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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ZION AND BRYCE CANYON NATIONAL PARKS, UTAH

Vol. 4 No, 4

Zion-Bryce Nature Notes July, 1932
This bulletin is issued monthly for the purpose of giving information

to those interested in the natural history and scientific features of Zion

and Bryce Canyon National Parks. Additional copies of these bulletins may be

obtained free of charge by those who can make use of them by addressing the

Superintendent, Zion National Perk, Utah., PUBLICATIONS USING THESE NOTES SHOULD

GIVE CREDIT TO ZION-BHYCE NATURE NOTES.

_ LEGEND OF SINAWAVA
Based on the Custom of the Piute Indians
By H. L. Reid, Ranger-Naturalist

Mahy years beforo the coming of the White man' there lived upon the Rio
Virgin an Indian tribe known to themselves as the Parrusi. This tribe had its
headquarters some fifty miles below Zion Canyon, but each autumn, as was
their custom,‘theyrcame into the canyon to hunt deer and to gathér the wild
fruit that grew here in abundance.

The tribe was famed throughout the entire southwest for the beaﬁty of
its maidens, and many of the romantic braves from surrounding tribes visited
the region with the hope that they might win one of thse dusky maidens.

"Between the young Indian brave and his sweetheart there often developed
in that day an affection as full of romance as any known in our own day, but
before the young lover could clsim the maiden as his squaw, he must prove
that he was able to defend her ageinst all opposition by leading her through
the Line of Braves. In order to givce all an opportunity to express their
opposition, word must be sent through the surrounding tribes that on a defi-
nite date and at a stipulated time and place, the young brave would stand
roady to defend his claim. And should there bc those who did not approve,
thoy must bc present to issue proctest or forevor remain silent.

On the day set for the coremony the young brave, according to the custom,
must take the maiden of his choice by the hand and lead hor betwecn two lines
of braves. If there was anyone within. the -lines who opposed the young lover
taking the maiden as his squew, he must'step forward cnd oppose the progress
of the would-be bridegroom, but if none stepped forward to challenge his
progross and he passod through the lines successfully, ho ‘thus received the
consent of the tribe to claim the maideon.
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According to tho custom, the opposing brave must meet his rival face to
face and stop his progross. Should the would-bc bridegroom succcod in pass-
ing his opponent by eny moons - trickory, spood or strongth - he was thcn
free to procecd down the linec.

Among the beautiful maids of the Parrusi tribe there was none that could
compare in lovelincss with the Maid of Sinawava, daughtor of Chief Sinawava.
The fame of this Maiden and of her meny virtucs had spread throughout the
entire Southland, and mcny woro the suitors that came seecking the privilege
of leading her through thc line of braves. From over the Colorado camo the
proud Beronota, Chief of tho Navajos. From the Shevwitz came Chief Keloose,
and@ fran the Mohaves tho stately Too-a=yoo. Of her many suitors there was
none more offensive to the Maiden than tho 'big, broad-shouldered, sensual
warrior Mok-a-pots, who came wooing her from the desert regions to the north.

But tho pleadings of all these braves were in vein. To the comely maiden
no whisperings of love werc so sweet as those that fell fram the lips of her
own tribesmen - Pahritz.

Pahritz she loved with all the passionate longings of her young soul.
He was not so poworful as meny of her admirers. He was, in fact, a stripling
of e youth with fine features and a keen eegle-cyo, bespeaking pride and
ambition. He was also gontle and refined and over willing to sacrifice far the
comfort of the Maid of Sinawaove.

Eech fall as the Parrusi Indiens come inte this region the Maid of
Sinawava cnd Pohrftz would accompany tham. As lovors they would wander, hand
in hand, up the conyon, often stopping in what is now known os the Temple,
their favorite spot, vhero they whispered tc oach othor the old fomiliar
tele cf love, and dreamod of the doy whon Pochritz woull lead her through the
line of bravos and c¢laim hor for his owne.

