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1. Name

historic United States Whip Company Complex

and/or common United States Line Company Complex

2. Location

Street & number 24 Main Street Al A notfor publication
city, town Westfield AL vicinity of
state  Massachusetts aaan 025 Hampden . .-iv code
NN\ gN\
. county
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
y building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both X- work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process A yes: restricted government scientific
_N/Abeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military _X_ other: housing

4. Owner off Property
nme "N General Shepard Headquarters Compay

street & number 306 Dartmouth Street

city, town Boston N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 02106

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampden County Registry of Deeds

street & number 22 EIM Street

city, town Springfield state M assachusetts 01100

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of
titte the Commonwealth # olffl hasthis property been determined eligible? yes no

Decem 7, 1981
date ber 98 federal N state county local

depository forsurvey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston
state MassarhHsettG 02108



7. Description ys wip .. westfield. M

Condi tion Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site

X good ruins X. altered moved date —N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The United States Whip Company complex consists of seven masonry buildings located on the
north side of Main Street in Westfield, Massachusetts. The structures were built between
the years of 1855-1912, to accommodate the demands of the expanding driving whip industry.
The buildings occupy a site adjacent to the commercial center of downtown Westfield, and
are bounded to the north by Thomas Street, to the east by an expansive parking lot, to
the south by Main Street, and to the west by a bank and a parkinglot.

In 1982, as j)art of a certified rehabilitation project, two additional masonry structures
were built along the eastern edge of the complex, (see sketch map)

Building Nimber One

Building Number One (Photo//!,3,Il)is the original structure of the American Whip Company, con-
structed circa 1855. It housed the principal whip making machinery and became the nucleus
of the Whip Company's buildings. This massive brick structure is rectangular in plan, and
oriented along a north-southaxLs.l;is 3ig-storiesinheightwithalowplLtched g3.bleroc£. Thebuilding is
fivebayswiae and 2lbays deep, andhas simplestylistic omamentation intheitalianate Style. The structure
has three belt courses of L>rick just above the base floor windows. The second and third
story windows have segmental arched openings with two courses of headers, and the cornice
has omamental brick corbelling. The lower windows have rectangular openings articulated

by sills and lintels of brick headers. All sash in this building have been replaced with
2/2 light windows, except at the north and south ends where original 6/6 light windows were
restored.

On the west elevation there is an engaged brick tower, three and one-half stories in height,
with four segmental arched window openings on the north and south elevations, and stepped
corbelling of the cornice, identical to the detailing on the principal building. Building
Number One shares party walls with Building Number Two to the south and Building Number
Three to the north.

Exterior Alterations

Building Number One originally had a small wooden bracketed cupola on the south end which
housed the mill bell, but was removed c. 1926.-*- Other alterations to the exterior of the
structure include the removal of an original Doric portico from the south elevation in
1891, when Building Number Two was constructed. A rectangular two story brick masonry
addition was formerly appended to the west elevation of Building Number One, and used as
a machine shop and a dynamo room. The foundation of this structure remains. Additionally,
one of the two hoisting beams which projected from the cornice (southeast corner) was
removed to accommodate an external elevator tower. The stump and roof framing for the
beam remain on the interior, however. The mate located at therortheast corner, survives.
The exterior brick elevator tower and roof access door were added on the southeast comer
after 1926. A tall, square, brick chimney used as a flue for heating soldering irons,
originally projected from the .northwest comer of the roof. The entire chimney shaft was
removed in 1982 as part of the Certified Rehabilitation. As already mentioned, 2/2 sash
windows have replaced the building's original 6/6 sash, except on the north and south ends
where the original lights remain.

Interior Features

Building Number One has a simple interior configurationtypical of mid-nineteenth centuiry
mill construction. The structure is framed in wood with masonry load-bearing walls. A
serious fire in 1869 destroyed the interior wood frame on the building. It wasrebuilt that
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year.2 The floor framing is exposed and supported by evenly spaced cast iron columns
having integral capitals and running along the center axis of the building. The interior
of the entire complex was adaptively reused/converted to residential apartments in 1982-83.

Building Number Two

Building Number Two (Photo#3,4,5)was appended to the south facade of Building Number One
in 1891 and in addition to its function for manufacturing, contained the main office of
the United States Whip Company. |t is L-shaped in plan, extending south from Building
Number One to Main Street, with a transverse wing to the east running parallel to Main
Street and connecting with Building Number Four. The north-south axis of the structure
is five by nineteen bays, while the transverse element is nine bays in length. Building
Number Two is constructed of brick with a low pitched gable roof, and is two and one-half
stories in height. Fenestration is regularly spaced, with segmental arched window openings.
All windows appear to bear the original 2/2 sash. The structure has simple masonry de-
tailing with brick headers articulating window sills and lintels, and a stepped corbelled
cornice. A fire escape leads to a segmental arched doorway in the third story which is
capped with two rows of brick headers.

