
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

VIRGINIA 
C O U N T Y : 

BUENA V I S m ( i n c i t y ) 
FOR N P S USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

APR ! 1972 
I . N A M E A. C O M M O N : 

SOUTHERN SEMINARY MAIN BUILDING 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

BUENA VISTA HOTEL 
2 LOCATtON 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Intersection of Ivy Avenue and Park Avenue V - ! , : 

CITY OR TOWN; "--.^ I • 

Buena Vista (James Kenneth Robinson. Seventh D i s t r i c t Congressman) 

V i r g i n i a 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

51 
5 . C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

( i n c i t y ) 530 

Z 

o 

IU 

lU 

C A T E G O R Y 

{Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t [ 3 B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

^ P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I 1 In P rocess 

[ 1 B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

Occup ied 

I 1 U noccup ied 

I 1 P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

I 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE fChecfc One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

[ I Commerc ia l 

(21 E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

P I I ndus t r i a l 

I I M i l i t a r y 

1 1 Museum 

• Pork 

I 1 P r i v a t e Res idence 

1 I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

1 I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

4̂. OWNER OF PROPeRTY Roy K» Patteson, Jr.. President 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Board of Trustees 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Southern Seminary Jun io r Col lege 

< ^ 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

. Buena V i s t a 
[$. LQCATiOK OF LEGAL OESCRIPTION 

y i r g i n i a 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Buena V i s t a Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Buena V i s t a V i r g i n i a 

C 
3 t 

r t < 
<! H 

CO 

51 
R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1971 • Federa l State Q Coun ty L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond V i r g i n i a 51 

f5{ 

z 
0 

1-

u 
:::, 

0::: 

I­
v, 

z 

w 
w 

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VIRGINIA 
COUNTY : 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES BUENA VISTA (in city) 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) APR.1 3 1972 · . 
-'.ii•'.··'.·'.-'.•:O•'.•'.•'.•:.:'.:'.:'.:::<::-:::;:::::-:-:,:. 

•'·•'i'•'iii{?i?{· -:,:, -:-:.:-:::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::.:-:-:;:;:::;:;::::::•;,;-;- -;-;-:•:· •;-;-,•,• •;- ,•,•-;::::: : :·:· :;:::::;:;:;;;:::::::;}:::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::i:::::::::;.;-: ,.,,,.,,,,,,. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,w·•••"•''"'' '"'' II,.··•·•••·'<• {i{:,;,,:,:,:,,,,,,,.,.,,,.,,,,,,, 1;.;1•; ;,,,., 
·•·•·•••· •J r,, 

COMMON : /c 'i J4 , "(,Uli[!]; \ ~ 0: : 
SOUTHERN SEMINARY MAIN BUILDING - · ' ! .~ • \\.'l 

AND/ QR HISTORIC: - l ',t,.q I/ 
1
Y?2 C 

,-r , 
BUENA VISTA HOTEL ·- ·: ; fr.c-,.. 0 ,1\, , : -

r~•••· ..... .... ,,...,~ \ .) ···••·•···•·•·•·•·• ·.·.·.·. ··•••cc·•·•,·=·•·>•" w 

··•· .. •·• ,.,.......... . .... ;:,; . .;.;,.\: ·•. ·•··· ·• .. :::; .. ':'\/ ·:·.·-·,·:;::::::•:i::::::::::::::::;:;:::::::::: ~·••'\••····••:••·····"'"'"'' •·.·. ·•.•, ·>:·:-:-·-.• ~.::-:: •·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•···--·· ::••·•·•·c ..... 
STREET AND NUMBER: \; ---)r,'· • y-. , 

Intersection of Ivv ·Avenue and Park Avenue ~ , 61TT7;,\-(~' 
CITY OR TOWN: - -------L-~ 

Buena Vista (James Kenneth Robinson. Seventh District Congressman) 
STA TE 

CODE COUNTY : CODE 

Vireinia 151 (in citv) 530 •· ·•··· •·•·•·•·•·•·•·••··•·•· ............... ···•··· ., ...... ., .. , , ..... ,, ........ • 
,.,.,.,_<,:}•i?•••:•,•:••·•·:••· 

