tom hi 35%8/ reports that wen the
cenetery vas graded and seeded to grass around 1900, there was evi dence of
over tw hundred graves here. It was very coman for a Quaker neetinghouse to
be acconpanied by a burial ground.

Gnt i nued
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Originally, the meetinghouse had two entrances in the south (main) facade—one
for men, one for women, as was customary—which gave directly into the
interior. These entrances formed the second and third of four bays on the
first floor. The fenestration pattern of 6/6 windows of the south facade was
semi-regular: the spacing between the first (window) bay and the second
(door) bay was equivalent to that between the third (door) and fourth (window)
bays, while the spacing between the second and third bays (e.g., between the
doors) was roughly double that measurement. On the second floor, south
facade, only the first and fourth (window) bays are repeated.

Around the time of the building's centennial (i.e. the mid-19th century), a
one-story enclosed porch was added to the center of the south facade.
Measuring 22 feet 8 inches east to west and 9 feet north to south, this porch
forms a vestibule entrance to the main building. Displaying a hipped roof on
its three exposed sides, the porch contains two doors in positions that echo
the placement of the original entrances, which now serve as access from the
vestibule to the main interior, and adds a fifth window bay (between the
doors) to the fenestration of the south facade's first floor. The second
floor of the south facade remains unchanged, and these two windows are framed
into the cornice above. The east and west facades retain their original
fenestration pattern of two bays of regularly spaced 6/6 windows on each
floor, while the windows retain wooden slatted shutters, of indeterminate age
(but probably 19th century), painted green (the building and addition are
painted white).

On the first floor, the interior space is composed of one rectangular room,
providing the central preaching space. A small (30 inches wide) dogleg
staircase, enclosed at its upper level and featuring a plain newel post and
rail (with no balusters), occupies the southeast corner of the building and
leads to the second floor. A raised platform, measuring roughly 5 feet wide
by 7 feet long by 8 inches tall, sits at the center of the north or rear wall
of the first floor, facing the main seating area; this would have been used as
a minister's gallery and seating for the elders of the Meeting. This space is
largely intact today, with the exception of the disappearance of a wooden
partition that once divided the interior space of both floors; running in a
north-south direction, this vertical screen would have been raised and lowered
by means of a winch apparatus, evidence of which can be seen in the attic.
After a period of joint silent worship, the partition would have been lowered
to separate the women's meeing from the men's while the business of Quaker
society was attended to.

The second floor plan was originally defined by a 10-foot-wide balcony jutting
into the interior from the east, south, and west walls, creating a U-shaped
seating area commonly referred to as a gallery. Such arrangements are typical

Continued
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of Quaker neetinghouses of both the 18th and 19th centuries; the gallery
have been used to provide extra space for occasional, |arger gatherings,

the children would have been sent upstairs i nthecare of anelder. The
original plan was altered around the turn of the 20th century: a wooden
platformneasuring 22 feet long by 18 feet wde by 8 inches tall was erected
over the bal cony opening, thus extending the floor to thefull dinensions of
the roomand creating a recessed area of corresponding neasurenent i n the
first floor ceiling. The nenbership of the Long Plain Meting had grown snal |
enough that the second floor was nolonger needed for worship by theearly
20th cent ur?/. Until the Long Plain Meeting finally disbhanded inthe 1970s,
the second tloor was used as a dining area during weekly neetings.

The second floor also exhibits nine regularly spaced vertical posts (five

along thenorth wall, four along the south, where the staircase conceals the
tenth post). The entire interior was V\aIIPapered around the turn of the
century, but beneath this arevisible beveled chanfers and sinple tapered
stops on at |east on edge of each post; those toward the center of the room
have chanfering onboth exposed edges. |t is unclear wy the Quakers, so
averse to decoration at thetine, would have chosen to enbellish these

original framng neners. Furthernore, thecentral post onthenorth wall has
been carved, starting about 10 inches above the floor (directly below the
chanier stops), ina sharp dowward curve fromits inner edge (facingthe
room toits outer edge (abuttingthewall at thefloor). MNb explanation for
this was imediately apparent.

The Long Plain Meetinghouse has no basenent. |t rests on a foundation of
rubbl e stone and nortar, which isinneed of repair. The attic, which is
accessi bl e through ahatch inthe second floor ceilinc}; near thewest chinmey,
reveals that theroof i s conposed of twelve conman rafters running north to
south, sone of which retain the carved nunters and pegged joints indicative of
construction nethods used well into theeighteenth century. The raftersare
overlaid wth wde horizontal wood boards, over which rest one | ayer of wood
shingles and two | ayers of 20th century conposition shingles; theporchi s

roofed inasimlar material. Itislikely that the_ori?inal roof covering
was wood | shingle, but unlikely that those currently inplace arethe original
mat erial .

