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I. Name of Property 

historic name Arkansas Ordnance Plant Guard House 

other names/s ite number PU2872 

2. Location 

street & number 100 Veteran' s Circ le 

city or town Jacksonville 

D not for publication 

D vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Pulaski code 11 9 zip code 

3. State/Federal Agency Ce•·tification 

As the designated authority under the Nationa l Historic Preservation Act, as amended. I hereby certify that this 1:8] nomination 0 
request for determination of elig ibil ity meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register o f Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 1:8] meets 0 
does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that thi s property be considered signiticant 
0 nationall y 0 state\ ·de 1:8] loca ll y. (See continuation sheet for additional com mer .) 

cg 
Signature of certifying ofti c ial/Title 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Proaram 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Regi ster criteria. (0 See Continuation sheet for additional 
comments .) 

Signature of certifying ot11cial/Title 

certi fy that the property is: 
entered in the National Reg ister. 

0 See continuation sheet 

0 determined eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 See continuat ion sheet 

0 determined not e li g ible for the 
Na ti onal Reg ister. 

0 removed from the National 
Register. 

0 other, (exp lain :) 

Date 

72076 

Date o f Acti on 



Arkansas Ordnance Pl ant Guard House 
Name o f Property 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as app ly) 

[;8] private 

D public-local 

D public-State 

D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check onl y one box) 

[;8] building(s) 

D district 

D site 

D structure 

D object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property li sting.) 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DEFENSE/military facility 

7. Oescri tion 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER/P lain Traditional 

Narrative Description 

Pulaski County, Arkansas 
Count y and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously li sted resources in count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

I 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

buildings 

s ites 

tructures 

objects 

Total 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

N/A 

C urrent Functions 
(En ter catego ri es from instructi o ns) 

WORK IN PROGRESS 

Ma terials 
(Enter categories lrorn instructions) 

fo undation CONCRETE and METAL 

wa ll s ASBESTOS 

roof ASBESTOS 

other 

(Describe the hi storic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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SUMMARY 

Pulaski County, Arkansas 
County and State 

The Guard House was completed in 1941 as part of security measures for the Arkansas Ordnance Plant 
(AOP). At the close of World War II in about 1946, many of the buildings from the AOP that could be 
moved were sold and removed to other locations. This Guard House was moved to 1112 McArthur Street, 
Jacksonville, Arkansas, where it remained w1til May 30, 2006, when it was moved to the site of the 
Jacksonville Museum of Military History at 100 Veteran' s Circle, Jacksonville, Pulaski County, Arkansas . 
The Guard House has been placed on a concrete slab next to the museum and will be part of the exterior 
displays ofthe museum. The 9' x 9'x 12 ' Guard House has not been altered and is at present in poor 
condition. The Guard House bears witness to the utilitarian purpose for which it was designed by the use of 
two 2 'x 4 'windows on each side of the building. 

ELABORATION 

The AOP Guard House was designed by Ford, Bacon and Davis Inc. who had the contract to design, 
construct and operate the Arkansas Ordnance Plant, a World War II fuse and detonator plant located in 
Jacksonville, Arkansas. The guard house is square in proportion and measures 9'x 9' x 12 '. The foundation 
consists of two metal skids, used to move the Guard House from location to location, as need dictated. 
Currently, the building has been placed on a concrete block foundation , with the metal skids still in place, 
and the skids and concrete block piers rest on top of a concrete slab. The exterior wall s are sheathed in 1 'x 2' 
asbestos shingles. The roof is covered in diamond-shaped as bestos shingles. The use of eight 2 ' x 4 ' 
windows, all of which are double-hung, wood-framed , two-over-two, gave a panoramic view to anyo ne from 
inside the building. 

East Elevation/Front 

The Guard House faces east, and has a door centered on tllis elevation. Flanking the door on either side are 
wood-frame, double-hung, two-over-two windows. 

North Elevation/Side 

Two wood frame , double-hung, two-over-two windows fenestrate this el evation, with one window located on 
the northeast corner and one on the northwest corner. A 1 'x 3' hole is located on the lower right corner of 
the elevation to accommodate a kerosene heater. The heater is no longer present. 

