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1. Name of Property
historic name Alvah Stone Mill

other names/site number  Montague Book Mill

2. Location

street & number 42 Greenfield Road N/A not for publication
city or town Montague _ N/A vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Franklin code 011 zip code 01351

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this,/*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

neets ¢« does not meet t)ie National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally + statewide M locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sbrature of certifying official/Tite Judith”™ McDonough, Executive Director ml
Massachusetts Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

lal Park Service Certification

herej’y certify that this property is: Slgnatuffe of the Keeper 7 Date of Agtigiv /
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« See continuation sheet. 1

« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
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« other (explain):



Alvah Stone Mill
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

(Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

_ public-local X district

_ public-State __ site

_ public-Federal __structure
__ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

INDUSTRY: manufacturing, mill

INDUSTRY: manufacturing, factory
INDUSTRY: energy facility, powerplant
INDUSTRY: energy facility, hydroelectric dam

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Mid-19th Century: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Franklin County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
5 0 buildings
0 sites
structures
. objects
20 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

COMMERCE: trade, specialty store, bookstore
COMMERCE: trade, restaurant, cafe

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  stone, brick, concrete

walls wood, weatherboard: stucco

roof slate, asphalt, metal/tin

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION
Setting

The Alvah Stone mill complex islocated in Montague Center, one of the five villageswhich
make up the town of Montague, a Connecticut River valey town, in Franklin County,
Massachusetts Montague Center isapristine 19th century village surrounded by farmland and
composed primarily of early to mid-19th century buildings aranged around atriangular green.
Themill islocated a the village center on the north bank of the Sawmill River, which flows
from Lake Wyola on the eedt, passes through Montague Center, and makesitsway dong a
snuous courseto the Connecticut River onthe west. At thispointin the river's course, the water
flows over arock-strewn bed, through a segp ravine which isroughly fifty feet deep.
(Photograph No. 1) River banks near the water are thickly covered with plants commonto the
region, and higher up with woodland treeswhich contribute to an impression of ravine depth.

Themill complex isa anatura drop in the river which has been heightened by a now-breached
dam. (Photograph No. 2) (#6. sketch mgp). Remains of a sscond timber frame dam (#18, sketch
map) and the dte of a second mill the Lawrence mill, (#17, sketch mgp) dating from the 18th
and 19th centuries are located gpproximately two hundred feet downstream. A 20th century
vehicular bridge over the river crosses severd hundred feet upstream as part of Main
Street/Turners Falls Road. (Photograph No. 2) Themill is on Greenfield Road which originates
a thisbridge. Outsde the borders of the digtrict, yet fronting on Greenfield Road, are three 20th
century residential buildings.

General building characterigtics

There are five buildings, Six structures, seven objects and two steswhich make up the mill
complex. The principal building isthe Alvah Stone grist mill, 440 Greenfield Roed, c.I764-
1834 (MHC #58) (Photogragph No.3) (#1. sketch map).

Themill building isafine example of an early 19th century post and beam manufacturing
building which rests, in part, on foundafions dating from the 18th century. The mill building is
located on arather degp dope between Greenfield Road on the north and the Sawmill River on
the south. Onthe building's north facade, the building may be entered a two levels. Entry to
the lower floor of the mill isreached from a semi-circular drive which descendsfrom Greenfield

(continued)
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Road; and entry to the upper floor isreached by an wood walkway which arassesdirectly from
the road into the sscond story. A concrete embankment linesthe north sde of the semi-circular
drive. (Photograph No0.3)

The weatherboard-covered building rests on rubble sone, concrete and brick foundations,
reflecting its severd periods of construction. Itistwelve bays wide, one to four bays deep, adis
mede up of three sections. The main block of the building, the oldest section, isin the center.
Eagt and west wings extend asymmetrically from the center section for anirregular plan.

The center section, the grist mill of 1834, istwo stories in height on the north and three and a

half goriesin height on the south, benesth afront gabled, date-covered roof. A transverse gable
interrupts the roof on itswest devation. (Photograph No.4) The center section isthree bays
wide and agpproximately the same depth for asquareplan. The eest wing (1934) dso steps down
the dope from one and ahalf sories on the north to three and ahalf stories on the south. Itis an
end gabled wing under adate roof, four bays wide and four bays degp. Thewest wing (1934) is
two goriesin height, and is four bays wide and one bay desp. It isdagpboard Sded and hes atin-
covered, hed roof 1t doesnot Segp down to theriver.

On the south facade of the west ell, a contemporary wooden deck extends above theriver's edge
linking the centra and western portions of the building. The deck isreached by awel-desgned
ramp to allow wheelchair accessbility.

Decor ative dements

Fenedration in the mill building is somewhat irregular in placement and in configuration, which
istypical for a 19th century manufacturing building whaose functions have changed over along
period of time. The main window type in the older central section isalarge scde, 12/8 double
hung saeh. Two of thesewindows flank a4/4 saeh on the south facede a the third story and one
a the samelevel onthe front besde the entrance. 1t isbaanced on the other Sde of the entrance
by a2/2 saeh. In the main section on the second or gallery level on the south there are three bays
of 4/4 sash. On the floor below, the power house level, there are two south bays of 12/8 sseh and
adoor entry. The eest wing has predominately 12/8 sash which lets agreet ded of light into the
south sde of the building where four bays of them make up most of the facade. Thewest wing
hes 6/6 saeh on both north and south facades topped on the south by aclerestory row of lights.
Elsawhere one can find 12-light fixed sash, and hopper windows, 1/1, and 8-light fixed saseh. Al
the windows are in good condition and make for awell-illuminated interior.

(continued)
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Doors into the building are typical for amanufacturing building. Aswith the windows, they are
from both the 1834 and 1934 construction periods and retain their original hardware. Both floors
of the grist mill section of the building are entered through broad, double-leaf, wood doors, and
the second floor doors are shdtered benegth a date-covered, shed roof portico. Each wing hesa
singlewood, or wood and glass, door on the north facade fromthe 1930s A new door was
inserted on the south facade of the west wing. Thereisasinglewood door on the south facede of
the grist mill exiting from the power room. (Photograph No. 5)

Two chimneysrise from the roof of the eest wing: acontemporary metd kitchen sack and an
original, parged brick chimney. There are none on ather the centra section nor the west wing;
however, asmall dormer does gopear on the south Sde of the roof of the east wing.

As thisis autilitarian building, there are few smply decoraive dements. Rather, the strength of
the building's construction and the quality of its materids are its attraction. Characteritic of the
practica features which have an dmost incidentd omamentd effect isthe large square cupola
which is st onthe center of the grist mill roof and letslight into the interior of the attic. It is
wegtherboard sded, has ahipped roof and isilluminated with 2/2 saeh on eech of its four
facades. Itsprofileisone of the identifying festures of the building.

