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Constructed in 1850, the Melvin Halsted House in Lowell, Indiana, is a simple

two story rectangular mass five bays long with solid end walls; a one story lean-
to is attached to a rear (northwest) corner. The house is aligned with its major
axis parallel to the street; the main (south) elevation consists of five bays of
regular fenestration grouped around a central doorway. The rear (north) elevation
has four windows whose regular spacing corresponds to the bays of the main facade.
The lean-to on the rear may be of nineteenth century origin but has modern windows.
Modern openings have also been added to both gable walls.

The house is constructed of soft mud brick laid in common bond on a fieldstone foun-
dation. The gabled roof is slightly bellcast with exposed rafters beneath plain
projecting eaves on all sides; the walls of the north and south elevations are topped
with dentil corbelling. The roofline is punctuated by an original chimney built into the
east wall just below the ridge on the south rake; on the center of the north ele-
vation, a brick stack added adjacent to the wall punches through the eave. The

original wood shingle roof has recently been covered with asphalt shingles.

The simplicity of the house is relieved only by the pattern of the fenestration.
Openings are tall and narrow with thin stone lintels and sills. The present sash
are one-over-one double hung units which replaced the original two-over-four Tight
windows about 1950. The main entrance is a single glazed leaf and may be original
as is the brick stoop which is now encased almost completely in concrete.

Both levels of the interior of the house consist of one room on either side of a central
stairhall. The original oper sta'ir with its panelled base is intact, though the

second floor hall now houses a bathroom on the landing. Original features also

include the hand-hewn baseboards throughout the house and the use of a three-inch
hardwood band around the edge of the soft flooring on the second floor. In the east
room of the first floor, the mantle of the fireplace has been replaced by brick veneer.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Halsted House is an important link with the establishment of Lowell, Indiana. The
residence was built by Melvin A. Halsted in 1850.

Born in 1821, Halsted came from a well-to-do family in New York. In 1837 he moved to
Dayton, Ohie, married, and moved to a farm in Lake County, Indiana in 1845. 1In 1848
the Halsteds settled on land which later became the Town of Lowell. :

In 1848, Halsted in partnership with 0. E. Haskins purchased a site for a saw mill
which they opened in 1849. Halsted and his workmen lived in cabins around the mill.
At this time he found a deposit of lake and boulder clay which was excellent for brick
making. He fired 400,000 bricks which he used in constructing his house in 1850. The
discovery of clay deposits led to the development of the brick industry in Lake and
Porter Counties. Halsted's activity inspired similar finds and brick making in a
number of other towns in the region.

Soon after completing his brick house, Halsted left to join in the California Gold Rush.
His efforts were productive, and he made a number of trips to California. With his new
found capital, he erected a flour mill in 1852. The next year he platted the Town of
Lowell. Giving away lots to attract mill workers and mechanics, he named the
settlement after Lowell, Massachusetts, which had become famous as an ideal mill
community. Halsted may have hoped that the mills of Lowell, Indiana, would be as
successful as those of Lowell, Massachusetts.

Halsted worked to develop his town into a major Lake County community. The son of a
Baptist minister, he funded the construction of the Lowell Baptist Church in 1856. He
also built a school in 1862. After securing a daily mail coach run to Lowell, he
worked to bring the railroad and succeeded in 1880 when the Monon Line ran through the
town. For a short while Lowell was the largest settlement in Lake County.

Throughout the nineteenth century, Halsted sold, reacquired, and sold again his flouring
and woolen mills. In 1905 he left his house and went to Kansas where a son lived.

. He died in 1915 at age 93. After Halsted's ownership, the house passed through a number
of hands. The community is considering acquiring the structure for a number of possible
adaptive uses.

One of the oldest structures in Lake County, the Halsted House may be the oldest brick
house in the county. The house's federal style makes it unusual in a county whose
architectural heritage dates largely from the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. However, the Halsted House ig mosf significant for its historical associations

with the founder of Lowell, Indiana.
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