Exterior Alterations

Alterations to Building Number Two include infill of the lower story windows with brick

on the west elevation and two windows on the north end of the second story. A doorway

has been added in the lower story of the west elevation. The original Main Street facade
was redesigned for commercial use in 1926-1927. This included installation of a parapet
wall at the roof level; removal of the original windows and replacement with sash or
smaller lights, conversion of the first floor to storefronts and application of a stucco
finish on the facade. The stucco finish is returned around the sides of the building for
one bay only. A one-story infill structure was erected in the adjacent plaza area in
1926-1927 for additional commercial space. This element partially obscures the transverse
portion of Building Number Two along Main Street.” (Photo #13.)

Interior Features

The interior of Building Nunber Two i sof sinmple design and has awood frane with walls
of brick load bearing masonry construction. The interior has also undergone alteration.
The upper floor of Building Nunber Two has been modified for office and (formerly) court-
room use. The floor has been partitioned but theoriginal beaded plank ceiling remins
visible above thepartition walls. Q1 thelower level, the second floor was renoved and

a new floor plane inserted at grade t o acconmodate its present commercial use. The upper
level i scurrently vacant.

The interior of thetransverse portion of thebuilding was modified on t hesecond floor
to accommodate t heoffices of theUnited States Whip CGonpany when it retired fromits
former space i nthesouthern end of Building Nunber Two on Main Street. This space was
finished with natched board walls painted green and i s entered by neans of heavy, paired
doors with deep panels with chanfered bars and rails bearing thenane of thefirm(s) (in-
cluding United States Line Company).



NPS Forni 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3«) Exp.10-31-84

United States Department of tlie interior

National Park Service B |t NPS w« oty
National Register off Historic Places eetved
Inventory—Nomination Form dateientered
Continuation sheet U.S. Whip Company Item number 1 Page 2

Building Number Three

Building Number Three(?iioto#l, 2,3,8 )isabrick masonry structure, with panelled walls and
detailing expressed in pilasters surmounted by a simple, corbelled cornice. The building
was erected before 1911 after formation of the United States Whip Company in the year

1892.'"* The structure is appended to the north end of Building Number One and is an
irregular square in plan, the east wall being out of parallel. It is subordinate in size to
BuildingNumber Oneaidis *stories highand 6x10 bays inproportion. Thebuilding has a low-pitched shed roof
iinclinedto thewest, punctuated by arectangular .wooden ventilatorin the center position. The east
and west elevations are articulated vertically by shallow piers ending in omamental

brick corbelling of the comice. The segmental arched window apertures on the east, west,
and north elevations contain fifteen-light over fifteen-light sash in the second and

third stories; an unusual configuration. The lower story windows contain two-light over
two-light sash. A llwindow openings have segmental arches with two brick header courses.
The principal entrance to the building is via a large segmental arched doorway near the
northeast comer which is capped with two header courses of brick. The door has vertical
matched boarding with a bead and a molded surround also with a bead. There is an

additional doorway on the sourthern end of the east elevation, bearing a segmental arched
opening capped by three header courses of brick. On the north elevation there is a small
door also with a segmental arched opening and similar treatment of the arch.

The interior space, originally open in plan, has now been coverted to apartments.

Building Number Four

Building Number Four(photo#4,5,13)constructed circa 1892, is the most heavily altered in
the complex. It was originally rectangular in plan, five by t:wenty bays in proportion,
with a low pitched gable roof.» The building was used for storage and drying of raw
materials, and was nearly identical to the west wing of Building Number Two. The rear
of the structure was modified in 1927 for use as a movie theater.6 The building similar
to Building Number Two, was originally two and one-half stories in height. Fenestration
on the east and west elevations is articulated by segmental arched window openings and
stepped corbelling of the comice. The third story windows on the east elevation still
have the original six-light over six-light sash, while the window openings in the lower
stories have been infilled with brick. Only the front portion along Main Street remains
in its original two and one-half story configuration.

Exterior Alterations

Alterations were made to the facade of the southem elevation in 1927. The surface

of the wall was covered with stucco and returned around the corners one bay deep,
mimicking the treatment of Building Number Two. Al of the upper floor windows were closed
and a parapet, identical to that on Building Number Two, was constructed on the roof.

In the center of the facade, an oriel was constructed which contained three windows.

Toward the rear (north) of the building, a three-story brick masonry structure was built
in 1927, integral with the original north and west exterior walls. This structure, which
became the Park Theater, was removed in 1982.
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Interior Features

Interiorly, the second floor in the front was lowered to accommodate the newly-created
commercial space on Main Street and as a passage to the lobby for the theater. AIll of the
floors at the rear of the building were removed and a balcony inserted to serve the
theater. Only in the undisturbed portion of the third floor at the front is the original
interior finish visible.

Because of the extent of the alterations noted above, and the removal of the theater
portion in 1982, this structure is considered a non-contributing element of the complex.

