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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
, staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

( •«• •• i 

' Town Brook l ine MRA 
4 -

I A d d r e s s ^ S e w a l l Avenue 

I Historic NameWilliam Murphy ftouse 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date .1886 

tax l i s t Source 

Style Queen Anne 

A r c h i t e c t ^ " ^ ^ ^ a v a i l a b l e 

Exterior wall fab r i c sh ingle 

Outbuildings barn ( sh ing led) 

See attached map. - . 

Boston South Quadrangle 
UIM Reference: 19/325590/4689670 
Map #: 60 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

No a l t e r a t i o n p e r m i t s on f i l e 

Recorded by PP^I^* L a r k i n , Benka 

Organization Brookline H i s t o r i c a l Com, 

Date Summer 1978; update 5/85 

Moved n o Date 

Approx. acreage 14,861 s q . f t . 

Setting One of three s . f . f r ee stan( 

ing houses in now dense ly popu1ate( 

a r e a ; s l i g h t l y l a r g e r than #103410! 

bu t l o t s i z e s and se tbacks a re sim* 
1 a r . 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECrURU SIGNIFICANCE (Describe ijnportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 
This house and #s 103 and 109 have much larg e r l o t s than the houses at the 

other and of Sewall, probably r e f l e c t i n g the fact that the l o t s here were l a i d out 
and sold by t h e .-rS t e a rn s family - the other lahd had already been sold by them when 
the land was subdivided. B u i l t about the same time as 109 and 76-S Sewall Avenue, 
t h i s house can be c.ompared to 109 Sewall, both employing elaborate window treatment 
in the gables, varied shingle p a t t e r n s , and f r o n t porches. This house has a rounde 
bay on the porch; 109 has a polygonal bay outs i de the porc^-' A l l of the d e t a i l s 
(porch columns, gable decorations) are more g r a c e f u l l y handled and mo're d e l i c a t e 
here than at 109. Of particu4»ar note is the f i n e l y scaled and balaacedu grouping of 
t_h_o three gables in tne f r o n t . The landscaping and. the spacious 'piazza give the 
HftTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state house a more rura 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) appe a ranee 
f , • , t h a r i i t s n e i g h -

• . ' „ • • : " * ;. b o r s . 

The origrinal owner, Waldo Stearns, previously l i v e d at the corner of Webster 
and Harsfsrd S t r e e t s . He was treasurer of the A.T.- Stearns Lumber Co which had 
o f f i c e s at 2 Post Office Square and 470 Albany Street in Boston and wharves at 
Neponset. i n 1930 the house was purchased by Dr. W i l l i a m Parry Murphy who, 

^ al.ong with Dr. George Minot, was awarded the Nobel Prize i n Medicine for t h e i r 
discovery of a cure for pernicious anemia. 
Murphy was born in Wisconsin in 1892 and was, graduated from the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Oregon in 1914 and the Hacvard Medical School in 1920. While serving as 
an i n t e r n at Rhode Island H o s p i t a l , he was one of the f i r s t physicians to 
carry out laboratory exams of the blood which included blood counts. In 1922 
rhe began his residency at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston' and c a r r i e d 
out p r e l i m i n a r y c l i n i c a l and l a b o i a t o r y studies of p a t i e n t s r e f e r r e d to Dr. 
Minot f o r diseases of the blood. 
In making the award in 1934 the Nobel Prfze Committee stated the the r e c i p i e n t s 
in a d d i t i o n to developing a cure for t h i s heretofore f a t a l form of anemia, had 
also discovered a unique fundamental p r i n c i p l e involved in the normal capacity 
of the bone marrow to produce s u f f i c i e n t red blood corpuscles in man and other 
•animals. 
This property meets NR c r i t e r i a B, being the home,of Dr, William Murphy 
who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Medicine for discovering a cure for p e r n i c i o i 

fmeiuia in 1934. and c r i t e r i a C as a well-preserved example, of Queen Anne architecture. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFHIENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisherj ^ 

Brookline Atlases, 1884, 1888 • ' ^ ^ - • 
Brookline Tax l i s t s , 1886-1888 , ' . • -
Brookline D i r e c t o r y , 1885-1887 " ' 
Boston D i r e c t o r y , 1886 
Proceedings of the Brookline H i s t o r i c a l Society, 1969-1974. "Pernicious Anemia 
y i e l d s to New England Character" by William Castle, p. 126. 

lOM - 7/82 



NPS Fonn IMOIVa 
(M2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 4 
National Park Service 

Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Brookline MRA 
state 

Nomination/Type of Review 

61. Milestone > , ...j 
(Boylston St . ) ; 

62. Murphy, William, House 

63. Orrock, Rev. John, House 

•,'. ...k '• . •• ; 
64. Paine Estate • 

65. Perkins Estate 

66. Reservoir Park 

67. Ri tch ie Bui ld ing 

Date/Signature 

Bins«a*«d la tiM 
Ifat loml Bi»«lcter 

Eirfcflorot in 

68. Roughwood 

Keeper 

Attest 

if^teeper 

Attest 

^{"iTeeper 

Attest 

^ifeeper 

Attest 

•̂ Aceeper 

Attest 

^eper 

; Attest 

Itatioiml B»«iiter .^f-^eper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Kjcrtstred 1 B 
»atio«3aal Ikiclctear 

Entered i n the 
Hational Beglataf 

(A'?i^J^^-^y-^iSY^^ di^7/ / , 

EErber.BG in t l l f l 
HaUonal Begii peeper cXi'-^'---'^^^^ '"/'V^^' 

fiL^^y^/^-y^^^Pok, 7 /k 7 

En-fĉ râ  In the 
Hational Eegiat«B 

69. Saint Aidan's Church and 
Rectory 

IsmtfO. TM . ifeeeper cfi74<'L~^i^t^,.^^S^^.o^ PQAPA/ 

Attest 

70. Saint Mary of the Assumption . . - e=/*K^eper 
Church, Rectory, School and * Q 
Convent > Ife-feaced l a tlW Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Murphy, William, House (Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County , "' 
MASSACHUSETTS 

c n resubmission ' . 

O nomination by person or local government 

• owner objection 

IZ] appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. ^ 

, * ' Fed. Reg. Date: 

> " Date Due: '-Q/^/^-5' — •'(^//fMs 

Action: i^^^CEPT /g> -/ 7 -Jj-nT 

B«t*red m ^ I w ^ . RETURN. 

lat ional Regi»*»« 
Federal Agency: 

.REJECT. 

• appeal n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

i l . Name 

' 2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 
altered 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness , 
• clarity ' 
• alterations/integrity ; "'W- — ^ . , . i . . . . . . ..... 
I I dates ';; " '" " 
c n boundary selection * 

^ffiif&''"if'>^.A!rfrfi/'f'f.:,''-''^ -. •. ffffff: 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
cn completeneSis 
cn clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other 

.•; 

. . . I f f . '10 

'\AhhrAi..fir.fi. 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
cn Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued tm an attached sheet 
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