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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
[ public-local [ district
] public-State [ site
[ public-Federal O structure
[ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Hist. Res. of Highland, Doniphan County, KS

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter Categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19™ & EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN

MOVEMENTS: PRAIRIE SCHOOL

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation: CONCRETE

Walls: WOOD

Roof: ASPHALT

Other:

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

] D Property has yielded, or likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
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{71 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

D B removed from it original location.

[[J ¢ abirthplace or grave.
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[J E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[J F acommemorative property.

{716 iess than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
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continuation sheets.)
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ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1912

Significant Dates

1912

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Ely D. Saunders, contractor
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Overview

The A.L. Wynkoop House, built in 1912, is located at 307 West Pennsylvania Street in Highland, Doniphan County,
Kansas. The house is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C in the area of
ARCHITECTURE, under the Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) Historic Resources of Highland,
Doniphan County, Kansas. The Wynkoop house is an excellent example of a vernacular interpretation of the Prairie
style, built by Ely Saunders, a Highland carpenter and contractor.

The two-and-a-half-story side-gabled frame house is clad in wood shingles and sits on a poured concrete foundation.
A two-story cross-gable porch projects from the fagade, presenting an impressive appearance emphasized by the 48-
inch-wide eaves extending from second story on all four sides of the house. The eaves of the front gable, side gables
and the rear dormer are also very deep. The house retains most of its original wood windows, which, unless noted are
one-over-one double-hungs framed with simple wood molding. The original wood-shingled roof was replaced with
asphalt shingles in the mid-1980s. Two chimneys now clad in concrete project from the center portion of the roof. The
house sits on four city lots and is oriented to the north, facing Pennsylvania Street. Its site on the southeast corner of
Pennsylvania and Kirkwood Streets slopes downward from the north to the south.

North facade

A two-story porch supported by four shingle-clad tapered piers fronts the Wynkoop House. The deep eaves of the
porch’s gable shelter a gable wall also clad in wood shingles and a central large vent. Concrete steps lead to the porch,
which has solid balustrades clad in shingles. A second-story balcony projects between the two center porch piers.
Three connected windows are located in the east portion of the first story of the fagade behind the porch. The house’s
front door is in the west portion, surrounded by sidelights and fronted by a modern metal storm door. The fagade’s
second story porch has a central wood door covered with a wood screen door that leads to the interior. Trios of
connected windows are located in the west and east sections of the second story.

West elevation

The west elevation contains three bays. The north bay has a small rectangular single-paned window in the first story
and a single window in the second story. The central bay has a third-story gable with a pair of windows. A central
stairway block projects from the wall plane below the third story. This block has a small single-pane rectangular
window in the second story, a trio of windows in the first story and a rectangular single-pane basement window. The
south bay has a single window in the second story. A projection that may have been added after construction fills the
first story of the south bay. This shed-roofed projection has one first-story window, one rectangular basement window
and includes a screened porch that extends from the south side of the house.

South elevation

The south elevation is divided into three bays. The west bay has a single window in the second story and the screened
porch extension in the first story. The porch extends from the house to the south and west and the lower portion is clad
in shingles. Behind the screened porch, the first story has two entrance doors in the west portion and a window in the
east portion. The basement of the west extension contains a pair of hinged wood doors that provide access to the
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garage, fronted by a short concrete driveway and concrete retaining walls. The central bay has a third story gabled
dormer with a pair of windows, a single window in the second story, a trio of windows in the first story and two
windows in the basement level. A set of steps rise in front of the basement windows, providing access to the screened
porch via a door in its east side. The east bay has a single window in the first and second stories.

East elevation
The east elevation has three bays. The south bay has a trio of windows on the first and second stories. The central bay

has two new windows in the third story gable and a single door fronted by a wood screen in the first story. A set of
concrete steps lead to this door. The north bay has a trio of windows on the first and second story.

Interior

The interior of the Wynkoop house retains most of its original finishes. Walnut woodwork retains its original stain and
finish, plaster walls remain and original oak floors are present. It is likely that most of the interior lumber was milled
in Highland. Floorboards found in the house’s basement are stamped “Chandler and Wynkoop.”' The house has new
electricity and plumbing.

