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Towmn Brookline MRA

Addr é.ss" Sewall Avenue

Historic NameWilliam Murphy ftouse

residential

Use Present

Original residential

« I&ZRIF’TION:

KETCH MP
Show property's location inrelation
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographi cal features. Indicate
all burldings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection.
I ndi cate north.

See attached map. -

Boston South Quadrangle
UM Reference: 19/325590/4689670
Mgp #: 60

Recorded by PPN Larkin, Benka
Organization Brookline Historical Cam,

Summer 1978; update 5/85

Date

(Staple additional

Date .1886

Style Queen Anne

Architect~r" 2~~~ available

Exterior wall fabric shingle

Outbuildings barn (shingled)

Major alterations (vith dates)

No alteration permits on file

Moved no Date

Approx. acreage 14,861 sq.ft.

Setting One of three s.f. free stan(

ing houses in now densely populate(

area; slightly larger than #103410!

but lot sizes and setbacks are sim*
1lar.

sheets here)



ARCHITECTURU SGNIHCANCE (Describe ijnportant architectural features ad

evaluate in tams of other buildings within the community.)
This house and #s 103 and 109 have nmuch l|arger lots than the houses at the

other and of Sewall, probably reflecting the fact that the lots here were laid out
and sold by the AStearns famly - the other lahd had already been sold by them when
the land was subdivided. Built about the same time as 109 and 76-S Sewall Avenue,
this house can be c.onpared to 109 Sewall, both employing elaborate w ndow treatment
in the gables, varied shingle patterns, and front porches. This house has a rounde
bay on the porch; 109 has a polygonal bay outside the porc®-" All of the details

porch colums, gable decorations) are nore gracefully handled and no're delicate

%r

e than at 109, O particud»ar pnote is the finely scaled and balaacedu groupin
hree gables in the front. The |[|andscaping y ﬁe spacl ous plazzag B q

T—ftTCROﬂL GNHOANE (Explainthe role owners Ia ed i nlocal or state house a nmre rura

history and how the building rel ates tothe eve oprrent of the conmuni ty.) appe a ranee

thari its neigh-
bors.

*

The origrinal owner, Waldo Stearns, previously lived at the corner of Wbster
and Harsfsrd Streets. H ws treasurer of the AT- Stearns Lunber @ which had
offices at 2 Post Office Square and 470 Albany Street in Boston and wharves at
Neponset. in 1930 the house was purchased by Dr. W Il IliamParry Mirphy who,
al.ong with Dr. GCeorge M not, was awarded the Nobel Prize in Medicine for their
discovery of a cure for pernicious anem a.

Murphy was born in Wsconsin in 1892 and ws, graduated from the University

of Oregon in 1914 and the Hacvard Medical School in 1920. While serving as

an intern at Rhode Island Hospital, he was one of the first physicians to
carry out |laboratory exans of the blood which included blood counts. In 1922
rhe began his residency at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston' and carried
out prelimnary clinical and |aboiatory studies of patients referred to Dr.

M not for diseases of the blood.

In making the award in 1934 the Nobel Prfze Commttee stated the the recipients
in addition to developing a cure for this heretofore fatal form of anem a, had
also discovered a unique fundamental principle involved in the normal capacity
of the bone marrow to produce sufficient red blood corpuscles in mn and other

sani mal s.

This property meets R criteria B being the honme,of Dr, W IIliam Mirphy

who was . awarded the Nobel Prize in Medicine for dlscoverlng cure for pernicioi
fretuia 1n1934. and criteria Cas a well-preserved exanple, of Queen Anne archltec ure.

B B @Y and/ or REFH BNES (nane of publication, author, date and publisherj *

Brookline Atlases, 1884, 1888 e AN .
Brookline Tax lists, 1886-1888 b . -

Brookline Directory, 1885-1887 "'

Boston Directory, 1886

Proceedings of the Brookline Historical Society, 1969-1974. "Pernicious Anem a
yields to New England Character”™ by WIliam Castle, p. 126.
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NPS Fonn IMOIVa
(M2)

OMB No. 1024-0018

Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the Interior 4

National Park Service

Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Name Brookline MRA
state

Nomination/Type of Review

61. Milestone >,
(Boylston St.)

62. Mirphy, WIlliam House

Item number

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Signature
Keeper
Attest

Binsa'«d la tiM  if*teeper (A™ANIM-Ny-NiSY AN
[fatloml Bix»«lcter

Attest
63. Orrock, Rev. John, House Eirfcflorot in N "i Teeper
1 1
o' k. e Attest
64. Paine Estate - Kjotsred 1B nifeeper
»atio«3aal |kiclctear
Attest
65. Perkins Estate Entered in t he A ceeper
Hational Begl at af
Attest
. BEebaBG in tlifl o
66. Reservoir Park HaUonal Begii peé@per cXi'-N---"VWW
; Attest
67. Ritchie Building ltatioiml Br«iiter — .Af-reper  fiLMyYA-y™M\Pok,
Attest
Enfcvra* I nthe
68.  Roughwood Hat i onal Eegi at «B K eeper
Attest
69. Saint Aidan's Church and [smtfO. T™M . ifeeeper Cfi74< LA MGV 0
Rectory
Attest
70. Saint Mary of the Assumption : . - e=[*K eper
Church, Rectory, School and * Q

Convent >

Ifefeaced la tIW Attest
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Murphy, William, House (Brookline MRA)
Norfolk County ,
MASSACHUSETTS

cn resubmission

O nomination by person or local government
* owner objection

1Z] appeal

Substantive Review: * sample * request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

il. Name

'2. Location

3. Classification

lg>

Working No.
* ' Fed. Reg. Date:
> Date Due: '-Q/MNN-5' —
Action: iMACEPT
B«t*red m ~lw”h. RETURN.
lational Re'_gi»*»« -REJECT.
ederal Agency:

* appeal n NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ® yes ®* no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

im good | lruins altered

o fair | I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

* summary paragraph
* completeness ,

e clarity

» alterations/integrity ; "W-  — A S PO
| | dates ';;

cn boundary selection *

AMiiif& it >N Alfrfif e, "N - e, AT

Check one
original site
moved date.

-7
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

cn completeneSis

cn clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
cn Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed-

Comments for any item may be continued tm an attached sheet
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