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NATI ONAL. REQ STER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

Ore of Somerville's earliest rowhouses, 55 Adams Street is a fine example of
the Second Empire style. The building retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation and fulfills Criterion C of
the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECICRAL SGNIFICMICE Describe in*wrtant ar chitectur al features and evaluate in tams of
other buildings within the comnunity.

. 55 Adams Street is one of the finest brick rows of Winter Hill. This
four-story (with above grade basement level) five-unit row is distinguished by
five full-height polygonal bays, broken-pedimented dormers, a
scallop-patterned, straight-sided mansard roof and brownstone lintels and
sills.

HISTCRICAL SanPICANCE Explain the role owne's played in local or state history and hev the
building relates to the devdt"ment of the connunity.

The Downer rowhouses were built (ca. 1880) at a time when the top of Winter
Hill wasa fashionable residential enclave. Lots were large, and many of the
residences were architecturally distinguished. 55 Adams Street is one of
Somerville's earliest rowhouses, designed for prosperous middle class
residents. Most, such as this one, were built on speculation by Cutler Downer
and areal estate developer. Downer also built anadjoining brick row behind
55 Adams Street, fronting Central STreet (#122).
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