Building Number Five

Constructed in the period between 1892-1911, Building Number Five (Photo #6 ) is a one and
one-half story brick building approximately square in plan.® The structure has a low,
double-pitched gable roof, is two bays in length, and shares party walls with Buildings
Number Twelve and Number Three (to the north and south). This simple utilitarian structure
was built as a boiler house and contained twin steam boilers. The original ninety-foot
brick furnace chimney was removed in the early twentieth century and replaced with a short
circular steel flue. Only the brick masonry footprint of the latter chimney survives.

The plant was originally powered by steam, but was converted to electricity for motive
drive by 1912, retiring the present system for the sole purpose of heating the complex.

The fenestration on the west elevation consists of single one-light over one-light windows
on the first and second stories. Window openings have flat arches and brick sills. On

the east elevation there are two segmental arched doorways capped with three header courses
of brick. The three-bay elevation includes a rectangular window with flat arch at the left.
The eastern element of Building 5 is only one story in height and has a shed roof. The
western portion of the structure is two stories in height and has a low-pitched gable roof.
Fixed rectangular six-lgiht sash appoint the window bank extending fully across the east
elevation of the second story. The cornice of the structure has stepped corbelling in
brick.

Building Number Twelve

Built prior to 1910, Building Number Twelve (Photo #7,3 is a one-story brick structure with
a broad, moderately pitched gable roof.~ The building is rectangular in plan and shares

a party wall to the south with Building Number Five (boiler house). Fenestration on the
east and west elevations consists of single and paired one-light over one-light windows
evenly punctuating the wall planes. Each elevation contains eight bays. The northern
elevation has two windows with segmental-arched openings flanking a large garage door bay
which has been infilled with clapboarding and a massive concrete threshold. The gable wall
contains a rectangular louvered ventilator; this element is repeated on the south elevation.

The Building has abbreviated one-story gable-roofed brick wings at the southern and northern
ends, extending about twelve feet in length. These are articulated with two small segmental
arched window openings in the first story, on the east and west elevations.

The complete structure is also utilitarian in design and is distinct in form and scale from
the overall complex. As a former warehouse later acquired by the U.S. Whip Company, it is
considered significant in its association with the final phase of expansion of this company.
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As part of therehabilitation plan for theconplex, thebuilding has recently been converted
for use as residential living units.

Courtyard Infill Building (Photo #4, 13)

This one story, deck-roofed comrercial building was erected i n1926-1927 on thesite of the
former United States Whip Conpany courtyard off Main Street.» This structure contains four
comrercial shops and abuts Buildings Two and Four on thenorth, west, and east respect-
ively.

The present building i sconsidered a noncontributing element of theUnited States Wiip
Gonpany conpl ex because of its design incompatibility, period of construction and service
function. The building was modified circa 1975 with theinstallation of contenporary
storefronts and a mansard roof.

The land area beneath thestructure however, theformer courtyard, i san inmportant and
docunented conponent of thesite plan of theUnited States Wiip Conpany between 1892- 1926/ 27.
(Exhibit 1 Plate F, Photo #13)

New Construction

As part of therehabilitation plans for theconplex, two additional structures were built
in 1982-1983. Due totheir recent date of construction and lack of historical relationship
to theUS Wip Conpany, they arenon-contributing elements within theconplex. They
include a seven story redbrick masonry residential building (Photo#8,10]" rectangular i n
plan, and located perpendicular tothenortheast end of Building 1.

The new building i seight bays by three and i sarticulatedwith both grouped and paired
wi ndows on t henorth and south elevations. Wndow sash areone-1ight over one-light i n
configuration. The structure i scapped with a sinmple, nolded precast concrete cornice.

The principal facade (north elevation) which faces Thomas Street, theentrance to the

property, i srelieved with a stepped wall, which projects from thebuilding along the first
four stories. An arcade i scontained within this element on thefirst two levels, whichi s
adorned with flat arches and massive rectangular lintels. The main entrance i s |ocated

within thearcade.

A smal |, wunobtrusive three-story brick masonry link at t hewest end now connectsthe
structure tothehistoric principal structure of theUS Wip Conpany, Building 1.

The second new structure (Photo i'12) which serves as thecommunity center for the conplex
is a one story, shed-roofed building constructed of brick. Located onthe site of the
(former) Park Theater, thebuilding faces north and shares party walls with the surviving
el ement of Building Nunber Four (south) and Building Nunber Two (west). The height of the
building i sseveral feet |ower than theadjacent structures.

The comunity roomi sfour bays wide along its exposed north elevation. Two doorways
anchor theend bays while two tri-partite rectangular plate glass windows conprisethe
center bays. The shed roof, which i sinclined tothesouth, i scovered with asphalt
shingles and articulatedwith two rows of skylights, three i neach row. Al |l fenestration
is placed symmetrically.
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FOOTITOTES

1. Westfield Valley Herald. November 28, 1928.

2. Western Hampden Times. July 7, 1869.

3. The Price and Lee Company, Westfield City Directories New Haven, 1926 and 1927.

4. Newdick, Edwin W., Ed. "The Whip City of the World." Westem New England. Vol. |
No. 3. February, 1911. Springfield Board of Trade. Page 54.