····•·•·······•·•···•·•·········•·•···· I'~•···••:• "'""~,:,;,nr, ·•·•·· ,.,..,. .. , . .., ./ .. ,.. ................. ··•· ·•.•·.· .............. •·•· •·•·• ••••·••,/••••••·•••, .. •,•.-:·:•::::::::::::;:;:::::-;-;:;:;;::::;:•::::::::::::::: ...... ;.•;·•··=····•··•·· ,;,;,;,;,;;;,; 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District ra Build ing D Public Public Acquisition : IJt Occupied Yes: 

D Site D Structure xJ Private □ In Process D Unoccupied [j(J Restricted 

□ Object D Both D Being Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

in progress D No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

D Agr i cu ltura I D Government D Park □ Transportation 0 Comments 

□ Commercial [J Industrial D Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

!XI Educational D Militory D Rel igious 

D Entertainment D Museum D Scientific 

uu ¢WN.iR ¢r PRPPtR1:Y··. M.v .. K~ Pkt:t~l :-;_./:::::.-: :.::::: ··- .. ·:-,;_::;;. •.·• 
L:l'U.J:.l :;'ll::·;": -..r.;:::;a..:: - ·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·••······••·•<•·••·•"··•··.tw,,, u .... ............ 

OWNER'S NAME : 
"' -i 

Board of Trustees <: ► 
-i 

H IT1 STREET AND NUMBER : 

~ 
Southern Seminary Junior College ~ 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE : CODE H 

Buena Vista Virginia 'il 
::i,. 

MI 42¢i.T!PNPf !llg§APPl$$-eti1~t 1of\i ·.•·•··· ._.·.· •• 
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS , ETC: 

---;~ I-'• 
R11i:>n<> Vic t-<> f'n11,,..t Hn11c,,:, ::s 

STREET AND NUMBER: n ::i,.~ 
I-'• .. 
r1" <: 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE 
~ H 
~ Cl) 

~ 
Buena Vista Virginia 51 

~ •""' -,;,1 tD'<.; •;,:.· ,.,,•s +••· }, •i•r< t·/ ••••••••·•·• / •. /_;• )/,,'/.;() ··•·• ·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·•·••·•········.-rt·r\> ,.,,., .. , ... ,. .. .., . ..,,.,{:',,,/{ w. 
:,: ,:,;,;,:,• •······••C,:;C,:/ ·•·· ·•"-.;•; ; /.••···· .•.·. ·••·••·••••••••• .•.w 

TITLE OF SURVEY, IT1 
z 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey -i 
ll -n 

1971 D Federa I IXl D County D Local -< 0 DATE OF SURVEY : State -0 z ::0 ;;o 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: C z 

I-' s: "tJ 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Corrnnission c:.:> 
Ill V, 

IT1 C 
STREET u$ 

ll V, AND NUMBER : m 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Buildine ~ 0 
z 

CIT Y OR TOWN: STATE : CODE - I--
r 
-< 

Richmond Virginia 51 0 
► 

-i 
IT1 



|7 . QgSCftlPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

n f E x c e l l e n t • Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d H Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved ra O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L f i f f cno ivn . ) P H Y S I C A L . A P P E A R A N C E 

Southern Seminary's main building, o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a hotel, is a 
vast and rambling cresent-shaped structure set near the edge of a promontory 
overlooking downtown Buena Vista with splendid views of the surrounding 
mountains. The building's emphasis on color and textural v a r i a t i o n place 
i t i n the s t y l i s t i c category that i s usually termed Queen Anne. However, 
the use^ of round towers with conical and domical roofs i l l u s t r a t e a French 
Renaissance influence. 

The buildingfe main body is three and a half stories on a high basement. 
The iiiain or f i r s t story is brick while the upper stories are frame. The 
whole i s covered by a steep gable roof of slate pierced at various intervals 
by one and two-part dormers. The upper stories are faced with both clap-
boarding and a variety of d i f f e r e n t type wood shingles. I n some sections t h ^ 
shingles have straight edges and i n others they have either wavy or rounded 
edges. The st r u c t u r a l frame of the building is suggested on the upper 
stories by an overlay of boards that are painted white to contrast with the 
dark maroon of the clapboards and shingles. 

The building's impressive central feature consists of a three and a 
half story cross gable flanked by twg_rouiid..._^towers also of brick. The east 
tower i s four stories i n height and i s topped by a conical roof while the wes 
tower rises to a height of f i v e stories and is topped by an elongated dome 
with f i n i a l . Wrapped about the three lower stories of the towers are three-
level wooden galleries that are joined at the t h i r d story d i r e c t l y over the 
front door by a pedimented arch with lattice-work spandrels. The f i r s t 
level of the galleries extends across the building's entire f r o n t . The fron 
door and many of the windows i n the central feature are topped by rough-hewn 
semi-circular stone arches that give t h i s center section a Romanesque flavor. 

