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OWNER'S NAME:

St. Peter's Episcopal Church
STREET AND NUMBER:

217 Houston Street
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Ripon Wi .Qf«r»non-n 55
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Peter's Episcopal Church is a small structure in the Carpenter's 
Gothic mode. Originally called Grace Episcopal Church, it was built in 
1860-61 for a newly formed parish at a cost of $2,800. The builder was 
A. Lanning of Ripon. The plan of the church is rectangular and its pro 
portions are rather tall. This tallness is emphasized by the vertical 
board and batten siding, the narrow pointed-arched windows, and the steep 
ly pitched roof which is supported by wooden brackets. The main facade 
features a gabled entrance porch ornamented with simple open-wood screen. 
Above the entrance is a round window filled with stained glass which is 
placed in a truncated wooden tower which originally supported a spire, 
but is now topped by a cross. Grace parish became St. Peter's parish in 
February, 1866. Additions to the church's holdings have included a parish 
school added in 1864 and a rectory built next door (215 Houston Street) in 
1866. rn 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Peter's Episcopal Church is a good example of the picturesque 
Carpenter's Gothic style popularized originally by Downing and Davis 
in the 1840's and 1850's. It is one of the few Carpenter's Gothic 
buildings to have survived in Wisconsin, and it is in excellent con 
dition today.
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McKenna, Maurice, Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin: Past and Present. Vol. 1, 
Chicago: Clark Publishing Do., 1912. p. 393.

Anonymous, History of Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin. Chicago: Western His 
torical Company, 1880. pp. 675-7
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