5. 1892 view of United States Whip Company (Exhibit D).

6. The Westfield Valley Herald. November 28, 1928.
7. 1892 Engraving of American Whip Conpany (Exhibit D) and 1911 Mgp of United States

Whip Company (Exhibit E).
8. Sanborn Insurance Map of United States Whip Company. 1910 (Exhibit G).

9. The Price and Lee Company. Westfield City Directories. New Haven, CT. 1926, 1927.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_  religion
1400-1499 . archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 . agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 . architecture education military social/
1700-1799 . art engineering music humanitarian
_K. 1800-1899 _commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- _communications X industry politics/government transportation
X invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1855; 1892; 1926 Builder/ArchitectAmerican Whip Company; United States Whip

ny; Uni Lin n
statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Conpany; United States e Conpany

The United States Whip Conpany, |ocated in Westfield, Massachusetts i ssignificant i n the
realm of American industry and invention, and indirectly, transportation, as the world's

| argest and pre-emnent manufacturer of carriage driving whips during theperiod between
1855- 1926. The United States Wip Conpany was incorporated i n1892 and was t he outgrowth
of theconsolidation of itspredecessor, theAnerican Wi p Conpany (1855) with rmany other
smal ler, local firms. The manufacture of carriage whips was theprincipal industry of
Westfield and earned for thecity thereputation as "The Wip City of theWrld. " By

1911 theCity of Westfield held thedistinction of not only leading thewhip industrybut
of having also created it. Between 1855and 1926 there were between forty and fifty

firm inWestfield employing seventy-five hundred persons i ntheproduction of whips,

whi p conponents, and whi p making machinery.” Nearly al |l of thepromnent figures within
the whip industry cane from Westfield, including those who invented, developed, and
improved thelargest of these firms. The conpany and i t s predecessors contributed
significantly tothedesign and evolution of driving whips and t hemachinery enployedi n
their manufacture during thenineteenth century. The origins of technological advance

and theprincipal machines and | abor savings devices and rel ated patents associated with
the devel opnent of theindustry arefound i nthehistory of theUnited States Wip
Conpany.

Because of these outstanding historical associations, theUS Wip Gonpany i s considered
nationally significant despite theloss of integrity of itseast wing (Building 4).
Overall, theUS Wip Conpany possess integrity of locations, setting, materials, and
wor kmanship while meeting criteria A B, and C of the National Register of Historic

Pl aces.

Hi story

The first whips popularly produced inWstfield areattributed toJoseph Jokes, whoi n

1803 began manufacture of a sinmple driving whip using a hickory stock and horsehide |ash.
Jokes was followed by an emi grant from Wndsor Connecticut, HiramHull, who i n 1810

formed thefirm of H Hull & Son. This form soon became an innovator and |eading pro-

ducer i nthefledgling domestic whip industry,"” 1 n 1822 Hull invented a "harrel"” plaiting
machi ne for covering whipstocks, which transformed thetheretofore cottage-scale industry.
By 1837 there were thirteen whip making firms i nthecity, enploying one hundred-fifty-four
nen and four hundred-ten woren.

Incircal850Hull introduced a braiding machi ne for manufacturing | asheswhich was
drivenby wat er power, revol utioni zing the production process and doubling production.”?
Hul | is reputedto have been thefirst tointroduce rattanas a substitute whipstock

mat eri al for whal ebone, which had becone prohi bitively expensive with the declineof the
whal i ng i ndustry. 7 .

In 1855 Liverus Hull, theson of HiramHull, was granted thefirst patent for anim
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proved machine for sewing rattan. He also obtained patents on improvements in braiding
machines, and in 1864 and 1867 patented improved devices for tension in braiding machines g
and on looms adapted to elastic weaving, as well as on new methods of tapering whipstocks.

9
By 1855 there were nore than thirty whip conpanies in Westfield. I nthesane year t he
process of consolidationof several of these firms began, including themerger of H Hull
& Sonwith itslargest competitor, theH Harrison Conpany, formng theAnerican Wiip
Company. The firm s principal whip manufactory was erected at this time on Main Street
(Building Nunber One.)I”

Whi p production inWestfield increased dramatically between 1855 and 1892, spurring
expansion of theAmerican Wiip Conpany. By ca. 1900 Buil di ngs Nunber Two, Three, Four, and
four were constructed. Exhibit I (AH illustrates theevolution of thephysical

devel opment of theconplex with historic maps, photographs, and bird's eye views.