Flanking the central feature are two additional cross gables with 
chamfered comers and Palladian windows i n each of th e i r gables. At the 
extreme ends of the building are two additional round towers; the west tower 
has a conical roof and the east i s covered with a dome. The east end of the 
building extends into a large rounded projection which forms space for the 
ballroom on the f i r s t f l o o r . This projection is capped by a conical roof 
with a f l a t roofed lantern. On the rear of the building's east end is a 
three and a half story wing whose f i r s t story has been hidden by a modern 
brick addition. 

The main spaces and i n t e r i o r t r i m of Southern Seminary's £ixsJL f l * o r 
have remained r e l a t i v e l y unchanged. The public rooms and corridors are 
lined with paneled wainscoting and have high ceilings and doors. Opposite 
the front door of the spacious entrance h a l l i s a large but somewhat pla i n 
brick fireplace. There are two pri n c i p l e staircases, one i n a corridor to 
the west of the fireplace, and the other approximately halfway down the east 
corridor. Both are f i t t e d up with paneled wainscoting, molded handrail, 
turned balusters, and heavy ornamented newel. Those f i r s t f l o o r rooms that 
are not used as reception rooms serve as offices for administration and 
faculty. The o r i g i n a l guest rooms on the upper floors now serve as d<>rmî )T-p̂  
tories for the students. 

The building and i t s handsome informally planted grounds are msindaiaae^ 
in excellent condition. "lU 
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Southern Seminary's main building, originally built as a hotel, is a 
vast and rambling cresent-shaped structure set near the edge of a promontory 
overlooking downtown Buena Vista with splendid views of the surrounding 
mountains. The building's emphasis on color and textural variatio~ place 
it in the stylistic category that is -usually termed Queen Anne. However, 
the use of round towers with conical and domical roofs illustrate a French 
Renaissance influence : ·- • ---- • - --·- -- --· - ·---~-~-- -··-·· -----

• The building~ main body is three and a half stories on a high basement. 
The main or first story is brick __ 'i,hile t _!le upp~r st.9-r.~g,_tt-9me. The 
whole is covere oy a steep gable roof of slate pierced at various intervals 
by one and two-part dormers. The upper stories are faced with both clap­
boarding and a variety of different type wood shingles. In some sections th 
shingles have straight edges and in others they have either wavy or rounded 
edges. The structural frame of the building is suggested on the upper 
stories by an overlay of boards that are painted white to contrast with the 
dark maroon of the clapboards and shingles. 

The building's impressive c~ntraJ_Jeatqre consists of a three and a 
half story cross gable flan]ced _by _two_!:@:nd ____ towers also of brick. The east 
tower is fo1,1r _s!gries i~- height and is topped by a conical roof while the wes 
toweirises to a height of five stori~s and is topped by an elongated dome 
with finial. Wrapped about the three lower stories of the t9w~rs are three­
level wooden gallerie·s that are joined at the third story directly--mr-e_r_ .the 
f ron aooi: by ·a pedimented arch with lattice-work spandrels. The first 
level of the galleries extends across the building's entire front. The fron 
door and many of the windows in the central feature are topped by rough~hewn 
semi-circular stone arches that give this center section a Romanesque flavor. 

Flanking the central feature are two additional cross gables with 
chamfered corners and Palladian windows in each of their gables. At the 
extreme ends of the building are two additional round towers; the west tower 
has a conical roof and the east is covered with a dome. The east end of the 
building extends into a large rounded projection which forms space for the 
ballroom on the first floor. This projection is capped by a conical roof 
with a flat roofed lantern. On the rear of the building's east end is a 
three and a half story wing whose first story has been hidden by a modern 
brick addition. 

The mains aces and interior trim of Southern Seminary's :f.il:.s.t._fl~ x 
h_~ve remained rela-tive_ly upchangecr:-· --·The public rooms and corridors are 
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lined with paneled wainscoting and have high ceilings and doors~-- Opposite 
the front door of the spacious entrance hall is a large but somewhat plain 
brick fireplace. There are two principle staircases, one in a corridor to 
the west of the fireplace, and the other approximately halfway down the east 
corridor. Both are fitted up with paneled wainscoting, molded handrail, 
turned balusters, and heavy ornamented newe\. Those first floor rooms that · 
are rio

0

1:r-'used as reception rooms serve as offices for administration a~d . • <(f/ 
fac~l ty. The original guest rooms on the upper floors now serve as .rJ.9-rmfilC[ V[Q 
tories for the students. 