Signiflcant interior features

The mogt significant interior features of the mill building are the components of its 1834 post ad
beam congtruction. They are unpainted and exposad in most rooms, they impose aregularity and
sn=e of solidity to the interior oaces. Bracing to the posts on the exterior walls of the centrd
section isfunctional but hes an additiona decorative effect. Postsare endosed in atongue and
groove matchboard siding which probably datesfrom the 1930s Matchboard isdso used asan
interior finish of the grist mill onthe walls, around and between windows and doors, and in
gairwells, and the walls of the eest wing. Itisusad on the ceiling of the eest wing's upper story
aswell, whereitislaid in adecorative herringbone fashionin awooden grid. There ae no
cellings dsawhere in the building, but joists from the floor above are exposed, as would have
been the casein most manufacturing buildings of the 1830s

Hardwoodfl oorswhich gopear to date from the 1934 dterations to the building are in uniformly
good condition. They show oil gains from years benesth machinery.

(continued)
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By virtue of its sepped congtruction on the river bank, the three-part building makes floor leve
changesfor somewhat irregular sections, but the floor plan isrelatively smplewith each floor of
the three sections opening to its adjacent section. The exception to the open floor plan among the
three sections isthe eest wing where its upper level, reached from the driveway, occupies only
half of the potentia floor and descends by dairs to the next level which is consequently two
doriesin height onthe south. Stairs connect each floor level of the center, grist mill section, and
atrgp door covers asair between the gallery or sscond floor down to the power house on the
first floor.

Begirming with the east wing (1934), the functions of the building goeces are as follows. The
upper fourth floor level of the eest wing isasmall cafe sdesarea |t dgpsdown to the third floor
cafe sedting area Thefloor below is an office/sitting room which can be entered only from the
center section of the building. Thefirst level isthe location of the penstock.

The center section of the building (c.1764 and 1834) hes a bookstore on the upper two floors, an
art gdlery/performance goace on the second floor from which the outsde deck can be reached on
thewest. On thefirst floor isthe power housewhich contains the hydroel ectric equipment and
the fire protection equipment.

Thewest wing (1934) hes onitsupper floor an extension of the book sore and onitslower level
handicapped rest rooms and dorage Joece

Outbuildings

Theremaining four buildings on the property are two manufacturing related outbuildings, and
two smdl sheds The first outbuilding, which datesc. 1890, is an unused sorage shed which was
atool crib and islocated directly to the west of the mill building. (Photograph No. 6) (#2 sketch
map). One gory in height benegth a shed roof, the building isfive bays long and two bays deep.
Windows on the south dde are 6/6 saeh and on the west Sde are 4/4. The north facade iswithout
windows and the eest has adouble, garage-type, door opening. The exterior of the building is
weatherboard sded with a section of vertical sding acrossthe north where half of the origina
gable building was removed. It dtsondry laid, river gone foundations.

The second outbuilding, formerly adie cutting shop, is located about twenty feet north west of
the mill building. (Photograph No. 7) (#3, ketch mgp). Itisatwo story, weetherboard Sded
building (c.1934) with abrick and succo addition on hs west end (¢.1945). Theroof is dae

(continued)
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covered and isend gabled. Thebuilding is 9x bayswide on the south and seven on the north. It
istwo baysdegp. Onthe south, there are three bays of floor length 99 windows then abrick
addition of three bays. The addition Sts on aconcrete bese and exterior ed dairs reach to the
ssoond floor office door. Theroof line of the addition extends beyond that of the eesteam end of
the building and is supported by braces. On the west facade the gable end is stucco-filled, above
two, 9 light windows. The north facede isall weatherboard and is only one story inheight. Seeh
on the north is 6/6, there is a pededrian entry and adouble door entry behind a concrete loading
dock. The entry facade on the eest istwo dories in height. The corner entry hes asingle legf
door,flankedby two, 99 sash windows, placed one aove the other. A four light transom above
the door further adds to the ariness of the entry. On the second floor isabank of three 6/6
windows besdeasngle 6/6. The building isoccupied by a gore onthe first floor and offices
above

Two fire hydrant-related sheds are located dose to Greenfield Road on the eet Sde of the mill.
Oreisan octagond, board and batten sded building under an octagond roof It contains afire
hydrant, according to asign onitsdoor. The second is awooden shed-roof hed described asa
firehosehouse. Thetwo are st on a concrete pad, and both date 1880-90. (#4, #5, ketch map).

Water power structures

Thetimber frame dam islocated a adrop in theriver of 9'-3" and is composed of atimber frame
spillway which is 108 feet wide supported a each end by aconcrete abutment.  (Photograph No.
2) (#6, sketch map) The spillway is 9'-3" high above aconcrete dab and stonework foundations
to creste ahead of 18-6". Vertical wood supports are 7'-6" goat across the spillway, but there
iIsa30'- 40' breach in the dam mid-way acorosswhere it hes deteriorated. Whenitisintact, the
dam cregtes areservoir which extends 600" upsream and hes apond surface areaof 0.8 aores.
The date of constmction of the first dam is not known, however, it was rebuilt in 1901 and once
again in 1936 and the remaining structure may have dements, such as the stonework foundations
fromthe earlier dam.

Water diverted from the dam a its north end, pesses through awhite oek sded raceway (now
dlted in) (#7, sketch map), entersthe building on its south eestem end, a the basament leve,
through ametd trash rack which is 8 in height and 12" wide. (Photograph No. 1) Thewater
pesss the trash rack and entarsaded penstock which is4.5' in diameter through aheaed gate,
operaed fromthe floor above, under the west wing before it entersthe power room under the
centra section of the building and splitsinto three penstocks corresponding to the three

(continued)
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horizontal turbines in the room. (Photograph Nos. 8 and 9) Water then pesses through the
turbines and exits into the former whed pit for the water whedl, which operated here until 1933,
but which now actsas aplunge pool. Water exitsthe building a its southwest corner by a short
talrace and re-entersthe river. (#8-16, sketch map). In the power room afew of the dements of
line shafting, for direct mechanica trandation of power and for indirect generation via an
eectricad generator, remain. A wooden wakway alows circulation around the outer perimeter of
theroom.

