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COMMON: A'
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Buena Vista (James Kenneth Robinson. Seventh District Congressman)
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CLASSIFICATION
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OWNERSHIP STATUS
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PRESENT USE fChecfc One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural I | Government . Pork 11 Transportation I | Comments
[ I Commercial Pl Industrial I 1 Private Residence e Other (Specify)
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I | Entertainment 1 1 Museum I 1 Scientific
OMER OF PROPERTY Roy K» Patteson, Jr.. President
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Board of Trustees <
STREET AND NUMBER:
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. Buena Vista yirginia
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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Virginia Historic Landmarks Conmi ssion Survey
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QgSCftIPTION

(Check One)

nf Excellent . Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

Altered H Unaltered . Moved ra Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fif fcnoivn.) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

Southern Seminary's main building, originallybuilt as a hotel, is a

vast and rambling cresent-shaped structure set near theedge of a pronontory
overl ooking downtown Buena Vista with splendid views of the surrounding

mount ai ns. The building's enphasis on color and textural variation place
it inthestylistic category that i susually termed Queen Anne. However ,
the use® of round towers with conical and dom cal roofs illustrate a French

Renai ssance influence.

The buildingfe main body i sthree and a half stories on a high basenent.
The iiiain or first story i sbrick while theupper stories areframe. The
whol e i scovered by a steep gable roof of slate pierced at various intervals
by one and two-part dorners. The upper stories are faced with both clap-
boarding and a variety of different type wood shingles. I nsone sections th”
shingles have straight edges and i nothers they have either wavy or rounded
edges. The structural frame of thebuilding i ssuggested on theupper
stories by an overlay of boards that arepainted white tocontrast withthe
dark maroon of theclapboards and shingles. m

The building's inpressive central feature consists of a three and a
half story cross gable flanked by twgrouiid... “towers also of brick. The east
tower i sfour stories i nheight and i stopped by a conical roof while the west —
tower rises toa height of five stories and i stopped by an el ongated done z
with finial. W apped about thethree lower stories of thetowers are three-
| evel wooden galleries that arejoined at thethird story directly over t he
front door by a pedimented arch with lattice-work spandrels. The first
level of thegalleries extends across thebuilding's entire front. The fron
door and nmany of the windows i nthecentral feature are topped by rough-hewn
sem -circular stone arches that give this center section a Ronanesque flavor.

Flanking thecentral feature aretwo additional cross gables with
chanfered comers and Palladian w ndows i neach of their gables. At t he
extreme ends of thebuilding are two additional round towers; the west tower
has a conical roof and theeast i scovered with a done. The east end of the
building extends into a large rounded projection which fornms space forthe
bal lroom on thefirst floor. This projection i scapped by a conical roof
with a flat roofed l|antern. h therear of thebuilding's east endi s a
three and a half story wing whose first story has been hidden by a nodern
brick addition.

The main spaces and interior trimof Southern Seminary's £ixsJL fl*or
have remmined rel atively unchanged. The public roons and corridors are
lined with paneled wainscoting and have high ceilings and doors. Opposite
the front door of thespacious entrance hall i sa large but somewhat plain
brick fireplace. There are two principle staircases, one in a corridor to
the west of thefireplace, and theother approximately hal fway down the east
corridor. Both arefitted up with paneled wainscoting, nolded handrail,
turned balusters, and heavy ornamented newel . Those first floor roons that
are not used as reception roons serve as offices for admnistration and
faculty. The original guest rooms on t heupper floors now serve as dorm®)T-p
tories for thestudents.

The building and its handsone informally planted grounds ar e nsindai aae® 1972
in excellent condition. "lJ
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i. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian 1 dl 16th Century «  1.8th Century 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century [Xj 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEISI (H Applicable and  Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)S

Abor iginal [i* Education N e e p/\n/\au < i | Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric | 1 Engineering ~ H<,RE|fAAhiAA\ . Other (Specify)
O  Historic [ I Tndustry /

\ ) Agriculture [ I Invention !