The building and its handsome informally planted grounds 
in excellent condition. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The period 1889-1891 saw a great land boom i n the eastern part of 
Virginia's Shenandoah Valley, a boom which spurred much of the economic 
development of the area. This boom was i n large part brought about by the 
construction through the region of the Norfolk and Western Railroad, the 
vehicle that was to make accessible the area's almost untouched natural 
resources. The healthful climate, beautiful scenery, expanses of timber, 
ample streams, and reported r i c h deposits of mineral ore, thus were made 
available to those who could organize to take advantage of them. The boom, 
fanned by northern investors, local entrepreneurs, and extraordinary pro­
motion reached tremendous proportions before i t f i n a l l y burst as a resul t of 
the Panic of 1893. Land development companies were formed, and up and down 
the r a i l r o a d new towns were l a i d out, and i n d u s t r i a l sites were set aside. 

The Buena Vista Company, headed by A, T. Barclay was one of the f i r s t 
such companies to go into business, and as early as February, 1889, i t was 
able to announce that a l l of i t s $600,000 capital stock had been subscribed. 
Typical of these development companies, one of the f i r s t buildings i t erectec. 
was what a local newspaper described as a "Queen Anne Hotel" on a plateau 
overlooking the town. Such vast and often lavish hotels were b u i l t to 
serve the useful funct ion of advertizing the company and providing impressiv^ 
and comfortable accommodations to v i s i t o r s who might be potential investors. 

The Buena Vista Company received a setback i n July, 1890, when a f i r e 
destoyed i t s hotel. Before the flames had died, however. President Barclay 
telegraphed his contractor, J. P. Pettyjohn i n Lynchburg, "to make arrange­
ments at once and contract for rebuilding the house . . . " The company 
accepted an ambitious design by the architect S. W. Foulks of Pennsylvania, 
assembled several hundred thousand bricks at the s i t e , and planned to. put 
hundred and f i f t y hands" to work immediately. O f f i c i a l s predicted that the 
new building would be "one of the most rapidly b u i l t , as well as one of the 
most substantial and beautiful structures of modern times." 

The resulting new edif i c e was indeed among the most impressive of 
a l l the Valley boom hotels, and i t s completion had the desired psychological 
effe c t on Buena Vista. Within the next two years, some 600 structures 
including dwellings, churches, stores, and other buildings had been completec 
Just before the hotel opened, however, i t was sold by the Buena Vista Com­
pany to a group of private investors. Following the Panic of 1893 which 
forced i t s closing, the_hotel was bought by Dr. Edgar H. Rowe. Dr. Rowe 
was a Methodist Minister who operated the Bowling Green Female Academy, 
founded i n Caroline County i n 1867 by his sister-in-law, Alice Scott Chandle 
In 1901 Dr. Rowe opened^ a branch of the school i n the Buena Vista hotel 

"^building. With the opening of this_school Dr. Rowe formed the Southern 
Seminfiry System^~Schools which consistedxif the Bowling Green School 
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The period 1889-1891 saw a great land boom in th~_J~astern_pa.r.L of 
Virginia's Shenandoah Valley, a boom which spurred much of the economic 
development of the area.··- This boom was in large part brought about by the 
construction through the region of the Norfolk and Western Railroad, the 
vehicle that was to make accessible the area's almost untouched natural 
resources. The healthful· climate, beautiful scenery, expanses of timber, 
ample streams, and reported rich deposits of mineral ore, thus were made 
available to those who could organize to take advantage of them. The boom, 
fanned by northern investors, local entrepreneurs, and extraordinary pro­
motion reached tremendous proportions before it f~nally burst as a result of 
the Panic of 1893. Land development companies were formed, and up and down 
the railroad new townswere- Iard -out, and- industrial- sites were set aside. 