O Decenber 10, 1892, t heUnited States Wi p Conpany was incorporated i ntheState of

Mai ne, merging theAnerican Whip Gonpany with fourteen other Westfield firms. Having
achieved a near nonopoly with theconsolidation, theUnited States Whi p Conpany captured
eighty-five percent of thewhip business i ntheworld, and reached an output of thirty

t housand whi ps per day by 1919.11 At itszenith thefirm produced ninety-four percent of
the whips m t heAmerican donmestic market. This continued growth resultedi n the
expansion of theUnited States Wi p Conpany's buildings on Main Street, t o accomodate
planrin”Sidney”"Ohi 0o"® manufacturing space and t he devel opment of a second, independent

Bet ween 1921 and 1925 increasing competition from t heautomobile rapidly erodedthe
r“ainpfmar ket s of thewhip industry. By 1926 only three whip conpanies
remai ned and t helargest of these, theUnited States Wi p Conpany, began to diversify

cMhaf . NINCANNAN °n bui l dings for unrelated comercial use." Major

of BuildTLV~A "I buil dings along Main Street. 1 n1927-1928the Main Street portion
buildw ~ Four was converted into shops and offices, while therear of the

buil dJn? --devel oped for thedistrict court, office, and comrercial uses. An infill
and N*"K V MANTA U ANNI "Ahe courtyard between Buil dings Nunber “~wo

and Nunmber Four i nlate 1926-1927 and devel oped as commercial shops. 1?

In the mid-1920s theUnited States Wi p Gonpany was succeeded by t heUnited States Line
subsSi"rvTH"""""" Mah.npti-d fishing line, and theUnited States Golf GConpany, a

g VA ATTUAAT A ANPANAN

c% m| o ftTl |e% b|I lgn 04‘ Fhebmldlngs was undertaken [ ni%tSPde}g?; Iex
con e hes to Identia

of SLt f SfdirinfUs Wd "5 te TATIA "ANCAN comprised the whip industry
today 15 Most of ?he h, nH JA AN Ahan ten whip factory buildings survive i nthecity
masSt ; nance O rh”t. . ANt MNPV Aye tofire, demolition, or deferred

fracT(?S "t Sh-RANAANANAA torAthrAniy ones w*rhilh”"LTrSalLvely



NPS Fofm 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018

(3-82) _ - . Exp.10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior mmm

National Park Service i~ NPS us« onf
National Register off Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Company Item number n Page n

There are two whip manufacturers presently operating in Westfield. The Westfield Whip
Manufacturing Company occupies the former whip manufactory of the Cargill Cleveland

and Company (1890) at 360 North EIm Street (Photo i). The business was started in the
mid-1940s when there was a small-scale revival of the industry, and continues to produce
whips of various types.1” The Advance Whip and Novelty Company, a recently established
business, is located at 330 North Elm Street, in the former manufactory of the Sanford
Whip Company (c. 1900) (Photo Il). There are several other whip manufactories still in
existence, although they have been converted to other commercial or light industrial
uses. These include the former H.M. Van Duesen Whip Company (1920) at 42-46 Arnold
Street, which had been a subsidiary of the United States Whip Company. (Photol I1).

The former manufactory of the New England Whip Company, the United States Whip Congjany's
largest competitor, still stands at 171 Elm Street. The core building remains but all of
the perimeter buildings have been removed. (Photo 1V)

The United States Whip Company is the largest whip factory complex which remains extant
in Westfield. Alteration and removal of some of the buildings did occur, which from an
historical perspective, docimients the rapid decline of the whip industry during the 1920s
and the consolidation measures which were taken to arrest the total dissolution of the
company.1® The surviving buildings of the company are architecturally significant for
their design, site orientation, and arrangement which relates to the whip manufacturing
process. Buildings which are no longer extant were primarily used for storage of raw
materials and were all of wood frame construction. (See Exhibit I-H) The complex
continues to project the distinct appearance of an industrial landmark and conveys the
feeling of the nineteenth century workplace.

The evolution of the United States Whip Company from a disparate number of smaller whip
companies to its consolidation as the world's largest whip manufacturer was a relatively
short-lived, ancillary component of the development of worldwide transportation. In this
particular communtiy, it served as the principal medium for social/industrial advancement
and bequeathed to the City of Westfield a permanent technological hallmark.
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6. Ibid.
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12. Westfield Valley Herald, November 28, 1928.
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14. The Price and Lee Company, Westfield City Directories, New Haven, 1926 and 1927.

15. Westfield Historical Commission, Barbara Bush, Principal Investigator.

16. Martin, Harold J., letter to Robert M. Vogel, Division of Engineering, Smithsonian

Institute, June 10, 1974.

