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55 Adams Street 

Historic Name Downer rowhouses 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
v^ite) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 
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ketch Map: Draw map showing jaroperty's location 
n relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
eographical features. Indicate all buildings 
etween inventoried property and nearest 
ntersection(s). ,̂  
ndicate north 

Use: Present multifamily housino 

Original 5-unit row house 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1380 

Source 

Style 

map research 

Second Empire 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Vfall Fabric brick  

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See At tached Assessor 's Map Condition good 

Z E N 
nW REFERENCE 19 - 327/120 - 4695/510 

BGS QOADRANGLE Boston N ^ r t h . M^^^-

1;25.000 

Moved no Date n /a 

Acreage 

Setting 

less than one acre 

55 Adams Street i s locatpd in ,Tn 
area tv/o-family and of multifamil. 

d w e l l i n g s w i t h RfiVRr^l l ^ rgp l a t P - I Q t h 
cen tury dwe l l ings a t the bottom o f 
Adâ ffi? Stfggt near Medford. Eroâ dMai, 
a major east-west route passes w i t h i n a 
binnk n f thp DnwnPir rnwhrmRPF!. 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg. Preservation 
PIanner 

Organization Hass. Historical Commission 

Date May 1936 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRJTERJA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

One of Somerville's earl iest rowhouses, 55 Adams Street is a f ine example of 
the Second Empire style. The building retains integr i ty of location, design, 
materials, workmanship, feel ing, and association and f u l f i l l s Criterion C of 
the National Register of Historic Places on the local level. 

ARCHITECICRAL SIGNIFICMICE Describe in^wrtant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

. 55 Adams Street is one of the finest brick rows of Winter H i l l . This 
four-story (with above grade basement level) f ive-uni t row is distinguished by 
f ive fu l l -height polygonal bays, broken-pedimented dormers, a 
scallop-patterned, straight-sided mansard roof and brownstone l in te ls and 
s i l l s . 

HISTCRICAL SianPICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the develt̂ ment of the connunity. 

The Downer rowhouses were bu i l t (ca. 1880) at a time when the top of Winter 
H i l l was a fashionable residential enclave. Lots were large, and many of the 
residences were architectural ly distinguished. 55 Adams Street is one of 
Somerville's earl iest rowhouses, designed for prosperous middle class 
residents. Most, such as this one, were bu i l t on speculation by Cutler Downer 
and a real estate developer. Downer also bu i l t an adjoining brick row behind 
55 Adams Street, fronting Central STreet (#122). 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
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Please refer to the map in the 
Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


