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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed during the 1870's Almer Store has, surprisingly,
survived the ravages oOf “time when structures of greater
notoriety and architectural achievements have long since
disappeared.

A small, rectilinear, one-storey plan of approximately

20 feet X 27 feet, the Almer Store rests on a heavy
cypress sill. Walls are of horizontal cypress planks

laid between vertical, grooved posts. Small waxed strings
are laid between the plank joints, inside and out, to seal
the structure against the elements. A gable roof is
covered with cypress shingles. A six-light window is set
in the gable of the entry end of the structure.

The entry to the store is its most interesting feature.

A shed roof porch supported by delicate, slender posts
with brackets on either side covers the entire front

of the store. A tall, slender double door with transom
light is flanked by large windows. A simplified_ entabla-
ture’ and trim is used about the windowsxas well as about
all fenestration.

The store's exterior walls are broad, smooth surfaces of
horizontal planks. Two doors are located on the south
side at opposite ends of the building. A single door is
located at the west end of the north side. The rear wall
of the store has two tall, slender windows which flank

a brick E£lues

The interesting qualities of Almer Store lie in the con-
trasts of its simple construction with the finer touches

of ornamentation that are in evidence. Victorian influence
is evident in the projecting eaves and exposed rafters, cut
in the manner of scroll brackets. These appear only on

the entry and north side, the two elevations exposed to

the street.

Almer Store remains basically unchanged since its original
construction. It is currently undergoing restoration to
include a new cypress shingle roof, rebuilding of the
rotted interior flooring, repair of entry windows and
shutters, and the rebuilding of the entry porch and roof.
The restoration is based on early photographs of Almer
Store and on site research.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the early 1870's a young couple from Iowa built

a flatboat and floated down the Mississippi River

as far as Helena, Arkansas. Mr.sand Mbs, Tkeich
Almer, both Swiss immigrants who had come to the United
States as children, lived in a three room house atop the
flatboat on their journey down river.

After arriving in Helena the Almers lived on their boat
for a while, but soon moved their small house ashore.
The flatboat was dismanteled and the wood used to build
what is now known as the Almer Store.

Though not officially used as a store by Mr. Almer, he
did use the 1little building to market the milk products
from his cows. The rear of the store was used to make
cheese. 1In later years and under other owners the build-
ing was used as a neighborhood grocery, thus acquiring
its permanent name, Almer Store.

In recent years the unoccupied store had fallen into a
state of disrepair, and was about to be torn down.
However, because of its significance as a local landmark
to the citizens of Helena, the county historic preserva-
tion society purchased the store to save it from
destruction. It is now being completely restored and

old building will once again be a market place for the
products of local people.
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.
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9. Bibliography.

10. Geographicaf Data. s
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b. Acreage.

11. Form Prepared By.

12. Certification.

Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage. Please use a map bearing an ideuntified system of coordinates,
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of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register
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Thank you for your attention to the above items checked.
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Dear Mr. Herrington:

Thank you for your questions concerning our nomination of
Almer Store to the National Register of Historic Places.

Our responses to your questions have been incorporated
into the nomination, and are as follows:

1. Description questions:

This section has, in large part, been rewritten,
incorporating responses to your two requests.

2. Architectural significance of property?
A paragraph explaining the store's architectural

significance has been added at the end of this
section.

We look forward to receiving approval of this nomination
as soon as possible.

Sincerely, f
\ 7 o

ACQmnne

Dianna Kirk
Staff Historian
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Date Entered

Name Location

Ve

Z:/’éEEEE\Store Helena
_ Phillips County

Short-Bieri House Helena
3 Phillips County

CGraham-Gaughan-Betts House Camden
Ouachita County

Also Notified

Hon. J. W. Fulbright State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. John L. McClellan Mr. William E. Henderson, Director

- Hon. Bill Alexander, Jr. Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism
Hon. Ray Thornton, Jr. State Capitol-Room 149

Little Rock, Arkansas 72210
Regional Director, Southwest
Region
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