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The Waters House was built around 1895 and represents one of the finest Victorian
houses in Sevierville. It is located on Cedar Street, one of the older residential
sections of town. Now defunct Murphy College is across the street. The home is
a three story clapboard structure which is highlighted by the decor of craftsman,
Louis Buckner, a nineteenth century black carpenter of exceptional skill. Gables
abound on the home at various levels; three are formed on each side of the house
to terminate the bay windows at the roof. "Butterfly wings" drape the sides of
the bay windows at the second floor; the wings are the work of Buckner. The
porch is trimmed with "Dumbbell"dowels and gingerbread trim; it is rounded at the
corner toward the rear of the home. The yard is nicely landscaped and outlined
by an iron fence in front.

The interior brings the home alive. The woodwork of Buckner is found in almost
every room. The local carpenter had a unique style which included simple geometric
designs and carvings of floral patterns. The majority of his work was done in

oak and other hardwoods. In the parlor is an elaborately carved mantel, the most
attractive piece of his work in the house. The mantel is about eight feet high of
carved oak. Buckner placed a tilting beveled mirror above the fireplace which is
outlined in tile and covered by a brass grate. Another mantel of lesser proportion
but similar pattern is found in the sitting room. Various pieces of Buckner's
furniture are also to be found in the home.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although Sevierville is one of the older towns in East Tennessee, there are not
many buildings which date prior to 1870 because of a widespread fire during the
late 1850's and the lack of development during the Civil War period. Toward the
late nineteenth century, the town began to expand and select residences were built
in Victorian style.

The Waters House on Cedar Street, the most decorative, was originally the home
of Dr. R. W. Trotter who practiced dentistry in Sevierville. The dentist was
also instrumental in the development of Murphy College, an institution which
ceased operations during the Depression.

Louis Buckner learned the carpentry trade as an apprentice to Colonel C. C. Stump
just after the Civil War. Originally they worked together in a small shop in
Sevierville. Later they moved to the Catlettsville vicinity. Buckner did both
interior and exterior decor. His furniture and his mantels are most often oak;
the lines are not overly extravagant, however, the result of his geometric and
floral designs is one of charming and elaborate beauty. Buckner usually designed
a piece of furniture for the space which it would accommodate; thus his furniture
complements rather than overwhelms a room. Buckner ultimately worked on his own.
He was noted to carry only a small bag of tools; his shop was located diagonally
behind the Waters House. Unfortunately his own home was not completed when he
passed away. Besides the Waters House, other fine examples of his work are to

be found at the Denton Home (Douglas Dam Road) and at least one piece §s

located at Rose Glen on the Newport Highway.

The Waters house is significant, therefore, both as a excellent example of
Victorian architecture and as a building which represents the outstanding talent
of a wood craftsman.
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