Alterations or changesto the property

The long period of operation and changing functions & the mill have been repongible for a
number of important dterations. First, the mill building itself hes been dtered to accommodate
changing fimctions. What began as acom mill in the 18th century was probably dtered to
include fiilling or carding and sawmill functions in the early yearsof the 19th century, then was
wholly rebuilt, except for asection of early mbble sone foundations, and expanded as a grist
mill in 1834. The building was subsequently dtered from agrist mill to ameta samping
machine operation in 1934 before becoming abookstore/cafe and performance goecein the
1980s

Little is known about the gppearance of the original com mill other than the exigence of its
foundations which now contain the power house. (Photogrgph No. 5) From these foundations it
Ispossible imaginatively to recongmct the generd outlines of the mill which would have been
condderably smdler than the present building. Given the foundation sze (30" x 55'), the nead to
accommodate awater whedl, and the configuration of the doping river bank, the building would
not have risen more than two stories abovethe river and one story aoovethe lower roadway.
Alterations to incorporate carding and fulling operaions are unrecorded, but in 1834 the mill was
rebuilt and expanded to operate as agrist mill. Thisdteration resulted in the centrd section of
the mill asitlargely istoday retaining only the earlier foundationswhich form the north, eest and
wes wallsof the power house and the south foundationwall a the river'sedge. Thisportion of
the mill remained relatively unchanged snce the water whed from the origina mill continued to
srvethe grist mill. The wooden portion of the building above the foundations was new in 1834.
A photograph from the tum of the century documents its gppearance with its main entrance on
the lower roadway. Accounts from the time of its grist mill operation mention that grain was
poured down a chute to agrinding whedl, after which the ground med was lifted back up by
eevator to be bagged. Thiswas atvpical sstup for grinding grain with the eevator conssting of
abelt sysem which ran insgde awooden shaft. Two of the grinding sones can be seentoday a

(continued)
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the water's edge, but none of the other grist equipment remans in the building. (#19,20, sketch
map).

In 1934 dterations were dmogt as dramatic as they had been in 1834. Two wings were added to
the main mill building; the water whed was removed and replaced by a generator, threeturbines,
and apengtock, together with trash racks, ahead gate and shut of f gatesfor eech turbine. The
shut off gatesrose through two floors S0 turbines could be opened and dosed from eech main
manufacturing floor. Machinery for the manufacture of hydraulic marking machines wasthen
installed.

Thetimber frame dam has been rebuilt twice, in 101 and again in 1936, in addition to annud
repairs tof | ashboards and stmctural members. It took Six men one year to rebuild the dam in
1936 after the flood of that year. According to one who worked onit, the 1901 reconstruction
had reused timbers from its predecessor, but the 1936 work involved al new timbers and planks.
A trap door in the bottom of the dam was reopened and anew one put in itsplace. Concrete
abutments were added and the foundations were reinforced, in addition to the new wooden
dgmcture. There may be some portionsof the sone foundations, however, which date from 1901
or ealier.

Condition

Among the resources which make up the grist mill property, the dam isin the most deteriorated
condition. Stmctura members of wood are severdly deteriorated and in fact severd of them have
given way causng abreach in the dam which increeseswith each spring. Stonework, in the
foundations has in severd aress been loosened and lost.

Themill building and outbuildings have been well-maintained and are in good condition. The
hydrod ectric equipment may be reused after reconditioning.

Thedidtrict includestwo dtes: the foundations of the Lawrence mill which mav datefrom the
1760s, and undated portionsof a sswmill dam. (#17, 18 sketch mgp) Both are remnants only,
having been destroyed in the late 1960s At that time the dam went out, not to be repaired and
the sawmill was closed and taken down.

(continued)
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L andscape features and vegetation

The landscgpe setting of the mill, agently doping river valley which degpens to aravine a the
falls, has changed during the severd hundred yearsof its occupation, principally asthe
vegetation dong its banks has been dtematdy deared and then alowed to reestablish. A tum of
the century photograph taken from below the mill looking upstream, illustrates one of the periods
of clearing. It shows the north bank completely cleared of treesat the two adjacent mill dtes
The south bank gppears much as it does today, lightly wooded with amixture of pine, maple and
birch trees. Since that photograph, the north bank hes reforested and may ook more asitdid in
the 1790s to 1820s than itsc. 1890-1900 gopearance

The gpopearance of theriver itself has changed dightly. Each summer, sand is goreed for apublic
beech upgtream a Lake Wyola. The sand then waghes downdream to the mill and over theyears
hes caused some silting in of the river bank above the dam and of the raceway between the dam
andthe mill. Theriver bed itself remains awell-wom bedrock surface.

The final observable changein the landscgpeisthe raising and widening of Greenfield Road
which has increasad the dope to the river and the gpparent height of the northriver bank.
Wheress now the road islevel with the upper floor of the mill, in the 19th century the dope was
more gradual from road to river and the Ste less precipitous a the mill.

V egetation adong the river has been characterized by an ecological consultant as "disturbed river
bank communities’. Among the most numerous plants a the edgeof the river are coltsfoot,
beggar'sticks, mullein, barberry, ragpberry and bittersweet nightshade. Willows and dogwood
grow further away from the water, and on the south bank above the st mbs are beech, sugar
maple, em and white pine trees. These are sream sde plant communities, and as such may have
been present here ance the mills first operated onthe Ste. At the bridge aoove the dam the
vegetation is conddered highly disturbed and is more typical of roadsde plants. mullein, purple
loosestrife, Jgpanese knotweed, barberry, coltsfoot and nettle.

Industrial machinery

The hydrod ectric machinery which was assambled by the Martin Machine Company a the mill
had impressive histories before arriving in Montague. Two of the three horizontal 18" Francis
turbines are thought to have been manufactured by the J. W. Jolly Company of Holyoke. Each c.
1910 turbinehes a50 kw capacity. Thetwo turbinesfirst instaled in the mill had been part of

(continued)
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the generating plant which ran the Greenfield-to-Conway dreetcar line. When the dreetcar line
was closed, the turbines and penstocks were discarded, and during the winter of 1933 they were
pulled out of a degp ravine in Conway for reuse by the Martin Machine Company. A third
turbine was added a alater date. Someof the Martin Company machines were directly or
mechanicaly powered by one turbine, the rest were dectrically powered from the second and
third turbines which aso provided electricity for lighting the building.

The generator was brought to the ste from Mt. Holyoke where it hed powered the cog railroad
which carried visitors and 9ghtseersto Summit House a the top of the mountain. The generator
IS a62-kva synchronous generdor.

