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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Continental Mill Housing of Lewiston, constructed between 1865 and 1866, 
consists of two (originally three) large brick blocks in the transitional Greek 
Revival-Italianate style, designed and built under the supervision of Amos D. 
Lockwood and Albert H. Kelsey. The buildings were used by the Continental Mill 
as housing for its mill workers.

The buildings, which face west, are identical but for two features on the 
southern one. These are a central facade belfry of frame construction and a 
one-story colonnaded wooden porch on the north end.

Both blocks are four stories tall with eight internal end chimneys and 
low-pitched hipped roofs. Cornices are bracketed. Fenestration, where original, 
is 6/6. 2/2 windows are elsewhere seen. All windows are simply enframed, with 
granite lintels and sills.

The buildings are 6 bays deep with facades 10 bays wide. The two facade 
entrances to each block are symmetrically placed and are deeply recessed. The 
southern entrance of the southern block has been blocked. IBelow-acrgranite 
string-course windows for a full basement are small and square.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lewiston's cotton textile mills, such as the Continental, long dominated 
city life. Their combined demands for labor were what drew so many people, 
particularly French-Canadians, to the city in the first place. "Little Canada", 
that richly ethnic, still largely French speaking neighborhood, exists literally 
in the shadow of the Continental Mill. Originally a small structure called the 
Porter Mill, built in 1858, it was purchased in 1866 by the Continental Company 
and greatly expanded, employing 1200 persons by 1895.

To accomodate the rapid influx of people attracted by Lewiston's employment 
opportunities, mill owners constructed special tenements called mill blocks. Each 
mill block was under the strict supervision of a director who kept a careful eye 
on the moral and physical condition of the tenants.

These buildings are all that are left of the many substantial mill blocks 
that once lined Oxford Street. Originally fronted by elm trees and lawn between 

thenr and the canal, these substantial brick structures gave a dignity and character 
to the neighborhood which may hopefully one day be restored.

These mill blocks were constructed in 1866 in an architectural style that is 
a transition from the Greek Revival to the Italianate. The very plain almost 
severe treatment of the windows indicate the Greek Revival influence as do the 
doorways with brick pilasters supporting granite lintels. The buildings are very 
restrained and consciously balanced. The flat roof and overhanging eaves with 
their supporting brackets illustrate the Italian influence. The belfry and 
cross are later additions, indicating the religious and educational functions 
these buildings have served in more recent years.
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