The first story of the Wynkoop house has five rooms, plus a pantry and half bath. All woodwork, unless noted, is very
plain walnut molding. One enters the through the foyer in the northwest corner of the house. An original metal and art
glass light fixture hangs in the center of the space. The north entrance wall contains the original walnut front door
surrounded by two sidelights. The south wall of the foyer is paneled with walnut and contains a door that leads to the
basement stairs and the kitchen. The house’s main stairway, located in the southwest corner of the foyer, has a solid
wall balustrade and walnut wainscoting. A built-in storage bench is located on the west wall. Pine and glass French
doors—placed on the room’s east wall and surrounded by sidelights—Iead to the living room. Simple walnut molding
is present as large floor moldings, around windows and doors and at the frieze level. An original metal and art glass
chandelier lights the living room. A red brick fireplace is located on the south wall of the room, topped by a mantel
that encases a mirror. A wood screen covers the fireplace opening when it is not in use. A single door east of the
fireplace leads to the house’s east exterior door. Solid wood French doors west of the fireplace lead to the dining
room. The dining room has the same heavy, simple molding present in the living room. A door in the east wall leads
to the family room, possibly a bedroom when the house was constructed. The north wall of the room has two
doorways—one leads to the house’s east exterior entrance and a second leads to a half bath located in a former closet.
A doorway in the dining room’s west wall leads to the house’s kitchen. The galley kitchen has adhesive tile
wainscoting, a linoleum floor and pine cabinets. The kitchen’s south wall contains an exterior door and a window. A
window above the kitchen sink is placed in the west wall between the kitchen and the pantry. The pantry, accessed via
the house’s rear screened porch, has walnut cabinets and wood countertops. The house’s back stairway is located in
the northwest corner of the kitchen.

' This stamp is probably from the Chandler & Wynkoop Cash Store, which operated from 1911 until 1914.
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First floor plan, Wynkoop house (J.M. Appraisals, Inc.)

The second story of the Wynkoop house consists of a central landing that leads to four bedroom spaces, a linen closet
and a bathroom. All bedrooms contain closets. The woodwork and doors in the central landing are walnut; woodwork
in the bedrooms is pine. The house’s master bedroom is located on the north side of the house. One reaches the
second-story balcony through a door in the north wall of this bedroom. A door on the west wall leads to a closet
placed atop the lower portion of the house’s main stairway. The room has wide floor moldings and surrounding
windows and doors. Narrow molding is present at frieze level. The northeast bedroom has woodwork that matches the
master bedroom. The southeast bedroom’s woodwork has been stained dark and the current owner replaced two
windows in the east wall. The house’s original main bathroom on the second story is currently under restoration. The
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previous owner converted the bedroom in the southwest corner of the house to a kitchen for renters. The current
owners have converted the room into a large bathroom and laundry room.
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Second floor plan, Wynkoop house (J.M. Appraisals, Inc.)

The house’s third floor is one, large room with wall-to-wall carpet, plaster walls and modern wainscoting. Attic space
1s accessed through a door in the north wall.

The poured basement, consisting of a large central space and three storage rooms on the east wall, holds the house’s
utilities. A crawl space is located under the house’s rear porch.
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Overview

The Allan Wynkoop house, built in 1912, is a unique interpretation of the Prairie School style of architecture. The
house is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C in the area of ARCHITECTURE,
under the Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) Historic Resources of Highland, Doniphan County,
Kansas. The house is significant locally as a vernacular adaptation of the Prairie style built by a local craftsman.

After construction, The Highland Vidette described the Wynkoop house as different from any other house in town. It
is a singular version of the Prairie School style that incorporates Craftsman elements. Local contractor and builder Ely
D. Saunders built and designed the house for one of Highland’s wealthy merchants. Saunders was responsible for the
construction and likely the design of many traditional buildings in and around Highland, including the elementary and
high schools, as well as the Highland Christian church. With the Wynkoop house, built for a successful businessman
and his large family, Saunders created a residence that stands out as impressive and substantial, but also very
innovative. The house has changed very little since construction. It retains an exceptionally high degree of integrity.

Architecture

The Wynkoop house is primarily a Prairie School style building, but also features elements of the Craftsman style.
Highland builder Ely Saunders’ design for the Wynkoop house emphasizes horizontality found in the Prairie style
through extremely wide eaves and rows of tripartite windows. The house also has elements of verticality, especially in
the front columns. The addition of Saunders’ interpretation of Craftsman elements adds up to a uniquely eclectic
dwelling.

The Prairie School style was gaining popularity in Kansas when the house was built in 1912. Most Prairie dwellings in
Kansas were built between 1905 and 1920.% Created by a group of Chicago architects that included Frank Lloyd
Wright, the style strongly emphasizes horizontal lines. The American Foursquare is an early version of this style, with
its simple square or rectangular plan, symmetrical fagade, low-pitched roof and wide eaves. Builders who included
Prairie elements in their individual designs further popularized the style on a local level, with wide eaves, enclosed
rafters and horizontal rows of windows,” elements all found on the Wynkoop house.

