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frame wing was added to the rear during the second half of 

nineteenth century. Major alterations to the main body of the 

house include a rear stair in the west portion and a bathroom in the 

east portion. Some floorboards, beams, and paneling remain, but the 

interior has been remodelled several times.

The most impressive feature of the Dilworth House is the brick 

work. The west gable wall is laid in Flemish bond with diapering. 

It features both a stepped belt course between the first and second 

floors and a band course at the eave line. The south frontage is 

laid entirely in Flemish bond with glazed headers. The rear wall and 

foundations are laid in English bond.

The house was built in two sections, each three bays wide with 

a central door; a seam in the brickwork of the south facade marks 

the division line between the east and wes't sections. The water tabl 

on the west portion is bevelled and stepped up at the entry; the east 

portion has a quarter-round water-table. Stretching across the 

facade is a belt course, two bricks wide, which is broken by the 

second-story windows.

Although the fenestration of the first floor is regular, the 

second story is marked by only three windows, asymetrically placed. 

The gable-end windows were added or enlarged after the house was 

built. All the original windows are surmounted by brick segmental 

arches.

To the east of the house are remains of an underground chamber , 

possibly a root cellar. An arched opening, now sealed, is located
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dilworth House is a rare surviving specimen of an early 

Delaware yeoman's house. It features some of the finest diapered 

brickwork in Delaware.

In 1675, Edmund Cantwell surveyed for Patrick Carr a 20O-acre 

tract between St. George's and St. Augustine creeks. In 1679, the 

tract passed to _Plla Jansen, who probably built the west portion of 

the present house. The east portion probably was built early in 

the eighteenth century.

The farm passed through several hands until 1792, when it was 

bought by Robert Crow, who sold it to William Hill, who left it to 

his daughter Elizabeth, wife of John Alrichs Dilworth.

The farm later passed from John and Elizabeth Dilworth to John 

Ducha Dilworth, and then to a third John Dilworth.

This John Dilworth served in both houses of the Delaware 

legislature. In I860, he turned the farm over to his brother, 

Thomas F. Dilworth, who added to the tract.
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued) ——

in the west end of the front basement wall; it may have provided access

to another root cellar.
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