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Built in the early 1890's, the 0l1d Orlando Railroad Depot
is a fine example of late nineteenth century railroad archi-
tecture in Florida. The depot is a complex of three structures
(Office and Baggage Building, Passenger Station, and Warehouse)
connected by a single covered loading platform, located on
both the east and west sides and between the buildings. The
buildings are constructed of load bearing, pressed brick with
wood frame roofing.

The north facade of the Office and Baggage Building, being
the northernmost wall of the depot complex, is characterized
by a three bay composition. Noteworthy among the architectural
features on this facade are a three-story circular tower with
an open porch at the third level, round wooden colonettes,
dentilled cornice and a conical roof with :chimney. The hipped
roof covering the Baggage Building terminates at the second
floor making the tower the focal point of the structure. Off-
setting it to some degree is a small balcony which cuts diagonal
through the corner with the corner supported by a single wooden
colonette, which paired with sash windows and a single entry,
with rectangular sidelights, forms the central bay of-: this
facade. (Originally the entry was through double doors with a
transom.) There is a bold departure in scale in the east bay
of this facade where the height of the whole drops to the level
of the canopy.

East and west elevations are slightly obscured by the
covered platform which runs the full length of both sides.
There are, however, some interesting stYlisti¢ details to be
noted above the level of the canopy, i.e., a semi-circular
balcony with semi-conical bonnet on the west, paired gabled
dormers on the east and one gabled dormer on the west, and
brick chimney on the east. (Paired eyebrow dormers were origi-
nally on the east and west sides of the roof and single ones
on the north and south. The first floor windows are significant
in that they were double-hung sash with transoms. These were
replaced after 1921 with the present double-hung sash windows.)

The Passenger Station is the central element of the complex
The distinguishing feature of the west facade is a semi-circular
bay which has a semi-conical bonnet and five eyebrow windows
above a dentilled cornice. This bay is flanked by single doors.
The gable roof is crowned by an onion shaped cupola which is the
main feature of this structure. Keyed into this cupola and
projecting east is a gable dormer with lunette. (Originally,
the roof was pierced by paired eyebrow dormers which were re-
moved after 1921.) :

The north elevation is blocked from view by the Baggage
Building, but it has several distinguishing features: a hipped
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roof with a semi-conical dormer containing three eyebrow windows
above a dentilled moulding, and two eyebrow windows below the
eave line.

The final structure in the complex is a small warehouse at
the southern end. This is rectangular in plan with a shed
extension to the south and a hipped roof. (Originally, this
roof contained four eyebrow dormers, one on each slope.)

It is bounded on the west by the Seaboard Coastline tracks and
on the east by Depot Place. The north facade faces directly
onto West Church Street and the southern end is bounded by
warehouses.

This structure has many of the elements common to the
Shingle Style of the late nineteenth century, i.e., the conical
roof tower, semi-circular bay, original dormers, and cupola.
The building gives a feeling that careful thought and planning
went into this design. This structure remains unique among the
other railroad depots constructed in Florida during the period.

The depot is located in a warehouse and commercial districti
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 0ld Orlando Railroad Depot was the third railroad
station constructed in Orlando in the decade from 1880 to
1890. It was the construction of the South Florida Railroad
that first opened the Orlando area to large scale development
as Orlando's population jumped from about 200 persons in 1880
to 3,000 persons in 1890. The depot was built from 1889 to
1890 by Henry B. Plant, railroad and hotel magnate. It was
completed by T. B. Cotter, a contractor from Sanford, Florida
at a cost of around $18,000.

The group of buildings is a unique example of late
Victorian railroad architecture in Florida. Its design
resembles the Shingle Style of the late nineteenth century,
a style not common in Florida. The character of the design
has been preserved with the exception of the loss of the
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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