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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received 3 ^ 

date entered 

m 1 m) 

historic Coronet John Farnum. House 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number Mendon S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town Uxbridge vicinity of congressional district 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district ^ public — occupied 
unoccupied 

agriculture 
commercial 

X museum 
^ building(s) private 

— occupied 
unoccupied 

agriculture 
commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le 

— yes: restricted 
entertainment religious 

object in process 
Access ib le 
— yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Town o f Uxbridge 

street & number Town H a l l , Main Street 

city, town Uxbridge vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Courthouse 

street & number 2 Main S t r e e t 

city, town .Worcester state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
j -nventory o t tne H i s t o r i c 

title Assets of the Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? yes ?S no 

date 1979 federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated J? unaltered 2^ original site 

^ good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Cornet Fartium House i s located on the west side of Mendon Street (Route 16) east of 
Uxbridge Center and the Mumford River. The house occupies a l o t of 11,468 square feet. 
North, east and south of the house are res i d e n t i a l areas, while land immediately adjoin­
ing the property i s used for parking for the Bernat Yarn Company. West of the house i s 
an i n d u s t r i a l area which contains the Bernat Company's factory. 

The Farnum House i s a one and one-half story timber frame structure of rectangular f l o o r 
plan with a massive central chimney constructed of brick set on a stone base. The b u i l d ­
ing rests on a fieldstone foundation and i s enclosed by a gambrel roof, which i s covered 
with wood shingles. The house's exterior i s covered by clapboards and has pla i n corner-
boards, boxed eaves and narrow mouldings beneath the eaves and at the verges of the gable 
ends. A l l windows are set i n unmoulded frames; f i r s t story windovBhave 9/9 sash, second 
story windows have 6/6 sash. On the lower slope of the north side of the roof i s a rec­
tangular hatch. 

SOUTH WALL: The south w a l l contains the house's major facade consisting of a center en­
trance flanked on both sides by two windows, symmetrically placed. The entrance i s framed 
by two narrow pilasters which project s l i g h t l y from the w a l l and ris e to the eaves. With­
i n the pila s t e r s i s a moulded surround which frames a door of four rectangular, raised 
panels, surmounted by two square l i g h t s of "bull's eye" glass. I t i s l i k e l y that t h i s 
entry arrangement dates from the lat e eighteenth or early nineteenth century. 

WEST WALL: The west wa l l contains one of the house's two gable ends. There are two 
windows at the f i r s t story and three at the second, a l l symmetrically arranged about the 
wall's center. 

SOUTH WALL: The south w a l l i s the same length as the major facade; however, i t i s 
asjmimetrlcally arranged. Moving east from i t s west end i s a single window, a doorway 
with a pl a i n surround and moulded cap (the door, i t s e l f , i s i d e n t i c a l to that of the 
facade), two windows closely spaced (located behind the central chimney), and a single 
window located near the wall's west corner. 

EAST WALL: The east wa l l i s nearly i d e n t i c a l to the west end-wall, except that i t s three 
second story windows are asymmetrically placed. Between the two f i r s t story windows of 
the east w a l l i s an h i s t o r i c a l palcque. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

JL-1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

^ architecture., 
art '-'"n '_\ 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

X exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates c . 1710-1727 Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Cornet John Farnum House possess i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials 
and workmanship. Additionally, i t has important association with the formation of 
Uxbridge and i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l preserved example of a popular house type of the 
early to mid eighteenth century. Although similar buildings existed i n surrounding 
towns, few examples of the type remain. I t ' s most important features are i t s rectan­
gular f l o o r plan, central chimney, one and one-half story height and gambrel roof. 

I t was b u i l t between 1710 when Cornet Farnum was granted 46 acres on the east side of 
the Mumford River and 1727 when Uxbridge's f i r s t town meeting was held there. Farnum, 
who was born i n Andover i n 1672, moved to Mendon (of which Uxbridge was o r i g i n a l l y a 
part) c.1701 when he was taxed sixteen s h i l l i n g s and f i v e cords of wood. He acquired 
the land on which the house now stands between 1701 and 1710. 