The boundaries sdected for thismill complex are its property lineswhich include all the
Important resources: the dam a the drop in the Sawmill River, the buildings, objects and
sructures contained within the mill. The property lines were chosen to include the foundations
and dam gte of a second mill, the Lawrence mill, which was in operation & the time of the
drawing of the magp of 1764, and was in operation as sawmill and then utility power house, then
onceagan as asawmill until the late 1960s

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric gtes are specifically located onthe Alvah StoneMill property, Stesmay be
present. At leest three prehistoric Stesare recorded in the genard area(within one mile),
including one dte, 19-FR-210, located on the oppodite Sde of Greenfield Road oppaosite the mill.
That Ste was located in 1983 during archaeologicd testing for the proposed Greenfield Road
Reconstmction Project. Materia recovered from the Ste contains chipping debitage including
chert, rhyolite and quartz flakes, calcimined bone, and Middle Woodland ceramic fragments.
The ste was reported to extend lengthwise for a least 15.0 metersdong Greenfield Road,;
however, itswidth isunknown indicating it may extend across the road onto the Alvah Stone
Mill property.

The physical characterigtics of the district include locationd criteria (dope, drainage, disgance to
water) highly favorablefor many types of prehistoric Stes. While the property is generdly
deeply doped, it doesinclude severd aress where well-drained soils on level to moderately
doping terraces are present adjacent to the Sawmill River and itsfloodplain. This tributary
drains westward to the Connecticut River, located gpproximatey 15 milesto the west. The mill

(continued)
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dte dso includes two fall linesin the river, which may further enhance the favorability of this
location, epecidly as a dte location focused on fishery acfivities. Given the above informafion,
the g9zeof the district (6.2 acres), and the presence of aknown dte on the opposite dde of the
road from the nominated property, ahigh potential exists for the recovery of significant
prehistoric resources

There isds0 ahigh potentia for locating significant historic archaeologica resourcesin the
nominated area. Archaeologica survivasfrom severd mills, waterpower-related resources, and
occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) should exist on the property covering a
period beginning prior to 1764 into the 20* century. Thisdateis derived from the 1764 Elisha
Root map, which illustrates two gristmills a the Alvah StoneMill Ste between Greenwich Road
and the Sawmill River. The second mill Ste isprobably the ste of the later Lawrence Mill,
located gpproximately 200 feet downstream from the Alvah StoneMill. The association between
the Alvah StoneMill and Josgph Root/Root's Mill isbased on an 1835 conveyance record for
what became the Stonemill by referringto it a "Root's Mill". These assodationsand
cartographic evidence datathe two gristmillsto 1764 or earlier. Foundation remains can exist
from these early mills, possibly incorporated into later mills, as well as ssmcturd remains from
their related waterworks, including heedraces, tailraces, and whed pits. Some sonework from
the existing dams d <o survive fromthis period. Itisuncear whether or not asecond dam wes
present & this early date or whether the sscond mill somehow functioned from water a the first
dam. If a second mill dam did exist, it was probably located a the lower fallswhere alater dam
was known to exist. |f a second dam did exist a thislocation, archaeologica survivas from
various waterpower-rdated dmctures may exist including evidence of heedraces, tailraces, whed
pits, and dam abutments or footings. While both mills continued to operate as gristmills, other
functions were dso added. A 1794 mep of the areaiindicates the Stonemill continuing a a com
mill with the second downstream mill operating as a com and sawmill. The 1830 Josah Gould
plan of the town continues to list the mills as sawing and grist grinding but aso identifies both
mills as clothiers mills, suggesting they began carding afullingwool. Fromca 1764 to ca
1830, both mills continued to operate much the same as they didin 1764. |f changeswere made,
indications of them may be present as archaeologica resources. Occupationd-related features
(trash aress, privies, wells) may aso be present & both mill Stesrelated to changing industrial
functions of the mills and industrial workers.

Documentary evidence indicates the 1820-30 period as the first dateswhen changes \yere
occurring to smctures in the area During this period. Colonial Cephas Lawrence purchased the
second downdgtream mill, now known as the Lawrence mill, and operated it as asawmill and

(continued)
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carding mill. Itisconjectured that Lawrence built the sscond dam & thistime. In 1834 the
Alvah Stone Mill was rebuilt, incorporating portions of the earlier mill intoitsdesign. Thismill
continued to grind grain into the 20"'century, with mog mill operators aso farmers before and/or
during their tenure as millers. One miller, George Stratton, reconstructed the dam in 1901.
During the 1930s aresurgenceof industria activity occurred a the Alvah Stone Mill with the
purchase of the mill by Frank Martin and the beginning of the Martin Machine Company.

Martin dso transformed the mill from water whed to turbine-generated power. Martin
reportedly demolished severd outbuildingsto lower taxes as he neared retirement age. Stmctural
remans can survive from these buildings which may dateto the 19" century or earlier. Martin
ads0 rebuilt the dam again in 1936. The Lawrence mill operated as asawmill throughout much of
the 19" and 20* centuries. During the late 19 and early 20* century, the Lawrence mill was
used as autility powerhouse. The sscond downgtream dam was destroyed in the late 1960s, after
which the sawmill was ds0 demolished. Visible structura remains from the Lawrence Mill and
dam can date from the 19* and 20* centuries, however, the remains can o include portions of
dructures that date back to the original 1760s mill. Archaeologica evidence of outbuildingsand
occupationa-related features should aso survivein the vicinity of the Lawrence Mill.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

0 a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Maior Bibliograpiiical References

Franklin County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMERCE

ENGINEERING
INDUSTRY

Period of Significance
1764 - 1947

Significant Dates
1834, 1934 (alterations to mill
1901, 1936 (rebuilding of dam)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency

_ Local government
_University

__ Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Commission
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 6.2 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 18 702060 4712330 3. 18 702070 4712100
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 18 702260 4712200 4. 18 702010 4712360
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Bonnie Parsons, Senior Planner for Historic Preservation with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date April 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Dr. Allen Ross

street & number 91 Taylor Hill Road telephone  413-367-2464

city or town Montague state MA zip code 01351

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Sen/ice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Alvah StoneMill in Montague, Massachusetts, together with itstimber frame dam, 18th
century power house foundations and whed pit, pengtock, turbines, tailrace, and associated
equipment representsthe long history of New England's water power driven industry from the
18th century to 1987. (Photograph No. 1) Themill islocaly significant for itstwo hundred yeaer
role in Montague's agricultural economy a asawmill and gristmill. Itisfurther exemplary for
having mede the transition to 20th century manufacturing nesds and accommodating engineering
advancesin the technology of water power production while remaining & asmdl scde. Asthe
industry which created dies and samping mechines for nationally recognized products, such as
Onedda slverware and Louisville Sugger basgbd| bats, the Martin Machine Company mede an
important contribution to local industry.

