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1. Name

historic Coronet John Farnum House

and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number Mendon Street

city, town Uxbridge vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 count y
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district A public — occupied
A building(s) private unoccupied
structure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object in process — yes: restricted
being considered yes: unrestricted
no
4. Owner of Property
nane Town of Uxbridge
srest & number Town Hall, Main Street
city, town Uxbridge vicinity of

For HCRS use only
received 3N

date entered

m 1m)

not for publication
congressional district

Wor cest er code 027

Present Use

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
street & number 2 Main Street

city, town .Worcester

Worcester County Courthouse

agriculture X museum
commercial park
educational private residence
entertainment religious
government scientific
industrial transportation
military other:
State M assachusetts
state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

j-nventory ot tne Historic
titte Assets of the Commonwealth

depogitory for survey records M assachusetts Historical

city, town Boston

has this property been determined elegible?

yes B no

federal ~ state county local

Commission

gate M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated J? unaltered 2n  original site

A good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Cornet FartiumHouse i slocated onthe west side of Mendon Street (Route 16) east of
Uxbridge Center andthe Munford River. The house occupies al ot of 11,468 square feet.
North, east andsouth of thehouse areresidential areas, while land immediately adjoin-
ing theproperty i sused for parking for theBernat Yarn Conpany. Wst of t hehousei s
an industrial area which contains theBernat Conpany's factory.

The Farnum House i s a oneandone-half story timber frame structure of rectangular floor

plan with a massive central chimey constructed of brick set ona stone base. The build-
ing rests ona fieldstone foundation andi senclosed by a ganbrel roof, which i scovered

with wood shingles. Thehouse's exterior i scovered by clapboards and has plain corner-

boards, boxed eaves andnarrow moul di ngs beneath t he eaves andat t heverges of thegable
ends. All windows areset i nunnoul ded frames; first story w ndovBhave 9/9 sash, second

story wi ndows have 6/6 sash. n thelower slope of thenorth side of theroof i sa rec-

tangul ar hatch.

SAJMHWALL: The south wall contains t hehouse's major facade consisting of a center en-
trance flanked onboth sides by two wi ndows, symmetrically placed. Theentrance i sfraned
by two narrow pilasters which project slightly fromthe wall andrise t otheeaves. Wth-
in thepilasters i s anoulded surround which frames a door of four rectangular, raised
panel s, surmounted by two square lights of "bull's eye" glass. | ti slikely that this
entry arrangenent dates fromthelate eighteenth or early nineteenth century.

VIEST WALL: Thewest wall contains oneof thehouse's two gable ends. There are two

wi ndows at thefirst story andthree at thesecond, all symmetrically arranged about t he
wal|'s center.

SAJHWALL: Thesouthwall i sthesane length as t hemajor facade; however, iti s
asjmmetrically arranged. Moving east fromits west endi sa single window, a doorway
with aplain surround and moul ded cap (the door, itself, i sidentical tothat of the

facade), twow ndows closely spaced (located behind thecentral chimey), anda single
wi ndow | ocated near the wall's west corner.

EAST WALL: The east wall i snearly identical tothe west end-wall, except that its three
second story windows areasymmetrically placed. Between thetwofirst story wi ndows of
the east wall i sanhistorical palcque.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture- religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ~  architecture., education military social/
JL-1700-1799 art ot engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates c¢. 1710-1727 Builder/Architect unknown

Stat enent of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Cornet John Farnum House possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and workmanship. Additionally, it has important association with theformation of
Uxbridge and i sa particularly well preserved exanple of a popul ar house type of the
early tom d eighteenth century. Although similar buildings existed i n surrounding
towns, fewexanples of thetype remain. [t's nost important features arei tsrectan-
gular floor plan, central chimey, one and one-half story height and ganbrel roof.

It was built between 1710 when Cornet Farnumwas granted 46 acres on t heeast side of

the Munford River and 1727 when Uxbridge's first town meeting was held there. Farnum
who was born i n Andover i n1672, noved t o Mendon (of which Uxbridge was originally a

part) c¢.1701 when he was taxed sixteen shillings and five cords of wood. He acquired
the land on which t he house now stands between 1701 and 1710.

