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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lynn Public Library i s a two and one-half story Renaissance Revival styl e 
building located at the northwest corner of North Common and Franklin Streets. 
Rectangular i n plan, the building has a facade (south) and reaJT w a l l (nor1±) of 
nine bays' length each; end walls (east s west) are of seven bays' length each. 
Centered on the south, east and west walls are s l i g h t l y projecting pavilions, each 
of three bays' width. The structure rests upon a p l i n t h of dressed granite above 
which rises a rusticated basement, faced with limestone. Upper floors are faced 
with dressed limestone. Elements of the building's design which are i d e n t i c a l on 
a l l elevations are: paired Corinthian p i l a s t e r s at each corner ( f i r s t and second 
stories only), a continuous entablature, modillioned cornice and soli d parapet. 
The building i s enclosed by a nearly f l a t roof which i s pierced by skylights at 
various points over the reading rooms. 

FACADE (SOUTH); The facade i s approached from a f l i g h t of granite s t a i r s which 
cascades out i n three directions from i t s center entrance. Centered on the facade 
i s a two-story Corinthian port i c o , supported by four columns, which stands i n 
fr o n t of the central p a v i l i o n . Behind the portic o , the p a v i l i o n i s framed in t o 
three bays by four Corinthian p i l a s t e r s . The center bay contains the l i b r a r y ' s 
major entry set one-half story., below the f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l . This entry con­
tains aluminum and glass doors (ca. 1970) and i s set i n a moulded surround sur­
mounted by a decorated f r i e z e . 2\bove the entry, at the second story, i s an 
arched window with an unmoulded surround. Sash of t h i s and a l l other second 
story windows on the facade consists of oversized 2/2 sash surmounted by a two- ' 
pane semi-circular l i g h t . The outer two bays of the pa v i l i o n each contain one 
rectangular window (2/2) witih a limestone balustrade at the f i r s t story, above 
which i s a recessed stone panel, and an arched window i d e n t i c a l to that of the 
center bay, at the second story. Each of the facade's six remaining bays con­
tains one window (2/2) at the basement and a two-story arched frame topped 
with a keystone r i s i n g through the f i r s t and second stories. Each frame encloses 
a balustrade at i t s base, one window (2/2) at the f i r s t story, a recessed panel, 
and an arched window (2/2 with two-pane semi-circular l i g h t ) at the second story. 

EAST WALL; Facing Franklin Street, the east w a l l contains a shallow central 
p a v i l i o n which i s framed i n t o three bays by four Corinthian p i l a s t e r s at the 
f i r s t and second stories. P a r t i a l l y below ground l e v e l , at the pavilion's center 
bay, i s an entry ( o r i g i n a l panelled doors) over which i s a damaged bronze lantern. 
This entry i s flanked by one window (2/2) on each side. F i r s t and second story 
windows of the pa v i l i o n are i d e n t i c a l to those of the outer bays of the facade 
pavi l i o n (including two-story arched surround). The main body of the east w a l l 
has two bays on each side of the pa v i l i o n . Each of these bays i s i d e n t i c a l to 
those of the main body of the facade. 

WEST WALL; The west wa l l i s i d e n t i c a l to the east, except that i t faces a 
neighboring structure (approximately 30' distant) and has a narrower entry set 
farther below ground. This entry leads to the building's b o i l e r room. 
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