The building has been altered three times. Sonetine after theoriginal
construction, but before the porch was added (i.e. 1759-1859), the tw end
chimmeys were inserted into the frane; enpty nortises intheend rafters,
visible intheattic, indicate the forner presence of collar or tiebeas to
stabilize theroof structure. (Endchinmeys are a conman feature of Georgian
architecture but not of thenorthern colonies; itisclear, however, fromthe
smal| dinensions [18 by 22 inches] of the stacks and thelack of evidence of

@ont i nued
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fireplaces that these chinmeys were sol ely intended to be usedwth

stoves. This indicates that for a good nany years after itsconstruction the
meet i nghouse nay have renai ned unheated year round, despite its useon a
weekl y basis; such austerity would not be considered uncharacteristicof the
Quakers.)

The second alteration (1859) included: the porch addition; replacement of
portions of the original siding (bothml|l sawand circular sawnarks are
visible onthe survivingexterior fabric); replacenent of w ndows with &6
doii)le-hung sash conmon t othe period, topped with plain box lintels; and
repl acenent of doors with four-panelled (tw long over twoshort) ones wth
sinple noldings. The survivi nandO\AB and doors, which date from this
renovat i on di spl aK features faintly remniscent of the preval ent Geek

Revi val Vle of the time, yet subdued enough to remain I nkeeping with the
Quaker phi [ osophy of ar chitect ure.

The third alteration (ca. 1900) affected the building's interior: the second
floor was boxed in, woodwork was painted, wallpaper and pine wainscotting
applied toboth first and second floors, and new pews and other furniture were
purchased. A though sonewhat deteriorated, the buildingremins today nuch as
It was inthe early 20th century, with the exception of electrical wiring
added in the md-20th century.

Ar chaeol ogy

Wil e no prehistoric sites have been recorded on, or in close proximtyto,
the property, there is a potential for sites to be present. Any surviving
sites woul d be si mel cant, since the patterns of prehistoric occupationin
Acushnet are poor ydocunented.

There is also significant historical archaeol o?i cal potential oo the
property. Controlled testing can help toverity the sequence of building
construction and al teration, aswell as the |ocationand configurationof the
carriage shed, privies, and other outbuildi n?s. I tislikely that sone
occupation-related features survive. CcMtrolled recovery and analysis of such
features woul d assi st in docunenting the social and cultural patterns

associ ated with Quakers, and how these nay have changed, or renai ned

consi stent, over the two centuries during which it was used.



8. Signifficance Acushnet, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
pretiistoric archeology-pretiistoric ~ -X- community planning landscape architecture.”c. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/

JL 1700-1799 art __engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

A1900- communications industry _= politics/government transportation

invention o« N .. other (specify)

Specific dates ca. 1759— ca. 1900 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Long Plain Friends Metinghouse possesses integrity of |ocation, s_ettin%
design, materials, worknanship, feeling, and association. Al alterations to

the bur | di ng, |nc[u_d| ng the interjor ve been in keeping wth its original

and continued function. The neeti nghouse retains inportant associations wth

the history of the Quaker conmunity in Acushnet and the devel opnent of the

tom itself asafarmng conmunity. As anearly intact representative of 18th
and 19th century Quaker architectural formand Tunction,and the ol dest

surviving exanpl e of its t%/ﬁe I n_the area, theLon%IPIaln Friends Meti nghouse
lneetls ICrltlerla Aand Cof the National Register of Hstoric Places anthe state gy
ocal levels

The Quakers were the second religious group toestablish thenselves in
Acushnet in the late 17th century. The first er neetinghouse i ntom was
erected near the head of the Acushnet Rver in 1700. Mrch of the early 18th
century devel opnent of the tom as arural farmconmunity is directly
attributable to Quaker settlenent there.  Quakers renained active in |ocal
agricultural enterprises [especially apple and peach orchards, for which
Acushnet vas and is still reknowned] and mll industries throughout the 18th
and 19th centuries, despite their steadily dwndll\r)\g nuniber s; nary  pronn nent
Friends, especially those Quakers involved in the whaling industr operatlngh
out of NwBedford, Ieft the Quaker comunity for the Unitarian Gwrch in the
early 19th century wen their increasing financial prosperity becane

i nconpati bl e wth Quaker doctrine.

In the mddl e of the 18th centu_r%/, the Quaker population i nthe area had gom
so nunerous that it becane feasible toestablish Viekly Metings in various

| ocations, under the direction of the |ocal I\mr1thIP(|\Aaet|n%s in Dartnouth or
Sandw ch.  The Quakers in the Long Plain area petifioned the Sandwch Mnthly
Meting in 1758 for permssion tobuild aneetinghouse for their village. In
1759, a group of er elders, including Jeremah Shearnan, David Wng,

N chol as Davi s, ah Shearnan, and Rissel | Bradiey purchased from Nt han
Davis 96rods of land in Acushnet, "whereon the neeting house is now building
for the people comanly called Qiakers toneet in." (The Long P ain Quakers
rena ned in the Sandw ch N_bnthIE/ Meting until 1795 when they transferred to
the Cartnouth Mnthly Meeting; they renained wth the I atter until the

di shandi ng of the Long Plain Friends Society at the death of its |ast nenter
in the 19/0s.) Nathan and N cholas Davis vere nentbers of a promnent | ocal
famly, whose descendants continued tohold positions of distinction inthe
governance of the Long Plain Society of Friends well into the 20th century;
one of these descendants, Rith Davis, was reknowed as an unusual |y gifted
speaker and mnister in the late 19th century. Ny nenbers of the Davis
famly are buried in the cenetery plot adjacent tothe neetinghouse.

