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1. Namft nf Prnpftrty

historic name Jack's Diner

other names/site number Main Street Diner (preferred) (Diners of Massachusetts MPS)

2. Location

street & number 901 Main Street , hot for publication
city or town Woburn vicinity

state Massachusetts .code_MA_ county Middlesex code 017 zip code Q18Q1

3 StatP/Fpripral A*Pnry Cprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Domination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
BlI'meets « doesi not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally M'"tatewide y'focally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

n Signature of certifying officialn'it’*Oudith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4- Natinnal Park Servirp Cerfifinatinn
her\JSy certify that this property is: Slgnat”ra®)f the Keeper / / Date of Action
entered In the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Main Street Diner (preferred)
Name of Property

5. Classifir.atinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts

fi. Fiinr.tinn or USP
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCFrrRADF/restaurant

7 npsrriptinn
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Stainless Steel Diner

Narrative Description

Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

_J Q

.building

sites

. Structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMFRCF/TRANF/restaiirant

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls stainless steel
porcelain enamel

roof. asphalt shingle

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Main Street Diner (preferred)
Name of Property

B- StatPment nf Signifirancp

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

X G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the propertv on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical Rpfprpnr.ps

Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Architecture
Commerce

Period of Significance

1352

Significant Dates

WA

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

NA
Cultural Affiliation
WA

Architect/Builder

Worcester Lunch Car Company

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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7. Description

The only diner in Wobum, Main Street Diner, 901 Main Street (1952) is very important architecturally in Massachusetts
& one of the first diners built by the Worcester Lunch Car Compeany with a sainless sed exterior. Custom-built in 1952
for this Ste as Worcester diner #3834, Main Street Diner is quite small given its period of construction and its segting
capacity of gpproximately thirty to thirty-six people. The diner is dso distinctive for combining a dainless sed exterior
with largely wood finishes on the interior.

Main Streat Diner is located a the southern end of the amall busnessdistrict & North Wobum, on State Route 38 (Main
Street), which is a secondary artery through savera suburban towns northwest of Boston.  Surrounding development is a
mix of commerciad and residential uses The diner is Stuated & the Sdewak and patrons park their carson the Sreet.
While placed very daseto the adjacent one-gory brick-clad storefront block (early 20 century), the diner is not atached
to the block and occupies a sgparate building lot.

The diner hes stainless sted cladding that incorporates horizontal bandsin roya blue porcelain enamd. Five bays wide
and four baysdegp with a projecting entry vestibule, the diner has a high concrete foundation and a low-pitched rounded
hip roof clad in agphdt shingles. The projecting entry vestibule, centered on the facade, is a character-defining feature of
danlessged dinersof the 1950s The vegtibule here is square, one bay by one bay, with a sted and glassdoor on the
south Sdeonly. There is a secondary entry on the north devation of the diner that is unused and doesnot have exterior
dairs. Both entriesretain original sted and glassdoors. Over the interior door in the entry vestibule is the
manufacturer's tag, which reeds WORCESTER DINERS, WORCESTER, MASS #3834. Windows in the diner are dainless
ded with plate glass, someretain painted transoms. Ornamentd details executed in the exterior sted include fluted
pilagters between windows, and a diamond quilted design in the frieze. The diner has a concrete block rear kitchen
addition (ca 1952), one bay deep, with sted sseh and an exterior brick chimney on the eadt (rear) elevation. This
addition is unobtrusive and doesnot compromisethe integrity of the 1952 diner. Signege for the diner condstsof a non-
illuminated, roof-mounted board sign.

Onthe interior. Main Street Diner features an L-shaped counter placed right of center with an off-center staff entrance.
The countertop is replacement plastic laminate. The twelve steel counter stools have seat backs and are replacements;
holes and markings on the tile floor reveal where the location of stools has been modified. Booths along the west (front)
wall were recently replaced with two parallel rows of two-seat tables. The diner retainsits original interior color scheme
of light blue, cream, and black tiles, with stainless steel accents. A similar color scheme is seen in another Boston-area,
Worcester-built diner constructed about the same time, Wilson's Diner, 507 Main Street, Waltham (1949, NRTND 1999).
Other intact interior finishes at Main Street Diner include the counter apron and footrest, both tiled; a steel back bar with
sunburst motif at the center flanked by wood built-in shelves; andtile walls below the windows and with wood paneling
above. Entriesare trimmed inwood on the interior and there isa large, wood-framed mirror built into the windowless
wall at the south end of the interior. Centered over the kitchen entranceis a steel-rimmed clock that reads WORCESTER
DINERS.

