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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

Wood amd water dictated Gramd's leeatiem, beside the Canadian
River some fourteen miles south ef presemt Armett, Whem this area was
opened fer gettlement om April 19, 1892, a big sprimg then kmewn as
Upper Rebizson Sprimg gushed from the groumd near ome of the best stamds
of native trees om the prairies of Western Oklahoma. (Other water foumd
near by was for the most part taimted with gypsum ~-- "gyppy" ia shert
grass ecountry perlamee ~- whieh made Upper Rebinsen's water saste "just
grand.® This, im the opinien of some, is the erigim of the town's
name ... although Higtoriar George H. Shirk is perhaps em safer greund
in believirg the name homers Gramdville Alcern, sem eof county judge
Rebert Aloorn.)

The town grew arnd prespered -- after a fashiem -- uetil 1907, when
stateheod divided Day Ceumty samd eaused remeval ef the coumty seat te
Arnett te the merth. By this time Gramd had acquired a simgle twe-
stery frame buildimg (the proud heme of the Woedmem ef the Werld) amd
a eme-stery courthouse reughly ferty feet square (beth struotures sub-
sequently meved te Armett), a frame jail (that mest prisemers premptly
breke out ef), she Walek Hetel, twe salooms, & ceuplo ef steres, a
blaeksmith shep, and a seattering ef hemes. The tewn at its pesk pre-
bably eeuld eeunt me more than 200 residemts.

Teday Gramd is redueed te s few crumblimg buildings and the opem-
faced vault ef the eourtheuse. But mueh eof the greve is left. Amd
Upper Rebimsen Sprimg still flews. Tamed by upstream dems, the Camadian
River, that has elaimed mueh ef Grand's tewmsite evor the years, new
flews rather demurely em the west. The eld ghost seunty seat ef a
ghest ceunty has beem abamdemed pretty much te its memeries. Amd with
the passing of each year the mumber ef these still livimg whe can re-
call ==~ and relive ~- these memeries deeresses stesadily. But Gramd's
plase im the histery ef the fremtiser im Westera Oklahoma remsims secure.

NATIONA:
REGIS;

33

SNOITLONY¥YLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[J Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century [C1 18th Century &X] 20th Century
[ 15th Century ] 17th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEL(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1892-1908
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [} Education Political
] Prehistoric [] Engineering (] Religioﬁ/Phi- 7
[T} Historic O industry losophy
[ Agriculture [ invention [} Science
[ Architecture [J Londscape [ Sculpture
O At Architecture [} Social/Human-
[J Commerce [J Literature itarian
[J Communications O Military ] Theater
O Conservation O Music [ Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Grand did net have a lawyer er decter. Every man re-
speoted the rights ef ethers. Persemal difficulties were
settled in primitive fashien. Petty thievery was unknewn.
Ne ene ever lecked his deers when he left heme. There was
ne rush, no bickering er envying, eor crewding there. It
was Greand and well named. The Law had net yet arrived.

That is the wryly sentimental, backward-looking summation by a
ploneering settler of life in one of Westernm Oklehoma's first towns,
now a picturesque ghost. (And a rather distinguished ghost at that.

As someone has pointed out: Oklahoma has many ghost towns, but only

ome ghost county seat ... of a ghost eounty.{ Gramd was mever more
than a small, struggling village. And its existence was actually quite
brief. Yet it is almost uniquely representative of the western frontier
in the late 19th century. And it was the home, if but briefly, of

many citizems who became known as leaders elsewhere inm the new state

of Oklehoma, »

The cattleman was king in this cormer of the short grass country
when the land still belonged rnominally to the Indiens. Them on April 19,
1892, the surplus lands of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Reservation were
opened to white settlement. This section was first designated as "E"
County. Sooner afterward it wes ramed Day County and the locatiom for
a county seat was called Ioland, some 16 miles east of Grand. Farmers
rushed in to claim land previously used by the cattlememn. Im additiom
to the classic cowman/farmer confrontationm, Day County ealso saw frequemt
Texan/Kansan confromtatioms, as homesteaders with widely divergent
political and social backgrounds sought to wrest e living from a gen-
erally hostile environment.

Yet another representative frontier slement was injected inmto
Grand 's existence om Nov. 12, 1893, when the Day Coumty courthouse at
Ioland burmed to the ground. The next day the county commissionmers
moved the seat of govermment to Grand. (Complieity im the burnimg was
widely suspected, but mever provem.) The sleepy little village awoke
sufficiently to provide a one-story courthouse. And a jail. In time
it claimed a post office amd hotel, two stores, a blacksmith shop, twe
saloons, and two newspapers (ome Republican, the other Democratic). As




Richards, O. H., "Early Days im Day County,” The Chromicles of

Oklahoma, Vel. XXVI (1948), pp. 313-324
Shirk, Geerge, H., Oklahema Plece Names, University of Oklahema Press,

1966, p. 91

Squire, C. A., "0ld Grand, Ghost Tewn," The Chremicles ef Oklahems,
XXVII (1950), pp. 399-417
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for the law, it arrived with the coumty recerds; by 1907 Grand beasted
four law offices and at least six lawyers.

But Oklahome became a state, im 1907, and Day County was divided imte
Ellis County om the north, Reger Mills County om the south. For a time
Gremd remained the temporary seat of Ellis Counmty, while residents fought
a heated battle over a permanent location. Armett emerged the eventual
wimner and om August 26, 1908, it took over the official records. Shortly
thereafter it got evem the frame courthouse itself! Grand, as a town of
eny real importance, had ceased to exist ... although it clung to its
post office, established Nov. 4, 1892, until Sept. 30, 1943. Many, many
years before, alas, it had lost, also to Arnmett, its omly two=-story build-
ing, that ef the Weodmemn of the World.

Yot the rester of Gramd's important citizems is impressive, especially
so, in view of its size and brief existemce. Amomg the first lawyers te
arrive was Charles Swindall, who went om te become District Judge, Com-
gressman, and justice of the state Supreme Court. Amomg its first docters
wasg Dr. O. C. Newman, founder of the Newman Hospital at nearby Shattuck,
one of Northwestern Oklehoma's leadimg medical fecilities today. Grand
can alse lay some claim te Will Regers, who worked as a boy em the nearby
Ewing remch; Billy McGimty, the cewboy who rede with Teddy Roosevelt up
San Juan Hill amd was & pioneerimng rodeo perfermer im Madisem Square Gar-
den; and Temple Houstem, som ef the famed Sam Houstem of Texas imdependence
fame, who served as judge im Grand.

As & tewn, Grand has had the corperate equivalemt of political charis-
ma. Simce 1920, when ene-time residemts formed the Day County Asseciatiem
te keep alive memeries of the old days, a censtamtly diminishing bend of
the faithful have met once each year to eat a picnic lunch under the trees
that remain ... and to reminisce. Until her recemt death, Augusta Metcalfe,
Okleahome 's best known primitive painter, was a regular attender. Leng
since reduced te a crumblimg building or twe, Grand thus cemtinues to live
in the memeries of these who knew her when she was one of Oklshoma's mere
exciting -~ not te say isolated -- seats of govermment.