The Alvah Stonemill isthe mogt intact remaining mill complex in the town of Montague. The
mill meatscriteria A and C of the National Regiger of Historic Facesand is of loca
significance.

Contact Period (1500-1620)

It isthought that during the Contact period Montague was the location of two large native
American populations, the Pocumtucks, who were centered in nearby Deerfield, and the
Norwottucks who were concentrated further south in the Connecticut River Valey in Hadley,
Hatfield and Northampton, but ranged north dong the river into Montague. The Connecticut
River lowlands, including Montague Center, were alocus of activity for thesetwo native groups,
the offering the river, fertile land and woods. Fishing Stesfor sdmon and shed runs were
recorded from the 17th century a Turner's and Miller's Fals; agriculture was highly likely dong
the fertile flood plains of the Connecticut River, and hunting was traditionally consdered
excdlent in the area

Trails esablished by the Pocumtucks and Norwottucks formed the badsfor anetwork of later
roads and were a determining factor in the later development of Montague. Native American
trails inanorth-south direction are roughly represented today by Old Sunderland Road, and
Taylor Hill Road, which forded the Sawmill River & asngle fording oot upstream of the mill
and split of f acrassthe Montague Plain as Old Northfield Road and Montague Road.

(continued)
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Plantation Period (1620-1675)

Around 1664, Mohawkswho cameto the Connecticut River valey from New Y ork and Caneda
during the summersfor hunting and fishing, attacked the Pocumtucks, and desroyed severd
Pocumtuck villagesin the Montague area. The atack was the first in a seriesof many setbacks
which eventualy ended in the disgppearance of native Americans fromthe area. By the end of
the period the conflict shifted from among native American groups to an dliance of native
Americans and French Canadiansagaing English settlers. There was no settlement by the
English, however, in Montague during this period, athough settlersfrom nearby Deerfield and
Swampfield (Sunderland) may have come hereto hunt.

During the Plantation Period began the division of land which ultimately led to the creation of
Montague as a sgparate community. The land wes & first mede part of asngle plantation, the
Hadley Plantation, which was established in 1661. A northern tract of the vast Hadley Plantation
wes partitioned off in 1673 as Swampfield, containing what was to become Montague.
Settlement in Montague might have come earlier had conflict with native Americans not mede
thisland too dangerousfor settlersuntil the first quarter of the 18th century.

With the soreed of King Philip'swar to westem Massachusettsin 1675, Swampfield, which hed
been settled by afew familiesin the areaof Sunderland, was abandoned. Native American
atacks on Deerfield and Hatfield forced settlerswho had come to the southem part of
Swampfield to leave the territory and move south to within reech of the relative safety of
Hatfield and Hadley's pdisaded centers

The war brought together native American groups who clustered in the Montague and Deerfield
aea Indians from Canadaand King Philip'sfollowersfrom Rhode Idand joined thelocal
Nipmuc groups of Cgpawonks, Nonotucks and Norwottucks. One of the first atackswasin
1676 when King Philip'sIndians drove off cattle and horsesin Hatfield. A counterattack by
militia from Springfield took place in Montague (Tumers Fals) killing a disproportionate
number of native Americans. King Philip died, his followerswere dispersed, and someof the
native American groups who survived the conflict left theregion.

Colonial Period (1675-1775)

Between 1677 and 1688 fighting in the region paused. 1t began again in a seriesof encounters
which were known collectively as King William's War from 1688 to 1698 and as Queen Anne's
War from 1703 to 1713. The massacrea neighboring Deerfield took place during this latter war

(continued)
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in 1704. Skirmishes actualy continued in the region until 1725 when atreaty was Sgnedin
Boston, but Swampfield was recondtituted beforethe treaty, in 1714, and by 1716 it once agan
included the areanorth of the Sawmill River, known by then as Hunting Hills. In 1718
Swampfield was incorporated as Sunderland, and when the Sunderland proprietors took
possesson of their home lotsin 1729-30, al the remaining land in the plantation, including all of
Hunting Hills, belonged to them as undivided common land. In Juneof 1751 Hunting Hills had
grown enough to be st off & a sgparate parish and between 1753 and 1754 it was incorporated
& Montague.

Loca historians datethe first settlement of Hunting Hills ether in 1715-16 when lumbermen
came to build asawmill onthe Sawmill River, or from 1726-27 when the first farm was
esablished on Taylor Hill. Harry Fiske saysin his Recollections of 1991 that 1715 wes earliest
record of amill on Sawmill River congructed by Edward Ailing, his son Edward Ailing, J. and
Benjamin Munn. Edward Pearson Pressey in his 1910 History of Montague detes the first
sttlement from 1726 when Ebenezer Marsh built asmall cabin on Taylor Hill. Whether
sttlement datesfrom industrial or agricultura activity, the fact isthat the town's attraction for
settlerswas basad on its potential for water power and for successful agriculture.

Construction of a meeting housein 1753 and abridge acrossthe Sawmill River three years|ater,
edablished Montague Center as the town's first religiousand civic center. A school house
followed c. 1757 and an anima pound in 1766. 1n 1765 there were 49 houses in Montague with
atotal of 392 people. Among the familieswere some who had fled Deerfield and Sunderland
during the war, and otherswere sttlersfrom Hadley and Greenfield.

Mills were essentid initially for primary settlement, but then for the on-going support of
agriculture. In the Massachusatts Provincial Tax Vauation list of 1771 there are five millslisted
for Montague, the second highest number of millsin Franklin County. One person Joseph Root
is listed as owning two of the five, agrist mill, and afullingmill. The earliest known mep of
Montague, the 1764 Elisha Root map, identifiesafew property types without owners names
The mgp shows a this location on the Sawmill River two mills, identified by the mep key as
com or grist mills, between Greenfield Road and the Sawmill River. One of the early mill's
foundations gopearsto remain today as part of the Slonemill. The sscond mill's foundations
may aso remain & the mill ste downstream from the Stonemill, known as the Lawrence
sawmill. The connection between Josgph Root's mills, and the Alvah Stonemill may be made
through adeed of 1835. The dead for what uhimately became the Stonemill refersto it as

(continued)
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"Root's Mill" apartid shareof which was transferred from Eragtus Root to Josgph Root. The
seoond record for what ultimately became known as the Lawrence sawmill and isnow only a
ste, documents atransfer of a partial shareof the sawmill property from Eragtusto Josgph Root
in 1835 aswell. While dedsfor land trandfers do not definitively pinpoint buildings on a
particular piece of property, thesetwo records are highly suggedtive. (Photograph No. 5)

The same Tax Vauation list informs us that by 1771 there were 74 housesin Montague.
Resdentsraised pigs, cows, goas and shep, and produced cider, hay and grain in additionto
vegetablesfor their own consumption. Lumbering continued with cut timber shipped down the
Connecticut River to Hartford.