Correspondence between Robert M. Vogel, Curator of the Division of Mechanical and Civil
Engineering at the Smithsonian Institution, and Harold J. Martin, President of the
Westfield Whip Manufacturing Company, was reviewed during the research phase of this
document. The correspondence occurred between 1974-1976, and concerned surviving whip
manufacturing machines which might be featured in the Smithsonian's bicentennial
exhibition "1876", a recreation of the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition, The letters
revealed that most of the machinery was destroyed or sold for scrap in the 1920s, and
the only early extant machine referred to was a "rounder", a tapering device used in the

fell TsTulTIlrLIler?uv. ""j'T""'" °n ANUNINAN IO ANvil wat and
were issued to Liverus Hull, a Westfield inventor employed by the American Whip Company
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predecessor of theUnited States Wiip Conpany. The Vogel-Martin correspondence and
inquiry made t othe Library of Congress reveals that thebody of know edge of the
carriage whip industry i ntheUnited States i sscant, i fnot entirely overlooked by

industrial archaeological historians. Serious scholars mght pursue further research
on thesubject i ntheUnited States Patent Office.

17. WestfieldValley Herald, Novenber 28, 1928.
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Apprai sal Conpany, M |waukee, W sconsin.

Departnent of Labor Statistics, State of Massachusetts: Westfield,
1921 and 1926.

Janes, BEdwin C, and Scott, Roscoe S, ed. Wstfield, Massachusetts
1669-1969. Published by Westfield Tricentennial Association, Wst-
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Newdi ck, Edwin W, Ed. "The Wiip City of theWrld." Wstern New
Engl and. Voliame | , No. 3. February, 1911. Published by the Spring-
field Board of Trade, pp. 53-62

Westfield City Directories. The Price and Lee Conpany, 206-210 Meadow
Street, New Haven, Connecticut. 1920 - 1930 and 1870, 1900.

Westfield Community Devel opnent Conmi ssion i ncooperation withthe
Westfield Historical Conm ssion, ed. Westfield Historical Book.
Westfield, Mass. 1981. p. 40

Westfield Valley Herald. Westfield, Massachusetts. 1926-1928
Western Hanpden Times. Westfield, Massachusetts. 1869

Westfield News Letter. Westfield, Massachusetts. 1869, 1873.

Visual Archives

Reprint of circa 1878 photograph of t heAnerican \7hip CGonpany
Westfield Athenaeum Westfield, Massachusetts.

Reprint of circa 1900 - 1916 postcard view of theUnited States Wip
Conpany. Private collection of Barbara Bush, Westfield, Massachusetts,

Maps/ Aerial Views/Engravings '

Plan of Westfield, Hanpden County 1870

Li t hograph of Charles Hart -
99 Fulton Street
New York, NY.
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Westfield, 1875 (Birdseye View)
CN Vogt, Lithographer

M | waukee, W sconsin ,

Engraving of t heAnerican Wi p Conpany, 1878

Everts, Louis. History of theConnecticut Valley - Massachusetts.
Voltme | |

Official Program - 250th Anniversary Souvenir

1669 - 1919 Westfield, Massachusetts

published by t he 250th Anniversary Association

Westfield, Massachusetts Insurance M
Sanborn Map Conpany

11 Broad Street

New York, NY.

Myp of buildings of theUnited States Wi p Conpany

Appraisal (s) of theUnited States Wi p Conpany, American Plant and
Sanford Plant, Westfield, Massachusetts. July 1, 1912. The Anerican
Apprai sal Conpany, M |waukee, W sconsin. -

Birdseye View of theUnited States Wiip Conpany 1911. Newdick, Edwin W,
Ed. "The Whip City of theWwsrld." Wstern New England. Vol. I, No. 3.
Februrary, 1911. Published by theSpringfield Board of Trade, page 54.

Secondary Sources/Interviews

Interview with Barbara Bush, 90 El mStreet, Westfield, Massachusetts
August 26, 1981

Interview with Patrick M Condon, director. Office of Comrunity De-
vel opment, City Hall, Westfield, Massachusetts
August 12, 1981
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justification
The boundary of theUnited States Wi p Conpany i sshovm on t he attached

assessor's map. Non-contributing elements within theconplex are
indicated and marked on this nap by diagonal |ines. A sketch nap
nade t ot he sane scale as theassessor's map i salso enclosed. | t

indicates thechronological devel opment of thebuildings withinthe
conpl ex.

The nom nated property includes Lots 13, 14 and 15 and two portions of
Lot 12. These parcels are bounded by Main Street tothesouth and
Thonmas Street tothenorth. The Eroperty I san irregular polygoni n
plan and roughly rectangular i nshape, oriented on a north-south axis.

The former United States Wi p Conpany property i sdivided among three
owners. The principal owners aretheGeneral Shepard Headquarters Gom
pany and Lazarus S and Annette Heyman. The City of Westfield owns

m nor port|ons of the property which consist of a street right-of-way
(the "Alley") and t he Munici pal Parking Lot.

The property being nomnated t otheNational Register of Historic"Places
consists of land and buildings

BEQA NN NG at a point on thesoutherly street line of Thonas Street, said
point being also at thenorthwesterly corner of theland now or formerly
of theWestfield Jeep, Inc., which point i s441.30 feet from anironpin
at theintersectionof Thomas Street and El mStreet.