(continued)
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Archapnlngical Desc-ripfinn

While no prehigtoric stesare recorded on the nominated property, it is possble that dtesare present. Three dtes are
recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmental characteristics of the property aso represent favorable
locationd ctiteria(soil drainage, dope, diganceto wetlands) for many types of prehistoric dtes. The property is Stuated
on awdl-drained level to moderately doping land surface within 1000 feet of Hall's Brook and other unidentified
wetlands. The areais part of the Ipswich River drainage. Ingenerd, however, the potential for locating significant
prehistoric resources on the property islow. Ingtallation of aprevious diner on the property by 1937 or earlier,
congtruction of the present diner by 1952 and ingtallation of utilities on the small, less than one acre parcd have probably
impacted any prehistoric resourcesthat might exist on the property. There isa<0 alow potentia for locating significant
historical archaeologica resources on the property. No historic resources have been identified on the property predating
Shipper's Diner definitely by 1937, possibly as early as 1927. Confusion gppears to exist about when Shipper's Diner
was removed and exactly when the Main Street Diner was ingtaled leading some sourcesto date the construction of the
Diner to 1927. Additional historical research, structura anayss of the diner and possibly archaeologica research might
help clarify the extent to which the Main Diner replaced an earlier structure on the property. Structura remains froman
earlier 20" century diner and its utilities would generaly have limited research potential. However, the presence of
earlier structura remains from adiner on the property may clarify the congtruction datefor the Diner.

(end)

8. Statement of Significance

Main Street Diner, Woburn (1952), originally known es Jack's Diner and later as Stellals Diner, is significant es one of
the first diners with a gtainless ged exterior produced by the Worcester Lunch Car Company of Worceder,
Massechusatts  The diner illugtrates the company's efforts after World Wear |1 to update its diner line, which previoudy
hed conssted largely of the traditional New England barrel-roof form with porcelain enamd pandson the exterior.
Locdly, the diner isthe only building of its type in Woburn and represents a history of diner use on the dte that dates
back over sixty years. For thesereasons Main Street Diner is of exceptiona significance a the state and locd levels.
Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association. Main Street Diner medts
Criteria A and C and CriteriaCondderation G of the National Regider.

Main Street Diner isthe sscond diner to occupy the presant site. Asearly as 1937, Shipper's Diner, aso built by
Worcester Lunch Car Company, operated a 901 Main Street. [Woburn directories; Cultrera] The Wobum directory of

(continued)
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that year liststhe proprietor of Shipper's Diner as DanaM. Hoye, who had worked previoudy as the counterman a a
resaurant located a 902 [sic] Main Street and operated by Richard Cantillon. Little information has been located about
Hoye, who resded a 960 (rear) Main Strest. The Woburn Daily Times recorded Hoye's marriage to Mary Cox in 1934.
[Wobum Daily Timesindex cards] Shipper's Diner was one of forty-one resaurants and other eating esdablishmentsin
Wobum in 1937, and the only one described as adiner in the city'sbusness directory. [1937 directory]

Records of the Worcester Lunch Car Company note that the current custom-built diner, then named Jack’s Diner, was
ddivered to North Woburn on May 22, 1952. [Worcester Lunch Car Company index cards] The records do not,
however, note the name of the proprietor of Jack's Diner. Woburn directories from 1952 through 1970 list Jack's Diner
but do not name the proprietor of the diner in thoselistings. 1t gopearslikely that the owner of Jack’s Diner, seeking to
upgrade his facility as was common among diner proprietors, contracted with the Worcester company to build the new
diner tofitthe dte at 901 Main Strest. The sdlection of againless ged modd, as opposad to the traditional barrel-roofed
Worcester-built lunch car, sgnded adedre for adiner with a more modern gppearance, in keeping with trends in diner
design following World War 1.

