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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT {if applicable)

Th>e Gl obe Village Fire House i s significant for itaassociation with

the expansion and devel opment of Globe Village late in the [* th
century, and for itsbrick Colonial Revival design. | t meets National
Register criteria A and C at the local level and retains integrity of
setting, location, materials, |Aorkmanship, design, feeling, and
association. The boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map

are those of current ownership.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the coranunity.

Alnmost Geek Revival initsappearance, this fire house has an only mildly Victorian corner
tower which was originally capped with a mansard roof. | tis not clear whether the Geek
Revival reference was intentional or whether the building was merely a retardataire vernacul ar
expression. Blocky gable-front buildings of this type sometimes appear in the Colonial

Revival style which was popular inthe late—49th century. The gable front Classically-inspired
design and the brick construction of the building relate i tto nearby Geek Revival brick
houses and to sone of the Ham Iton Wyolen mill buildings across the street. | tispossible
that the design of the fire station was inspired in part by these surroundings. Sinple in
design, the structure takes itsornanent fromits gable cornice and returns, oculus w ndow,
comer pilasters, corbel table and segmental arched w ndows and doors.

HSITORCL SANHCGNE Explain the roleamers pIayed In local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devel ogpnent of the conmanity.

Until 1832 the onIy fire apparatus in Southbridge was a tub engine belonging to the Ham|ton
Wool en Gonpany i n G obe Village. In 1832 the town rmade an appropriation of $350 to be natched i:
private subscription, to buy a tub engine for the town. At that same town meeting it was

voted to establish volunteer teans to man both the new town engine and the existing apparatus
owned by the Hamlton Mill. In'February 1833, a few nonths after Engine Gonpany' *l was
established i nthe center. dobe Village Engine Conpany%was formed.

As no fire-houseis shown in Gobe Village on the 185 map of Southbridge, i tis likely that
the fire engine was kept i n sone building belonging to the mill until the town built a fire
house about 1860. That fire house, which stood on the north side of Main Street just east
of the bridge over the river, was used until the present building was built

The last two decades of the 19th-century brought several modernizations to fire protection

in Southbridge. In 1880 the old "hand engine conpani es" were dishanded and a new town fire
department was established. During the 1890's two new fire houses were built. The present
building Kas built first, in 1894, at a cost of $9,000. Five years later a large inposing

brick fire house (form#D-401) was built on Elm Street inthe town center to replace the much
smal ler 1860's fire house on Central Street. During this sane period the town was able to
boast an anple supply of water for fighting fires, suppliedby hydrants and subterranean
street reservoirs. A'Gnewell Fire Alarm System”™was al so functioning at this time.
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Souvenir of Southbridge 1898.  Southbridge : Ceorge Grant-Press Print,
1898, pp. 66-69.

"Tiger Engine G. 7 (A Nw Fire Department for Southbridge)", Southbridge
Evening News, 2/14/1964,
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