Thence, running along theland of said Westfield Jeep, Inc., S 25° 36' 12"
W, a distance of 113.27 feet to a point at land now or formerly of
Annette Heynan;

Thence, running N 65" 02* 24" W, a distance of 23.86 feet toapoint;

Thence, running S 29° 52" 29" W, a distance of 135.18 feet tothenorth-
east corner of a masonry wall, thebuildingused presently for an "auto-
motive repair garage";

Thence, running S 29° 52' 29" W, a distance of 65.89 feet along a masonry
wall tothesoutheast corner of said garage;

Thence, running N 60 ° 24' 23" W, a distance of 6.02 feet along a masonry
wall totheintersectionof theoutside masonry wall line of abuilding
formerly occupied by the "Park Theatre," so-called. The last two described
courses being along theoutside nasonry wall of the"automative repair
garage";
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Thence, running along amasonry wall S 30° 04' 47" W, a distance of
30.66 feet toapoint i nthecenterline of anasonry wall;

Thence, running along thecenterline of amasonry wall N 59° 48" 50" W,
a distance of 1.64 feet t oa point;

Thence, running along a line within a masonry wall and O.50 feet fromt he
outside face S 30° 11' 10" W, a distance of 85.96 feet t oa point on
the outside face of theformer "Park Theatre Building";

Thence, nowincluding thesouthwesterly portion of theremaining |andof
Lazarus S andAnnette Heyman (Book 3111 - page 121) as defined by a line
running S 30° 07' 26" W, a distance of 57.91feet toa point on the
Main Street Right-of-Wy;

Thence, running along a line and also across an "Alleyway" N 59° 45' 59"
W, a distance of 169.49 feet toa point;

Thence, running along aline N 31° 15' 31" E a distance of 118.&5 feet
to apoint which i sN 60° 36" 25" W, a distance of 1.45 feet fromt he
northwest corner of a masonry building, which i sapart of the residual
property of Lazarus S andAnnette Heynan;

Thence, commencing again upon t heproperty of t heGeneral Shepard Head-
quarters Conpany, running N 31° 15" 31" E, a distance of 30.88 feet

to a point;

Thence, running S 51° 50" 59" E, a distance of 0.80 feet t oa point;
Thence, running N 30° 07' 31" E, a distance of 30.18feet t oa point.
The last three courses runalong land of theThird National Bank.

Thence, running along land of t he "Municipal Parking Lot" of theCity of
Westfield N 30° 07" 31" E, a distance of 130.86 feet t oa point at |and
now or formerly of Lazarus S Heyman and Annette Heyman;

Thence, running N 30° 07' 31" E, a distance of 51.31feet t oa point;
Thence, running N 63° 18" 39" W, a distance of 41.57feet t oa point at
the "Municipal Parking Lot" land of theCity of Wstfield. The last two

described courses being along land nowor formerly of Lazarus S Hejinan
and Annette Heynan;
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Thence, running along the "Municipal Parking Lot" land of the City of
Westfield N. 28° 17' 11" E., a distance of 115.25 feet to a point on the
southerly line of Thomas Street, being also S. 63° 45" 14" E., a distance
of 207.83 feet from an iron pin at the intersection of the southerly line
of Thcanes Street and the easterly line of Elm Street;

Thence,running along the southerly line of Thomas Street S. 63° 45 14" E,
a distance of 233.47 feet to the place of beginning.

The boundary of theUnited States Whip Conpany i sjustified byvirtueof
the inclusion of al | surviving building elements, both contributingand
non-contributing features, within this perimeter. Except for very m nor
boundary |ine adjustments nade at t henortheast corner of thesitein
1982, theboundary coincides with that which existed during thefirms
peak production period between 1892 and 1926 (seeltem 8, Significance).
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OWNER(S) OF PROPERTY

Sanuel J. Heynman for t heestate of
Lazarus S and Annette Heynan
Heyman Properties

1877 Post Road East

Westport, Connecticut 06880

(portion of Building No. 2; the'Infill"; and portion of Building No. 4
fronting on Main Street)

City of Westfield

Muni ci pal Building

59 Court Street

Westfield, Massachusetts 01085

(the "Alley" and Municipal Parking Lot)
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EXH BIT | PHYSI CAL CEVH_CGPMENT

Plate A i s an engraving from 1878 depicting Building Nunber Qe of the
conplex, theearliest structure erected (bytheAmerican Wi p Conpany).
Built after 1855, Building Nunmber One served as t hecore of the ccxnplex
and housed t heprincipal whip making machinery.

Plate A

II. Hull s Son and il. Harrison Gonpany nerged i n1855 - founding theAnerican Wiip .
This i sthe ?jnerican Whip . built intheperiod after 1055 and becane part of
the U 3. Hiip . conpl ex. A

RN RA Y

WESTFIELO. M»SS..



FHR-«-MO in-7»)

United States Department of the Intenor
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

'date™antcre’;
Continuation sheet

Item number Page
Plate .B

' I san atlas map from circa 1870, and shows t heoriginal plant i n
relation totheentire central business district.