Between 1770 and 1820 many of Montague's farmers added to their mixed crop agriculture by
stall-feeding cattle to diversify their income. Fattening ceattle required fertile soil and acreege
auitable for tillage, mowing and pagtures, all of which were found in the intervae lands dong the
Connecticut River. InFranklin County fattening cattle was an important activity. Smdler farms
averaged four cattle and the larger farmsraised up to twenty, fattening them on "provender”
which was amixture of Indian comwith "oats-'n-pess’, which farmers grew on their tillable
land while the cattle were in the hilltowns for the summer. The Root/Stone mill as a com mill
would have beenthe locationfor grinding this grain mixture which was highly effective for
fattening cattle before they were driven to the Brighton slock yards outsde Boston.

Connections to neighboring towns improved significantly during the Colonia period. Greenfield
Road was added to the two existing north-south roadsby 1764 as travel back and forth to
Greenfield and Sunderland increased, and by 1766 ferry sarvice to Deerfield was begun across
the Connecticut River. Ferry Road was built as an east-west connector acrossthe Montague
Plains between Montague and Greenfield Roadsto the river.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

Water powered industry dong the Sawmill River began to redize its potentia during the Federd
period; grist and sawmills continued to be closdly assodated with farming. The number of water
powered mills grew to eight, and diversifying their functions. A 1794 mep of the town shows the
Sonemill asacommill (#1, sketch map) with asscond mill downsream of it as both acom and
sawmill (#17, sketch map). The Jogah Gould Flan of the town in 1830 identifiesthesetwo mills
functioning as clothiers mills which suggests they began carding or fulling wool, inaddition to

(continued)
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sawing and grist grinding functions. Between 1820 and 1830 Colond Cephas Lawrence bought
the second mill and operated it as asawmill and carding mill, and Lawrence may have been
regpongble for congtmction of the sscond dam. (#18, sketch map)

Montague's cormections to neighboring hilltowns on eest and west within Franklin County
improved during thisperiod. The Sunderland Cross Road was probably established as an eedt-
west connector from Federd Streat to Montague and Greenfield Roads.  The north-south routes
wereimproving to Greenfield and Millers Falls and eest- west connections increased in number
acrassthe Montague Plain.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

During the early industria period, the lessonsof the Industrial Revolution which were learned in
Lowell, Wdtham, Lawrence and on asmdler scdein scoresof New England communities were
sudied by entrepreneurs a home and aoroad. Engineers and surveyors scoured the region's river
sydemsfor water power/industrial potential, and investment groups formed, hoping to duplicate
the successof the Boston Associates. It isno surprise that Montague with the Connecticut and
Miller Riverswould be discovered, and plans for industrial deveopment put to work. Montague
City was begun in one of these schames with investors from Holland who procesded as far asto
build someof the envisoned workers housing. But capita investments were not susained ad
Montague's industrial development never gpproached the level of Lowell.

The Industrial Revolution was profoundly changing the economy of New England, and the
villages of Montague City and Tumers Fals acted as the lightning rods for entrepreneurs in
Montague. In contrast, water-powered mills in the sarvice of agriculture perssted as essentid
dements in the town's economy. Alvah Stone mill representsthe second of these pardld, co-
existing ssgmentsof economic activity. Jud as farming demanded perdstence and hard work
and gavelittle in the form of quick retums, the smal river-run sawmills, gristmills and factories
that mede boxes for produce or toolsfor cultivation worked on narrow margins of profit, yet
were key to the livelihood of amajority of townspeople.

At the beginning of this period the mill had beenin operation for over sixty-six years, 0 itis not
surprising that in 1834 it was rebuilt and began operation as agrist mill by Alvah Stone. 1t was
known as "Stone'sMill" for decadesto come and ground grain for townspeople well into the
20th century. Themill drew its cusomers from beyond the town's borders, too. Sunderland's
Franklin Williams kept adiary in which he mentions in 1853 that he took his grain to be ground

(continued)
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in Montague rather than a the doser Whitmore's Mills in North Sunderland because the
Montague mill charged less

Alvah Stone dso built ahouse(now gone) on the north sde of Greenfield Road acrassfrom the
mill. The Lawrence mill just downstream operated primarily as asawmill, but dso beet rugs and
built boxes for figs during the period.

There were atempts in Montague Center to use the Sawmill River to power afew more local
industries. The 1855 G. StevensMgp of Montague Ceanter shows that severd cands had been
built in town to bring water to the smal industries there, which included the manufacture of sseh
and shingles, scythes, rakes, soikes, nails and canhooks, fumiture, carpet and candy. 1n 1855
Montague's sawmills led the county in the number of board feet cut.

Loca industry was successfiil enough to warrant the railroad coming to town. 1n 1851 the
Massachusetts and Vermont Railroad mede acircuit into Montague Center and established a
depot. TheNew London and Northern Railroad arrived in 1855 and together these lineswhich
were about aquarter of a mile fromthe Alvah Stone grist mill were aboodt to local industry.
Therailroad dso was an indirect benefit to agriculture and to the mill, as whole grain was
brought in by rail for grinding and sdeto Montague's dairy and livestock farmers.

After Alvah Stone, the mill weas operated by his son Lucian Stone until 1856 when he sold it to
Samud S Holton. Sylvester Bangs followed as miller in the 1860s

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

There was dways adose connecfion between miller and farmer a the Alvah Stone mill ad
sometimes they were one and the same. William H. Nimswas miller in the 1890s and Chairman
of the Tmgees of the Montague Agricultural School between 1911 and 1913. In 1895 Marcdlus
Stratton, who followed Nims a the mill, was afarmer on Depot Road as was the younger George
M. Stratton. 1n 1897 Marcd lus bought the mill and ran it until George took over in 1904.
George Stratton was responsible for reconstmction of the damin 1901, then took over the mill's
work and shifted his occupation in the censusrecords from "farmer™ to "miller”, until he retired
in 1919.

(continued)
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The actud builder of the new dam was Edward E. Whitney. (#6, sketch map) Whitney was an
active and diversified builder in Montague Center constmcting bridge embankments, and houses,
dtering, repairing, and moving buildings until his desth in 1939.

After the 1890s the town's digparate industries began to fail, g0 town historian Edward Presssy
and hiswife brought the Arts and Crafts movement to Montague Center ¢.1900 in an effort to
subgtitute handicraft for the faltering industry. While the idea gppeded to anong some resdents,
it was not asuccess It was not until the 1930s that industry was to make acomeback in
Montague Center, and then it was a the Alvah Stone Mill. Meanwhile the grist mill continued
its operations until Stratton's retirement in 1919 when it was closed. The sscond mill, the
Lawrence mill, was converted to become the first dectric light plant in town, producing
éectricity to mn the dreetcars of Montague Center.