Often in thcir moments of loving reverio they would be disturbed by the
prosenco, somotimos seon and at other times unseen, of the big, sensual
woarrior from the desert. For elthough Mok-a~-pots know thnt his attentions
woro offensive te the Meid, yot ho novortheless persisted in fercing them
upon her and would ofton follow the lovers ané spy upcn them in their saered
moments of lcve.

Pahritz, although a vigorous, keen-cyed youth, wes physieally no match
for his broad shouldered rival fran thc dosert, and becausc of this the Mcid
had often wondered if Rok-a-pots, in his jealousy, would oppose her lover
when he would lcad hor thrcugh the line of braves. |

In the doys of tho golden autumn whon the Maid of Sinawava had rcached |
the age of eighteun summers, runners wore sont to the surrouncing tribes
with the announccment that during the fall hunt, vhile the Parrusi were
cempad in the vicinity of Zion Canyon, the munly Pahritz proposcd to lcad
the boautiful Mcid of Sinawove through the linc of braves.
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Many were the Indian braves thot gathorcé hore that fall. The camps
extended over the flats and well intc the canyon, a thing quitc unusuzal as
the Tudiens disliked tho idea of comping within the canyon walls., Within
the cemp were many braves who had once cast a longing eye toward the Maiden.
Some of these braves were experienced men of powor and well ablc to oppose
the progress of Pahritz, but realizing the great love that existed between
the Maiden end Pahritz, they came to honor anc not to oppose,.

The choice of the spct where the coromony shoulad be held was left to
the lovers, and thcy chose the place now known as the Temple of Sinawava.
As the hour of the ceremony arrived the two lines formed across the flat
within the Temple. When all was in rcadiness Pahritz, with grace and gentlc-
ness, stepped to the door of the tepce occupicd by the Maid and her mothcer.
He stood for a moment in silence while a mother's farewell caress was be-
stowed upon her daughter. The girl stepped forth radiant and charming. Hand
in hand the lovers proceeded to the head of the waiting column, where Chief
Sinawava greeted them and bade them proceed between the lines. Slowly, in
accordance with the custom of the tribe, they moved forward, the braves in
the lines expressing their approval by a series of inarticulate grunts.

Midway the line stood the powerful Mok-a-pots, sullen and revengeful,
Ls the couple approeched hc stepped forward. Several of the braves, knowing
that his attentions had ncver been reccived favorably, tried to dissuade
him, fecling that what he could not win by love, hc should not attompt to
tako by force. Mok-a-pots, with a broad jealous grin playing across his
face, insisted upon his right to opposec.

Pahritz leading the gentle Maiden never faultercd. His eagle eye
caught the situation at a glance, and the very thought of anyone attempting
to take Sinawava from him incrcased his courage and determination. With her
as the prize, death would be swecter than dcfeat. Mok-a-pots, Tealizing
his superior streongth, stood carclessly awaiting the test. His very carc-
lcssness gave Pahritz his opportunity. Evory eye was centered upon him.

The squaws seated about the campfire, herctoforc indifferent to the cerc-
mony, now arose that thoy might better view the proceodings. The Maid with
her heart loudly pounding and with & prayer upon her lips permitted herself
to be led forward. Her mind doubted, but her heart trusted.

Mok-a-pots squared himsclf for the encounter. Pahritz, with the agility
of a mountain lion, moved as if to attack on the left, and then with lightning
swiftness, so cleoverly executcd that nons kmew exactly what happened, dodged |
to the right passing quieckly under the arm of the over-confident Mok-a-pots,
taking Sinawava with him. Although failing to realize just vwhat had happencd,
yet all were delighted, A roar of laughter, mingled with epproving grunts,
arose fromn the lines end from the camp of squaws.