West Elevation/Back 

This elevation is similar to the north elevation, with its wood-frame, double-hung, two-over-two windows 
fenestrating the elevation. One of the windows is located at the northeast corner and the other is located at 
the southeast corner. Thi s elevation is free of any other openings or detail. 
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South Elevation/Side 

Pulaski County, Arkansas 
County and State 

The composition of the south elevation mimics the previous elevation with its two wood-frame, double-hung, 
two-over-two windows, one of which is located at the southeast corner, and the other at the southwest corner. 
No other detail or ornamentation is fo und on this elevation. 

INTEGRITY 

The Guard House possesses integrity as an example of simplistic utilitarian design to serve the purpose of 
protection and security for a war time fac ility. The AOP Guard House is the only lmown extant guard house 
out of60 guard houses built for the AOP . The guard house is an example ofwar time construction and has 
not been altered. At the time of construction these buildings had an estimated funct ional life of only five 
years. This Guard House has been used for storage and now will be an example of wart ime security and 
construction for patrons of the Jacksonville Military History Museum. Although the property has been 
recently moved to 100 Veteran ' s Circle, it now sits on the site of the former AOP 's administrative 
headquarters, where it is believed the Guard House was originally located. Between the time the building 
was deactivated and used as a storage shed until its recent relocation, the Guard House was located nem the 
site of one of the former AOP employee entrances. 
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8. Statement of Sionificance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes to r the cri teria qualifying the property 

lor National Register listi ng.) 

[gJ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a s ignificant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

0 B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

s ignifi cant in our past. 

[gJ C Property embodies the di stinct ive characteri stics 

of a type, peri od, or meth od of constructi on or 
represents the work of a mas ter, or possesses 
hi gh arti stic values, or represents a s ignificant and 
distingui shable entity whose components lack 
individual di stinction. 

0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(M ark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
0 A owned by a re li g ious insti tut ion or used fo r 

re i igious purposes. 

[gJ B. removed from its ori g inal locati on. 

0 C. birthplace or grave of a historical fi gure of outstanding 
importance. 

0 D a cemetery. 

0 E a reconstructed building, obj ect, or structure. 

0 F a commemorati ve property 

0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved s ignificance 

within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Ex pl ain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 

Pulaski County, Arkansas 
County and State 

Levels o f Significance (local, state, nationa l) 

LOCAL 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instruct ions) 

MiLITARY 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 
194 1- 1945 

S ignificant Dates 
194 1-1 945 

Significant Person (Complete ii"Criterion B is nmkcd) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation (Complete i f Criteri on Dis marked) 

N/A 

A r·chitect/ Build er· 

Ford, Bacon, and Dav is Inc., New York 

(Cite the books, arti cles, and other sources used in preparing thi s to rm on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
0 pre liminary determinati on of indiv idual li st ing (36 

CF R 67) has been requested 
0 prev iously li sted in the Nati ona l Register 
0 Previously determined e li g ible by the Nati ona l 

Register 
0 des ignated a National Historic Landmark 
0 recorded by Historic Ameri can Buildings Survey 

# 

0 recorded by Histori c American Eng ineering 

Primary location of additional data: 
[gJ State Histori c Preservat ion Office 
0 Other State Agency 
0 Federa l Agency 
0 Loca l Govern ment 
0 Uni versi ty 
[gJ Other 
Name of repository: 
LRAFB Foundation, Inc. ; Jacksonville Museum of Military 

Histor 
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SUMMARY 

Pulaski County, Arkansas 
County and State 

On June 4, 1941, the War Department notified Governor Homer Adkins and Congressman David D. Terry 
that a $33,000,000 fuse and detonator plant was approved for immediate construction in Jacksonville, 
Pulaski County, Arkansas. The plant was the first national defense industry approved for the state and the 
only one to make detonators, fuses , boosters, and primers. The need for protection from sabotage and for 
plant security made a guard force and guard houses a necessary part of the plan. Sixty guard houses were 
built and placed around the 6,895 acre site. Because ofthe danger from explosives processed at the facility 
people entering the site were not allowed to bring in matches or any metal. The guard houses, SLLch as the one 
being nominated, provided a facility for guards to check for unauthorized people and not allow any matches 
or metal objects to enter the facility. As such, the Arkansas Ordnance Plant (AOP) Guard House is being 
nominated under Criteria A and C with local significance to the National Register of Historic Places. 
Because the guard house has been moved from its original location, the AOP Guard House is also eligible 
under Criteria Consideration Bas a moved property . 

