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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The diminutive (16' x 26') Dickinson Webster house is basically rectangular

in plan, with a porch across the front, a smaller porch on the east side,

and a small addition (formerly a summer kitchen) at the rear. The main

block is 1) stories high, with a steeply-pitched gable roof; the frame addition
is one story, and its gable roof has a lower pitch. The foundation is stone.

Facades are symmetrical, with centrally-located doors on the south and east
elevations between 6/6-1ight double-hung sash windows. Both doors feature
sidelights and four-light transoms. The original main entrance was from the
south, facing the then main road from Osceola to nearby Murray. Four, round,
unfluted columns with Roman-style capitals support a shed roof. Above this
roof is a door in the gable end, which appears to have been for ventilation
only (several similar houses in Osceola have this same feature). On the
east side, the sloping porch roof is supported by two square wood columns
with capltals like those on the south.

There are two brick chimneys located on the ridge line.

The fundamental 51mp1101ty of the house is-relieved by scalloped millwork with
trefoil pendants, which trim the eaves and gable ends. This decorative effort
is believed to have been part of the original construction.

The interior is divided into four rooms on the first floor, two on the second.
The kitchen is located in ‘the small addition to the rear. Features include

7" mppboard in the parlor, original hardware on the parlor windows and doors,
pedimented lintels over doors and wiridows, and a turned newell post and square
balusters on the central staircase. :

The kitchen ell, and the porches, were added before 1889 (no accurate date
available). The only other alterations have been minor modifications of the
interior to accommodate modern living styles. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dickinson Webster house combines native, locally sawn lumber in its basic
construction, with ornate millwork and some classical influences in the porch
colums. The result is an essentially simple house whose austerity is relieved
by decorative elements, giving it a slightly unusual character.

The house is also locally significant as one of the few in Osceola dating
from the early years of town and county history which has been continually
occupied by descendants of a pioneer family. The Webster family, originally
from Delaware, came to Franklin Township, Clarke County, in 1851, the year
the county was organized. Dickinson Webster, Sr. (1792-1860), as one of the
earliest settlers, was elected to the first board of county commissioners that
year. Of his fourteen children, Dickinson Webster, Jr. (b. 1827) is best
known. Webster, Jr., moved to the town of Osceola. in 1854, and purchased at
least one town lot. This house was built sometime thereafter, and Webster
lived there until his death. He owned 900 acres of farmland, and in 1869
began a nursery business which became known throughout :the county. From
1852-56 he was the school-fund commissioner for the county. Webster also
founded (1866) the Webster Funeral Home, which operated as a family business
until 1970, and still carries the family name. ‘
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