Mok-a-pots was humiliated end ombarresscd to be thus so cleverly eluded
by his smaller opponent. A murderous curl pleycd for a momont upon his lips,
and then, in defiance of all the customs of the tribo, he turned and rushed
upon his rival fram the back. Boing thus suddenly attacked from the rear,
Pauritz was easily beaten dowm. He fell to the ground, his head striking
upon a sharp rock. Altuough he was knocked uriconscious, the injury was not
thought to be serious. Ain hour passed and he did not reccover. Thvllines
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were temporarily broken, and Pahritz was moved to tho tepee of Sinawava. The
shodows of darkness settled over the camyon, and yet no chenge. With a
prayer for his recovery the faithful maiden wetched through the long night.
L5 tho wee hours of the morning approcched he was groduclly weakening. The
Greot Spirit was ealling. As the morning sun rose ovor the Mount~in of the
Bleeding Heart the spirit of Prhritz was taken to the Indien's Happy Hunting
Ground .,

After sppropriate funeral cercmonies tho body, ot the request of the
Maiden, was ploced in a grave in the center of the Temple near tho rock now
known as the Altar. It was at this spot that the lovers had first talked
of going through the line of braves together. L large stone wns rolled over
the grave to mark the spot.

As the tribe roturned to the sunny velleys of the Rio Virgin, Sinawava
beggod to e pormitted to remain for yet a little longcer, promising her
mother that she would follow within & few wecks at most.

Being loft alone she moved her topee¢ near the buricl spot, The deoys
passed into weeks, but sho was inscnsible to ¢verything but thc whisperings
of the wind, which to hor was thc voics of Pahritz spoeking of their love
and of the day whon he would lead her through the line of broves and eloim
her for his owm.

Her mother and fricnds waited for her retumn. After many weeks of
anxiety a searching party was sent out. The carly storms of.winter had al-
roady placod a blanket of snow over the landscepe. The perty reached the
camp ot the mouth of the conyon, but not finding her there they proceeded ¢
with difficulty to the grove vhere they found her tepec beside thoe roek.
They cntered and found her within, but Pchritz hed retumod and token her
spirit through the long lino of braves cnd claimed her for his ownge

The rock marking his buricl place was removed ond she, together with
2ll her belongings, was placed with her lover, where they still reet. 4nd
if you will but cross the river to the Altar end remain there during the
long hours of tho night you will still hear the voices of the besutiful
Sinaweve and the menly Pahritz s they vhisper their immortal words of love.

In honor of the old chisf md his becutiful caughter, the Maid of
Sinavevn, £nd tho frithful love thnt existed betwecn her and Pahritz, the
"Indians nsmed the velley the Temple of Sinawava.

INDIAN PICTOGRAPHS NEAR ZION
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4 Te miles tc the southeast of Zion Neticmnl Park are founl scme very
interesting remnins of ce cld Iudicn campsites The campsite is situeted on a
high hench of the mesa cné cverlooks & huge wash thrt extends to the scuthward.
The surface ¢f the nench is the hord level ¢f Shinarump cenglomerate thot forms
the prctective cap over miny areas of this region.

Lyiug below une of these camwsites a party with the Park Naturaliat recently
found several very large rock surfaces covered with a multitule of Indian Cia-
groms or Lictographs. 0: one large smcoth rock was a trail sign. Tiiis is indi-

ceted in the follewing menner. Dr. Keleman, archeologist at the Los sangeles
Musewa has been kingé enouglh to designate scme of the meanings.

(367
ﬁ (5
1 8

2
1. Mon .
Z. Water Star
Sy Cave . Guide
4. Water hole
Do Trail
ird

9. Arrow-trail runs
to the south
10. Man
11. Medicine man with. ceremonial headdress.
12. Weter

On a rock to the left of the trail sizn
is a figure of a man and also one of a
medicine man, wearing his ceremonial head~
dress, with arms extended up over his head
as if in religious exercise or dance.

Tc the right on another cliff face are
cut several dozen figures of animals. Ouly
& few are showm_ . I1 is impossirle to
determine vhether these are animals which existed in the neighborhood or wvhether
they are representations of animals that the Indians might have seen in their
various hunting grounds. Pieces of pottery as well as the character of the
dravings indicate that they are of very early origin.
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THE AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF BRYCE CANYON NATION:iL PARK
K. E. Weight, Ranger-Naturclist

Ficld work for the purpose of collecting specimens of the  amphibians and
reptiles of Bryce Canyon National Park was sterted during the summer of 1931.
Previous to 1931 same collecting was done within the perk boundary by Dr. Vasco
M. Tanner and students of the Brigham Youns University.