ELABORATION 

As the war began to build up in Europe in 1939-40, Arkansas business and political leaders began to point 
out the natural resources, strategic location, unlimited supplies of gas and coal , and ideal labor conditions 
that would make Arkansas a good location for defense industries. Their efforts proved fruitful and on June 4, 
1941 , the announcement was made that the first defense industry was coming to Jacksonville. The plant was 
named the Arkansas Ordnance Plant and immediately it was a1mounced that the plant would hire 8,000 
persons, mostly women. At the AOP's peek of production in November 1942, 14,092 people were employed 
at the facility. 

The 12 production lines that ran in three shifts each, 24 hours per day, seven days a week were as follows: 
Artillery Booster lines 1 and 2; Percussion Elements Line: Detonator lines 1,2,3,4; Arti llery Primer Line; 
Power Train Fuse Line; Bomb Component Line: and Artillery Fuse Lines 1 and 2. The production I ines were 
spaced far enough apart so that if an accidental explosion occurred in one line it would not spread to other 
lines. Construction of the plant began in the fall of 1941 after the land was obtained by condemnation 
proceeding. On March 4, 1942, the first line was deemed to be operational and all lines were in service by 
May 30, 1942. The contract to design, construct, train key persotmel and operate the faci lity was awarded to 
Ford, Bacon and Davis Inc. , ofNew York. 

At the time the plant was being built, all facilities in the state were segregated. At first there was no 
segregated place in the employment building at the AOP for Africa-Americans to apply for work, but the 
Urban League of Greater Little Rock approached the management staff and gained provisions for African­
Americans to apply for work at the plant. By 1944, 24% of the employees were African-Americans and fo ur 
production lines were operated by African-Americans, for a total of 3,085 African-American empl oyees. 55 
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of whom were supervisors. The African-American employees could enter and exit through only one speciftc 
gate, and all facilities for them were separate from the rest of the facility. 

The AOP made Jacksonville a boom town, and as no housing available, workers lived in tents, or in their 
vehiclse, or any where they could. As a result of the lack of housing, a 200-tmit trailer park was quickly 
established, and a housing project was started on July 5, 1942. The houses were prefabricated and each crew 
could build a house in a day. Six dormitories were built on the site and 25 staff houses were built for key 
pers01mel. 

All AOP employees had to check in at the guard houses with an on-duty security guard in order to secure ID 
badges, and verify they were not carrying any matches, lighters or metal objects before they were allowed to 
enter the facility. Besides manning the guard houses and checking in employees, the guards also manned the 
guard towers, and patrolled the facility in cars and on horse back. All the guards were sworn into the Civilian 
Auxiliary Military Police. A unique feature of the plant was the use of a female guard unit. The female 
guards were not allowed to carry guns; however, they did check in female employees and performed other 
jobs that allowed male guards to do "more appropriate" duties. All male guards were armed and practiced 
their marksmanship at the pistol range. 

There were 60 guard houses that were stationed throughout the plant site. There was one Guard Headquarters 
building that was a one-story frame building with two wings. Located inside the Guard HQ building was a 
two-man jail cell that was used by detainees. This building is extant and is located northwest of the 
Jacksonville Military History Museum site, and has been significantly altered over the years . It is now used 
as an apartment complex. 

