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DNAME 
HISTORIC _;t.t' 
Pearson-Robinson House 

AND/ OR COMMON 

"The Governors' House" 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

1900 Marshall B 
CITY. TOWN ~tl 
Little Rock \)~ 

STATE 

Arkansas 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

*"BUILDING(S) X..PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_VICINITY OF 

CODE 

05 

STATUS 

XoccuPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X..YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DowNER oF PROPERTY 
NAME 
Nelle E. Springer Hume Estate & John R. Hume, V 

STREET & NUMBER 

1900 Marshall 
CITY. TOWN 

Little Rock _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Pulaski County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Markham Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Little Rock 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . 
TITLE 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Second 
COUNTY CODE 
Pulaski 119 '----

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

-EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

STATE 

Arkansas 

STATE 

Arkansas 

--MUSEUM 

_PARK 

KPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

- RELIGIOUS 

_ SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER : 

Fleming & Bradford Addition to the City of Little Rock 
DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 
Pulaski County Courthouse 

Little Rock 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY XLQCAL 

STATE 
Arkansas 



B DESCRIPTION. 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

X FAIR 

CONDITION 

XDETER IORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pearson-Robinson-Miller-Hume House is a two and one-half story red-brick 
structure built in 1900. The plan is rectangular. On the east (front) facade 
horizontal elements, the front porch, wide eves, and a wide eved dormer break up 
the otherwise rectan2?lar mass of the building. 

The roof is hipped. The eves of the first story are bracketed. The main 
entrance (off the porch) has a transom and side lights, which are separated from the 
door by decorative pilasters. A six part set of windows incorporates two ionic 
capitaled pilasters. The second level has three bays with the smaller being centered 
between two horizontally massed twelve -over· one windows. 

Wood work within the house is original. There are two fireplace mantels with 
Corinthian columns. A flat arch supported on each side by a pilaster and a column 
joins the first and second parlors. Pocket doors separate the second parlor from 
the dining room. A stair with a single landing and turned balustrade leads to the 
second floor. All wood work,including flooring, is oak. 

The house is slightly altered. A kitchen porch was added in the 1930's and a 
small, flat dormer was added on the south and one on the north. 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -----ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -----ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _ LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -----AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

_1 600- 1699 XARCHITECTU RE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 

_ 1800-1899 

..X1900-

-----ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1900 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/ GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

--~· 

_THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Raleigh Pearson 

I 
r' 

The Pearson-Robinson House is a two and one-half story brick structure significant 
in its architecture and in association with politics and government. The major area 
of significance is its association with Senator Joseph T. Robinson. 

The Pearson-Robinson House, located in historic downtown Little Rock, was con­
structed in 1900 by Raleigh Pearson. In 1903 the house was purchased by Joseph Taylor 
Robinson. 

Joe T. Robinson was born near Lonoke, Arkansas in August, 1872. He graduated from 
the University of Arkansas in 1894. In 1895 Robinson received a law degree from the 
University of Virginia Law School. Also in 1895, Robinson was elected to the Arkansas 
Legislature from Lonoke County. 

From 1903 to 1913, Robinson represented the Sixth Arkansas District in the United 
States House of Representatives. In 1912 he was the twenty-third governor of Arkansas. 
Shortly after the gubenatorial inauguration on January 16, 1913, United States Senator 
Jeff Davis died and the Arkansas General Assembly elected Robinson to fill the vacancy 
caused by Davis' death. 

Joseph T. Robinson became an influential man on the national level. He served as 
Senator from 1913 to his death in July, 1937. From 1922 to 1933 he served as the 
Democratic minority leader and from 1933 to 1937, he held the position of Democratic 
majority leader. In addition, he was the Democratic party's Vice-Presidential candidate 
in 1928 on the ticket with presidential candidate Alfred E. Smith. Robinson is the 
only Arkansan to run for the Vice Presidency. 

In addition to housing Robinson, four other Arkansas governors have resided in the 
house. They are as follows: Governor George W. Hays, 1913-1916, Charles H. Brough, 
1917-1920, Thomas C. McRae, 1921-1924, John J. Terral, 1925-1926. 

Grady Miller, Senator Robinson's brother-in-law, occupied the house from 1927 until 
the present owners purchased it in 1944. 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ] ess than one acre 
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Alr_Qj Is 16 ,4 I & 4t d 
ZONE EASTING 

cl.tJ I I 1 I 1 t I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

B~~~~~ 
ZONE EASTING 

Dl.t_j I I 1 l 
I I I I I 
NORTHING 

I I I I I I 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY 

STATE CODE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

John R. Hume, V, Owner; Frezil Miller, Architectural Historian; 
ORGANIZATION - Edited by: Arkansas Historic DATE 

Sandra Taylor, Historian - Preservation Program 
STREET & NUMBER 

Suite 500, Continental Bldg, Main at Markham 
CITY OR TOWN 

12-13-77 
TELEPHONE 

501-371-2763 
STATE 

CODE 

CODE 

Little Rock Arkansas 72201 

I&STA TE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE \,../ LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Se,!..ll.ll-""" 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE 

GPO 89 2· 453 
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DNAME 
HISTORIC 

Pearson-Robinson House 
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The Governor's House 

II LOCATION 
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Little Rock 
_VICINITY OF 

II MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

United States Geological Survey 
SCALE 

1:24000 
DATE 

1961 
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2 . NORTH ARROW 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION PROGR& ll 

Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and ria~. m , 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: 601, 371-276i..l',.. November 4, 1977 

Mr. John R. Hume, Executor 
Nelle E. Springer Hume Estate 
1900 Mars.hall 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72206 

Dear Mr. Hume: 

2~ lltW: 'VED 
- I 

~' 
Re: Pearso 

Little 
House 

T'ne staff of th2 Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a Na·tional 
R2c::i.stsr nomination for the above captioned property \vhich -v;ill be presented 
to the Arkansas State Review Comrni ttee at their December · r:iee·;:.:.i~S, If app:c::-v2d 
the nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Hashington 
for ·final consideration. 

'lhe National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings, 
objE:cts and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation. 
Entry in the National Register is an honor which places on obligation on a pri vat.e 
owner. It does, however, provide protection through cornment by the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed 
projects that might affect a National Register property. 

Oi! October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Sect.ion 2124 
refers ·to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an 
information sheet on that tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomina.tion 
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign 
and return t.he o::::-lginal to our office. The copy is for your files. We would 
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of 
this property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days your approval \vill 
be ass un~~d. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
ll.rkansa.s Histori.c Preservatioa Program 

I approve of the nomination of the above property 
to the National Register of Hi s toric Places. 

Cormnents: 

Yes 

Datr? Y2------------
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL a CULTURAL HERITAGE 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL l{EGISTER 

STATE ARKANSAS 

Date Entered JUL 2 4 1978 ---
N.'lme Location 

Pearson-Robinson House Little Rock 
Pulaski County 

Honorable Dale Bumpers 
Also Notified 

Honorable Kaneaster Hodges, Jr. 
Honorable James G. Tucker, Jr. 

~Byers/bjr 7/27/78 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Ms. Anne Bartley 
Acting Director, Arkansas Historic 

Preservation Program 
Suite SOO, Continental Building 
Markham and Main Streets 
Little Bock, Arkanaaa 72201 

L 
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