Gt 1 nued



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Aceaged nominated property approx. 2.57 acrps

Quadrange name New Bedford North Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
Ur M References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached assessor's nap.
List aii states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

date |SVA oode county AN code

date N/A ocode county  N/A code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title : . A . . CL
Eea&ﬁ}/wﬁrr,lcedgerg[ghPreservat|on Pl anner, “fassachusetts Historical Caniiissionvd.th

organization Massachusetts Historical Conmission date  March 1986
drest & numbe 80 Boylston Street tdephone (617) 727-8470
dty or tomn Boston date Massachusetts
12, State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: n <i,i
national _A-state ~ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the National Parti Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director

“t State Historic Preservation Officer date ] A i~
For MPS use only
| hereby cfrtify that this property is included inthe National Register
date
of the Nationai Register
date

Chief of Registration

GPO 911 -3S9
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The neetinghouse at Long Plain was the third such structure erected in
Acushnet and served the local Friends' religious, social, and admnistrative
needs until itsclosingin the 1970s. Today it is the ol dest of only three
neet i nghouses in the Od Dartnouth region, one in Nw Bedford and one at Smth
MIls In Dartnouth, in addition to the one at Long Plain.

The Long Plain Friends Meetinghouse is an excellent exanpl e of Quaker

nodi fication of 18th and 19th century vernacul ar designs to suit their om
reauirenents. In scale, proportions, and materials, the nain building closely
resenbl es a Georgian vernacular dwelling. Yet it exhibits none of the
detailed decoration associated wth the Georgian style, because the Quakers
believed that the sinplicity of their |ifestyle and religious practice should
be reflected in their architecture. The setting of the neetinghouse back from
and facing any fromthe road, on a substantial plot of |and, acconpanied only
by a few trees, the necessary outbuildings, ad a burial ground, is typical of
the genre and contributes to the sense of peace ad solitude sought by the
Quakers for their neetinghouses. The austerity of construction, reflected in
the building' s nodest proportions, clean lines, traditional construction

net hods, alnost conpl ete |ack of exterior ornanentation, is characteristic
of both the Quaker philosophy and the building' s multi-functional purpose:
neet i nghouses were natural |y used for preaching an foraﬁeriods of nearly
silent worship, but also as gathering places for the Quaker comnmunity to

di scuss nenbers' conduct of their daily [ives, to censure inappropriate
behavior, to settle disputes, tgrgrant permssion for marriages, to debate
cont enpor ary loolitical | SSues, so on. Interior features such as the
mnisters' gallery, the second-floor balcony/gallery, the separate entrances
for mn and wonen, and the added vestibule are all coman to a Quaker

neet i nghouse of the peri od.

The building has been vacant for nearly a decade. Recently purchased by the
Acushnet H storical QGommssion fromneners of the Mattapoi sett Mnthly
Meeting in Nw Bedford, into whose hands ownership of the Long Plain

Meet i nghouse had descended, the building isin need of structural repairsto
the roof timbers, second floor, and first-floor ceilin(f; (water danage caused
by aleak inthe roof), ad to the sills, lower first floor walls, ad
foundation (danage caused by rising danp, poor drainage, decay of naterials,
and ani nal nestgrr:(? inthe interior walls). Cosnetic repairs, including new
coats of paint cleaning of wallpaper inside, and new paint on the exterior
wal |'s, wndow frames, doors and shutters, are al so expected. Upon conpl etion
of renovations, the Acushnet Hstorical Conmission plans to use the building
for Conmssion neetings, as well as to open the building to the public as an
historic neetinghouse nuseum thus preserving the building while retaining one
of itsoriginal uses.
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Office of the Secretary of State
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Sate Historic Preservation Officer

April 24, 1986
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Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior, National Paric Service
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. ShuU:

Enclosed you will find the following nominationforms:

Acushnet, LONG PLAIN FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, 1342 North Main Street.
Wareham, TOBEY HOMESTEAD, Main Street and Sandwich Road.

Weymouth, WASHINGTON SCHOOL, 8 School Street HPCA #
0677-85-MA-85-0890/10196 MA.

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review
Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment. Comments received to date are attached to the nominationforms.

Due to a technical error, the property owner of the Washington School was notified
less than 30 days prior to the State Review Board's meeting. For this reason, the
owner has waived its right to the 30-day commenting letter, and fully supports the
nomination. The Chairman of the Board of Selectmen in Weymouth was notified in
time, SO no waiver is necessary.

Sincerely,
Sarah Zinimerman
Director, Preservation Planning

M assachusetts Historical Commission

SZ/ls

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 MY T 135