In addition to this AOP Guard House that is being nominated to the National Register, there were 59 other 
guard houses located on the facility. They include: six guard houses that measured 1 0' x 1 0' ; 26 guard 
houses measuring 8' x 10'; 20 guard houses measuring 8'x 8'; six guard houses measuring 8' x 8' that sat on 
top of 12' towers; and one guard house that measured 8' x 8 that sat on top of a 16' tower. None of these are 
!mown to exist. There was only one guard house with 9' x 9' dimensions, and records indicate that this guard 
house was in the employment and administrative area of the plant. The potential employees would come to 
the administrative building and then check in at the guard house before they could be allowed to enter the 
secured areas of the plant. This area is about 500 yards southeast of where the guard house is currentl y 
located on the grounds of the musetm1. 
The Jacksonville Museum of Military History sits on the site of where the AOP Administration Building was 
located. The administration building burned December 15, 1945. The plant was closed to production by then 
and was in the decontamination phase. By 1946, buildings that could be moved or relocated were offered for 
sale. At this time, this guard house was moved to 1112 McArthur Drive, Jacksonville, Pulaski County, 
Arkansas. Even the street pattern in Jacksonville was part of the original street plan for the AOP, and is still 
in use. The original circular drive that was in front of AOP Administration Building passes in front of the 
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museum and now, the guard house. The guard house faces the flag circle that was in place during WW TI but 
has been modified with a bell tower as a memorial to veterans. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The guard hose is unique in that it has survived and is the only known extant guard house from the Arkansas 
Ordnance Plant. The guard house is significant as a lasting piece of history ofthe World War ri home-front 
industries. Although the guard house has been moved from its location of over 60 years, it now rests on a part 
of the former AOP grounds at a location close to its original location. The guard house stands as a reminder 
of those production soldiers who manned the plants and helped assure that the servicemen fighting the war 
had the ammunition to defeat the enemies in World War II, 1941-1945. The Arkansas Ordnance Plant 
Guard House is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C with 
local significance, and because the AOP Guard House bas been moved from its original location , it is also 
eligible under Criteria Consideration B as a moved property. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place addi tional UTM reterences on a continuation sheet.) 

2 

15 
Zone 

570191 
Easting 

3858701 
Northing 

3 
Zone Easting 

4 

D See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundari es of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Not Applicable 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

II. Form Prepared By 

name/title Written by Carolyn Yancey Kent; Edited by Sarah A. Jam pole/Survey 1-1 istorian 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 

street & number 1500 Tower Building, 323 Center Street telephone 

city or town Little Rock state Arkansas 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form : 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

5/28/2006 

50 1.324.9874 

zip code 7220 I 

A Sketch map for hi storic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative blacl< and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Pro Jerty Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 
Little Rock Air Force Base Foundation 

name Jacksonville Museum of Military 1-1 is tory 

Northing 

street & number 100 Veteran 's Circle telephone 50 1.24 1. 1943 

city or town Jacksonville state AR zip code 72076 

Paperwork Reduction Act Sta tement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Hi stori c Places to nominate properties for 
li sting or determine eligibility for li sting, to li st properties, and to amend existing li sting. Response to this request is required to obtain a benetit in acco rdance 
with the Nat ional Historic Preservation Act, as amended ( 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Publi c report ing burden for this form is estimated to average 18. 1 hours per response inc luding time for reviewing instructions. 
gathering and mai ntai ning data , and completing and reviewing the form . Di rect comment s regarding thi s burden est imate or any aspect of this form to the Chief. 
Administrat ive Services Division, National Park Service. P. 0. Box 37 127. Washington. DC 200 13-7127 ; and the Oflice of Management and 13udget. Paperwork 
Reductions Projects ( I 024-00 18), Washington, DC 20303 . 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

A 15-foot circle centering on the UTM coordinate 15/580 19113858701. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

Pulaski County, Arkansas 
County and State 

The boundary includes the AOP Guard House and its immediate surroundings. 
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PROPERTY 
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NAME: 

Arkansas Ordnance Plant Guard House 

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, Pulaski 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

8/10/06 
9/09/06 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 

8/25/06 
9/23/06 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 06000831 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N 

COMM~ WAIVER: N 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
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NATIONAL: 

~CCEPT RETURN REJECT q' 2.0• ~ DATE 
ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

rmle:Nd m the 
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RECOM./CRITERIA ______________ __ 
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August 4, 2006 

Dr. Janet Mathews 
Chief of Registration 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Register of Hi storic Places 
National Park Service 
8111 Floor 
1201 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

RE: Arkansas Ordnance Plant Guard House; Jacksonville, Pulaski 
County 

Dear Dr. Matthews, 

We are enclosing for your review the above-referenced nomination. The 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with alI 
applicable nominating procedures and notification requirements in the 
nomination process. 

If you need further information, please call Sarah A Jampole of my staff 
at (501) 324-9874. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Cathie Matthews 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

CM: sj 

Enclosure 