The thirteen canyons included within the park have been carved from the
Paunsaugunt Plateau, the rim of which ranges from 8,000 to 9,000 fget clti-
tude. The ‘park covers an arece of 55 square miles, having an average width of
3 miles fram the east to west and about 18 miles in length from north to
south, From the west rim of the plateau ot the Lodge to the east boundary
line of the prrk, a distence of two miles, there is a drop in elevation of
about 1500 fect. Therc ere no permanent streams within severcl miles of the
Lodge. 2

L beautiful coniferous forest covers the plateau and the lower part of
the conyon. On the steep slopes only a few hardy herbarious perennials aroc
able to survive. Within this situction the following amphibians and reptilcs
were obtcined: ’

Amphibians

The Tigor Salamander imbystoma tigrinune (Grecn) was collected by Dr.
Tonner in a garbage pit on the public campgrounds, 4Lugust 27, 1929. Just
where this water-loving species breeds in such a dry locality is o mystery.
To the west of thc park some throe miles on thc-east fork of the Sevier River
salamenders are rathor common in the sm~ll ponds next to the river. This
mey be the scurce of them.

The Western Spade-foot Toad Scaphiocpus hammondii (Baird) wes collected on
the rim of the canyon. The rim was muddy due to several days of roinfall.

Reptiles

The Sagebrush Swift Sceloporus graciosus graciOSus (B. & G.) is common in
the conyon. They can be seen almost £ny time below the rim on the more gentle
slopes.

)
The Desert Whiptail Lizard Cnemidophorus tessellatus tessellatus (Say)

are not nearly as common as the sagebrush swift. Specimens have been found
only in the canyon.

Girard's Horned Lizard Phrynosoma douglasii ornctissimum (Girard) are
very common on the plateau. Their color adaptation serves very well in their
protection,

The Wandering Garter Sncke Thamnophis ordmoides vagrends (B. & G.) was
found near thc east boundery line in the mein canyon near the Ledge. At this
plcce 2 small spring, just ocutside the park, flows to tho Paria Velley to the
ecst.

The Great Basin Rattlesnnke Crotolus confluentus lutosus (Klauber) for-
merly common in tho lower conyons, hes not yet besn reported from the top of
the platenu,
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TO ZION CANYON
By Grace A. Woodbury

MaJestlc Zion Canyon,

! With portals massive and tall;
I marvel that all your grandeur
Was made by a river so small.

Aided by Mother Naturs,

Down thru the ages of time,
" Carving your temples and turrets,
Engraving your story sublime.

(L , (K =4 ,'
/ln,l’ .|‘:-' = J

She wrought with raging
torrents,
With plunging water-
falls
That, following summer
cloudbursts,
Pour foaming o'er your
wallsi
‘1| She has etched with the
summer breezes,
Scarred with the
wintry gale,
Smoothed with

"~ | caressing
= 1\ snowflakes, o
Marred with N _ |
T driving hail. /3 F#_.% L ' o M
_LI | Worn with AN T = |

-+ . triekli gﬂwgﬁer’ J \ d \ Great Tnite ﬁhroné
Bcraxched by grains! of sand,)

ﬁf? Till now your age-long- story,

. - One can read and understand. !

‘" On your altars place our offerings,

Worship at the Great Whlte Throne,

The Grotto Revel in your flaming colors,
Kneel in your temples of stone.
: Yet as I gaze awed and wondring,
! With emotions I / 5 cannot catrol,

In your purple g B _ haze and shadows,
I feel ,{ = A -¢I?>\ your mystic soul.

. ' ; e S A S N
3 i\ f . - an - Ve =t 7, -, L4 Z =
‘% LAy - {4
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Cathedral Mocuntain