The Buena Vista CQ!!!Eany, headed by A. T. Barclay was one of the first 
such comE.?-_~!es to go into bu-siness, and as early as February, 1889,-- it was­
ab°le to announce tliift -aIToFTts $600,000 capital stock had been subscribed. 
Typical of these development companies, one of the first buiiding~ ~recte 
was what a local newspaper described as a "Queen ne Hotel" on a plateau 
overlooking the town. Such vast and 0£ten--la:v_ish__h9tels_were_huill to 
s~rve the usef_ul function of advertizing the company and pr_o'\dding_impressiv 
and comfortable accorrnnodations to visitors who might be potential . investors. 

The Buena Vista Company received a setback in July, 1890, when a fire 
destoyed its hotel. Before the flames had died, however, President Barclay 
telegraphed his contractor, J.P. Pettyjohn in Lynchburg, "to make arrange­
ments at once and contract for rebuilding the house ... " The company 
accepted an ambitious design by the architect S. W. Foulks of Pennsylvania, 
assembled several hundred thousand liricks at the site, and planned to_ put "o 
hundred and fifty hands" to work immediately. Officials predicted that the 
new building would be "one of the most rapidly built, as well as one of the 
most substantial and beautiful structures of modern times." 

The resulting new edifice was indeed among the most impressive of 
all the Valley boom hotels, and its completion had the desired psychological 
effect on Buena Vista. Within the next two years, some 600 structures 
including dwellings, churches, stores, and other buildings had been complete . 
Just before the hotel opened, however, it was sold by the Buena Vista Com­
pany to a group of ~private investors. F~wing the __ Pani~ of 1893 which 
forced its closing, the hotel was _ bought by Dr. Edgar H. Rowe~ Dr. Rowe 
as a Methodist Minister who operated the Bowling Green Female Aca~emy, 

founded in Caroline County in 1867 by his sister-in-law, Alice Scott Chandle . 
In_j, 2._QL_pr. Rowe o ened a branch of the school in the Buena Vista hotel 
uilding. With the opening of thi~_§_~hool Dr. Rowe formed tb_e ~.9utherP • - - ------:---- · - - ·- ----· • ~<!!hoo 1
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Heiner, Anne Brandon, Editor.Volume Seven of the Proceedings of the 
Rockbridge Historical Society 1966-1969. Verona, Virginia: McClure 
Printing Co., Inc., 1970. 

Lyle, Royster, Jr. "Buena Vista and Its Boom --1889-1891." Rockbridge 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

Page 1. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

VIRGINIA 
C O U N T Y 

BUENA VISTA ( i n c i t y ) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

ftPR 1 ^^^^ 
fiVumber all entries) 

8. 
Vista school and a t h i r d school i n Alderson, West V i r g i n i a . By 1907 the 
Bowling Green school had closed and the Buena Vista school became Southern 
Seminary's main i n s t i t u t i o n . Through the l a t e r guidance of the Durham and 
Robey families. Southern Seminary developed into one of Virginia's leading 
preparatory schools and junior colleges. The i n s t i t u t i o n ' s appreciation and 
careful maintenance of the hotel as i t s p r i n c i p a l building secured the preser­
vation of this s i g n i f i c a n t structure. Today Southern Seminary's main building 
stands as one of the l a s t , i f not the best, examples of western Virginia's 
"boom h o t e l " architecture"; 

Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

Page 1. 
(Number all entries) 

8. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

VIRGINIA 
COUNTY 

BUENA VISTA (in city) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

l\DR 1 3 1'::l/L I 

Vista school and a third school in Alderson, West Virginia. By 1907 the 
Bowling Green school had closed and the Buena Vista school became Southern 
Seminary's main institution. Th~ough the later guidance of the Durham and 
Robey familie~ Southern Seminary developed into one of Virginia's leading 
preparatory schools and junior colleges. The institution's appreciation and 
careful maintenance of the hotel as its principal building secured the preser­
vation of this significant structure. Today Southern Seminary's main building 
stands as one of the last, if not the best, examples of. western Virginia's 
"boom hotel" architecture. -------- ---------·· -- -- - -----
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'Form 10.301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

VIRGINIA 
C O U N T Y 

BUENA VISTA f i n c i t v ' ) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

APR 1 a 1972 

COMMON: Southem Seminary Main B u i l d i n g 
_ A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

H |2 LOCATIOH 
Buena Vista Hotel 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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1Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Intersection of Ivy Avenue and P Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Buena Vista 
STATE: CODE COUN T Y : 