Plate B

tficid
1370
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Plate C i sa birdseye view of thecentral business district of Westfield
in 1875. The Anerican Wiip Conpany i sshown at center right and i s

clearly not drawn t oscale. A snokestack i sevident at the northwest

corner of thebuilding indicating that thefactory had likely converted

to steam power by that year. Although thescale of thedrawing i s deceptive,
Building Ninber Three appears t o have been constructed by this period.

The unnamed street which bounds Building Nunber (he on t he east was never
constructed and reflects theengraver's artistic license.

Plate C
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PI ate D i san engraving dating from 1892 which depicts the Anmerican

P Conpany on the eve of consolidation as theUnited States Wi p Conpany,
Bui | di ? Nunber Two, fronting on Main Street, was constructed i n 1891.
Westfield s first I|brary, shown here as t he smal|l French Second Enpire

style building on the corner of Main Street, was later renoved, the site
becom ng t he paza area beneath theUnited St at es Wi p Conpany' s sign
(see Exhibit E) in front of thetransverse wing of Building Number Two.
Al'though Buildings Four and Six through Eleven were later built at the
right rear of this view, thestructures shown here, dated 1891, are
conceptual and do not resembl e those actually built,

Plate D

ARTI ST RENDITICN G- AMERCAN TOP QO - Main Street - 1892
(the buildings totheright of street - were never built) _
The small brick building on front cor. of street - was Westfield's

first library - torn down i n1398 and library noved t ocomer of EHm
and Court | ntheFow er Mansion that street on right was never conpl eted NeVo- oy
it connected with Minroe St,, o« Thonas. - - where street i s shown*""erey”rS."ip Qo bUIXt a bui

WFfIRKA OF Tin: AMEIIC.»N Willi' CO.>If.»XY, nF.ATritL1J, .M.»55,
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Plate E i sa 1911 birdseye view of theUnited States Wi p Conpany plant
and ﬁortions of theWstfield dowmtown. Also shown i sthebranch plant
which existed i nSidney, Ohio. Again, thetwo large buildings at the
extreme right were a product of theengraver's eye or nmanagenent plans
for expansion which never materialized. However, Building Nunber Four
along Main Street had been constructed by this time and a better view of
Bui | dings Nunber three and Si xthrough Eleven i safforded. The new
boiler house (Building Nunber Five) had also been erected (andpossibly
Nunber Twel ve, at theextreme rear) during the 1892-1911 period,
culmnating thephysical devel opment of theplant..

Plate E

seXeNeMoarjefyfes | e o e\

THE PLAVT OF THE mOOEST WHIP MANUFACTUnF.HS IN THE WOnLD, TIIR UNITED STATES WHIP COMPANT
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Plate G i saplan viewof the United States Wiip Conpany site i n1910
from a Sanborn Insurance nap In addition totheaccurate footprint of
the conplex, drawn t o scale, the function (byfloor) of each of the
buildings i nrelation to thewhip manufacturing process i s clearl
depicted. Fromthis mapi t is also evident that thebuildings which
are no longer extant i n 1981lwere principally used for storage of raw
materials and were, withthe exception of Building Nunber Ten and t he
cistern, of wood frame construction. Building Nunber Twelvei s
indicated as having been used as a furniture warehouse and i s not thought
to have been part of the orginal United States Wi p Conpany conpl ex.

Plate G
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Plate H i sa 1912 plat plan prepared by t he American Appraisal Conpany.
It records t hephysical development of thefirm at its peak and serves
as a base map for discussing theuse, significance andalterationst o
each of thebuildings. O thefollowing page i sa legend delineating

the use andrelationship within thewhip manufacturing process of each of
the buildings 1 n 1912.

Plate H

cr

[ -«dt-Y

pLAT puUJrj

AMtffICAN -Pt-ANT



Plate H (contd)

This Ap-praiaal
consists of the following Buildings and
construction with fittings and contents

Appraisal
Dealgnation ITaae and description

Building #1 Stocking, Vamishing, finishing, Pilling,
Mounting, Rolling and Plating Rooms
" 2 Storage, Office, Pinished Stocli,

Buttoning and L eather Rooms
Engine, Turning and Vamishing Rooms
Stock Storage
Pump, I>ynazo and |£achine Shop Rooms
Boiler House
Rattan Storehoiise
Rattan storehouse
Storage Shed

/A Storage

Storage Shed

10 Oil and Vaxnish Storage

11 Bicycle Shed

12 Rented for Storage

®o~NoOUT hw

©

'Yard and Two Hose Houses, Shipping Shed,
Outside Platform, Sign, Walks and Paving
and Track Truss

Well, Plumhing and Sewerage System,
Sprinkler System, Tanks, Trucks, Etc.,
Pire Equipment and Miscellaneous

Throxjghout Time Detector System

000—-
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