Upon the formation of Uxbridge i n 1727, the Farnum House served as the s i t e of the 
f i r s t two town meetings, on July 25 and August 25, 1727. As Uxbridge's incorporation 
was provisional, requiring that the inhabitants "within the space of two years erect 
and f i n i s h a suitable House for Public Worship and procure & s e t t l e a learned Orthodox 
Minister of good conversation and make provision for his comfortable support", the f i r s t 
town meeting voted "to Sett ye Meeting House on ye Southside of the Drabble T a i l Brook". 
In addition, the town meeing elected Robert Taft, Jr., Ebenezer Read, Woodland Thompson 
and Joseph White to be selectmen, Edmund Rawson to be town clerk and Solomon Wood to be 
town treasurer. By the time of the second town meeting, the proposed meeting-house 
s i t e had been found to be "inconvenient" and a new s i t e "within the Fence of Ebenezer 
Read's pasture on a place which they had viewed for and judged convenient for that 
purpose" was selected. Later, i n 1728, the town accepted Farnum's off e r to use another 
portion of his land, near the r i v e r , as the s i t e of the town pound. 

After Farnum's death (ca. 1750) the property was gradually reduced i n size; nearby 
along the r i v e r bank a g r i s t m i l l , gun factory and woolen m i l l s were established i n the 
nineteenth century. I n 1926, the Farnum House was purchased and restored by the Uxbridge 
Worsted Company, which used the home b r i e f l y for company employees before s e l l i n g i t 
to be used as a private house. In 1962, the property was acquired by Emile Bernat & 
Sons Co., which sold part of the land and the house to the Town of Uxbridge i n 1968. 
Under the supervision of the Uxbridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the Farnum HOuse i s under­
going gradual restoration and conversion to a museum. Since acquisition by the town, 
the house's roof and chimney have been extensively rep^^ired, e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g , heating 
and security systems have been added and the f i r s t f l o o r has been replastered and par­
t i a l l y furnished. I n 1977, the house was opened to the public i n commemoration of the 
town's 250th anniversary. Restoration and furnishing of the house's second story i s 
now being planned. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 11 ,468 s q u a r e f e e t 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Please r e f e r t o the a t tached map. Worcester County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, Plan Book 320, p l an 35. 
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List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code .--^ 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
J . F ranc i s Cove, I I I 

name/title Candace Jenk ins , N a t i o n a l Reg i s te r Coordinator w i t h Uxbridge H i s t . Comm. 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date Ja nuary, 1980 

street & number 294 Washington S t r e e t telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortlvby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

f the National Register (J 

date 

Keeper of the National Register  

Attest: W j j r J i / f / r / / L l Q date 

bllWI ul Heyliimitluii J 
i G P O 938 8 3 5 
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Significance Continued 

Occupied since the early eighteenth century, the Cornet Farnum property may 
contain c u l t u r a l materials and features capable of adding to present knowledge 
of social and economic patterns and s i t e configurations i n r u r a l regions during 
the Early Hi s t o r i c Period. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 
Boundaries were selected to include only the land owned by the Town of Uxbridge 
and immediately surrounding the Farnum House. The remainder of l o t #47-93 i s 
owned by the Bernat Yarn Company, and used as a parking l o t . 



/S / - ; •. "^ .V/^ o \ r / / \ " ' 7 / \ 

'<9 //''/ 

4V p 

Cornonet John FarTitmt-HeH 
Mendon S t r e e t 
Uxbr idge , Mass. 
Assessor's Map #47, l o t #93 (part) 

MAY T 1980 



state ̂  ^ .A , Working Number^ ^„ fit 

TECHNICAL CONTROL 
Photos ^ I 
Maps ) 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered MAV 7 I 

Name Location 

Farnum, Coronet Jolin, House Uxbridge 
Worcester County 

Allen, William Russell, House P l t t s f i e l d 
Berkshire County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Honorable Edward K. Kennedy 
Honorable Joseph D. Early 
Honorable S i l v i o 0. Conte 

State Hi s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patr i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive Director^ Massachusetts 

H i s t o r i c a l Coiamisslon 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 5/15/80 
For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