The house also incorporates Craftsman elements in the shingled exterior, shingled columns and the simple but
substantial interior moldings. Craftsman houses are generally one- or one-and-a-half stories tall, so the scale of the
Wynkoop house is unique. Approximately one-third of Craftsman houses have side-gable roofs, as does the Wynkoop
house. The two-story sloped porch supports are exaggerated versions of a typical variant found on the style. Craftsman
was the leading building style for small houses from around 1905 through the 1920s. The style stemmed from the
work of brothers Charles Sumner Greene and Henry Mather Greene in California and Gustav Stickley on the east

2 Martha Hagedorn-Krass, “The Wright Stuff; Prairie Style Homes on the Prairie,” Kansas Preservation, Vol. 25, No. 4 (July-August 2004),

p-7
’ Virginia & Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1995 ed.) 439.
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coast. }‘he style spread rapidly through magazines and popular pattern books but quickly lost popularity after the
1920s.

The Prairie and Craftsman styles share many common elements, including wide eaves, gabled dormers, a prominent
interior hearth and simple moldings. The combination of the two-story temple-front fagade, shingle cladding, locally
milled woodwork and sheer size of the Wynkoop house makes it a distinctive residence. It is likely, but not proven,
that Ely Saunders not only built the Wynkoop house, but also designed it.

Saunders was born on a Kentucky farm in 1876. He came to Highland in 1896, where two of his sisters lived.
Saunders was soon working for his brother-in-law, R.B. Chandler.” After two years, he began working as a carpenter
and contractor and continued in the field for decades. The self-taught craftsman was responsible for the construction
of many homes, barns,® the Highland grade school, Highland Christian Church and the Highland High School (burned
in 1975). Saunders built many traditional buildings and likely relied on pattern books for inspiration. The Wynkoop
house, however, was probably Saunders' own design. Saunders purchased the Samuel Irvin house on Main Street and
completely remodeled it around 1919. The stucco dwelling is currently clad in vinyl siding, but its form closely
resembles the Wynkoop house (below.) The Wynkoop house may have served as an early model for Saunders’ own
house.

Wynkoop house, left, and Ely Saunders hous, 205 W. Main Street, right. (Susan Ford, 2006)

History of the House
A.L. Wynkoop purchased all the lots of Block 123 in Highland from Louise Merrick in February 1909 for $2600. The
1904 Atlas shows a building on lots one and two, the site of the current house. It likely that the Wynkoop family lived

4 McAlester, 454.
3 Chandler partnered with A.L. Wynkoop for a time at the Chandler & Wynkoop Cash Store.
8 William E. Connelley, History of Kansas State and People (Chicago: The American Historical Society, Inc., 1928) 1930.
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in the dwelling before building their new house in 1912.” A.L and Hattie Wynkoop sold the northeast corner of the
block—Lots 11-14—to A.L. Martin for $500 in October 1911.

The massive house at 307 West Pennsylvania Street was built in 1912 for the Wynkoop family, including five of
seven daughters.® The family moved into the home in November, prompting The Highland Vidette to write the
following story:

The Wynkoop family moved into their new home last week, one of the finest looking and best houses
in Highland. Its exterior design, particularly the front, is different from any other house in town, the
porch with its large, square pillars and balcony and the roof with its wide eaves giving the structure an
imposing appearance. The interior finish is walnut and very handsome. About all furniture is new. It is
modern in every way and large enough for the largest family.’

The large house was likely a frequent site for entertaining, due to Wynkoop’s involvement in local politics and as a
partner in Chandler & Wynkoop’s Cash Store. The residence hosted approximately 100 guests at a December 1913
reception for two families leaving town. Among the guests were about 25 children, who were entertained on the
house’s second floor with games.'°

A. L. Wynkoop was born in Indiana in 1865. It is unknown when he came to the Highland area, but he stated in a
1910 newspaper article that he had lived in his voting district for more than 20 years. The 1910 federal census shows
that Allan Wynkoop had been married for 22 years to his wife, Hattie, aged 42 and born in Illinois. The couple had
seven daughters, all born in Kansas. The 1910 census lists Ione, 20; Anna, 19; Sarah, 17; Martha, 15; Alberta, 9;
Matile, 8 and Ellendean, 6. Also listed is one servant living with the family, George Scott, age 62. Wynkoop’s
occupation is listed as “own income.”'

Wynkoop was active in Doniphan County politics. The wealthy merchant ran for the Republican nomination for
county commissioner in the first district in 1910. The Highland Vidette questioned whether he was truly Republican or
a member of the Independent Central committee.'? Wynkoop responded, “For more than twenty years I have lived and
voted in the first Commissioner district and during that time I have uniformly voted the Republican national and state
ticket.”"> Wynkoop, who funded his own candidacy, ultimately lost the race for commissioner."*

? The Highland Vidette refers to block 123 as “the Wynkoop block” in “Real Estate Sales,” 19 October 1911.