Early Modern Period (1915-1940)

In 1933 Frank Martin bought the idled Alvah Stone mill from George Stratton to beginthe
Martin Machine Company. It was Martin who converted from water whed to turbine generated
power. (Photographs No. 8 and 9) The company manufactured marking dies and hydraulic
marking machines and to do 0 gathered engravers and machinists of consgderable taent. The
Martiin Machine Company's samping dies were apecidty. The Lunt Silver comapny
contracted the company, for ingance, to creaste amarking die which required Martin's engravers
to reduce the Presdentid Sed from the dollar bill to imprint on slverware. Thisslverwarewas
then gamped and distriubted to American embessesthroughout the world. Martin's machinists
were regpongble for developing and patenting in 1908 the #12 marking machine which was
opaaed by an oil hydraulic feed mechaniam and was adle to make precise markings on curved
aurfaces. Impressons were gamped on irregular shovd handles, scissors, golf clubs, hammers,
axes pliers, wrenches, screwdrivers, musica cymbas and Oneda sterling siver tableware. The
company advertised itsability to creste machines which could handle items that varied in
thickness or diameter and could mark wood, sed or even eggshdls. One particularly famnous
example of their work was the Louisville Sugger bassbd| bat, but Adirondack bats and wartime
shell caangswere dso gamped by Martin machines,

The Martin Machine Company gathered a small but extraordinarily skilled group of about eight
men, working on thirty to thirty-five machines They desgned and engraved dies and tooled

mechines steadily between 1934 and 1974. Ore of them, Ed Siwizki, was conddered one of the
best machinigts in the country. A gunsmith, he dso crested muzzle loaders for the Bicentennia

(continued)
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and highly prized fishing reds. Hisworkbench was pictured in Machinists Handbook in 1937 as
aperfectly organized bench of its kind.

The company was hot goared during thefl oodsof 1936. FHood water wregked havoc on the dam;
water crested fourteen inches over itstop; debris blocked the trash racks and the whole area siited
in. The Works Progress Administration put local men to work in towns acrossthe region digging
out from the flood debris and silt, and in Montague they went to work cleaning the dam and mill
aeawith shoveds. Martin had to rebuild the dam, however. Herecmited young men who st up
sandbagsto divert the water from the dam, 0 that constmction could take place without
intermpting water flow into the turbines. At the end of a year the Sx had built adam which was
2D level and even that vibrationsfrom the falling water causad the wholetown to sheke. The
dam had to be dightly dtered from its perfection to stop the vibrations.

Frank Martin tried to keep relations samooth with townspeople as the Machine Company was the
only industry inapastord village. He stocked the pond abovethe dam with fish and put in
benches, he was ds0 known for kegping acdoset full of surplus bassbdl batswhich he donated to
the town's teeamsfrom timeto time.

Modern Period (1940-present)

When Martin was neer retirement in the 1970s, he demolished severd outbuildingson the
property to kegp taxes low, and reduced the company's accountsto keep just afew of his best
employees working until 1977. The buildings he took down were sorage shedslocated a the
west end of the property in the location of the existing outbuildings, which hed been congtructed
in the 19308" That year he sold the budnessto aformer employee Roy Cowdrey, but kept
ownership of the buildings. Cowdrey continued to operate the busnessuntil 1987 when heleft
the mill, discarded dl the fine old machinery, and moved the busnessto Tumers Fals. After
changing hands severd times, the vacant mill building was bought and converted to its current
use as abook goreand cafein 1988. The die building hes sarved as arentd building for offices,
alocd folklore society, and pgper goods store.

Archaeologica Significance
Since pattems of prehistoric settlement and subsstence in the Montague areaare poorly
undergtood, any surviving dtes could be significant. Prehistoric Stesin this areacan provide

important information relating to Native American adgptationsto ariverine environment, a

(continued)
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unique opportunity within the sate of Massachusetts. The Connecticut Valley temperate forest
riverine environment differs from more eestem parts of the sate which contain extensve coastd
and lake resources. Prehigtoric dtesin this areaoffer an opportunity to sudy Native American
adaptationsin ariverine areanct influenced by the presence of theseresources. This andyss of
human adaptation to ariverine environment can lead to important information in a variety of
specific typical areas. The location of a least one and possibly two naturd fall linesin the
Sawmill River may indicate the potentia for information related to Native fishery activities.

Theselocations were favored Stesfor the exploitation of anadromous fish resources during
different seesons of the year. This analyd's can dso provide important information relating to
seesond agpectsof Native settlement and subsstence modes usad inthe arean The presence of a
known prehistoric Ste on the opposte Ste of Greenfield Road, oppodite the mill complex, dso
indicates severd important ressaerch arees basad on cultural materia recovered on that Ste and
their potential extensgon to the nominated area. Prehistoric materids recovered on the property
may present the opportunity for the sudy of ceramic technology and style, particularly during the
Middle Woodland period. Anaysisin these areas can lead to significant information concerning
Native American socid organization during different periods of prehigory. Stesinthis areacan
aso contribute information on loca/regiona pattems of prehistoric exchange. This andyss may
be facilitated by the location of dtesin the areato the larger Connecticut River valley riverine
sysem which was probably an important north/south communication and exchange corridor
prehistorically. Tributary sreeamsof the Connecticut River including the Sawmill River may
have served as eest/west or laterd corridors within that larger sysem. These networks may have
facilitated the exchange of goods, people and ideaswhich can be indicated in materia goods
auch asceramics, lithics, features, and the intema configuration of Stesin the area

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentid to provide detailed
information documenting the evolution of industry and waterpower inthe town of Montague and
New England from the 18" through the 20" "enturies. Archaeologicd testing around the Alvah
SoneMill and a the Lawrence mill Ste has the potentia to document the full range of
occupation for both mills and when each mill was congtmcted, an unknown factor today.
Anaysis of archaeologicd information aswell asexisting structures can document various
period of constmction for eech mill and possibly which portions, if any, of earlier Sructureswere
rebuilt or reused inlater buildings. These studies can dso determine changesinthe mill
dructures which were mede due to changing or the addition of new functionsat the mills.