Main Stregt Diner isknown to have an important role in the evolution of diner design in Massachusetts  The diner
represents an effort by Worcester Lunch Car Company to update the gppesrance of its diners by adding gainless ded to
the porcelain enamd on the exteriors. Thetraditional barrel-roofed diner form for which the Worcester company was
best known encountered stiff competition from the manufacturers of dainless sed diners, who offered much larger
diners, built and trangported in sections, as well as newer formsand finishes. According to diner historian Richard
Gutman, potential buyers of Worcester diners had been complaining for yearsthat the company wasn't building anything
up-to-date [Gutman, 151] Inregponse, in 1952 Worcester began manufacturing its own interpretation of the dainless
ded diner. Main Strest Diner, Worcester diner #3834, is one of the earliest examples, combining an updated exterior with
the smdl-scale, wood-and-tileinterior that had long characterized a Worcester diner. The refusal of Philip Duprey,
owner of Worcester Lunch Car Company from 1906 through the 1950s to invest any money in the company to retool for
building sainless ged diners, cogt the company cusomers. [Gutman, 161] Worcester Lunch Car Company sold four
dinersin 1955 and itslast diner in 1957. The company went out of busnessin 1961.

At lesst three other Worcester diners from 1952 or later have been identified in Massachusetts  the Rnstnnian Restaurartt,
116 Camhridge Street, Boston (1955, completely remodeled); Henry's Diner, 247 Western Avenue, Allstni/Rnstnn

(1953, interior remodded); and Wehhie's Lynn Diner, 38 Bennett Street, | ynn (1952) Of these, Main Stiret Diner is the
only dainless ged example.

In 1975, Main Street Diner, by then known as Stella's, was the subject of awatercolor painting by artist John Baeder (b.
1938 in South Bend, Indiana). The large neon sanding sign depicted just infront of the diner in the painting was
removed about 1990. Baeder was raised in Atlanta and studied art & Auburn University in Auburn, Alabama. During his
early career a5 art director of aNew Y ork-based advertising agency, Basder began collecting vintage postcards,

(continued)
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eventudly focusing his collection on roadsde views of smdl-town America, including ges dations, motels, redaurants,
and diners. Baeder's early paintings were basad on these postcard images In 1972, after quitting hisjob in advertisng,
Baeder hed hisfirst art show a the O. K. Harris Gallery in Soho (New York City). By the time of his sscond how in
1974, Baeder was painting diners dmost exclusively, partly due to a shift in his collecting activities from podcardsto the
color and black-and-white photographs he took of diners. Hewas labded a photoredist painter, though he condders
himself arepresentationa  landscape painter, representing an image of the landscgpethat impresseshim. [Diners, 103 In
addition to Main Street Diner, Baeder'sworks include severd other diners in Massachuseits, among them Ted's Diner
(1974, watercolor) inMilford; Casey's (1974, watercolor) in Natick; the former ~//ce inthe Hat(\914, watercolor) in
Worcedter; Sisson's (1975, watercolor) in Middleborough; Viv's (later Judy's Diner, 1976, pencil); and Day and Night
(1977, watercolor) in PAmer. The large number of hisdiner paintings led to the publication of his book. Diners (1978,
revised and updated 1995). Other books by Baeder include Gas Food, and Lodging: A Postcard Odyssey through the
Great American Roadsde (1982) and Sign Language: Street Signsas Folk Art (\996). He resdesin Nashville,
Tennes=e

(end)
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Main Street Diner (preferred) Middlesex County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. fiftographinal Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 322460 4708300

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11- Form Preparfiri Ry

nameftitle_ Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date October 2000
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone (fil7” 727-8470
city ortown Boston state Massachusetts .Zip code 02125

Additional DoKumftntafinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items (Checl with the SHPO or FPO forany additional Items)

Property Ownor
(Complete this Item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Owen Ahdalian and Ranu Ahmed
street & number. 901 C Main Street .telephone  781-935-5682
city or town Woburn state MA. .Zip code. 01801

Northing

Northing

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

IVlanagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900
10240018
(Rev. 1090)
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the City of Wobum's assessors map.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire parcd that has been historically associated with the diner.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary' of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 6, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic FHaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosed please fmd the following nomination form:

Main Street Diner, 901 Main Street, Woburn (Middlesex), MA
THE DINERS OF MASSACHUSETTSMPS

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Slate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Owen Ahdalian, Main Street Diner
Kathleen Kelly Broomer, Preservation Consultant
Thomas Smith, Wobum Historical Commission
Mayor Robert Dever, City of Woburn
Wobum Planning Department

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) "27-8470
' Fax: (617) 727-5128 <TTY:(617) 878-3889
u'ww.state.ma.ttsAsecAnvjc