¥ Jone and Anna Wynkoop, the family’s oldest daughters were presumably married during the summer of 1912. “Linen Shower,” The
Highland Vidette, 16 May 1912, p. 1.

® “The New Wpnkoop (sic) Home,” The Highland Vidette, 7 November 1912, p. 1.

' “The Reception at Wynkoop’s,” The Highland Vidette, 4 December 1913, p. 1.

11910 Federal Census for Iowa Township, Doniphan County, Kansas. On file at Kansas State Historical Society.

12 «About Mr. Wynkoop,” The Highland Vidette, 14 July 1910, p. 1.

13 «Letter from A.L. Wynkoop,” The Highland Vidette, 21 July 1910, p. 1.

14 «“yote on Commissioner,” The Highland Vidette, 4 August 1910, p. 1.
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Wynkoop soon went into business by purchasing an interest in R.B. Chandler’s dry goods store in 1911.
Advertisements for the Chandler & Wynkoop Cash Store began appearing that year, featuring clothing, shoes and
dress goods. Wynkoop bought out Chandler’s share of the store, but then decided to quit the business. He sold the
stock and took active charge of the Highland Elevator Company, which he bought in 1914."° In 1919, Wynkoop was
elected County Clerk and the family moved to Center Township.

The Abstract of Title for the property states that A.L. and Hattie Wynkoop sold the house and Lots 1-6 to Margaret
Corbet in February 1919 for $7000. Local legends claim that John Hunter, a wealthy farmer living southwest of
Highland, bought the property for her. Margaret Hunter Corbet may have been married to a relative of the childless
farmer and, as the story goes, worked as his housekeeper.'® The tale reveals that Margaret Corbet did not know that
the house was in her name until Hunter’s death.'” Hunter, a very wealthy, elderly and generous farmer, was certainly
capable of accomplishing such an act of kindness.'®

Margaret Hunter Corbet married her husband, Martin, in 1898. Martin Corbet grew up in Doniphan County near
Severance. The couple lived in Oakley in western Kansas and then Fall River in southeast Kansas, where Martin
farmed and owned a store building. They returned to the Highland area with their two children in 1912. The family
moved to property south of Highland so that son Clarence, 16, could attend Highland Academy and daughter Mary,
12, could attend Highland grade school. Martin Corbet was a carpenter and intended to work in the trade in Highland.
Martin’s parents also lived south of Highland, settling there in 1869. Many of his 11 siblings lived nearby.'® After
purchasing the Wynkoop house, Margaret, 59, and Martin, 57, were listed in the 1920 federal census with Martin
working as a laborer and the couple’s children living with them.

Margaret Corbet deeded the house and Lots 1-6 to her daughter, Mary Wickstrom, in March 1943. In October 1958,
Wickstrom sold Lots 5 and 6 to Gerald and Julia Clark, who built a small house on the property. The Wynkoop
house’s current owners, Michael and Terri Lamb, purchased the dwelling from Mary Wickstrom’s estate in October
2000.

' «“The Highland Elevator Co.” The Highland Vidette, 20 January 1916, p. 1.

16 Margaret Hunter Corbet had a son, Charles Hunter. “Corbet,” The Highland Vidette, 21 February 1924, p. 1.

' Nancy Sandehn, “Kansas Historic Resources Inventory” form for the A.L. Wynkoop house. (On file at the Kansas State Historical Society.)
'8 «John Hunter, Farmer,” in Illustrated Doniphan County (Troy: Trojan Graphics, 1916), p. 146.

' “Reunion and Picture of The Corbet Family,” The Highland Vidette, 4 February 1909, p. 2.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The A.L. Wynkoop house is located on Lots 1-4, Block 123 in the original town of Highland, Kansas. The property is
bounded on the north by West Pennsylvania Street, on the west by South Kirkwood Street, on the south by the
property line and on the east by a vacated alley.

Boundary Justification
The boundaries include the remaining city lots associated with the Wynkoop house during its construction.

Photographic Information

The following information is the same for all of the photographs:
1. The A.L. Wynkoop House

2. Doniphan County, Kansas

3. Susan Jezak Ford

4. August-October, 2006

5. Digital disk located at Kansas State Historical Society

The following information is applicable to individual photographs:
6. Exterior; Southwest view
7. #1

6. Exterior; Southeast view
7.#2

=)

. Exterior; Northwest view
.#3

~

[o)}

. Interior entry stairs; Southwest view
7. #4

6. Interior living room; Northeast view
7. #5
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. Interior living room; Southwest view
. #6

~

. Interior dining room; North view
. #7
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6. Interior kitchen; North view
7. #8

6. Interior second story landing; East view
7.#9

6. Interior Northwest bedroom; Northwest view
7. #10

6. Interior Northeast bedroom; Northeast view
7. #11