Woon t heformation of Uxbridge i nl1727, t he Farnum House served as thesite of the
first two town meetings, on July 25 and August 25, 1727. As Uxbridge's incorporation
was provisional, requiring that theinhabitants "within t hespace of two years erect
and finish a suitable House for Public Wrship and procure & settle alearned Othodox
Minister of good conversati onand make provision for his confortable support”, the first
town meeting voted "to Sett ye Meeting House on ye Sout hside of t heDrabble Tail Brook".
In addition, thetown neeing elected Robert Taft, Jr., Ebenezer Read, Wbodl and Thonpson
and Joseph VWite t obe selectmen, Ednund Rawson t o be town clerk and Sol onon Véod t o be
town treasurer. By thetime of thesecond town meeting, theproposed neeting-house
site had been found tobe "inconvenient” and a new site "within theFence of Ebenezer
Read' s pasture on a place which they had viewed for and judged convenient for that
purpose" was selected. Later, i n1728, thetown accepted Farnums offer touse another
portion of his land, near theriver, as thesite of thetow pound.

After Farnumis death (ca. 1750) t heproperty was gradually reduced i nsize; nearby

along theriver bank a grist mill, gun factory and woolen mills were established i n the
nineteenth century. | n1926, the Farnum House was purchased and restored by t he Uxbridge
Worsted Conpany, which used the home briefly for conpany enpl oyees before sellingi t

to be used as a private house. |1 n1962, theproperty was acquired by Emle Bernat &
Sons Co., which sold part of theland and t hehouse t ot he Town of Uxbridge i n 1968.
Under t hesupervision of theUxbridge Historical Conm ssion, theFarnumHuse i s under-
going gradual restoration and conversion toa nuseum Since acquisition by the town,

the house's roof and chimey have been extensively rep*ired, electrical wiring, heating
and security systens have been added and t hefirst floor has been replastered and par-
tially furnished. 1 n1977, thehouse was opened tothepublic i ncommenoration of the
town's 250th anniversary. Restoration and furnishing of thehouse's second storyi s
now bei ng planned.
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10. Geographical Data OM NOT VFRHD
Acreage of nominated propert 11,468 square feet =
Quadrangle nanl1e "V"""‘<"9{3 ) m N O I I I a 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Please refer to the attached map. Worcester County Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 320, plan 35.
g;ighLIlignrg-rii;ii fgj~Sg g~rglr*g "g~gg”t™rgj "8"in8exc5n”"8& eugierrgggti8}ifrry°n- 14, 19¢
List allstates and counties forproperties overlapping state orcounty boundaries

state code county code -

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

J. Francis Cove, | |1

name/title Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator with Uxbridge Hist. Comm.
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date Ja nuary, 1980

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city ortown Boston state Massachusetts

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the stateis:

national state

X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
Staler Hisgorectiy esaerpdiam dOfiicee digegtseefortlvby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.
title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the National Register

date
Keeper of the National Regjster &

Attest W jjrJi/f/r//LIQ date l
blIWI ul Heyliimitluii
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Significance Continued

Cccupied since theearly eighteenth century, theCornet Farnumproperty nay
contain cultural materials andfeatures capable of adding t opresent know edge
of social andecononic patterns andsite configurations i nrural regions during
the Early Historic Period.

Boundary Justification

Boundaries were selected t oinclude only theland owned by t he Town of Uxbridge
and immediately surrounding theFarnum House. The renainder of | ot #47-93 i s
owned by t he Bernat Yarn Conmpany, andused as a parkingl ot.
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MSSACHEETTS

Date Entered W 7 I

Nane Location

Farnum Coronet Jolin, House Uxbri dge
Wor cester County

Allen, W IIliam Russell, House Plttsfield
Berkshire County

Also Notified
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward K. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Joseph D Early Ms. Patricia L. Vsl owski
Honorable Silvio O. Conte Executive Director® Massachusetts

Hi storical Coiam sslon
294 Washington Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 5/ 15/ 80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