(continued)
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Archaeologica research a the mill complex can dso document the evolution of waterpower
sydemsa the mill complex and the waterpower relationships between the two mills.
Archaeological testing in the areaof waterpower-rdated smctures and later detailed andyss of
the layout of these components hes the potentia to determine the construction datesfor thetwo
damsand which portions of earlier damsmay survive within the present sructures. This andlyss
can dso determine modificationsthat may have been made to bedrock or ledge in the dam aress
during their constmction. Archaeologica resources may be present that indicate if a dam & the
lower fallswas congmcted & the same time the dam for the Alvah StoneMill was built. If it can
be determined that a sscond downstream dam did not exist during the early 18" century period,
archaeologica resources, including heedraces, tailraces, and other candsmay exist which
directed water flow between each mill and the river and between the mills. The methods of
constmction and locations for these resources are significant information through which the
evolution and division of waterpower a the mill complex can be studied. Wooded as well as
masonry dam and waterpower cand gmctures are present throughout the mill complex related to
both mill dtes, however, these resources have not been mapped or described in detail. Whed
pits should aso exist for both mill sgmctures. Excavations around the Alvah Stone Mill and
insde the existing whed pit can provide important information on whed technology as well as
the possible location of the ca 1764 whed pit. Similar excavations a the Lawvrence mill Ste can
aso document the location of that mill's whed pit and modifications that were mede as the mill
switched between fiinctionsas agristmill, sawmill, and utility power house. The locations of
outbuildings and occupationd-rdated features may dso survive & eech mill. Anaysisof these
archaeologica survivas can dso produce important information relating to eech mill'sindustrial
functions, technologies employed, products produced, and workers a the mills. At the Alvah
StoneMill, severd outbuildingswere demoalished in the mid 20™ century by mill owner Frank
Martin to reduce taxes as he neared retirement. Archaeologica survivas from these buildings
and others during the 200 yearsearlier may survive on the property. Identification of their
locations and function can be important in reconstmcting the various periods of mill use and
fianction. Outbuildings may havefianctionedas machine shops, grain and lumber storage sheds
& well as generd warehouses. Similar outbuildings and potentia for information may aso exist
with the Lawrence mill; however, due to itslonger fimction as asawmill, outbuilding functions
may be more closdly rdated to that industry. Occupationd-related features (trash aress, privies,
wells) may aso be present with eech mill. Each of theseresources can provide important
information relating to technologies in use a the mills and the products they produced. Analysis
of trash pit contents may contain tools, tool parts, and manufactures products describing tool
technologies and production during the long period of production for eechmill. This information

(continued)
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can be used to trace the evolution of sawmill and grist power technologies over a200-plus year
devdopment of industrial history in New England. Detalled andyssof occupationd-reated
features can d<o provide vauable ingghts into the lives of workers a the mills, including
information on such aress as overal working conditions, sanitation, and the socioeconomic
datus of workers.

(end)
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ALVAH STONEMILL
MONTAGUE, (FRANKLIN COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

MAP# ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE

1 42 Greenfield Road Alvah Stone mill C. 1764-1934 Gresk Revival mill
2 42 Greenfield Road tool crib c. 1934 utilitarian

3 42 Greenfield Road die house c. 1934 utilitarian

4 42 Greenfield Road fire hydrant house c. 1890 utilitarian

5 42 Greenfield Road fire hose house C. 1890 utilitarian

6 42 Greenfield Road dam c. 1830-1934 timber frame
7 42 Greenfield Road raceway (intake) c. 1910 utilitarian

8 42 Greenfield Road penstock c. 1900 utilitarian

9 42 Greenfield Road Francis turbine c. 1900 horizontal

10 42 Greenfield Road Francis turbine c. 1900 horizontal

n 42 Greenfield Road Francis turbine unknown horizontal

12 42 Greenfield Road electrical generator unknown synchronous
13 42 Greenfield Road whed pit c. 1764 utilitarian
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ALVAH STONEMILL

MONTAGUE, (FRANKLIN COUNTY), MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE STYLE
42 Greenfield Road tailrace c. 1934 utilitarian
42 Greenfield Road trash racks c. 1934 utilitarian
42 Greenfield Road heed getes c. 1934 utilitarian
42 Greenfield Road Lawrence mill c. 1760 and 1830 foundations part,
42 Greenfield Road Lawrence mill dam c. 1830 abutments part,
42 Greenfield Road grinding sone c. 184
42 Greenfidd Road grinding sone c. 184
C: Contributing NC: Non-contributing
S Ste O: Object
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

/5 N
Apfftr, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Faces

Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

P.O. Box 37127 MAViI D
Washington,D.C. 20013-7127 e

<A h W or HISCNC AECES

NAIGIAL PRRK SVICE
Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Alvah StoneMill, Greenfield Road, Montague (Franklin County), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and has been Sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified
of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg \
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CC: Dr. Allen Ross, 91 Taylor Hill Road, Montague, MA
Mr. Richard Colton, Chair, Montague Historical Commission
Mr. Leon A. Momaney, Chair, Montague Board of Sdectmen
Ms. Bonnie Parsons, Pioneer Valey Planning Commission

Enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

e 2, 197

Ms. Carol Shull
Nationd Regiser of Historic Haoes
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service JN 91997
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127 NAT. REGSTER Of HISIORIC PLACES

NATIONAL PARK .y WVP "M

Attn: Patrick Andrus

Re Alvah SoneMill, Montague (Franklin Co), MA  (pending nomination)

Dear Ms. Shull:

1 have been notified by the property owner that an incorrect street address wiss lised on a
Nationa Regiser nomination recently submitted to your office. Hease change the Sreet
address for the Alvah SoneMill in Montague (Franklin Co.), MA toread: 440 Greenfield
Roed, not 42 Greenfidld Road.

As of this datewe have not recaived notification thet this property hes been acogpted for
inclusion in the National Regider. The nomination padkage was sant to Washington during
the first wesk of May, and it may not have bean processad for gpprova. 1 would gppreciate
it if thistechnica correction could be mede

Sncerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationd Regiger Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commisson

cc:  Dr. Allen Ross 91 Taylor Hill Road, Montague
Mr. Richard Colton, Char, Montague Historicad Commisson

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website: www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwx-ath
June 26. 1997 M assachusetts Historical Commission

gl
Ms. Carol Shull
Nationa Regiger of Historic Faces
Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service
P. O. Box 37127
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosaed please find additional documentation for the following National Register nomination as
requested inateephone cal to this office yesterday:

Alvah Stone Mill, Greenfield Road, Montague (Franklin Co.), MA

Hesselet me know if | can be of further service.

Philip Bergen
National Regiger Assgant
Massechusetts Historical Commisson

enclosures.  photogragphs of gte (9)
dte map on continuation sheet
as=s0r's mgp of Montague

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Webste www”magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