Buena Vista, 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE 

VIRGINIA 
COUNTY 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

DATE 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properti es and districts. See instructions in National Register 
Bullet111 , How to Complete the Nat1011al Register of /-/,ston e Places Reg1strat1011 Form lf any Item does not apply to the property' be111g 
documented, enter "NIA" for "not applicable" For functi ons, architectural class1ficat1on, materials, an1 areas of- significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the 111struct1ons. I • r, V 

2 
i Z O 19 j 

1. Name of Property L 
Historic name:_ Southern Seminar~ Main Building . . . . , T , . . ! . . _. :: ·J,v ,ICPL CES 
Other names/site number: Buena Vista Hotel; Southern Virgmia Um1'ersi,tyGN1ain Iaallilif~F 
VDHR #103-0002 
Name of related multiple property listing: _N_/ A _____________ _ 
(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

2. Location 
Street & number: 1 University Hill Drive 
City or town: Buena Vista State: VA County: Independent City 
Not For Publication:~ Vicinity: ~ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this _x__ nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property _x_ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 
I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance: 

_national statewide _Llocal 
Applicable National Register Criteria: 

X A B D 

5/23/2019 

Date 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: 

Title : 

Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau 
or Tribal Government 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 0MB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

_ entered in the National Register 

_ determined eligible for the National Register 

_ deter ·ned not eligible for the National Register 

_ r moved from the National Register 

_ additional documentation accepted 

_ other (explain:) ________ _ 

ature of the Keeper ----- - -

Southern_ Seminary_ Main_Building ______ ________ _ 
Name of Property 
_Buena Vista_ (Independent Ci!y),_ VA __________________ _ 
County and State 

72001501 
NR Reference Number 

Date of Action 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" Juno 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERViCF. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

'SiOC-Hl-t^ , .M'il. tj yMci\y^ j2:>ui jcl 

CZI resubmission 

CU nomination by person or local government 

CU owner objection 

• appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample • request • appeal 

Working No. 

Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due: 

Act ion : ACCEPT _ 

RETURN. 

REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 

Reviewer 
Discipline 

Date 
see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

[ m good 
CU fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

WAS0 Form - 177 
{"R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES D EPAR TMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONA L PARK SERV ICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

S'oc1-th.. u V'\ S t.., \l ,· , ·,c;H j ,,A{ c..'\ ·, ,· \ 

~ ue-v~ \/1 S~e ~c__ ) 

D resubmission 
D nomination by pe rson or local government 

D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: D sample 

Reviewer 's comments : 

D request 

Nomination ret urned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons disCU$Sed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

D appeal 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has t his property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

O good 

Dtair 

D deteriorated 

D ruins 

D unexposed 

Dyes Ono 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D a lterati ons/i ntegrity 
D dates 
O boundary selection 

Work ing No. _ _ ___________ _ 

Fed. Reg . Date: _____ ______ _ 
Date Due: _______ ________ _ 

Action : _ _ ACCEPT _ _ _ _____ _ 
__ RETURN _ ___ ___ _ 
__ REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency: _ __________ _ 

D N R decision 

Recom./Criteria _______ _ _ __ _ 
Reviewer _ _____ ________ _ 
Discipline ______________ _ 
Date ________________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 
D moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Bui Ider/ Arch itect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property ______ _ 
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

□ Maps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to-----------------------------

Signed _________________ _ Date ___________ _ Phone:------------

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



ENTRIES I N THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE VTKfST^fTft 

Date Entered APR 1 3 197E 

Name Location 

\ 

G 

B 

w 
ns 
S 

O 

5 »i 

New Londco) 

lienrico 

I^Southom S^l t i»xj Main Building 

Berkeley . 

Farmers' Baai« 

Fortssjouth Naval Kospital 

Old Donation Church 

Korthasspton County Cotirfc House Kletorlo 
D i s t r i c t 

Weeton (iaaor 

Scott-Clarka House 

A l s o N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Harry P. Byrd, Jr. 
ilon* Vfillleun B. Spcng, J r . 
Hon. Richard H. Poff 
Kon, David E. Sa t tor f ie ld , I I I 
Hon. J . Koimoth jttobinson 
Hon, Katlcins K. Aljhi t t 
F4on. Wiliia?j L. Scott 
Baa. G. V?il?,iaM Wiitehiarst 

Hon. Thoaaas N. Dowitiixig 

Forest Vicinity 
Bedford county 

Dutch (S&r̂  vicinity 
Kenrico County 

Buena Vl£t& 

Carteraville v i c i n i t y 
CuiiJ:^riaad Councy 

Charles c i t y v i c i n i t y 
Cijarios City Comity 

Potsrsburg 

Portsiaouth 

Virg in ia Beach 

Eastvil le 
SJorthaciptoa Coujity 

IIOpti:V«"ell 

RichTtbnd 

State Lialeon Officer 
Mr. James W. Moody, Jr. 
Chairaan 
Virginia Historic Xjandnarkc 
Conmission 

etatc liinth Street Offiea Building 
Ssxsa ilOG 

Richsond, Virginia 23210 

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE VISGINUI 

Date Entered APR 1 3 1972. 

