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The Nathan Bennett House, located in Morgan County, was built in 1850
on Dixie Avenue in Madison, Georgia. Set far back from the road on a
large open lot dotted with trees, the house is a two-storey frame dwelling
with an elaborate Victorian style bracketed porch. Five bays wide and
four bays deep, the house is rectangular in shape with sash windows and
black shutters. The main body of the residence has classical features
in an Italianate mode. Two-storey wooden pilasters flank the facade and
are repeated on the entrance. The entrance pilasters, supporting a thin
cornice, frame the door and include side lights and a transom light.
The door is original‘anafconsists of two large panels above and two
square panels below, with the oridinal hardware.

The roof of the structure is almost flat and incorporates an over-
hang supported by white wooden brackets. These brackets form part of an
entablature that rests upon the two pilasters of the facade. An entabla-
ture caps each of the windows.

The one~storey porch, spanning the width of the house, is an expres-
sion of Victorian fancy. Five arched bays support a flat roof with an
overhang and brackets. Carpenter lacework trim forms the spandrels
created by the arches and gives a lightness and delicacy to the struc-
ture. The porch includes a low railing and six square pillars, each with
two bands of moulding forming a capital.

The interior of the Bennett House incorporates a large central hall
running front to back. A walnut staircase rises-at the right and
includes a cut-out wood filigree design on the outside of each riser.
Floors are original and are of pine.

Two rooms open off of either side of the hallway. Mantels in the
two front rooms are of Italian marble and have a shield in the center.
Both front rooms contain a chair rail. Panels are located under each of
the side windows.

A kitchen was originally located to the rear of the dwelling and was
connected to the house by a breezeway. This kitchen is no longer extant.

The second floor of the home repeats the plan of the first floor.
Floors are of light pine and are original, as are the simple wooden
mantels. A bath has been added at the end of the hallway in the front

art of the house. U,
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INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nathan Bennett House is significant in that it played an
important role in the history of women's rights in Georgia. Events
connected with the structure led to the abolishment of the Georgia law
that stated that females could not own property in their own name.

The Bennett House was built in 1850 by Milton B. Davis. Davis
lived there only three years and subsequently sold the property to
John Cardwell. Cardwell left the home to his daughter, Amanda, who
was married to Junius P. Smith. It was Smith who, in 1863, lost the
house in a poker game to James Mann. According to the laws of Geogia,
Smith was his wife's agent and could legally administer to the building
as he pleased. Mann took possession of the house, but because the
structure actually belonged to Mrs. Smith, a controversy ensued, and
eventually the laws concerning land ownership were changed in 1869.
Under the new law, women could own property in their own name, although
this law appeared too late to affect Mrs. Smith.

The house over which the controversy arose is a fine Victorian
style structure with delicate cut-out wood embellishments. It in-
corporates classical details with a Victorian porch and has been
maintained virtually intact since its construction. The architectural
merit of the house, combined with its special role in the history of
women's rights, qualifies the Nathan Bennett House for recognition
and preservation.
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