]* Architecture I | Landscape <-a, 64ijlpture<r

Art Architecture d~rgociol/HumarrJ"

X~i Commerce | | Literature LR A itartan..n el\]

[ I Communications . Military

1 1 Conservation \ ) Music P TronS portation

The period 1889-1891 sawa great land boomi ntheeastern part of
Virginia's Shenandoah Valley, a boomwhich spurred nuch of t heeconom c
devel opnent of t hearea. This boomwas i nlarge part brought about by the
construction through theregion of theNorfolk and Western Railroad, t he
vehicle that was t o nake accessible thearea' s alnmost untouched natural
resources. Theheal thful climate, beautiful scenery, expanses of timber,
anpl e streams, andreported rich deposits of mneral ore, thus were nade
available tothose who could organize totake advantage of them The boom
fanned by northern investors, local entrepreneurs, andextraordinary pro-
motion reached trenendous proportions before it finally burst asaresult of
the Panic of 1893. Land devel opnent conpanies were formed, and up and down
the railroad newtowns were laid out, andindustrial sites were set aside.

The Buena Vista Conpany, headed by A, T. Barclay was oneof the first
such conpanies togointo business, and as early as February, 1889, i t was
able toannounce that all of its $600,000 capital stock had been subscribed.
Typical of these devel opment conpanies, oneof thefirst buildings it erectec.
was what a | ocal newspaper described as a "Queen Anne Hotel" ona plateau
overlooking thetown. Such vast and often lavish hotels were builtto
serve theuseful function of advertizing theconpany and providing impressiv®
and confortable acconmmodations tovisitors whom ght be potential investors.

The Buena Vista Conpany received a setback i nJuly, 1890, when a fire
destoyed its hotel. Before the flames haddied, however. President Barclay
tel egraphed his contractor, J. P. Pettyjohn i nLynchburg, "to make arrange-
ments at once andcontract for rebuilding thehouse " The conpany
accepted ananbitious design by thearchitect S W Foul ks of Pennsylvani a,
assenbl ed several hundred thousand bricks at thesite, andplanned to. put ..
hundred andfifty hands" towork immediately. Officials predicted that the
new building would be "one of thenost rapidly built, aswell as oneof the
most substantial and beautiful structures of nmodern times."

The resulting newedifice was indeed among t he nost inpressiveof
all theVvalley boomhotels, andits conmpletion had t hedesired psychological
effect on Buena Vista. Wthin thenext twoyears, sone 600 structures
including dwellings, churches, stores, andother buildings hadbeen conmpletec
Just before thehotel opened, however, i twas sold by t he Buena Vista Gom
pany toa group of private investors. Following thePanic of 1893 which
forced itsclosing, the_hotel was bought by Dr. Edgar H Rowe. Dr. Rowe
was a Met hodi st M nister who operated the Bow ing G een Fenal e Acadeny,
founded in Caroline County i n1867 by his sister-in-law, Alice Scott Chandle
In 1901 Dr. Rowe opened™ a branch of t heschool i ntheBuena Vista hotel
“Mpuilding. Wth theopening of this_school Dr. Rowe formed the Southern
Seminfiry System~Schools which consistedxif the Bow ing G een School the Bi eua
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Rei ner, Anne Brandon, Editor. Volume Seven of the Proceedi ngs of t he
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STATE LIA}JSON OFFICER CERTIFtCAt NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance ot this nomination is:

National H State,-, K | Local . 1
4. @
Date
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| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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Vista school and a third school inAlderson, Wst Virginia. By 1907t he
Bowl i ng Green school had closed and t he Buena Vista school becarme Southern
Semnary's main institution, Through t helater guidance of the Durhamand
Robey fam lies. Southern Seminary developed into one of Virginia's leading
preparatory schools and junior colleges. The institution' sappreciation and
careful maintenance of thehotel as its principal building secured thepreser-
vation of this significant structure. Today Southern Seminary's main building

stands as one of thelast, i fnot thebest, exanples of western Virginia's
"boomhotel" architecture";
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
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13. Other

CU Maps
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e other
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Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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