Name 

NeW London Ac.:lii.d~ 

llen.rico 

l!outhGrn . ~inao-1!· z,1;,un Buil.ding 

A-i,pthill 

Berkeley ·. 

Ports!!x:>uth Naval uosgital 

Old Donation Church 

Northampto.11 County Court House Hiatorie 
District • 

Also Notified 

Hon. Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 
• tJon. William B. sr....ong, Jr. 
non. Pich~d H. Poff 
~n~ David E. Satterfield, III 
lion. J. f"..e."'l!\eth Rt:.>binson 
Uon. Watl~ins 11. Abbitt 
Hon. William L. Scott 
Hon. G. HiUiar.i Whitehur$t 

Holl. Thomas N. Downirl9' 

Location 

Fore~t Vicinity 
Bea.ford county 

n-~tch ~a~ vicinity 
lienrico Coun.ty 

cartersville vici.n.ity 
Cw~::la."\i::.. Cc,un·c;y 

Charles City vioinity 
C.i:..arlas City Cvw1ty 

Po tarsb-..irg 

Portsmouth 

Virginia teach 

Eastville 
~.orthamp t()n County 

uor..ewell 

Itl.oh1t0nd 

State Lia1aon Officer 
J,\f.r. James w. .t,kxX\y, Jr. 
Chairman 
Virginia Historic JAndmarka 

COrnmission 
State Ni."'lth Stroot Office Building 
~ llOG 

Ri*l-miQnd, Virginia 23210 



Matt Strickler 
Secretary of Natural Resources 

Joy Beasley 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINI 
Department of Historic Resources 

2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 

May 23, 2019 

Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service, National Register Program 
1849 C St., NW (Mail Stop 7228) 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

~ lE ~ [E[f W lE ~ I MAY. 24 ~ 
atl. Reg. olHistoric ~laces 

NaMnal Park Service 

Julie V. Langan 
Director 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 
Fax: (804) 367-2391 
www.cihr.virginia.gov 

Re: Buena Vista Hotel, City of Buena Vista, VA (newly signed cover page for main 
form) . 

Dear Ms. Beasley: 

The Buena Vista Hotel was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in April 1972. At 
that time, the property's then-current name, Southern Seminary Main Building, was included on 
the cover page as the "common" name. 

Since 1996, this property has been owned and occupied by Southern Virginia University. The 
property owner requests that the National Register nomination's cover page be amended in 
Section 1, "other names/site number" to include the current name, Southern Virginia 
University Main Hall, and to include the current 911 street address, which is 1 University 
Hill Drive. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Lena McDonald, 
National/State Register Historian, at 804-482-6439. 

Enclosure 

Western Region Office 
962 Kime Lane 

Salem, VA 24153 
Tel: (540) 387-5443 
Fax: (540) 387-5446 

Sincerely, 

Julie V. Langan 
Director and State Historic Preservation Officer 

Northern Region Office 
5357 Main Street 

PO Box 519 
Stephens City, VA 22655 

Tel: (540) 868-7029 
Fax: (540) 868-7033 

Eastern Region Office 
2801 Kensington Avenue 

Richmond, VA 2322 I 
Tel: (804) 367-2323 
Fax: (804) 367-2391 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Additional Documentation 

Property Name: Southern Seminary Main Building 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: !VIRGINIA, Buena Vista 

Date Received: 
5/24/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
6/11/2019 6/26/2019 7/8/2019 

Reference number: .AD72001501 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return 

AbstracUSummary Adds another "other name" 
Comments: 

Reject 

Recommendation/ !Accept Additional Documentation 
Criteria 

Reviewer Jim Gabbert 

Telephone (202)354-2275 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

7/1/2019 Date 

-----·- ------·-----

Discipline Historian -----------
Date 

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 




